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Soread of Berlin Axis to Vienna 
Seen as Curb on U.S. Films Abroad 


+ 





Sweeping extension of Nazi domi- 
nation over Austria, as outlined by 
Adolf Hitler over the weekend, fol- 
lowing Austro-German settlement a 
few days before, is viewed as a seri- 
ous threat to American film business 
not only in Austria, but possibly in 
Czechoslovakia, Roumania and Po- 
land. With warfare raging in Spain 
and China, and restrictions and bans 
imposed on foreign product in Japan, 
some foreign department heads en- 
vision the narrowing down of the 
open world market for U. S. distrib- 
utors to solely English-speaking na- 
tions, France and Latin-American 
countries. 

Pinch in Austria already is felt by 
American film companies because 
that nation had been slow in remit- 
tances to U. S. even before the Nazi 
swing into control. This means dis- 
tributors can do business in Austria, 
but they can’t get the money out of 
that country freely. Foreign depart- 
ments in N. Y, fear Austria will be- 
come as much a frozen market as 
Germany. 

New sore spot has developed in 
Roumania, distributors claim. Pic- 
ture companies are encountering in- 
creased difficulty in getting coin out 
of that country, removal being re- 
stricted via special permit. Though 
Czechoslovakia currently has a ter- 
rific license fee against foreign films, 
spread of Nazism is expected further 
to bottle up free flow of product and 
money. Hope is held out that a more 
liberal policy toward U. S. distribs 
may be adopted through the Czech- 
Slav trade treaty now being negoti- 
ated in Washingion. 

Many foreign distributors are in- 
clined to throw up their hands in 
dismay at the manner in which Hit- 
ler control is spreading through cen- 
tral Europe. Bulk of major com- 
panies thus far have decided to con- 
tinue in Austria, in hopes that con- 
ditions may improve, just as three of 
the larger American companies have 
remained in Germany. They are 

(Continued on page 12) 


Ex-Cop, Now in Tombs 
On Murder Rap, Preems 


His Play in Sing Sing 


‘Taken From Life,’ a play by for- 
mer patrolman Arthur Chalmers. 








Was tried out last night (Tuesday) | 


at Sing Sing prison, Ossining, 
While its author 


languished in 
Tombs P rison, 


N. Y..| 


N. Y., on a murder 
rap. A Broadw: ay producer expects | 
to present it commercially. 

Play, a melodrama, was written | 


i ! 

b the jug by the ex-cop who has 

een confined there since past sum- 
10F alleged Slaying of a French 


seated. He is also the author 


of several other plays which he 
Wrote while patrolling West 45th | 
helping N. Y. Bluecoat was some- 
‘Ning of a hanger-on and show biz | 


Worshiper 


while pounding the mid- 
(OWN pave 


a O 





McCOY McCARTHYS 
CUSS OUT BERGEN 


Buffalo. Feb. 22. 
WEBR’s ‘Names Make News’ pro- 
gram on Sunday (20) presented a 
couple fiesh-and-blood Charlie Mc- 
Carthy’s—who think their famous 





wooden namesake is a pest. 

Ever since Edgar Bergen’s dummy 
became aradio favorite, persons who 
had been christened Charles McCar- 
thy have had to put up with being 
called block-head and with tele- 
phoners who want to know how they 
can answer the phone when Bergen 
is out, 

‘When my wife goe:; 
Charlie McCarthy 


shopping,’ one 
testified, ‘the 


saleswoman asks her’ how little 
Charlie is and whether Mr. Bergen 


had to stay at home.’ 

Another stunt of the village wags 
is to call up a Mrs. Charles Mc- 
Carthy every Sunday evening and 
ask if her husband will be able to 
go on the radio. 


DISNEY’S BIG 
B. 0. KAYOES 
VAUDERS 





Disney’s ‘Snow White’ (RKO) is 
not only leaving in the wake of its 
bookings a stream of splintereened 
b.o. records—it is also’ bringing 
vaude booking offices and agents one 
of the greatest periods of inactivity. 
During last and this week, four-a- 
day talent pencil-inners and proffer- 
ers alike have been about as busy 
and as least evident as Santa Claus 
in February. 

‘Snow White’ is not only nullify- 
ing activity in vaude, because of the 
long-run stands it is making in many 
vaudfilmers, but film is also, in situa- 
tions where it is being first-shown on 
combo bills, being paired with bot- 
tom-budget shows 

Being an RKO ‘Snow 
White’ is generally causing uncertain 
conditions because the vaudfilmers 
on the circuit time are not sure how 


release, 


| long the film will run 


Indie Hippodrome, Bal 
cartoon in its second week and it 
will roll on. House always buys the 
biggest sort of stage-shows available 
For the  Disney-production — run, 
budget is down to around $2,000 per 
week for acts, with same show hold- 
ing for film’s run. 

Large salaried performers are get- 
ting the cold-eye from bookers while 
the b.o. 


tinues, 


4 — hR« 
3Zaltimore, has | 











blaze of ‘Snow White’ con- - 


—____ + 


GUE AGION WI 


il 
USED ON PUBS 


Extends Beyond New York 
City — All - Powerful 
Dancemen Dictate Whom 
Publishers Must Hire and 
at What Salaries 











SWAP FAVORS 


Business of exploiting popular | 
tunes has become so clogged up by | 
log-rolling among bandleaders and | 
their hangers-on that publishers are 
wondering what drastic action they | 
can take to minimize the effects of | 
this situation. Quite a 
leaders have developed a formula 
for getting the tunes of which they 
are co-authors or publishers pluggec 
by fellow batonists, while others of 
the same clan make it an open prac- 
tice of dictating to publishers whom 
they are to employ if they want their 


number of | 


| 
| 


songs included on broadcast pro- 
grams. 
Publishers who have made a 


study of the log-rolling system 
point out that there are some 20 
oichestra leaders with network out- 
lets who have songs currently rid- 
ing or have stock interest or 
other financial affiliations with 
publishing houses. Some of the 
latter are operated directly, while 
others are doing business in the 
names of brothers or relatives. It 
is now common for several band 
leaders to enter a verbal agreement 
wherelry each is assured of his tune 
getting a plug on the other fellows’ 
Diogram. How frequently and wide- 
(Continued on oe 48) 


Income Tax Staff 


In ‘Variety's NY. 
Office to Assist 








Starting next Tuesday (1), and 
until March 15, when the ghost walk 


for Uncle Sam, the Collector if 
Internal Revenue will have a staff of 
tax officials stationed in Variety’ 
New York office, 154 West 46th 
street, to assist members of the screer 
radio and stage profession 
returns. The service i ‘rat fe 
revenooers will be stationed on t | 


street floor of the Vartrry b ing. | 
of Internal Revenue of 
of N. Y. ha talled | 

1] I 


Collector 
the 3d District 
similar tax offic: 


yther newspaper office in N. Y., > | 
ee j 
INEWS. 
Free income tax a » the 
neople of the hoy biz via : 
' 
enient headquartering in VARIETY s | 
home office is not a new idea. It 
“en a frequent custom in for 


years. 


under the act of March 3, 1879 ° 





64 PAGE 


1B | 


RADIO PLUGS AND BRIBES 





H'wood Crafts in Concerted Move 
To Thwart Jurisdiction Drive of IA 





HOW THAT ‘NO FAIR IN 
1939’ RUMOR STARTED 


Report that Lloyds of London was |} 


laying odds against New /York’s| 
World’s Fair of 1939 opening, re- 


ceived some circulation around the 
metropolis through gossip columns. 
It is entirely erroneous, story being 
based on the misinterpretation of 
policies issued to some enterprises 


| which will be exhibitors at the fair. 


One policy of stringent provisions 
is said to call for a premium of 50 


ured that Lloyds were betting two to 
ne against the fair. Other po! , 
call for 10% of the insurable amount, 
with the misinformed saying the 
odds were 10 to one. 


HERB HOOVER 
MENTIONED 
FOR N.AB. 


One recommendation made dur- 
ing the initial meeting of the new 
board of directors of the National 
Association of Broadcasters in| 
Washington last week was that ex- 
president Herbert Hoover be felt out 
about his possible willingness to be- | 
come the paid president of the asso- | 
ciation. | 

While much doubt is expressed as to | 
whether he would accept the assign- | 
ment, sentiment among broadcaster 
privy to the suggestion appears to be | 
strongly in his favor. The ex-presi- 
dent’s organizing background, earls 
radio familiarity, not to mention the 
other favorable factors, is regarded 
by his proposers as making him an 
eminent choice for the job. 











———¢ 


| executive council of the IATSE 


| 


}and persons with the wrong idea fiz- | 


'ecrimp in 
| revealed this week by A. F, Murray, 


Hollywood, Feb. 22 
Calls for a secret alliance of all 
independent guilds and studio crafts 
to fight encroachment of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes, have been issued by busi- 


ness representatives and film labor 
| tops. 
This is the answer of the indie 


groups to announcement that the 
had 


voted a $1,000,000 fund to take over 


| control of all film workers, including 


actors, directors and writers. 

The Screen Actors Guild, Screen 
Directors Guild and Screen Writers 
Guild already have a_ tentative 
agreement not to affiliate with the 
IA or any other organization. The 
film editors, script clerks, art direc- 
and interior decorators have 
ilso pledged their support in any 
fight to keep the IA from organizing 
the entire industry. 

ledge of concerted action with 
the Screen Actors Guild and the 
Screen Directors Guiid was voted at 
a meeting Monday night (21) by the 
Screen Writers Guild to fight any 
attempt by the IATSE to seize jur- 
isdiction over either craft. Scenarists, 
advised by John Cromwell and Her- 
bert Biberman, of the Directors 
Guild, had taken similar action to 
safeguard autonomy of the three 
organizations, 

Writers refused to act on intima- 

(Continued on page 7) 


Teievision Gets That 
Funny Feeling When 
Automobiles Pass By 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22 
Another bug to put a powerful 
successful television was 


tors 





engineer in charge of visio research 

for Phileo. Murray declared one of 

biggest problems yet to be solved 
(Continued on page 25) 
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Mix Em Up and Keep Away From [FAR RBI eal A Mental Trip to Miami 


Standardization, Schenck Formula; — Hollywood, Feb. 22. i | 


' Paramount has assigned writers to 


. . e | develop three more screen stories 
| N t Dual Bills. for Gladys Swarthout as result of 

a on é r ell, 0 the favorable reaction to her work 
in ‘Romance in the Dark.’ Previews 


already in the typewriters are the 
story, ‘Show Business,’ and _ the 




















Our Editor (and you know you did, didn’t you Ed?) asked us t, fiy 
to Miami over the weekend to find out how Broadway look: With 
color. There were so many things that Joe Burke refused to accept 
for nothing, just because he wrote ‘Moon Over Miami,’ that the C ham- 
ber of Commerce was stuck with due-bills, so we figured we'd vet the 
overflow. We arrived at Miami Beach—Delancey street with palms: 


By JOHN C. FLINN need for diversification in entertain- 





operas, ‘Madame Butterfly’ and ‘Car- ‘ : . 
Holly wood, Feb. 22. iment was so great as at prese nt. | men.’ a beautiful spot. Here’s our report and in making a clean sweep of 
Constant need in show business is | Everything else, from motor cars to | Mise ii avtheuk Senos settle 208 the whole visit might call it, ‘Broom Over Miami. 
diversification. That goes for every | 
deoartment, division and _ activity 
within the industry of entertainment 
at large, and films in particular. 
Siandardization is the foe; experi- | 
ment and change are the handmaid- 
ens of sustained success. 
Not quite in those words, but with- 


in their meaning, Joseph M. Schenck, 
chairman of the board of direccors 
of 20th-Fox, and newly elected presi- 
dent of the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers, succeeding Louis 
B Mayer's seven-year tenancy, 
ep tomized today’s chief showman- 
ship requirement to meet the prob- 
lems of present trends in entertain- | 
ment. He sees the world-wice 
standardization in other industries | 
making its impress on show business. | 
He sees it as a common enemy, oOp- 
posed to all the principles and 


fundamentals of progressive show- | 
manship. Higher premiums must go 


for initiative and originality, with 
encouragement for individual enter- 
prise, particularly in the exhibition 
field. 

Schenck docs not frequently talk 
for publication. If someone asks 
him about production at the 20th- | 
Fox siudio, he will oblige with a longs 
discourse on Darryl! F. Zanuck, what 
he has done and what he is doing. 
And when he has finished one ges | 
the impression that he hasn't ex- | 
hausted the Zanuck topic. If he is 
asked about the corporation's gen- | 
eral affairs, he launches off on Sid- 
ney R. Kent, president, and repeais | 
the Zanuck speech with a different | 
p.oper noun, 

He was taken off his guard, figura- 
tively, the other morning when | 
something was mentioned about his | 
election to the presidency of the pro- 
ducers’ association and what's ahead 
for show business generally. 


Functions of Assn. 


‘So far as the association is con-|” 


cerned,’ he said, ‘it will follow along 
the lines which Mr. Mayer has laid 
down during the past seven years. It | 
will be an instrument to meet and | 
handle problems of common inter- 
est to all studios. It will not be a 
forum for exchange of production 
ideas or inter-studio cooperation on 
matters that essentially have to do 
with the individual studio’s policy 
of making films. Taxation, labor, 


public relations and all related sub- | 


jects come properly within the scope 
of the association. Importance of al] 
these matters has increased with the 
years as the industry has grown and 
developed.’ 

That much was a long speech for 
Joe Schenck to make for direct quo- 
tation. He was becoming talkative. 
Something was said about whether 
he saw any radical changes in the 
future operations of theatres which. 
in turn, would have a direct bearing 
on film producing. 


‘You refer, of course,’ he replied. 
‘to the increasing agitation that is 
g0ing on over the country against 
double bills. The problem is .he | 

agitation, not the double bills. Al- 
ways one finds some selfish interest 
at work when these matters reach 
the stage of projected legislative reg- 
ulation, 

‘It happens that in some parts of 
the country the public likes double 
bills. They should have them. In 
other sections, the theatregoing pub- 
lic does not care for them. They 
shouldn't be made to swallow them. 


I learned very early in my experi- | 
ence in show business that this is a | 


| Other News of Pix Interest 


is foisted | 
on Tacoma and Galveston, whereas | 


great country of vastly varying geo- 
graphicai component parts. What is 
wrong in chain theatre operation is 
that the same formular that suits 
New York and Chicago 


the last named may not like the for- 
mula at all. 
Trying to Please All 

*I remember when I used to book 
vaudeville acts and send out units to 
play from coast to coast. It never 
wos wholly satisfactory. We would 
disc ver that the unit pleased in 
Cleveland but was a flop in Minne- 
apolis. Out here on the Coast our 
competition was Pantages, who 


boo':ed differently for eaoh of his | 


Coast cities. His method of opcra- 
tion was more successful than ours. 
*} cannot recall a time when the 


| problem is its discovery; 


| managerial 
idouble bills as an exhibition policy 


| within. 


clothing 


stamp. In addition, the radio on the 


coast-to-coast broadcasts has given 
uniformity to advertising. 

‘I see in this condition the thea- 
tre’s greatest opportunity, provided | 


the lines are slackened and individ- 
al managers are given a chance to 
dapt film booking to local needs and 
requirements. This business is too 
big for one or two individuals, sit- 
ting either in New York or Holly- 
wood, to make all the rules and reg- 
ulations. 

‘Double bills have been a great 


| stimulant to film production. It is 


not a truism that fewer pictures 
mean bigger and better pictures. 
Quite the contrary. There are many 
fine stories which can be excellently 
cast with voung talent seeking rec- 
ognition that can be made for a mod- 
erate production cost. Sol M. Wurt- 
el, in our studio, has done a fine 
iob with product of this kind. On 
the other hand, if instead of making 
50 pictures each season we cut our 
yutput to 25, new people would not 


| have a chance to appear except oc- 


casionally. The risk of putting them 
nto expensive production would be 
.oo great.’ 


P The Risk and the Profit 


Schenck continued: ‘Showmanship 
is tne art of converting talent into 
money. There always has been and 
always will be plenty of talent. The 
the risk is 
in giving it a chance before the pub- 
lic; the profit is in its successful 
direction. Widespread 


came at a time when the studios 
most needed the opportunities to ex- 


|pand on production in numbers of 


pictures. From moderate cost films 
lave come some of our biggest stars 
and finest talent we have today.’ 

In conclusion, ‘film industry is in 
reat need of something more, too. 
And that is a clear consciousness of 


| its obligations and a true value of its 


service in modern life. These are 
qualities that are developing from 
They are important to 
strong growth.’ 


Rush Dewey Film 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Forrest Davis, brought out from 








|New York to script his Satevepost 


series, ‘Smashing the Rackets,’ for 
| RKO, has completed his assignment 
and checked off the lot. 

Bernard Fineman, who will pro- 
duce the picture based on the activi- 
jties of Thomas Dewey during his 
term as New York’s special prose- 
a is rushing the story before 
the cameras in an effort to beat two 
| other major plants, which also have | 
| Dewey tales in the offing. 


| SAILINGS 


Feb. 23 ‘(London to New York), 
Phil Rich (Normandie). 
| Feb. 23 ¢London to New York), 
| Dav id Bader, Harriett Hutchins, 
| Charles Embler (Berengaria). 

Feb. 23 (New York to London), 
Joseph J. Kennedy, Art Haughton 
(Manhattan). 





Victor Saville, 
Ludwid Prywes (Queen Mary). 

Feb. 19 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
| James R. Grainger (Lurline). 








Irving Berlin’s B’way musical 





to food, is labeled with one | 


Feb. 23 (New York to London), 
Frederick Lonsdale, 
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Ina Cl aire’s ‘Wine of Choice’ ......... Teer Te TTT Tree 


New York to fulfill her Metropolitan 
| Opera engagement, with the possi- 
| bili ty that she will make a South 
American concert tour before re- 
j turning to Holly wood. 


H'WOOD FEMMES 
JAPANESE SILK 
BOYCOTT 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

League of Women Shoppers, com- 
posed almost exclusively of dames in 
pictures, answered Reading, Pa., and 
Philly threats to boycott stars, who 
boycott silk stockings, by throwing 
a party Monday (21) at Rancho 
Country Club with the avowed pur- 
pose of putting silk in the doghouse. 

Everybody showed up in either 
cotton or wool for music, drinking, 
dancing and Chinese food, and 
tapped peasantry a buck to see stars 
sans silks and satins. Not wanting 


to get any further in Reading’s 
doghouse, gals asked that. their 
league be plugged, but not their 


membership list. 


less shindig and to’! off Reading 
for boycotting these film stars who 
have taken to lisle and cotton be- 
tween pictures. Fact that picture 
biz may suffer in silk towns is off- 
set, the shoppers say, by 16 new fac- 
tories which have opened in cotton 
towns to make lisle stockings and 
| full-fashioned rayons. 

Shoppers say mills in Reading and 
Philly can have some of this new 
biz by making slight changes in their 
machinery and making hose of 
American fabrics rather than those 
of Jap origin, since the league’s beef 
is against importing Japanese raw 
material, which goes into buying 
scrap iron, which goes into bombs, 
which go into blowing up Panays. 


As for Chinese silk being inferior 
to Japanese silk, that, say the dame 
shoppers. is a laugh. The opposite is 
true, 

Stockings of Chinese silk cost $3 
to $5 a pair, and are worth it, but 
the league is boycotting all silk be- 
cause it gets too complicated to sep- 
arate one trom the other, and be- 
tween doing a few Chinese out of 
some dough and enriching Japan, the 
League of Women Shoppers is stick- 
ing to its boycott. 


Showmen Grounded West 


Hollywood, Feb. 22, 
Planers-in from New York Mon- 
day (21) included Mr. and Mrs. 
William Paley. Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Clem McCarthy, 
Charlie Morrison and Bernard New- 
man. 








Plane was grounded at Columbus 
and part of the trip was made by 
train. 


Lee remains here until Thurs- 
day for sales meetings and then 
goes to Frisco for sales confab. 


After similar sessions in Chicago 
Sunday (27), Lee returns to N. Y. 
following day. 











‘Hollywood 
‘Top Hat’ ‘London).Pages 36-37 

a eee ae Page 43 
errr y Tre ey ee Page 57 











Dames held meeting before silk- | 





name combination...Ted Husing 


far, why quit now... 
new ‘Follies’...Harry Kaufman tal 


- season. 
being down here. 
and vice versa. 
Jack Robbins, who spends all day 


Allright, wait a minute. ..stop 
that we were allowed to fall asleep 


Don't swipe that title, 
But in looking out of the window fr 
a few more feet, we would be writ 


VARIETY street. 


continue the sham. 


Side entrance of Milier’s shoe 
portals the most beautiful ankles 
building’s entrance, shelter for 
church, shelter for pigeons, 
one act at a time. LaRay’s short 


berry street on Broadway. 


at the Theatrical Pharmacy.. 
get Judy Garland’s autograph. 
‘in between’ hearts.. 


No. 1 sang several choruses of his 
whispered to the audience, 


be recorded but before he left, he 
another Jessel”’ 


Lew Leslie’s ‘Blackbirds.’ 





The Dempseys left the Vanderbilts at 2 a.m., 


leaves “The Women’ for Ted Husing 
Continental Cafe and 10 other m.c. 
11 but Youngman’s at Loew’s State this week. 

Myrt Wertheimer of Royal Palms figures he won’t make any money 
this year so has taken up his lease 
Harry Richman talks to Lee Shubert about the | 


..Jake Shubert talks to all three 
John Shubert, Jr., on Br 
A certain Broadway columnist talks to nobody, 
The busiest man in Miami Beach is music publisher 


hurry now and grab that plane bac 


46th Street 
Walter Wanger, 
om our typewriter which, if moved 


block this 46th street, between Bro: 
Simpson's Loan Co. on the corner where those not 
afraid walk in brazenly to hock something, while others once promi- 
nent sneak in, ashamed to be recognized, but nevertheless trving to 
Leed's Clothiers, the Friars Club annex, enlarg- 
ing, and will cover the top of the Silver Dollar cafeteria. 


Loew’ 


Shubert finales were born and units have died. 
clothing shop which handles Leeds’ 
The Roxy Grill, Park Row on 46th. 
blasting from offices—potential Calloways. 
winter for summer jobs in the Catskills, breaking in their material 
.kids rushing from a school next door to 
Ambitious hearts. 
-hopeful hearts rushing in over our typewriter, 
asking the Variety mail clerk, ‘any mail, my name is so-and-so’... 
That’s what this mugg sees while trying to knock off a column! 
Thoughts While Thinking 

We kinda got a thrill Sunday while m.c.’ing the Treasurers’ club 

benefit when we introduced George M. Cohan. 


‘I never 
right into ‘Over There’ and dancing off. 





but the hotel keeps the 
.Scoop...Betty Lawford 
..Joe Lewis said something 2} 
’s repeated it...would have been 


is here 


for 10 years more; he’s gone this 


ks to Richman about Lee Shubert | 
of them, the social event of the | 
oadway, talks to himself for not 


hissing the sun! Well, 
k to Broadway. 
nudging...we'll get up...thought 


for a few minutes at our desk! 


we gotta 


unless you give us a cut. 


ing on the curb, it’s an interesting 
idway and 6th. It’s also known ag 


company which through whose 
in the world ankle. The Bond 
actors dreaming...the Episcopal 
s Annex entrance, only room for 
vamps. Eaves’ Costumes, where 
LeRoy’s, anothe1 
The Villanova—Mul- 
Bands 
Kids rehearsing in the 


overflow. 


.. broken hearts... 





Public Personality 
old songs and before scramming 
take a chance on an exit,” going 
His ovation doesn’t have to 
asked, ‘Jackie, think I'll ever be 


It was a grand show for the two-on-an-aisle muggs. 
Well, pardon us, we have to black up and write another sketch fo1 





After Ist Contesting Involuntary 


77B, Grand Nat] 








—-—+ 


LeRoy’s M-G Debuter 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

William Faulkner’s ‘The Unvan- 
quished’ will be Mervyn LeRoy’s 
production initialer at Metro. 

Frances Marion is doing ihe 
adaptation with top roles assigned 
to Spencer Tracy and Virginia 
Bruce. 








Thompson's Travels 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Harlan Thompson, Paramount pro- 
ducer, is en route to New York on 
a vacation trip that will take him 
through Mexico before returning. 
He is due back in time to ready 
the next Bing Crosby picture, ‘Paris 
Honeymoon, for a camera. start 
May 1. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Al Altman. 

Mrs. Wallace Beery. 
Douglas Fairbanks. 
Louis Hyman. 
Barrett Kiesling. 
Herbert Mayer. 
Victor Saville. 
Robert E. Sherwood. { 
Gloria Swanson. 
B. G. De Sylva. 
Harlan Thompson. 


ARRIVALS 


Eileen Ford, Leslie Macdonnell. 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Davis. Zolton 
and Laszlo Vidor, Pau! Hindemith, 
Billy Milton, Leonard Feather, Mar- | 
garet Perry, Betty Balfour, Joan | 
Brooks, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rosen- | 
zweig, Michael Brooke, William | 
Armstrong, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas | 
Mann, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Dova. | 
Eleanor Spencer, P, Amaresco, 








Files Own Petition 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Grand National Pictures on Mon- 
day (21) filed a volutary petition for 
reorganization under 77B in Federal 


Court in a move to speed up produce . 


tion plans and settlement of its finan- 
cial affairs. Grand National studio is 
also included in the papers. 

Alfred McCormack, N. Y. 
for the company, said that the re- 
organization plan would be sub- 
mitted to the court soon and would 
provide for full payment to creditors 
without disturbing present stock- 
holders’ interests, 

Lloyd Wright, attorney and Ed- 
ward Alperson, GN prexy, were 
named trustees. McCormack said ex- 
amination of GN’s books showed the 
production outfit is holding over 
$1,000,000 in unplayed contracts for 
films already released which, he de- 
clared, was ample revenue to meet 
all obligations. Creditor’s petition to 
put GN through 77b earlier in the 
month was cancelled two days later 


when GN heads had court set it 
aside. 


counsel 





N. Y. to L. A. 


George Archainbaud. 
Betty Balfour. 
Milton Berle, 

Phil Berle. 

Milton Bren. 

Jack Connolly. 

Bill Corum, 

Ned Depinet. 
Harold B. Franklin. 
Y. Frank Freeman. 
James J. Geller, 
Jules Levy. 
Quentin Reynolds. 
Leo Schwartz. 

Leo Spitz. 
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Haight’ s Clashing With Goldwyn’s 


Writers Causes Finale: Marx to Col. 


y 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Goldwyn executive aides, 

Haight, producer, and Sam 
story editor, are checking out 
Marx _— to Columbia as a 
producer March 7. Haight drew his 
release last Friday because of as- 
serted inability to get along with 
writers. Marx exits March 4. 

Haight spot is not to be filled as 
Goldwyn feels*his personal attention 
is required on all pictures and be- 
cause production is not so heavy at 
this time. Haight is getting paid off 
to June when his contract expires. 

It reported that Ben Hecht’s 
walkout was due to a run-in with 
Haight. Understood that the writer 
resented Haight’s dictation on how 
screen material should be written. 
Gene Fowler also clashed with 
Haight and.quit while Goldwyn was 
in Honolulu. Fowler agreed to re- 
sume scripting “The Real Glory’ if 
held responsible only to Goldwyn. 
Anita Loos also scrammed on ac- 
count of differences with Haight. 

Goldwyn finally called Haight to 
account and relieved hin of all as- 
signments after heated discussion. 
Before joining Goldwyn, Haight was 
a legit producer with H. C. Potter, 
and was considered a specialist on 
doctoring shows. 

Marx claims when he joined Gold- 
Wyn a year ago he was promised a 
producer berth. He asked for and 
was granted permission to negotiate 
another studio spot when Goldwyn 
returned from his vacation and failed 
to give him an assignment. 


UA Buy Confabs 
Deferred Until 
Whitney's Return 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Further conferences between Selz- 
nick-International executives and 
Samuel Goldwyn looking toward the 
purchase of the United Artists hold- 
ings of Mary Pickford, Douglas Fair- 
banks and Charles Chaplin have been 
deferred until after March 1, when 
John Hay (Jock) Whitney returns 
from New York, where he has gone 
for meetings of the boards of other 
corporations in which he is inter- 


Two 
George 
Marx, 
with 


is 





ested. 
Sessions attended by Whitney, 
who is chairman of S-1, David O. 


Selznick and Goldwyn continued up 
to the hour of the former's departure 
eastward last Saturday (19). 


COIN HOLDOUT CHARGED 
BY CONDOR TRUSTEE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
on petitions filed by Clin- 





Acting 


ton E. Miller, trustee for Condor 
Pictures, Federal Judge George Cos- 
8tave has cited Lester Cowan and 


Glenn W. Stephens to appear before 
him and explain why they have al- 
legedly withheld $32,723.13 in funds 


belonging to the bankrupt film con- 
eCern 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Cowan, who is supposedly holding 
$14.339.28 of the total, has been 
called for Feb. 28, while Stephens, 
an attorney for Buchman & Co., and 
Said to have $18,392.85 of the com- 
Pany's funds, has been summoned | 
for March 7 

Lesser’s Hiatus 

Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

a Lesser’s Principal Pictures is | 

ding production until April 

“\'tt only a skeleton staff retained 
suring the layoff period. 
z Wilh the resumption of activity. 
Bobby Breen’s next, ‘Fisherman's 
Wharf’ gets the gun, Manny Seff to 
Deoduce and author. : 


EXECS TO COAST 


/ Freeman Now—Kent, Clark, Sears 
Later 

— | 

S. R. Kent and Silas D. Clark re- 
turn from Florida Saturday (26). 


Both are planning an early trip to 
the Coast to discuss product with 
Darryl Zanuck and Joe Schenck. 

Y. Frank Freeman, back from 
Miami, left Sunday (20) to confer 
with Adolph Zukor. 

Grad Sears, Warner Bros. 
head, is postponing his visit to the 
Coast to the middle of March. He 
wants to wait until the Santa Anita 
racing season is over before getting 
there, not explaining whether he 
fears poor luck if drawn to see the 
bangtails or whether Coast people 
might not be buttonholed until the 
hosses go away. 


distrib 


M-G PRUNES 75 
IN PAYROLL 


$$$ $$ $$ 





PURGE 


Hollywood, Feb. p+ a 

Metro’s studio payroll has been 
trimmed to the tune of approxi- 
mately $200,000 annually through a 
purge that lopped off 75 players in 
a single day, most of them neo- 
phytes for whom the casting office 
has been unable to find roles to fit 
their talents. 

Others dropped include character 
players held under short-term agree- 
ments and whom Metro executives 
considered suitable for only a limit- 
ed number of parts. 

Robert Young was signed to new 
pact by Metro; also Rosalind Rus- 
sell. 

Batch of eight writers went off the 
Metro payroll last week. Options 
were permitted to lapse on Morris 


Markey, Baroness Mantica, Brews- 
ter Morgan, Jacques Thiery, Harry 
Hamilton, Danna Burnett, David 


Boehm and Paul Kunase. 


‘Idiot’ for Brown If 
New M-G Deal Inked 





has 
‘Idiot's 


Robert Sherwood 
the screen play on 
which Metro will film with Norma | 
Shearer and Clark Gable as cast 
toppers, and has departed for New 
York. 

Picture will be directed by Clar- 
ence Brown, providing negotiations 


completed 
Delight,’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. | 


| got a reasonably normal play, 
| day 





GRADE FILMS 
NOT 600 


With Result, Exhibs Must 
Pair Up Two A’s—That’s 
Tough on the _ Rental 
Budget—It Educates the 
Public the Wrong Way— 
Alleged B’s, of C or D 
Quality, Can’t Get 





a 
Worthwhile Market 
DUALS SEEM SET 
One of the most peculiar e usa 


plaints to develop among exhibitors 
is that there aren’t enough ‘B’ pic- 
tures, particularly of the quality that 
B’s are supposed to attain in line 
with the accepted rating of product. 
The complaint, coming both from 
chain operators and independent ex- 
hibitors, derives from condition 
which in themselves are singular. 
Among other things, there 
surplus of ‘A’ attractions. Addi- 
tionally, according to. distributoi 
spokesmen, the publie is today shop- 
ping much more for pictures than 
three months back and with so many 
hit pictures on release at the same 
time, the ‘B’ of another day, which 
is to- 
more noticeably shunned. Too 
many good pictures in first or sec- 
ond-run engagements in any situa- 
tion at the same time greatly lessens 


is a 


the odds of patronage for the lessers, 


whereas if hits were scarce there 
would be more of a tendency to “ae 
ronize what else was on release. 
The ‘B’ picture of today may ve | 
comparable to the ‘B’ picture of a 
year or more ago, but the long list of | 


hits have so far outclassed what was | 
an average ‘A’ of prior years that | 


there is now a much greater differ- 
ential between the two grades, it is 
pointed out. Thus, what virtually 
has happened is that the drop is 
from an ‘A’ to a ‘C,’ some distribu- 
tors pointing out that today they 
have to be exceedingly careful not 
to put a 25% picture into a 30% 
bracket, else there will have to be an 
adjustment. In this connection, the 
same spokesmen point out, there has 
been an unusual readjustment under 
contracts, pictures allocated in cer- 
tain brackets not performing up to 


| expectations. 





With the exhibitors complaining 
that there aren’t enough ‘B’ pictures 
deserving that rating, too many of 
them sold as such actually weighing 
out as C’s or D’s, the theatre opera- 
tors are beginning to double up two 


| A’s instead. This proves costly, since 


‘A’ rentals prevail for the two fea- 
tures, but lately the exhibitors have 
been finding that available film in 
the ‘B’ classification has been turn- 
ing out too weak as the No. 2 book- 
ing. 

A complaint of distributors is that 


for a new contract, now under way, | theatres, notably first runs, are milk- 
are brought to a successful close. ing product much more than in the 
Brown has been on the lots for 11 | past, leaving less room for other pic- 
consecutive years. His most recent | tures and on those milked, reducing 
production was ‘Of Human Hearts.’ | the chances for Tuns that follow. 

;}Some of the chains are the worst 


| offenders. 


Frisco Expo’s Theme Gal | 
Gets Hollywood Chance 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. | 


Zoe Dell Lantis, widely-publicized 
‘theme girl’ of the forthcoming San 
Francisco exposition, has been signed | 
by Paramount, and is now before the 
cameras with Dorothy Lamour, Bob | 
Burns, Martha Raye and Ray Milland 
in ‘Tropic Holiday.’ 

Dancer has notified Treasure 
Island officials that she'll resign her 
exploitation job with the fair if 
|} makes good on the scree 

ZEIDMAN ON MOVE 
Hollywood F Do 2 

Ben F. Zeidman, indie producet 
has opened new offices on the Ta 
man _ vhere he will film future 
productions | 

He has been quartering at Grand 
National studiv for the past yea 


Readjust Rentals 


An unprecedented amount of 
shifted bookings has resulted from 
the current condition with res; 


Theatres * ve beer 


+ 


to product. 
ing No. 2 features when it 
that the supplemental fil: 
strong enough. Distributo ind t 


nm Was ho 


atre men frank:. admit that tl 
uation has reached the point i 
| you have to give the public more o: 
iouble bills than was evident o 
three months ago, at th ) 
of the fali-winter seasor ¥ i 
4 = ly crease I ) 
tre nce th i ( 
, more wn le ) ) 
‘B DY ydt t i { 
iS was expected 
x subsequent dat 
A distributor leader, who remind 
that no one has ever been abl* to ae 
i fine a ‘B’ picture, says the situation 
amounts to placing a bottle of cham 
(Continued on page 29) 


I) ENOUGH 


TROUBLE IS: B’S ARE D’S 
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| 


SED 


RKO Management Uncertainty 
Ends; Spitz Sticking as Prez, 


McDonough V. P.; Still Reorging 


Leo Spitz 


pany, under the Irving 


trustee. 

J. R. McDonough, 
ficial, was elected 
and member of 
board on Monday (21) at 
$1,500 
duties are not defined by 
MeDonouzh David Sarnoff’s man 
| McDonough’s duties are left to Spitz 


RKO 
vice-presi- 
the RKO 
a salary of 
His 


the board 


a former 

a 
dent 
weekly, for 


one year. 


SPITZ WEST: 0 
RE-SIGN PAN 
BERMAN 


Leo Spitz is leaving N. Y. for 
| Hollywood over the weekend, with 
| Ned Depinet and Jules Levy, to go 
| 


over the company’s. production 
chedule for next season. 


It is likely that at the same time 





making him studic 
for three years 


a contract 
duction topper 


Republic to Add To 
Its 1938-9 Schedule 


When Grainger Joins 


Squeezing in a Honolulu vacation 
prior to becoming active with Re- 
public, his wife’s health’ being 
partly the reason, James R. Grainger 
will return to Hollywood in time for 
the Repub convention, which will 
be held there sometime in May. The 
new sales manager of Repub comes 
east after that to take up duties with 
the company under his new appoint- 
ment. 


Repub will announce a larger pro- 
gram for the coming season than 
made this year (1937-38). Instead of 
30 regular features and 24 westerns, 
the 38-39 schedule will probably be 





horse (24), plus the usual 


| four 


operas 
serials. 


BLUMBERG MAKING 
| FIRST STUDIO CALL 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Nate Blumberg, Universal presi- | 
ient, here for his first visit to the | 
studio, was honored at a dinne1 
narty by Charles R. Rogers last 
night (21) at the Ambassador's 
Cocoanut Grove. Accompanied by 
Mrs. Blumberg, he arrived Friday 
mmediately going into conference *S 
with Rogers and other production 
*xecutive He plans to remain 10 
in\ 
Jo Jo »», home office publicity 
ind a : u id, and Ma l 
Grant, ¢ f toi editor also ‘ 


40 features and the same number of | 


Pandro Berman will be asked to s‘gn 
pro- | 





importuned to stick with ; for 

— } . 
RKO, will continue to pilot the com- | Donough is 
Trust Co., as | 


definition, and to whom Me- 
responsible 

Combined pressure from Floyd 

Odlum, head of Atlas Corp., large 


RKO stockholder, 
ing Trust Cc 
additionally 


( 


fullest 
had been reacy 


*0 before 
Bondy 
signify 
settled: 
and 
eanization is 
date, 


Floyd Odlum. 


and from the Irv- 
»., is understood to have 
influenced Spitz to stay 
yn as president, promising him the 
possible co-operation. Spitz 
to blow 
able now to 
William O. 
(28) and 
tiff is 
its reorganization, 
a new Plan for reor- 
ready by this appointed 
been promised, is de- 
Peter Rathvon and 
Rathvon Odlum’s 


The company may be 
Federal Judge 
on Monday next 
that the management 
After that, 
whether 


had 
upon 


as 
pendent 


1S 


chief lieutenant and in charge of the 


companys ret 


Spitz left the company, 


+ 


tomy. 


rgan.zation, 
Rathvon, indifferent if 

favored Mc- 
Rathvon also was to have 
a member of the com- 


reported 


Donouch 
been electe d 


pany’s board, aisng with McDon- 
tuzh. However, he was not named. 
Rathvon, too, was once mentioned 


for the company 

So far, no theatre head 
named to succeed Nate 
who became president 
recently. This may 
iermined, 


presidency. 

has been 
Blumberg 
of Universal 
soon be de- 


HORNBLOW HEALED 
Hollywood, Feb. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
producer, is back at his d 
ing recuperation from 


22. 

Paramount 
*sk follow- 
an appendec- 


‘Tropic Holiday’ is his current film. 
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Capra Labels Mahin Walkout On 
Acad Award ‘Injection of Politics 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Replying to the of John 
Lee Mahin, president of Screen Play- 
that his name be with- 


request 


wrights. Inc., 


drawn as a nominee for a writer 


award by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, Frank 
Capra. Academy prexy, charged 


Mahin with ‘trying to inject politics 


into the awards of merit,’ adding 


that ‘it is the job done that is voted 
on. not the man who did it 

Mahin collaborated on the screen 
play of ‘Captains Courageous, one of 


selected as candi- 
Osear. His 


the five pictures 
dates for the scripting 
letter to Capra follows: 

‘Acting entirely as an individual 
and not in any way representing any 
organization. I wish to withdraw my 
name as a nominated candidate for 
the Academy screen play award, and 
to serve notice before the award is 
voted that I shall not accept, if by 
any chance the screen play ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ should be thus 
honored. 

‘I take this action due to my con- 
viction, already stated to you, that 
unfair discrimination was practiced 
in the selection of the writers’ 
branch of the awards committee, and 
my disagreement with their subse- 
quent decision as to requirements 
for voting. 

‘Iam not unmindful of the honor 
already conferred on ‘Captains 
Coura*eous’ being nominated, or of 
the further honor for the writer 
winning the ultimate award. As a 
writer it would be only natural for 
me to take pride in such recognition 
from members of my craft. 

‘I withdraw, however, not only to 
make my own position clear, but to 
save any individual in an organiza- 
tion from any possible embarrass- 
ment. 

Collabers Unaffected 

‘] wish to make clear that my ac- 
fion in no way involves my collabo- 
rators on ‘Captains Courageous,’ 
Mare Connelly and Dale Van Every, 
without whose recognized work the 
picture would not have been the suc- 
cess it was. 

‘I feel it is only fair that my posi- 
tion in this matter should be stated 
prior to announcement of final vote, 
rather than subsequent to it.’ 

Capra's reply follows: 

‘We are in receipt of your letter in 
which you warn us that you will not 
accept the award should ‘Captains 
Courageous, one of the nominated 
screen plays. be selected as the best 
screen play of 1937. You also state 
that you wish to withdraw your 
Name as a nominated candidate for 
the screen play award and that you 
are taking this action because of the 
‘unfair discrimination that was prac- 
ticed in the selection of the writer 
members of the Awards Committee. 

‘Let me inform you that Academy 
awards are voted on by your fellow 
workers strictly on a merit basis and 
with no regard for your political or 
organization affiliations. If ‘Captains 
Courageous’ wins the screen play 
award it means that it is considered 
the best screen play of the year by 
your fellow writers, actors and di- 
rectors, and whether you accept or 
not is absolutely immaterial. It is 
the job done that is voted on, not the 
man who did it. We don’t care 
whether you accept it or throw it 
away or deposit it in that well- 
known place where everything is 
‘consigned in Hollywood. 

‘Granted Equal Oppertunity’ 

‘In regard to the charge of unfair 
discrimination which your organiza- 
tion is bellyaching about, you know 
very well that you were given the 
same opportunity to participate on 
the Awards Committee as any other 
organization in Hollywood. The 
Screen Writers Guild, the Screen 
Actors Guild and the Screen Direc- 
tors Guild all accepted the Acade- 
my’s invitation to join in the awards. 
The only organization that did not 
accept our invitation was the Screen 
Playwrights. After the committee 
was chosen, we were informed that 


you had carried the _ invitation 
around in yvour pocket for two 
months and had forgotten to bring 
the matter up before your Screen 


Playwrights’ board. 

If so, that is an unfortunate inci- 
dent, but certainly not one for which 
you can blan:e the Academy. To my 
mind the action of the Screen Play- 
wrizhts in this matter has been 
childish and picayunish. You are 
trying to inject politics into Awards 





GRIFFIS UNLOADED PAR 
eee. 


S.E.C. Shows Blumberg, Et Al, Not 
Holding Any U Stock 
Washington, Feb. 22. 
Only year-end transaction by film | 
company insider revealed last week 


in the final 1937 report of the Se- 





curities and Exchange Commission 


showed Stanton Griffis cutting his 
holdings of Paramount stock. 
Broker-director gave away 1,000 | 
hares of common and _ sold 1,000 | 
shares of second preferred, wiping 
out his investment in both brands. 


Keeps 1,000 pieces of the first pre- 
ferred. 

Newcomers in the newest of the 
new Universal setups were shown 
to be without a financial stake in the 
coneern. Nathan J. Blumberg, di- 
rector of both the parent, Universal 
Corp., and the producing company, 
as well as Ottavio Prochet, William 
A. Scully, and Joseph H. Seidel- | 
men, insiders in the subsidiary, have 
no money invested. 

Similar freedom from personal | 
worries is shown about two neo- | 
phyte directors of Grand National. 
Neither Sol Edwards nor William 
J. Neary was recorded as holding 
any G. N. paper. 


Hays Office Graph 


Shows Press’ Pro-Pix 
Attitude Increasing 


Newspapers displayed more favor- 
able attitude towards pictures and 
the industry generally in the past 
year as compared with 1936, accord- 
ing to Hays office analysis just com- | 
pleted. Resume of news items, col- 
umnists and editorials revealed that 
73.5% were favorable or an improve- 








ment of 7.4% over the preceding 
year. Haysian tabulation showed 
17.5% were adverse to the film busi- 


ness and about 9% neutral. 

Hays organization went to the | 
trouble of preparing a chart showing | 
trend in favorable comment. Reads 
something like the rise and fall in 
stock market prices because steadily 
improving until April and then slip- 
ping off in May and June. Chart 
revealed editors chipped in with 
favorable comment again through 
Jast of June, through July and 
August. Became very critical in Oc- 
tober and November when stocks fell 





out of bed. 

Hays check showed that many 
newspapers praised the work of the 
Production Code Administration. 
Classification of speeches, interviews 
and meetings advocating government 
control or censorship revealed 55% 
favored continuance of current in- 
dustry policies and 35.1% were for 
regulation of some type. 








M-G ‘BALALAIKA’ WILL 
BRACKET EDDY-MASSEY 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Nelson Eddy and Ilona Massey, 
foreign import, are to be teamed in 
Metro's ‘Balalaika,’ on which Law- 
rence Weingarten will hold the pro- 
duction reins. 

Reginald Leborg will serve as pro- 
duction assistant and direct the 
dance numbers. 





Bennett in ‘Texan’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Joan Bennett, back after several 
months in the touring company of 
‘Stage Door,’ has been loaned by 
Walter Wanger to Paramount for the 
featured femme spot in ‘The Texan,’ 
which has Randolph Scott as the 
male lead. 

Picture goes 
March 14. 


before the cameras 





of Merit. The Academy denies the 
charge of ‘unfair discrimination’ to 
the Screen Playwrights. It pleads 
guilty to the charge of giving the 
Screen Playwrights equal considera- 
tion with the other organizations. 
We were not under the impression 
that we had to give it special and 
unique consideration.’ 

Awards will be announced at the 
annual banquet of the Academy 


Court Rules Out Father’s 


20% Cut of Freddie’s Com 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Cecil L. Bartholomew’s eut of 20% 
off the income of his actor-son, Fred- 
die, was ruled out last Friday (18) 
by a decision in superior court, to 
permit the English youngster to pay 
off obligations amounting to $98,000 
covering back legal fees, state and 
Federal taxes and agent’s commis- 
sions out of his 1938 earnings from 
Metro, which will total $100,000. 

Moppet’s lawyers argued that the 
player would end the year far in 


| debt unless relieved of the parental 


burden forced on him when his aunt 
was granted his custody. 


MEREDITH-RKO 
END CONTRACT 


Burgess Meredith has terminated 
his contract with RKO and will not 
Coast 
stead, he is planning 
vacash to last about three months. 
Plans are somewhat vague at the 
moment, but he aims to leave im- 
mediately after ‘The Star Wagon’ 
(Empire, N. Y.) closes and visit ‘the 
usual places first. There is no 
chance of Meredith’s appearing at 
the Old Vic, in London, either for 
a few guest performances or for an 
extended run, although he has ex- 
pressed a desire to play there some 
day. Present trip is entirely for a 
rest. 

Actor’s contract with RKO was a 
termer, and called for at least one 
picture a year. He made ‘Winterset’ 
and ‘There Goes the Groom’ under 
the pact, although he wasn’t satis- 
fied with the latter. Under the terms 
of the contract, the studio had to 
notify him by Jan. 15 what story it 
had for him. In the executive shake- 
up in the company, studio officials 
neglected to give Meredith the no- 
tification on time. 

Meredith’s duties as acting presi- 
dent of Actors Equity Assn. will be 
ended late this spring. He is a mem- 
ber of council, but has indicated 
definitely that he will not consent to 
be a candidate for the presidency in 
the annual elections. Actor was re- 
cently named head of Chorus Equity, 
also in a temporary capacity. 


Lukor Favors N. Y. 
For Par Theatre 
Convention, Not L. A. 


This year’s convention of the 
Paramount theatre department, with 
its many partners throughout the 
country, is unlikely to be held in 
Hollywood, because Adolph Zukor 
fears a conclave of the operators 
near the studio would not only in- 
terfere with production, but would 
p-ove very costly Zukor is said to 
have indicated to the h.o. that he 
would prefer seeing the convention 


held somewhere in the east, possibly 
New York. 


The latter is more convenient for 
most of the Par operators, and if 
the company is to pay railroad and 
other expenses for partners as well 
as wives during the parley, N. Y. 
wculd be much cheape: than L. A. 





go to the this summer, In- 


a European 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Reported that a new employment 
contract had been offered William 
LeBaron who refused it, however, 
giving as his reason that since 
Adolph Zukor was not under re- 
newal pact, no reason why he should 
be. 





Neagle, Walbrook Again 
To Star in ‘Victoria’ Film 
London, Feb. 15, 
World ‘Victoria the 
Great’ and the demands from public 


success” of 


and exhibitors for a companion pic- 
ture have prompted Herbert Wilcox 
to put into immediate production an- 
other film dealing with the life of 
the Queen and her consort. 
This will be called ‘Victoria 
Albert,’ starring Anna Neagle and 
Anton Walbrook, who also starred 
in the former film. Will be filmed 


and 








March 3 at the Biltmore hotel. 


in Technicolor, 





Opportunity for Young People in Pic 


Biz Greater Today Than Ever—Mayer 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

‘The way of a showman is arduous, 
but the financial and spiritual re- 
wards for success in the theatrical 
profession are liberal,’ Louis B. 
Mayer, production head of the Metro 
studio, is speaking before some 400 
students enrolled in a new class 
given to instruction in motion pic- 
ture distribution at the University of 
Southern California, 

‘There are three 
the makeup of a successful show- 
man,’ Mayer declared. ‘He must 
have, first, a practical knowledge of 
mass psychology, gleaned from an 
unending experience with men and 
women in all walks of life; second, a 
definite honesty of purpose and firm 
belief in his calling; and, finally, un- 
conquerable resource to meet and 
overcome an avalanche of new prob- 
lems daily. 

‘It is better for the showman,’ 
Mayer continued, ‘if within his char- 
acter these attributes are natural and 
rise from spontaneous sources. Some 
men are born to the theatre, have a 
flair and affinity for it. Others ac- 
quire the art through years of study 
and experience. It is a movement 
which presages significant future 
events that a great university is of- 
fering a course in motion pictures 
and a chance for young people to 
acquire fundamentals through study 
and instruction. The film industry 
has grown to a major art and busi- 
ness. Opportunities for young peo- 
ple entering the field are greater 
today than ever before.’ 


requirements in 


Then he mentioned and paid high 
tribute to the contributions to mo- 
tion pictures which have been made 
by Irving Thalberg, for many years 
his associate until his death 18 
months ago; to the late Samuel L. 
(Roxy) Rothafel and to Sid Grau- 
man. Last two he placed in a special 
niche as showman-theatre operators 
whose vision in the greatness of 
films led them to build great theatres 
and pioneer fine exhibition, 


Skouras the inspiration 

Maver was the first lecturer to ad- 
dress the class in a course of special- 
ized motion picture study which has 
been inaugurated at USC by Dr. 
2ufus B. von KleinSmid, who pre- 
sided at the opening session and in- 
troduced the speaker. The affair had 
a distinct professional air, and Dr. 
von KleinSmid explained that the 
course had its inspiration from talks 
he had had with Charles Skouras, 
president of Fox-West Coast Thea- 
tres. Skouras had made the point 
that within the field of West Coast 
exhibition alone there were open- 
ings annually for scores of young 
men. The task of training neophytes 
was a hard ene for the circuit. Hence 
the sponsorship by Skouras of the 
lecture series. Other _ industry 
speakers to follow Mayer are Al 
Lichtman, Dr. A. H. Giannini, Arch 
M. Bowles, Loyd Wright, R. H. Mc- 
Cullough and George Topper. 

Mayer started his discourse from 
a carefully prepared manuscript. 
Within a minute he was extemporiz- 
ing, and thereafter, for better than 
an hour, he held the youths wide 
eyed and eager with his inexhaust- 
ible supply of personal experiences 
as a showman in nearly every branch 
of the business since 1907. 

‘I started as a boy of 22 in Haver- 
hill, Mass.” Mayer told the class. 
‘The country had just — passed 
through a serious business depres- 
sion and it was necessary that I 
should make some connection in bus- 
iness, Through a newspaper adver- 
tisement my attention was drawn to 
a chance to lease a theatre in Haver- 
hill. It was a burlesque house 
named the Gem. I had $600, and 
made arrangements to take over the 
operation. Then I discovered some- 
thing: The house was in ill favor 
with the better class of citizens. It 
was, in fact, called another name— 
the Germ theatre. I cleaned the 
pace up, changed the name to the 
Orpheum. opened with the first 
showing in the community of ‘The 
Passion Play—Life of Christ,’ which 
had been made in color by Pathe, 
and soon won the confidence of the 
public. There were two competing 
theatres in the town. Within two 
years I was operating them, also. 

‘Every showman must have an un- 
derstanding of the public. Two great 
men said all there is to learn on that 
score. P. T. Barnum remarked, 
‘There is a sucker born every min- 
ute.” Abraham Lincoln said, ‘You 
can fool some of the people some of 





the time; all of the people some of 





the time, but you can’t fool all of the 
people all of the time.’ I early 
learned the meaning of those phrases, 
particularly what Lincoln said about 
‘all the people, all of the time.’ 
Mission to Entertain 

‘The mission of the showman is to 
entertain,’ Mayer continued ‘It is 
not within his province and scope to 
educate or preach, except as enlight- 
ening and moral truths are expound- 
ed in terms of entertainment. Every 
great play, every great picture. car- 


ries a vital message to audiences. 
Preachments must be subtle, how- 
ever; they must be expressed in 


terms of life, as portrayed by the 
actors. 

‘It is a fact that there is nothing 
new in the subject material of 
human relations for the dramatist 
and the director. Every phase of 
human relationships has been han- 
dled in the Bible or in the works of 
Shakespeare. What is it then that 
intrigues the showman and the cre- 
ator of entertainment? It is the fact 
that the technique of saying old 
things in a new way changes con- 
stantly. It is the challenge to the 
writer of today to tell his story ina 
striking, new manner. No other art 
of expression possesses such a wide 
range of tools with which to work as 
the motion picture, which combines 
the vision of the camera and the re- 
production of speech and_ sound. 
There are ahead of us so many com- 
binations for the use of these tools 


that a brilliant future for films is 
assured. 

‘There is a place for youth in the 
theatre and in film studios. They 


bring courage, daring and the spirit 
of venture. But their daring must 
be tempered with judgment, and 
seasoned judgment comes from ex- 
perience. That is why, as a young 
man and today, I place a high price 
on the judgment of older showmen 
who have had years of practical ex- 
perience, 
Industry’s Open Door 

‘Films call today for young men 
and women from the colleges. It is 
well that the industry has an open 
door at this particular time. Youth 
is stepping from the hall. of learn- 
ing with ambition, eagerness and 
equipment, *and many fields of occu- 
pation once open to them, are closed. 
I have no remedy for that condition 
of affairs in our industrial life. I 
have no patience with those who 
would brand the young college man 
of today as a radical or a communist. 
I believe I understand the workings 
of his heart and mind. He is full of 
resentment at the world conditions. 
He wants his chance in life. He is 
entitled to it. 

‘I can only say that he has a 
chance in motion pictures i its nu- 
merous and varied forms of activity.’ 

At the conclusion of the address 
Dr. von KleinSmid suggested Maver 
would make an able member of the 
university’s teaching staff. 


ROSSI BACK TO LONDON 
FOR HIS 20TH-FOX DEAL 


Tino Rossi will work out his 20th 
Century-Fox contract in London 


where it is set to do two films. Ac- 
tor-singer has been in U. S. several 
weeks doing pinch-hit sustainers on 
deal between NBC and 20th. 

He was brought over by John 
Royal. Coast studio of 20th couldn't 
spot him and NBC did little, so ac- 
tor packs his bags back to Europe 
this week. 











Dick Powell’s ‘Glamour’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 22 
Warners have assigned Joseph 
Schrank and Wally Klein to write 
an original musical, ‘Glamour Kid.’ 
Picture is intended for Dick 
Powell. 


JANE TALLANT REINSTATED 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Screen Actors Guild Monday night 
(21) reinstated Jane Tallant, make-up 
girl at Paramount. For some time 
the IATSE had been demanding he 
reinstatement. She was suspended 
for six months by the Guild last 
summer for working through the 
Strike. ‘ 

Adolphe Menjou was elected to the 
SAG board te succeed Donald 
Woods, resigned. 
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ycle of Cartoon 


vr 


Features on The 


Way, Following ‘Snow White's’ Click 


The click of ‘Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs,’ with the 
realization that there is no end to 
the sources of material adaptable to 
pen and ink, most of it copyright- 
free, is stimulating high interest in 
the possibilities of a feature cartoon 
evcle among major producer-dis- 
tributors. A deluge of actorless full- 
lengths is feared in some quarters 
where, at the same time, it is pre- 
dicted a lack of good animators and 
proper production in a difficult 
medium may kill any such cycle off 
fast. 

That producers are intent on going 
ahead, however, after seeing what 
‘Snow White’ is doing, is revealed 
by a general check of home offices. 
Walt Disney already is at work on a 
second feature cartoon, ‘Pinnochio,’ 
and has determined on a third to fol- 
low that which will probably be 
called ‘Bombi,’ built around the story 
of a young deer. 

On top of this, Paramount has de- 
cided to go into the field at once, 
with Max Fleischer producing a first 
feature for that organization, while 
Warner Bros. is discussing the mak- 
ing of two features in sketching 
form. E. W. Hammons, who has mer- 
chandised cartoon shorts for many 
years, produced by Paul Terry, may 
also go into the field. Metro, too, is 
a possibility, it is said, with Hal 
Roach owning one of the properties 
that is considered ideal for a car- 
toon feature. 

This is ‘Babes in Toyland,’ while 
other stories considered highly de- 
sirable right now and are being 
sought are ‘Wizard of Oz,’ owned by 
Sam Goldwyn, and ‘Alice in Won- 
derland,’ controlled by Par. Last 
mentioned is not expected to let 
*Wonderland’ go but in addition to 
this property, is going over a lot 
of material which suggests ideal 
adaptability to cartooning. WB has 
two things in mind for cartoon fea- 
tures, This company’s cartoon pro- 
ducer, Leon Schlesinger, is away on 
a cruise at present, final details on 
any feature production probably to 
await his return to New York. 

‘Wizard of Oz’ 

Although 20th-Fox has no organi- 
zation equipped to tackle cartoon 
features, and at the home office it 
is said no known plans for pen-and- 
inkers are laid, it has put in a bid 
to buy ‘Wizard of Oz’ from Goldwyn. 
In connection with the offer to buy 
‘Oz,’ it is also claime? that the com- 
pany would film it as a regular fea- 
ture, not as a cartoon. One question 
in various quarters is whether Gold- 
wyn will sell, there always being the 
Possibility that since such high in- 
terest centers around ‘Oz’ as cartoon 
material, he may want to do it him- 
Self sans actors. At United Artists. 
executives have no knowledge at 
present of any feature cartoon pro- 
ducing plans. A series of ‘Skippy’ 
cartoons shorts are being made for 
the company now, following flight of 
Disney to RKO last year. ‘Rip Van 
Winkle’ as a cartoon is being con- 
Sidered, with WB mentioned as a 
Possible maker of that. 

Although feeling that the field is 
unlimited, with much possible in pen 
and ink that can’t be done with liv- 
ing talent, leading film executives 
point out that animators would .have 
to be trained if the cycle was to 
reach important proportions. That is 
One of the problems of the moment 
in connection with plans to try to do 
a Disney. He has the jump as well 
as most of the good animators. 

A possibility that is interesting 
Various companies is the production 
Of two or three-reel cartvons. If the 
industry were able to produce e1.ough 


coupled 


cartoors of three reels or there- 
rigors . this might be the open sesame 


to the breakdown of double billing 
in this country. The thought is being 
Careiully weighed as supplemental 
to the making of feature lengths i 


fc in 
pen and ink. 

k Report from Minneapolis that the 
id admission price for ‘Snow White’ 


when ; peat : 
When it plays the Mps. and St. Paul 
Orpheums 





Public Ennui No. 1 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
British scribe on one of 
major lots for four months 


doing nothing is in the dumps 
because now he has to do noth- 
ing, but he has todo it at home. 
They’ve taken his office away 
from him and given it to two 
other fellows. 


Says time at the studio 
wasn't wholly wasted because 
he could wander around and 
make friends. The pay is the 
same, but he has no chance to 
make friends. So he has to 


go to previews on skulls to see 
the friends he did make, and 
he says it’s not the same. 

Feels pretty blue about it, 
but can’t complain to the story 
editor because he’s in Europe 
digging up more writers de- 
serving of layoffs on full pay. 








four county councils of Greater Lon- 
don granted a universal certificate 
over censors’ adult certificate and 
will play London with no deletions 
Critics inev'tably vieweco the pic- | 
'ture with the censors’ opinion in | 
mind and devoted space to discus- 
| sing that matter, but acclaimed the 
film as fine production, feeling sure 


would be 15c, a_ nickel | 
. 0ST over regular. price, rathe: 
‘an Zoe as obtained by RKO in 


(Continued on page 29) 








NO PIC EXHIBIT 
LIKELY AT N. Y. 
OR S. F. FAIR 


- 





Industry probably will not be rep- 
resented by means of a replica of 
Hollywood or similar studio setup 
either at the New York World's Fair 
or San Francisco exposition, both in 


1939. Film executives believe if one 
fair is given such recognition the 


other should have it, which is why 
neither will get it. 

Thus far inner-industry  discus- 
sions have produced the same objec- 
tions tc the picture studio idea that 
were raised at the Chicago exposi- 
tion. One is that any inside on how 
films are made would destroy the 
great illusion; the other is that the 
business feels there is a world’s fair 


in miniature at every crossroad 
through the medium of a picture 


theatre—a theatre expo at the fair 
would be direct opposition to regu- 
larly operated houses. 


SONGSMITHS IN H’WOOD 
CONTRACT SHUFFLE 


Hollywood, Feb. 22, 
Nacio Herb Brown 
his two-year contract at Metro as a 





has finished 


songwriter and checks off the lot to 
freelance. Brown's teammate, Ar- 
thur Freed, has been made a pro- 
ducer, but will not abandon cleffing. 
He's joined Mervyn Le Roy’s unit. 

Option on Walter Donaldson also 
allowed to lapse and he also will 
freelance. 

Sidney D. Mitchell lft 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox after working on music as- 
signments without contract. His col- 
laborator, Lew Pollock, was given a 
new ticket by the studio last week. 





London OK’s ‘Snow White’ 


London, Feb. 22. 
‘Snow White’ was shown to press 
(Monday ). 


Collery 
VzQiiery 


It is opening 
(24) 


Despite censors’ opinion that certain 


yesterday 


>a Newr 
sat ve 


alleged horrific scenes should be cut, 


' 


it will be sensationally successful. 
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THINK IT HURTS 


Even Though Hits Are Made 
Well in Advance of Films’ 
Release, the Third and 








Fourth Runs Still Benefit | 


a Scientific | 


— However, 


P THE D.O. 
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Modus Operandi Is Used | 


3-6 WEEKS IN ADVANCE 


Although some diversity of 


exists in connection with the 


| value of hit songs, in advance of re- 





lease of pictures containing them, 
both with respect to distribution and 
at the box office, .1l sales 


agree that musical numbers of im- 
portance are a decided asset, aside 
from the commercial value of the 
music itself, and that the question of 
plugging, release, spotting, etc., is 
something which now merits more 
than ordinary consideration. The 
men behind the selling of film are 
also agreed that no set formula pre- 
vails with regard to the handling of 
songs. 

The release of tunes for exploita- 
tion on the air or otherwise, the 
differences that exist in the possi- 
bilities among songs, the control of 
numbers so that release of pictures 
they’re from isn’t too far off, sales 
value of top songs, especially in the 
dating of picture product, and ave- 
nues most desirable for plugging are 
all matters which are today subject 
to thorough discussion. Distributors 
point out that so far as songs from 


leaders 


film are concerned, the amount of 
plugging they should receive, how 


far in advance of release this plug- 
ging should begin, where the plug- 
ging should occur, etc., are matters 
of experiment since one rule might 
apply to one song, but no. another. 


Major sales leaders, mos‘ of them 
favoring plugging six weeks in ad- 
vance of release on an average, dis- 
agree with exhibitors down the line 
on release who complain that with 
advance performance of songs they 
are dead by the time the picture 
reaches them. This may be true in 
some cases where a song gets freak- 
ish over-plugging, but even if that 
is true, the basic film source does 
not suffer from the fact. The ex- 
hibitor may not get extr* business 
by virtue of the fact a song hit acts 
as an incentive to see the picture, 
should he get it months after the 
song has reached hitdom, but if the 
picture is good ao amount of ad- 
vance plugging is going to ruin it, it 
is contended. The theory also exists 
with most picture leaders that even 
if a subsequent run doesn’t get a 
picture until 90 days after first-run 
release, and the songs have been 
plugged longer than that, he is still 
going to benefit from it. 

Whether or not the complaints of 
third and fourth-run exhibitors are 
justified, the distributors cannot af- 
ford to drop plugging of numbers in 
advance of natiunal release since, in 
that case, first-ri.n theatres would be 
receiving no buiidup. One of the 
big sales bosses epi.omized the situa- 
tion by indicating that you had to 


loc’- at the top (the first and second 
runs), rather than at the bottom. in 
considering the matter of getting 


value out of songs. 
Helps Right Down to the Line 
While some companie 
hit song will help tie first and sec- 


fee] tnat 


opin- | 








| 


picture films. Because of absolute 
vovernment control, television 
broadcasters could grab ace features 
and shorts for this. Extremely du- 
bious if such would be possible in 
U. S., industry having signified it i 
willing to lend films now only foi 
experimental purposes. In Great 
sritain television time i plit 
tween films and live talent. 
Drake indicated that television in 
| this country would have to be cor 
iderably simplified and materia 
reduced in cost before it coul 
judged commercially feasible It 
vould be up to sponsors and 
Oimpanies tu a rb the ¢ ) 
‘ost presenti itlined I 
trasted television cost t t 
alking pictures, pointing out that 
vhile und eemed n expe ely 
mprovement at the time t coul 
be absorbed because theat 
tudios had financial ) yi | 
; ! 


ynd-runs proportionately more than 
subs behind » in others, notabls 
20th-Fox, UA and Metro, it main- 
ained that the very ex tion of a 
picture extensive it tial rur 
will help the eatres which follow 
William F. Rodger sales manage! 
f Metro, points to ‘Rosalie.’ « c 
received a lot of advance plugzir 
becoming an outstanding hit, and to- 
lay arouses i.is.e.t attention wher 
dlayed., Rodge ice not believe 
hat songs of hit cali lie out quite 
that fast. especiaily if thev're f 
nicture which tl vublic r e | 
nfluenced to see because t nave 
liked a number like ‘Rosalie.’ The- 
(Continued on page 25) 


| Germany, according to Drake. 


NT] Razzing the Censors, with Special 


Clips to Indicate 
Was Applied, Is 





from the heart it fetched 
everybody. Agent signed her 
to write a script around her 


experiences. 

Agent was telling his troubles 
to the screwball writers So 
they moved in and begged her 





to let them collaborate. Deal 
was made and agent now has 


three people working for him 
where only two loafed before. 


CURRENT BIZ 
SETS BACK 
TELEVISH 


Prevailing business conditions has 
delayed possible appearance of tele- 
vision on a mild commercial scale 
by four to six years, according to 
technical men, Their recent check 
was based on the fact that antici- 
pated heavy outlay with only a 
minimum number of receiving sets 
will confront potential sponsors un- 
der existing conditions. Whether 
poor business will hamper television 
tests probably will be revealed in 
the next few months. There is a 
distinct possibility that the depletion 
of income for companies involved in 
testing will slow up the develop- 
ment. 

Irregular schedule of test pro- 
grams is continued by Radio Corp., 
transmission being from the top of 
the Empire State building. Equip- 
ment for Columbia Broadcasting 
System will be delivered late this 
spring on schedule. Though tests 
have been made for ad agencies, no 
television program rights have been 
sold for the simple reason that the 
F.C.C. has issued licenses only for 
experimental purposes. 

Slow demand for television sets in | 
England indicates how long it will 
take to establish vogue of sight- | 
sound broadcasting in U. S. in order 
to make it a commercial proposition, | 
Whitford Drake, president of Elec- | 
trical Research Products, Inc., who! 
surveyed television progress abroad | 
during his recent trip, said that only 
about 2,000 sets were sold in the 
British Isles during a year’s time, 
though the price was $200 on aver- 
age. 

Most successful televizing was in| 
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Bulk | 
of programs there were taken from | 


by Mae 
Screw-Driver i State censorship of film now 4 
oe political sustaining proposition ia 
Hollywood. Feb. 22 ix states, is being attacked in Penn- 
Femme sec of a brace of sylvania through the medium of ex- 
sevewhall serivences wrote a hibitors bold enough to flaunt the 
column sbout nuts she had state board supervision. New ides 
known in the writing biz. It for holding up censorship to ridicule 
was her first attempt at writ- which does not violate any state 
ing herself, but it was so much Statutes, may accomplish more in 


| age to picture as result of clipping 


| tu one-third. 


; actors 


; two years to run, 


'on him Oct. 10, 1937, five days after 


Where Shearing 
a New Exhib's Gag 


the long run than all previous efforts 
by the industry to halt official cen- 
soring. 

At least several e:shibs have tried 
the expedient of making up a special 
trailer which is flashed on the screen 
when a break in the film occurs 
This states baldly that the break 
was caused by censor cuts and dam- 


of original negative. 

Understood that the Pennsy state 
board tried to secure an injunction 
against the exhibitor on the grounds 
that the trailer had no censor seal, 
but exhibitor continues to run it. 

Idea back of this simple expedient 
is to call public attention to the 
fact that censors operate on produc- 
tions that other states pass in toto 
Business leaders see this new move 
as acknowledgment on the part of 
exhibitors that censorship really 
hurts their bsuiness because unable 
to give full version of feature, alter- 
ation of running time, ete. 

Previously tne exhibitors simply 
said they did not care, because, if 
the censors barred a picture, they 
did not have to run them. Experi- 
ence has showed that a majority of 
films are passed, though cuts may 
reduce length of picture one-fourth 


Karsas, Maryland, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Virginia are 
tre states with full censorship at 
present, with nearly every one being 
elf-sustaining through fees charged 
per reel for censoring. Highest rate 
is charged in Ohio, where average 
feature costs $24 to put through the 
board. Average charge is $8 per 
feature in Maryland and Virginia, 
with cther states getting about $16 
per feature. Greatest revenue is ob- 
tained in New York state because 
of the number of prints circulated 
on each released production. 


AGENTS CITE TWO ON 
COMMISSION CLAIMS 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
more controversies between 
and agents were laid before 
the State Labor Bureau when Fred- 
die Fralick filed against Christian 
Rub, and Stanley Bergerman, Inc., 
cited Henry Hull, both 10ers 
charging breach of contract. 

Fralick alleges Rub discharged him 
Aug. 13, 1936, wi.hout just cause de- 
spite the fact his contract had nearly 
Plaintiff asks the 
bureau to fix the amount of damages. 


3ergerman claims Hull walked out 








Two 


they had entered into the managerial 
agreement, and asks $7,500 damages. 





Written as “Lhe Stooge,’ 
Par Films It as ‘Rainbows’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Dorothy Lamour and Bob Hope 
draw the feature roles in Parse 
sunt ‘Rain in th Nizht,? 
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Lefty Gets ‘Chicago’ by Mistake, But 
He’s Leery Now After ‘Snow White’ 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Feb. 22. 
Dear Joe: 

Bananas aren’t the only things that come in bunches. Trouble gives 
it a photo finish. The early part of the week they send me ‘In Old 
Chicago’ which is one of the big pictures of the year. Well, I figure 
there’s a catch to it somewheres, so I sent it back, although I had all 
I could do to keep myself from running it, because pictures like that 
don’t come to guys like me only by mistake, but with this lawsuit 
they got against me for running ‘Snow White’ and the beef I got from 
the Fire Department for violations, ’n’ everything, I figgered it’s bet- 
ter to send it back and not take any chances. 

Maybe it’s a trick of theirs; if I run it it would make me a second 
offender and then it would be easy for them to send me to that 
Government Warehouse on Alcatraz, although my lawyer sed they 
couldn’t do that to me for that. Some smart guy once said, ‘Necessity 
knows no law.’ Well, sometimes it’s the case with lawyers, too. This 
‘Gentleman-of-the-jury’ guy of mine just sits in his office and tells me 
not to worry. So far there has been nothing done except the Ex- 
change sending me a letter and my ‘Blackstone Special’ answering 
them back, denying everything. I guess they figger I’m worrying 
so are holding back until I get gray. Well, if this lawsuit don’t do it 
the pictures they are sendin me will. 

The last few pictures I got had very poor lighting. I guess they 
made ’em in the dark so the public couldn’t see how bad they really 
are, The product I’m getting draws like a broken cigar. You couldn't 
break even with them if they shipped them out with $10 bills in the 
can. But I’m in no spot to kick. As soon as I complain they point 
to ‘Snow White’ which I got by mistake, and even then are suing me 
for running it. They send me one great picture a year, then wear 
out their fingers, pointing at it when I kick about the lousy ones. It’s 
a good thing my dancing schoo] is doing good, although a dozen of 
the older pupils gave up a couple of weeks’ lessons of the Big Apple 
because they were bruised and tired out. 

Aggie is feeling much better but is plenty worried about Jr. The 
Mayor got another letter without a signature saying that in a few days 
the writer will forward information why we shouldn’t be allowed to 
adopt the kid. I didn’t tell this to Aggie because it would only worry 
her more. It’s got me half nuts. I can't sleep nights at all. 

I got one of them talking pillows; when I lay down on it it keeps 
saying, ‘Why did you play that Snow White?’ ‘Why did you go into 
this lousy picture business?’, and a dozen other things. 

As I say I can’t sleep nights so the other afternoon I stepped into 
an auction sale and sat down to rest, and I must have dozen off be- 
cause the next thing I knew a guy was shaking me and asked me to 
get out. When I asked him what was the matter he said, ‘You fell 
asleep, and every time you nodded you got the auctioneer nuts.’ 

The kid is gabbing away a mile a minute; he doesn’t say much but 
he sure is saying it all the time. And we gotta watch him like a hawk 
because he almost swallowed a safety pin the other day. He believes 
there’s a place for everything and everything in its place, and he fig- 
gers the place is in his mouth. I don't know what we’d ever do with- 
out him. Aggie and me have had dogs which we loved a lot, but 
there’s nothing like a kid. When they put their arms around your 
neck they got such a soft touch; not like the Exchange people have 
when they got you by the throat. 

Give my best to the gang back there and tell ’em they can have 
my share of the wet part of sunny California, It’s been raining here 
longer than Queen Victoria did. Sez 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S—Gracie Deagon, all the way from Cincinnati, sez, ‘When a man 
makes a good convict why should they try to pardon him and make a 
bad citizen?’ 





} 


| 
| 
| 


| 
{ 
| 


| 


| 


} 


| 








Regan Foilows Autry 


CONNOLLY-SMITH’S 
In Break with Rep, 
Wants Pact Release 











NEWSREELER CHAIN 


Chain of newsreel-shorts theatres, 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


While the first steps toward a 
reconciliation between Republic Pic- 
tures and Gene Autry are reported 
nearing fruition, the Herbert Yates 
organization is understood to be fac- 


ing talent dissatisfaction from a dif- | 


ferent angle with the arrival on the 
Coast of Phil Regan, another of its 
warbling thesps. Former Brooklyn 
copper is said by his friends to have 
deferred personal’ appearance tour 
in order to face studio execs with a 
demand for his release because of 
the type of roles assigned him and 
dhe small budgets given his produc- 
tions. 


Meantime, an important Texas 
exhibitor, reputedly a _ long-time 
friend of both sides, is serving as 
mediator in the Autry walkout. 
However, Rep is proceeding with its 
plan to feature Roy Rogers, a radio- 
ite, in ‘Washington Cowboy,’ orig- 
jinally intended for Autry. 





‘Hurricane’s’ Ist 13 Weeks. 
In N. Y. Gets UA $150,000. 


A rental of around $150,000 fizg- 
ures for United Artists on the 13- 
week engagement of ‘Hurricance’ in 
New York, eight weeks of which 
was on a twice-daily run at the As- 
tor, five weeks at first run 
prices at the Rivoli. 


|launching of which was delayed 





pop | 


In the 13 weeks, the picture, prior 


to the Loew circuit for 
showings, drew 


to going 
subsequent 
$231,900. 


from last fall because of business 
conditions, is now nearing comple- 
| tion as far as locations is concerned. 
| Jack Connolly, formerly news editor 
|of Pathe newsreel, headed for the 
Coast last Saturday 
close deals for key spots in that ter- 
ritory. Connolly is associated with 


editor for Pathe News, in project. 


probably will be launched with 
about 50 in operation. Date for start 
will depend on business outlook. 


WB Film Lab Unveiled 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Fred Gage, Warners chief labora- 











tory engineer, and his aides, Al Ton- | 


dreau and Ed Munson, presided over 
|preview ceremonies marking the 
completion of the Burbank studio's 
}new $500,000 film lab last week. 
Guests included Los Angeles news- 
paper publishers and the army of 


national and foreign correspondents | 


assigned to cover the film front. 





‘Crown’ for Dieterle 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
William Dieterle has been handed 
the directorial stint on Warners’ ‘The 


down! Phantom Crown,’ originally sched- 
Of this amount, $108,000, uled as “The Patriots,’ which Henry 


was “arnered in the eight weeks at | Blake will produce. 


the Astor, while $126,000 was drawn 


at the Riv on five weeks. 


Screen play is being written by 


John Huston, 








| tion 
|restrain enforcement of the North 


| divest 
theatre holdings. 


Thomas—will 


Holt’s Six for Col. 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Larry Darmour has_ contracted 
Jack Holt for six more pictures to 
be made for Columbia release, with 
‘The Boomerang’ as the first, Henry 
Altimus and Jefferson Parker are at 





| work on the screen play. 


Picture will go into production in 


|March with Lewis D. Collins direct- 
| ing. 





N.D. Divorcement 


Appeal Argument 
Set for March | 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 
Paramount’s applica- 
injunction to 


Hearing on 
for a temporary 


Dakota theatre divorcement law 
finally has been set for March 1 at 
Fargo. This is 15 days before the 
law becomes effective compelling the 
Minnesota Amus Co. (Paramount) to 
itself of its North Dakota 


Three Federal court judges—G. F. 
Sullivan, J. B. Sanborn and Seth 
try the case. The 
plaintiffs, including Paramount Pic- 


| tures, Inc., in addition to its affiliate 


in the state, the American Amus. 


|Co., are attacking the statute’s con- 
stitutionality. 


The law provides that 
no producer or distributor of pic- 
tures can own or operate any the- 
atres in N. D. Defendants claim that 
it deprives them of property without 
due process of law, interferes with 


| interstate commerce and violates the 


Federal constitution which provides 
‘no state shall deny any person 
within its jurisdiction equal protec- 
tion of its laws.’ 

North Dakota has appointed two 
special assistant attorneys general, 
Abram F. Myers, Washington, and 
Louis B. Schwartz, Minneapolis, to 
help Attorney General A. C. Strutz 
in defending the measure. Both 
sides have indicated they would 
carry the fight to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, if necessary. 

Allied States has sponsored the- 
atre divorcement legislation in a 
number of states, but North Dakota 
thus far is the first state to pass such 
a measure. 


Film Publicists Again 
Talking P.A. Guild Idea 


Talk of a Guild for picture com- 
pany press agents and advertising- 
exploitation men is being revived, 
with younger members of the AMPA 
credited with being biggest advo- 
cates. Similar move gained mo- 
mentum about 18 months ago, but 
was dropped when old forces re- 
mained ir dominating control of the 
Association of Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers. 

Recent attempts to 








revive the 


| Guild idea within AMPA ranks has 


| advocate: 


Courtland Smith, former managing | old AMPA. 


been stymied by the presence of 


(19) and may | Haysians at so-called closed sessions. 


At least that is the explanation of 
for failure to establish a 
| Press Agents Guild in place of the 
Success of theatrical 
{press agents apparently is back of 


Circuit of small theatres with seat- | conversations looking towards some- 
ing capzcity between 200 and 250 thing similar in the industry. 





Alice Brady’s Illness 
Holds Up U’s ‘B’way’ Pic 
| Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
| Universal's ‘Goodbye Broadway’ 
unit is again marking time, due to 
the illness of Alice Brady, who is 
confined to her home under the care 
of physicians. 
dienne is 
maining to be 


3Zecause the comme- 
needed for all scenes re- 
filmed, the date for 


resumption on the production is un- | 


ceriain, 
Actress was out for several days 
during the earlier shooting. 


Three More Benchleys 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Ray Rowland, Metro shorts subject 
director, and Al Axte, 
back from New York after 
ing three more Robert 
starts. 
Benchley is 


Benchley 


now putting the fin- 
ishing touches on two more scripts, 
and pair will return to 
in three weeks to handle the job. 


The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 





‘Goldwyn Follies’ a Medley 

As is usually the case when a picture has a little bit of everything { 
turns out to be nothing in particular. Opera singers, other assorted yoe 
calists, comedians, dancers and Adolphe Menjou are stirred up together to 
make a musica] whatsis of ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ And just to add to the cone 
fusion there is Ella Logan, a singer, who doesn’t, and Andrea Leeds who 
isn’t and does, 

Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy are grand and the Ritz Bros. give 
an occasional lift. But outside of those brief moments, the most interest. 
ing thing about the picture is the color treatment, with one especially 
gorgeous shot of a beach dotted with bright umbrellas. 

Omar Kiam does a good job of handling wardrobe colors. Helen Jepson 
sings in a shadow blue taffeta with off-shoulder, draped bodice, and in a 
black sheer with spangled bertha and frothy train. Dancer Zorina rises 
from a pool in gold cloth leotard over which she puts a gold sequined 
ballet dress. She’s backgrounded by the American Ballet in pale blue 
spangled tulle, 

Although the program states ‘Color harmony makeup by Max Factor,’ 
Miss Leeds’ lip rouge looks spotty in several closeups. Her clothes stress 
girlish simplicity for the most part, with one evening gown that looks like 
cellophane, topped by short ermine cape. 

The more sophisticated Zorina’s wardrobe includes a white rhumba 
dress with red dots and red bound ruffles, and a low cut white chiffon with 
shirred diaphragm-hugging bodice. 

Phil Baker and his accordion are around somewhere, Charles Kullman 
joins Miss Jepson in ‘La Traviata’ and the likable Kenny Baker takes care 
of the rest of the male vocaling and Miss Leeds’ heart interest. 


A Convert te Color 

‘Tom Sawyer,’ current at the Music Hall, is one of the finest technicolor 
jobs achieved. The colors are more subdued than most predecessors, and 
where it still isn’t the spittin’ image of the real thing, a few more colore 
ifics like ‘Tom’ will make a lot of die-hards give in. 

It’s an excellent entertainment for those who have only a slight acquaine 
tance with the beloved Mr. Clemens, but to anyone brought up on Mark 
Twain, no mere mortal could ever depict Tom and Huck. Probably 
Tommy Kelly and Ann Gillis are as good as could be found for Tom and 
Becky, but the Kelly lad’s face is too sweet for many conceptions of Tom. 
Little Miss Gillis, whose lovely red gold curls are an excellent argument 
for color films, suffers less from comparison with the fiction character, as 
Becky didn’t figure so prominently in the book. There is nothing wrong 
with the job Jackie Moran does, but he is not Huck, For one thing, he's 
too civilized. 

The performance which probably will (and certainly should) linger 
longest in the audience mind is Walter Brennan as the town drunk. When 
Mr. Brennan gets through with the part there is a strong feeling that 
Mark Twain himself would have agreed that his character had come to 
life—which is more than may be said of the youthful stars. Victor Jory 
does right by Injun Joe, and the picture is full of beautiful camera work 
with action climaxed in the cave scenes. 

Costumes are of the period with Aunt Polly (May Robson) in tight 
basques and enormously full skirts, and the little girls in gathered skirts, 
pinafores and most becoming flowered bonnets. 

Hall’s Tzigane Terps 

A formal garden setting with ‘ladies of the court’ in period costumes of 
luscious candy colors background the Music Hall ballet, led by Nina 
Whitney. Miss Whitney dances until she is stabbed by Valentinoff, in a 
costume consisting of several vari-colored scarves. The Rockettes’ gypsy 
costumes have green and red predominating, red boots and white puff 
sleeve blouses. Hollace Shaw of radio, prima donnas in enormous black 
satin hoop skirt with white satin panel, fitted basque and a sweeping blue 
plume on her tiny hat. 

Dorothy James is allotted the ‘modern’ vocalistics, wearing a gown that 
could have been more becoming. It is high-necked, long, of two shades 
of blue that aren’t very happy together, and indefinitely fit. The Rockettes 
are gay in the briefest of red shorts, white satin tops, red gloves and rede 
plumed hats. Ruth Daye taps in a ‘little girl’ blue dress which has too 
many gathers around the middle. 

‘Tom Sawyer’ stars make a few seconds’ personal appearances, little 
Ann Gillis’ sunset hair set off by a straight blue frock, with little round 
white collar, and Tommy Kelly in long-trousered dark blue suit. 





Annabella’s Accentiess Film Parents 

Annabella, in her first American-made film, ‘The Baroness and the But- 
ler,’ wears a backless black bathing suit better than she speaks English. 
Placing the family in Budapest is supposed to explain Annabella’s accent, 
but the film presents that old Hollywood enigma—a daughter who can 
scarcely be understood and parents without a trace of accent. The blonde 
French star has personality, but the picture is a frothy bit placing no 
great strain on her histrionics. 

Outside of his ability to balance a tray on one hand, William Powell 
is scarcely convincing as the descendant of a long line of butlers. He 
handles the tea things gracefully, but he isn’t the gentleman’s gent type. 

Helen Westley and Henry Stephenson as Annabella’s parents, with 
Powell, provide what amusing situations there are in the picture. 

Evening things for the star are designed to set off her shoulders which 
can well stand the exposure. One black velvet is cut almost to the waist 
in front, the deep V decorated with a large rhinestone flower. A collarless 
fur jacket with halo hat and shoulder length veil is an effective street cos- 
tume, and feminine sheers, one printed and one white embroidered ore 
gandie serve for garden party wear. 

Joseph Shildkraut, as Annabella’s foppish husband, wears a blonde wig 
and does what dirty work there is to be done. 

A little more homework on the English and it will be easier to tell 
whether Annabella’s ticket to Hollywood reads roundtrip or one way. 

Sentiment Week at the Roxy 

Sentiment week at the Roxy with the Rooneys and the Timbergs heading 
the bill. Herman Timberg with violin and son, and Pat Rooney with ‘The 
Daughter of Rosie O'Grady’ and son. The Timbergs are assisted by Audrey 
Parker, who makes first appearance in a red checked ‘country’ dress, and 
changes to swirling evening gown with short wing sleeves. 

The Gae Foster girls waltz in bouffant sheer gowns of pale rose over 
; deep rose and hair decorated with rhinestone bands. Girls wind up the 
show with formation bike riding and a minimum of spills. Colorful cos- 
tumes of tiny umbrella skirts over green bloomers, fitted tops with orange 
puff sleeves and postage stamp aprons to carry out the Tyrolean effect, are 
worn for the bike number. 


Clyde McCoy Sends the Cops Back to Their Beats 





cutter, are | 
complet- 


Manhattan 


| Ushers relaxed, policemen went back to their beats, and the Paramount 

rubbed its eyes at a strange opening day lull as Clyde McCoy and his band 
j rattled around in the swing-shoes vacated by Benny Goodman and his 
outfit. The slim, dark McCoy trumpets to good applause, but inspires no 
| revival spirit in his youthful audience. The usually unruly early-gatherers 
| allowed the three Bennett Sisters, clad in flowing white satin gowns, to 
| warble sweetly without heckling. But Mitzi Green was more their speed. 
They like to talk to the performers and Miss Green was perfectly willing 
| to talk right back to them—in their own language. She does her songs 
| and impressions in a young, pale rose, suspender frock, with brown blouse 
‘and gloves, and brown back-on-the-head Breton with a pink flower. 
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| Actors Laugh Of IA’s Ambitions 


+ en 
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All threats by 


+h 


p 


charter 


C 


roval in the past of the IATSE. 


could the IA get such ju 


a vote, it is claimed. 


tive committee the moment the IA 


Even were the IA successful in 


walk out rather than come under 


also 
usurp the rights of another having 
field. 
tion, the entry of the CIO into the 


Only perso 


among the least vital. 


dental in show business. Idea of 
ludicrous, according to that view. 





George E. Brow 
heads in New York continue to minimize the possibility of the IATSE 
taking over jurisdiction of all workers in show biz. 
» actor jurisdiction is clearly held by 
Only by revocation of the Four A’s 


constitution, a two-thirds vote by rollcall on the floor of the c 
tion is required to revoke a charter 


If Browne's idea is to gain the jurisdiction by coercion before the 
next AFL convention, the Four A’s will protest to the AFL execu- 


some such overt move is made, the Four A’s will take no action. 

studios could not hire such players without violating their 10-year 
contract with the Screen Actors’ Guild. 
would almost certainly result in a film actor strike, while casual in- 
quiries among performers in New York indicate they would also | 
a question of whether the NLRB would permit one union to 


And in any AFL action to de 


What actors and others in the cr 
is that of all the workers in the amusement industry, stagehands are 


writers, actors and possibly directors and producers, it is explained. 
Stagehands, despite their solidified strength, 


ne notwithstanding, union 


actor 


Point out 


with the 


that 


Four A’s, ap- 


the 


And the AFL 


nven- 


risdiction. under 


*.. Browne could never gain such 


tries to sign up any actors. Until 


gaining actor members, the film 





Violation of that contract | 


stagehand jurisdiction. There is 
recognized representation in the 
prive the Four A’s of its jurisdic- 
scene would be a certainty. 

eative end of show biz point out 
ns actually indispensable are the 
actually an inci- 
their controlling the industry is 


are 








H’wood Crafts’ Frown on IATSE 


(Continued from page 1) 


tion by members that certain pro- 
ducers were planning a campaign of 
salary reductions. Reported writers, 
technicians and other craftsmen had 
been discharged and later offered 
jobs back at less coin. General at- 
titude was if reports were found true 
the Guilds will take immediate ac- 
tion and take a united stand against 
salary cuts. 

Lack of finances and proper lead- 
ership however, has delayed actual | 
formation of the proposed federation. 
Letter, urging immediate formation 
ef federation of independents, has 
been broadcast by Ted Pierce, presi- 
dent of the Screen Cartoon Guild. 
While latter organization claims to 
represent 1,800 artists, other crafts 
have shied away from alliance with 
SCG because of reports that group 
planned to affiliate with the Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organization. 


Success of proposed move will de- 
pend largely upon the attitude of the 
actors. The SAG has shown a dis- 
position to shy away from any en- 
tangling alliances for fear of jeop- 
ardizing its 10-year contract with 
producers. The actors are also in- 
clined to believe the IA is bluffing, 
and that no actual move will be 
made to take over control of the 
players and other creative workers. 


The unemployment situation in the 
major studios has caused consider- 
able unrest in all labor crafts, and 
assurance from the IATSE that work 
would be provided for all crafts 
taken over would undoubtedly 
weaken any opposition. Several of 
the groups are known to be friendly 
ta the IA but want some assurance 
that they will be allowed to retain 
local autonomy and that no salary 
assessments will be levied. 


_Producers have halted negotia- 
tions with all unrecognized crafts 
until the IATSE situation is clari- 
fied. Studio executives are not re- 
fusing to negotiate but are merely 
Stalling parleys until it is definitely 
established whether the IA will 
move in at the producer-labor con- 
ferences scheduled for New York 
April 1. 

Screen Playwrights, Inc., which 
controls about 200 topflight writers, 
has made it plain that it will not be 
drawn into any controversy arising 
from jurisdiction move by the IA. 
John Lee Mahin, SP president, said 
his organization did not have any 
Aight with the IATSE or any other 
International. 





Preparing the Evidence 

In the meantime, the SAG has a 
Committee busy preparing statistics 
“ ae — in asking improved work- 
ns conditions 3 WwW 
act wit toe peedesers treerpeta 
: ers i: pened | 
Within the next few weeks. Aboli- 
tion of the $5.50 check for extras 
shor hours and definite work 
‘mmitments for day players are 


ter 


c 


among the proposals under consid- 
eration. 

Definite program will be mapped 
out this week when Kenneth Thom- 
son, SAG executive secretary, re- 
turns to his desk after taking the 
rest cure for a week. Thomson be- 
came ill while attending recent 
meeting of the board of directors 
and was urged to take a complete 
rest. 

The SAG 
adopted a resolution making it man- 
datory upon members to report any 
violation by producers of the pro- 
ducers-Screen Actors Guild mini- 
mum basic agreement. Violation is 
punishable by having a member 
cited for misconduct, to be followed 
by suspension or expulsion. 

Action is said to have been 
prompted by failure of members to 
report asserted salary chiseling by 
an independent producer. SAG 
claims producer hired players on 
weekly basis and then paid them 
only for days actually worked, check 
being endorsed back to the producer. 

Members of Authors League of 
America are now voting on proposal 
to grant complete autonomy to the 
Screen Writers Guild. Majority 
sentiment favors move, and it is 
probable vote will be favorable to 
move when ballots are tallied March 
3. 

Idle Workers Called to Meeting 

A call for mass meeting of all stu- 
dio unemploved has been called for 
Thursday (24) at Carpenters Hall. 
Workers will be given an opportun- 
ity to make recommendations from 
the floor for providing more work 
for idle men. Questionnaires are 
also being mailed to all members 
asking for suggestions for improving 
situation. Mecting was arranged by 
Herbert Sorrell, business represent- 
ative of Motion Picture Painters Lo- 
cal 644. 

W. B. Cullen, one of leaders in 
studio strike last summer, has re- 
signed as business representative of 
Sign Writers Local 831. Failure of | 
Cullen to gain jurisdiction over stu- | 
dio sign writers, now held by Local | 
644, is said to have created dissen- 
tion in ranks of Local 831. Move to 
take over sign writers was success- 


board of directors has | 
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Complexities of the Picture 
Business Are Such That 
Many in Washington May 
Not Comprehend — No 
Secret About the 
lanche of Squawks 














HOW TO COMBAT? 


Film industry feels it’s on the spot 
in present Congressional session at 
Washington. Blowoff came when 


Neely measure was reported out of 
the senate committee, where it 
been dormant for more than a year. 
Not since the move to regulate pro- 
duction, distribution and censorship 
back in 1932 has the threat against 
the film business been so ominous. 

Neely-Pettingill legislation is 
rect threat just now but it is only 
the spearhead of attack directed at 
film business currently. 
chieftains make no bones about the 
fact that congressmen in recent 
months have received a steady bar- 
rage of letters from constituents urg- 
ing that something ‘be done about 
the picture business.’ Gist of these 


constitute reforms but have never 
done them. 

Influx of these urgent notes, which 
| have increased in recent weeks, has 
convinced numerous senators and 
representatives that something tang- 
ible must be done to ferret cvt pres- 
ent evil practices. And many have 
| arrived at the conclusion that if busi- 


i ness won't do it, the Government 


| will. Nothing much has transpired 
since but congressmen claim they 
have received mounting protests 


against certain dustry practices 
ever since the demise of the NRA 
several years ago. Blue Eagle had 
a method of dealing with alleged 
malpractices, whether or not entire- 
ly efficient in dealing with them. 
This was all swept aside with the 
death of the Indigo Bird. 

Besides the Neely measure, Con- 
gress also has before it two resolu- 
tions, the Hobbs stipulation and Dies 
resolution. Both now are in com- 
mittees and both would provde Con- 
gressonal junkets to tear the mech- 
anism of the film business apart, 
from smallest exhibitor to biggest 
producer or distributor, and see what 
makes it tick. Some of the indus- 
try even believe a Congressional in- 
vestigation might do more good than 
harm. 


What seems more likely is regula- | 


tion patterned after the lines of the 
Duffy coal measure. 
national salons persists that 
thing is wrong in the film 
though they are not exactly sure 
what it is or what can be done to 
effect a change. 

Anti-block booking idea is the 
principal theme of the Neely meas 
ure which is current source of wor- 
ry to the business. Difficulty that 
picture company leaders thus far 
of 


side of the question is failure 


ness. 


Neely’s Provisos 
Washington, Feb. 22. 





fully resisted by Sorrell, who had} 
the support of Pat Casey, producer 
labor contact. 


- $e | 


O’Shea Vacashing Before 
Starting In at Loew’s. 


Ted O'Shea, who has moved his 
family from Buffalo to New York |} 
following appointment recently as 
eastern district manager of Metro, | 
left Friday (18) for Florida. He will} 
be gone two three weeks. Nick | 
Schenck remains in Miami but Wil- | 
liam F. Rodgers had to come back to 


or 


New York because of press of dis- 
tribution matters. 

O’Shea has made no changes at 
Metro since coming into the com- 


pany’s No. 1 district. 


! of the Necly bill outlawing 


|} ous communities can 


National ban on block-booking and 
blind selling is ‘a matter of urgent 
public importance,’ Senate 
state Commerce Commitiee declared 
last week in recommending passage 
the film 
industry’s historic sales methods. 

Good social and results 
will flow from legislation requiring 
distributors to (1) provide advance 
description of un-made pictures and 
(2) allow exhibitors to pick and 
choose individual features in leasing 
for the season, the report asserted 
Bill was described as ilar to the 
local option laws under which vari- 
forbid 
shops within their limits. 

Pointing to the attitude of ‘vast 

(Continued on page 15) 


economic 


sin 


erog- 
BIO, 


Ava-. 


had | 


di- | 


Industry | 


is that principal companies in busi- | 
ness have promised to do things and | 


Feeling with | 
some- | 
business | 


have encountered in explaining their | 


the measure’s advocates to appreci- | 
ate full complexities of the film busi- | 


Inter- | 








VARIETY 


SERIOUS 





Authors’ League Election in N. Y. 
March 3; SWG's Complete Autonomy 





Browne Reiterates 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Browne, in town 
and for the 
Feb. VAG reiterated 
the decision of the IATSE to 
go into all branches of show 
business, and to take over 
other unions, so as to give them 


George F. 
on business 
hands’ ball 


stage- 


the financial and numerical 

} backing of IATSE. 

Like James C. Petrillo. 
Browne is interested in pro- 
moting the standing of the 
American Federation of Labor 
and is making every effort to 


prevent expansion of the Com- 
mittee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion and other movements. 
Feeling is that the small 
unions could likely come 
under the influence of the 
‘wrong’ organization, unless the 
IATSE gave them support. 
Browne is particularly going 
ahead in the extension of 
cashiers, doormen and_ ushers 
union, and expects to reach a 
national membership of 75% 
of all such available membets 
in the CDU. He is also plan- 


ning general strengthening of 
operators and stagehands’ sit- 


uation in the south, which has 
been a stepchild in the IATSE. 
Charters and locals will be 
brushed and a drive instituted 
to bring in all operators and 
stagehands throughout the 
southern territory. 











TO SMOOTH 
EQUITY 


In an effort to iron out remaining 
friction between Equity and the 
Screen Actors Guild, Robert Mont- 
gomery, SAG prez, will come east 
in a couple of weeks to huddle with 
Burgess Meredith, acting prez of 
Equity, for an exchange of views. 
Action was suggested by Kenncth 
Thomson, SAG exec-director, during 
his recent visit to New York, but it 
had been thought Montgomery’s film 
commitments would keep him in 
Hollywood until late summer. 

However, Meredith last week 
in touch with the SAG prez 
phone and the coming powwow 
was arraneed. Understood Montgom- 
ery will remain in the east only a 
'couple of days, returning imme- 
diately after his talks with Mere- 
| dith. Since becoming head of Equity, 
| Meredith has cought to cement the 
relations between his organization 
and SAG. He and Montgomery are 
each members of both organizations. 





was 


U. S. FILM EXPORTS TO 
BRITAIN UPPED IN ’37 


Washinton, Feb. 22. 
Volume of American-made motion 
shipped to Great Britain 
rose in 1937 despite strong pressure 
close the to U. S. 


picture 


! to 


gates 


SAG PREZ EAST 


a 
Ballots for the referendum on the 
proposed amendment to the consti- 
tution of the Author League of 
America, Inc., were mailed to the 


Election will 
March 


membership last week. 
be held at a 
3, at the Lincoln hotel, N. Y. 

Three propositions are included on 
the ballot 
tonomy to the Screen Writers Guild, 


special meeting 


First grants complete au- 





making it an affiliace group, instead 
of a member group, as are the Au- 
thors Guild, Dramatists Guild and 
Radio Writers Guild. 

Second covers the scale of assess- 
|ments based on earnings from film 
writing, as follows: Incomes of 


by 


$40,000 or over per year, $50 quarter- 
| ly; incomes of from $20,000 to $40,- 
|000 per year, $25 quarterly; $10,000 
| to $20,000 per year, $18.75 quarterly; 
| $5,000 to $10,000 per year, $10 quar- 
| terly, and $2,500 to $5,000 per year, 
| $6.25 quarterly. 

| Third proposition covers assess- 
|ments relating to incomes from sale 
of plays, as follows: For dramatic 
shows, $5 a week for gross boxoffice 
| receipts up to and including $9,000 
ja week, $10 a week for receipts from 
| $9,000 to $15,000 and $15 a week for 
| receipts over $15,000 a week; for mu- 
| sical shows, $1 a weck for gross box- 
office receipts up to and including 
| $18,000 a week, $2 a week for re- 
| ceipts from $18,000 to $25,000 and $3 
|} a week for receipts over $25,000. 

| In the case of the first proposition, 
the Screen Writers Guild already has 
considerable aut»nomy, just as the 
| other member groups have. Amend- 
iment, if adopted, would give it a 
great deal more power. Change was 
| proposed by SWG heads of the ‘spe- 
cial problems connected with screen 
writing and the distance of the SWG 
office from the central office of the 
Authors League.’ Most vital change 
actually has to do with finances, 
since under the proposed amend- 


|}ment SWG will have its own treas- 


ury and control of its own funds, 

Thought likely the three amend- 
ments will be approved by the mem- 
bership. 


STILL TRYING TO GET 
‘ECSTACY’ INTO N. Y. 


Eureka Productions, Inc., which 
has been battling for more than 
three years to be allowed to show its 
Austrian-made picture, ‘Ecstasy,’ in 
N. Y. State was given premission 
Monday (21) to appeal to the 
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals, by 
Judge William Bondy. The corpora- 
tion several months ago filed suit to 
compel Governor Herbert Lehman, 
Attorney General John J. Bennett, 
Frank P. Graves, State Commissioner 





| of Education, and Irwin Esmond, di- 
| rector of the motion picture division 


of the Education Dept. to lift their 
ban against the picture. 

Eureka claimed that, as the Gov- 
ernment had allowed the prints to 





enter the country, the individual 
states had no power to bar exhi- 
bition. A statutory court of three 





} 


| 


product, | 


the Commerce Department reported | 


last veek, 

Summary of 
United Kingdom last year reflected a 
595,000-foot jump in the 
| exposed unexposed 
| Total sent the pond hit 
942,000 feet. 


| FARROW KEEPS BUSY 
Hollywood; Feb, 22 
John Farrow, currently directing 

Warners ‘Little Lady Luck,’ h 
|been inked tc pilot the 
| ‘Three Broadway Girls.’ 


Picture gets going in three weeks 


amount ol 
footage 


63,- 


and 


acre 


our exports to the | baritone, who wa 


federal judges dismissed the action 
and Eureka asked to be allowed to 
appeal from that decision. 





ALTMAN TREKS EAST 
Al Altman, Metro’s eastern talent 
executive, returns to N. Y. today 
(Wed.) from the Coast where he 
conferred with producers regarding 
talent requirements. 


Kenneth Stevens. youthful Chicago 


screentested in 
sast, was signatured by M-G while 
he was in Hollywood 
Readying Boys Town Pic 
Omaha, Feb. 22. 
Father Flanagan of Boys Town, 
eb., i Morrie Jacob of the 
Bozell & J »bs ad agency entrained 
for the Coast last week to confab 
with Metro exec over proposed 
flicker based on Bo Town 
Sitting in o confab will be John 
Considine, Jr. and Robert Rubin, 
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Three Pix Split Up Top Coin In 
L. A.: Follies’ 296, ‘Yank’ $27,000, 
‘Baby’ 276, Buccaneer’ 106, 3d Wk. 


+ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 


Influx of three outstanding b.o. 
draw and few strong holdovers,}d 
have rejuvenated trade locally, with 
most of the first ru! headed for bet- |} 
ter than = average returns Top 
prosses on the week are ‘Goldwyn 
Follies, playing to smash returns at 
the two Warner houses, Downtown 
and Hollywood: ‘Yank at Oxford at 
¢he State and Chinese, to better than 
averave biz. and the newest Katha- | 


rine Hepburn opus, ‘Bringing Up 
Baby’ at the day-date RKO and Pan- | 
tages for excellent trade 

Holdovers include ‘The Buccaneer,’ 
now in third and final week at the 
Paramount, and Walt Disney’s ‘Snow 
White and Seven Dwarfs’ in ninth 
week at the Carthay Circle as a 
two-a-day attraction. 

Estimates for This Weck 


Carthay Cirele (Fox) (1,518; 55- |: 


83-1.10-1.65)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) | 
(9th week). Continues to show sur- 
prising strength, although current 
week somewhat off. Eighth stanza 
finished with smash $13,000, topping 
two previous weeks. 

Chinese (Grauman-Fox) (2,024; 30- 
40-55-75)—‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) 
and ‘Love on a Budget’ (20th), dual. 
Strong Hollywood draw for this Rob- 
ert Taylor starrer, so looks like nifty 
$12,000 on the stanza. Last week, 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) and ‘Arsene 
Lupin Returns’ (MG), weak $10.500, 
although topping its day-dater, State, 
by couple of hundred. 

Dewntown (WB) (1.800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Started 
to terrific draw and on opening day 
outgrossed three previous Goldwyn 

ix by safe margin. Looks like very 
pi $14,000 and a holdover. Last 
week, ‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB) and 
*Jnvisible Menace’ (WB), weak $5.700. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—In Old Chicago’ (20th) (6th 
week). Getting down close to non- 
profit point and will probably call 
it finis in two or three weeks. Fifth 
gtanza finished with fair $4,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Hit- 
ting on all six and should grab off 
terrific $15,000. Last week ‘Swing 
Your Lady’ (WB) and ‘Invisible 
Menace’ (WB), very poor $5,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Hawaiian Buckaroo’ (20th) and 
‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO) dual 
end vaudeville. Nothing outstand- 
ing on stage or screen, so only fair 
$7,000 likely. Last week, ‘Patient in 
Room 18’ (FN) and ‘You're Only 
Young Once’ (MG). plus Faith Bacon 
@n stage, okay $7,900. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Wo- 


ee RR Hs 


First Runs on n Broadway 


a } 





ton 


Stuart mopar 57 4 (1,900: 


‘Hollywood ‘Hotel’ 
good $3,400 in six days 


‘FOLLIES,’ $13,000, BIG 
IN L’VILLE; ‘GOLD’ OK 
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Week of Feb. 24 
Aster — ‘In Old Chicago’ 


(20th) (8th wk). 
Capitol — ‘Yank at 
(MGM). 


(Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Criterion—‘She Married 


Artist’ (Col) (25). 


(Reviewed in VARIETY, 


Globe — ‘The Rat’ 
(26) 


Musie Hall—‘Adventures Tom 
Sawyer’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Paramount— ‘Buccaneer’ (Par ) 


(2d wk). 


Rialto—‘No Time to 


(Col) (22). 
Rivoli — *Goldwyn 
(UA) (2d wk) 


Roxy—‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 


(20th) (25). 


Strand—‘Slight Case of Mur- 


der’ (WB) (26). 


(Reviewed in VaRIety, 
Week of March 3 
Astor—'In Old Chicago’ (20th) 


(9th wk). 
Capitol—‘Yank at 
(MGM) (2d wk). 


Music .Hall — ‘Bringing 


Baby’ (RKO) 


(Reviewed in VARIETY, 


Paramount—‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 


(3d wk). 
Rialto — ‘Women in 
(Col) 1). 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Riveli — *Goldwyn 


(UA) (3d wk). 


Roxy—‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 


(20th) (2d wk). 


Strand—‘Slight Case of Mur- 


der’ (WB) (2d wk). 











with b.o. takes still on the hefty side. 
Tops looks to be ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
at Loew’s State, 
color pic is running about even with 
the ‘Hurricane’ 
‘Snow White,’ 
stanza at the Rialto, is romping along 
and windup will probably 
better $9,000. 


take a couple 


tional under Jack Kane, : 


second week attraction, 
to give this burg a wide choice of 
entertainment. 

Estimates for This Week 
(Fourth Ave. 2 
; : 15-30-40) —Of Human Hearts’ 
(MG) and ‘Paradise for Three’ 
from Loew’s State ¢ 
promising to cop right nice $2,700. 





A moveover 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 
‘Damsel in Distress’ 


Average $2,200. Last week, ‘Barrier’ 
(Par) and ‘It’s Love I'm After’ 
split with ‘Fight for Lady’ 





men in Prison’ (Col), dual. clep- 
burn-Grant combo piling up substan- 
tial $15,000 that presages a holdover. 
Last week, ‘Radio City Revels’ 
(RKO) and ‘Jury's Secret’ (U) pretty 
poor $6,000. 

Paramount (Parimar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—Buccaneer’ (Par) and stage 
show (3rd week). Showing unex- 
pected strength on third-final stanza 
for probable good $10,000 on six 
days. Second week topped $14,000, 


ig. 

RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—‘Bringing 
Up Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Women in 
Prison’ (Col), dual. Opened neatly 
and on first week of certain two 
should have no trouble hitting very 

ood $12,000. Last week ‘Radio City 
evels’ (RKO) and ‘Jury's Secret’ 
(U), weak $6,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2.414; 30-40-55- 
75)—Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and 
‘Love on a Budget’ (20th), dual. 
Opening day brought biggest Thurs- 
day take since New Year’s week, and 
with weekend trade holding strong 
should return very big $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) and 
‘Lupin Returns’ (MG), pretty weak 
$10,100. 

United Artisis (Fox-UA) (2.100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) and 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG), dual. 
Very little in sight on moveover, as 
poor $1,800 indicates. Last week. 
‘Mannequin’ (MG) and ‘Change of 
Heart’ (20th), so-so $3.400. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) and ‘Ar- 
gene Lupin Returns’ (MG), dual. Biz 
not up to siandard, with fair $4,000 
about the answer. Last week, ‘Man- 
nequin’ (MG) and ‘Change of Aeart’ 
(20th), not toc not at $5,600. 


‘Hurricane’ Very Strong 
$1,700 in Stormy Lincoln 


Lincoln, Feb. 22. 

*Hurricane’ was preceded into town 
by a b evd and veluw zero 
weather, which makes it not entirely 
jn season, but not far out of Hine. 
Weather broke to advaniage. how- 
ever, and with an eight-day stretch 
jt appears to have inside track on 
$4,700, fine. 

Esiimates for This Week 

Kiva ‘Noble) (446; 10-15) -—- ‘No 
Time to Marry’ (Col) and ‘I Was a 
Spy’ (GB). Good, $1,100. Last week, 
‘Old Barn Dance’ ‘Rep) and ‘Look 


and ‘True Confession’ 


Loew’s State 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
a winner here and running neck and 
neck with ‘Hurricane’ gross of two 
capital. 


, under expectations at 


Mary Anderson j 
15-30-40) — ‘Gold Is Where You Find 
Plenty okay and should 
cop $3,600. Last week, 4 


with 
box office prices. 
. healthy $3.500. 
the 


band’s Secretary’ (WB) and “Two for 





(UA) and ‘Here Comes Carter’ 


Fine $1.600. Last week, ‘Scarface’ 
(UA) and ‘Swing High’ 
split with ‘Clarence’ (Par) and ‘Hell's 
Angels’ (UA), average $1,400. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40) — ‘Snow White’ 
ing up first week’s smash $15,000. 
Still pulling biz at a steady rate and 
indications are for big $9,000. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) 
30-40) — ‘Checkers’ 
on a Budget’ (20th). Fact that Jane 
Withers is in town on visit to her 
grandparents, 
stories in local papers, 
dound to advantage of b.o. takings, 
indicated at around $3,700, okay. Last 
week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) and 
of Time, after moveover from Rialto, 
good $3,600, 


(RKO). 


(20th) and ‘Love 


and copped 





Follies’ Dandy $11,000 
In Indpls., but Waring 
Crew So-So $12,500 


Indianapolis, Feb. 22. 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ at Loew’s is set- 
ting a fast pace among the first runs 
with a nifty gross, 
fact that 





in spite of the 
business conditions 
erally are troubled in this Hoosier 
‘Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs’ is strong at the de luxe In- 
diana in its second week and is doing 
better than many films gross in their 
opening weeks at the same house. 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians, 
‘Scandal Street’ at the Circle, 
opened slowly at slightly increased 
House had adver- 
tised five shows daily, but changed 
to four show schedule and lowered 
its admission prices beginning with 
second day of the run. 
extra opposition, however, 


severe crimp in the usually con- 





Except for coupla spots, things are 
pretty quiet. Icy weather over week- 
end didn’ help any. 

Benny Goodman's band. at the Fox 
with ‘She Married an Artist,’ 
year’s delay, has town si 


office pace. Extra jam session Satur- 
day night (19) at $1.10 top helped 
swell gross plenty. 
s at the Madison. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1.700; : 
— Prescription 
‘Women in Prison’ 


‘Goldwyn Follies’ 


(3,000: 


(re-run) plus 


Fex (Indie) (5.000: 
Married an Artist 


30-40-65 )—‘She 
’ (Col) with Benny 


(Rep), 


: : fans to tune 
of solid $31,000, aided by $1.10 * 


, (2.000: 
session’ Saturday midnight (19). Last 








Withers on stage, good $26.000. 
i (United Detroit) 


Goodman Swinging ‘Artist’ to Smash 
$33,000 in Det.; Follies’ Fine $14,000 


30-40-65)—‘Goldwyn_ Follies’ 
plenty forie at $14,000 
Last stanza, ‘Victoria 
(RIZO), weak $4,300. 
Michigan (United Detroit) 
30-40-65)—‘Gold Is Where You Find 
It? (WB) with Dave Apollon revue on 
stage. Looks oke at $21,000, but noth- 
ing to write home about. Last week, 
‘Thrill of a Lifetime’ 
Mischa Auer topping 
$17.500. 

Palms - State ‘(United Detroit) 
30-40-50 )— Buccaneer’ 
(re-run) plus ‘You're Only Young 
Once’ (MG), dual. Former 
moved here after two Si 
UA: looks like nice $11,000, 
week, ‘Beg. Borrow’ (MG), ‘Sh. 
Octopus’ (WB) and ‘Lone Ranger’ 
greatly affected by fear after 
house was bombed opening ni 
and only fair $7,500. 
United Artists ‘United Detroit) 
30-40-65)—‘Of Human Hearts’ 
(MG). Figures only $6,500, 
Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ 
lowing strong $11,500 first 
vot fair $6.000. 





Exhibs s Blue. Philly B.0.'s Red: ‘Gold 
So-So $14,000, Bidcast’ Sad $14,500 





sistent vaudfilm Lyric and its gross 
is carmine on ‘International Settle- 
men’ and vaude minus any names, 
Estimates for This Week 
Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Checkers’ (20th) and ‘Non- 
Stop New York’ (GB). House has 
alternated weekly between second 


}run and first run policy with little 
|success. First run take this week 
lis slow at $2,000. Last week, ‘Happy 
| Landing’ (20th) in its third week, 


got nice $2.100. 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 25-30- 


140) — ‘Scandal Street’ (Par) and 


Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians on 
stage. Latter widely exploited here, 
but take is under expectations with 
little profit at $12,500. Last week, 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and ‘Dou- 
ble Danger’ (RKO), $4,600, moderate. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Snow White’ (RKO). Doing 
fine in second week with indicated 
take of $7,000. Same pic took smash 
$15,000 in opening stanza last week. 

Leew’s (Loew’s) (2.400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Swell cam- 
paign here is stepping this one up 
to dandy $11,000. Last week, ‘Man- 
nequin® (MG) and ‘Only Young 


| Once’ (MG), very good $8,800 


Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) — 
‘International Settlement’ (20th) and 
vaude. Pic stressed in ads above 
stage half of bill, but gross is lowest 
house has had in years at $5,000, dis- 
mal. Last week, ‘Blondes at Work’ 
(WB) and Dave Apollon stage revue, 
also poor at tibia 000. 


‘Yank’ with “City Girl’ 
Hot $9, 000 i in Seattle 


Seattle. Feb. 22. 

Takes the big ones to get the 
dough these days, with the theatre- 
goer shopping. At thai, some nifties 
are drawing below par. Even nabes 
are hard hit; in fact more so than 
the downtown houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Eversreen) 
(900; 27)—‘Wise Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO), dual. 
Possibly $2.000, poor. Last week 
‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) (reissue) 
and ‘Adventures End’ (U), dual, $2,- 
600, nice. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32 )—‘2nd Honeymoon’ 
(20th) and ‘Ebb Tide’ (Par), dual. 
Looking for $3,000, good. Last week 
‘Heidi’ (20th) and ‘Live, Love’ (MG), 
dual, $3,300, big. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Partners of Plains’ (Par) and ‘Girl 
from Scotland Yard’ (Par), dual, 
split with ‘Borneo’ (20th) and ‘Miss 
Aldrich’ (MG), dual. Brings in new 
change policy; anticipate $1,800, 
Okay. Last week, ‘Heading East’ 
(Col) and ‘I Was a Spy’ (GB), dual, 
$1,700, slow. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2.400; 32-37-42)—‘Goldwyn 
Follies’ (UA). Single bill for this 
big one, plus special campaign. Good 
$9,; 300 exnected. Last week ‘Bucca- 
neer’ (Par), singleton. six days, sec- 
ond week, $5,000, okay. 

Liberty (J-vh) (1,900; 21-27-42)— 
‘Penitentiary’ (Col) and ‘No Time to 
Marry’ (Col), dual. Indicate $5,400, 
okay. Last week ‘Stand In’ (UA) and 
fA ny to Dance’ (Col), dual, $5,200, 
air. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’s 
Revenge’ (Par), dual (4th week). 
Hitting around $2,700, good. Last 
a same films, third week, $4,100, 

ig. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42)—‘Everybody Sing’ 
(MG) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), dual. 
Pulled after five days: $3,000, poor. 
Last week ‘Of Human Hearts’ (MG) 
and ‘Hitting New High’ ‘(RKO). 
pulled after six days. and poor $4,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 16-27- 
37)—London by Night’ (MG) and 
vaude. Expect $3.500. good. Last 
week ‘Over the Goal’ (FN) and 
Major Bowes International Unit, six 
days, great $7,200 for new house rec- 
ord. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.106; 32-37-42)—‘Yank at Oxford’ 
(MG) and ‘City Girl’ (20th). dual. 
Nice combo drawing good $9,000 and 
will h.o. Last week ‘Paradise for 
3’ (MG) and ‘Checkers’ (20th), dual, 
okay $6,000. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘True Confession’ (Par) and ‘Boy of 
the Streets’ (MG), dual. Anticipate 
nice $2.500. Last week ‘Damsel in 
Distress’ (RKO) and ‘Girl with 
Ideas’ (U), dual, $2,700, good. 


a eae Team 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

David Selznick is co-starring Wil- 
liam Powell and Carole Lombard in 
‘American Beauty,’ farce by Martha 
Madison and Vincent Gerbino. 

Powell will rest in South and 
Central America for two months 
while script is being readied. 
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Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

Generally punkaroo biz conditions 
in Philly, plus dearth of strong prod. 
uct, again putiing b.o.’s here behind 
the eight ball. Finishing touch was 
lent by a driving rainstorm Saturday 
(19) and six inches of slushy 
Sunday. Only consolation left to 
exhibs is that they’re starting to be 
come accustomed to sad grosse 

Only spot that’s showing any 
strength at all is the Aldine. \ th 
‘Goldwyn Follies.’ Pic. jn its 
week, clicking off nice $11.500 fter 
powerful $19,000 in opening gallop 
Also pacing along nicely is 4 Wo a 
daying ‘Chicago,’ at the indie-oper- 
ated Erlanger. Banked oke $14.000 
initial session. 

On the other hand are such disap- 
pointers as ‘Gold Is Where You Find 
It,’ at the Fox, which was expected 
to get two weeks, but is being pulled 
for ‘Romance in the Dark: ‘Big 
Broadcast,’ at the Stanley, and ‘Rar. 
oness and the Butler,’ at the Bovd 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,200: 40-55-75) 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2d week) 
Showing nice strength at $13.000 th 
stanza after very pleasant $19.000 in 
opening turn. Will hold another 
week. 

Boyd (WB) (2.400: 40-55-65)— 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th). Ex- 
hibiting no spirit with flagging $11.- 
500. Last week even Robert Taylor. 
heretcfore always good for at least 
two laps here, failed to mesh, and 
Yank at Oxford’ (MG) went out 
after one turn, with so-so $15.500 

Earle (WB) (3.000: 25-40-55)— 
‘Blondes at Work’ (WB) and Pinky 
Tomlin p.a. Tomlin hardly power- 
ful enough marquee draw, and this 
vaudfilmer off somewhat at never- 
theless profitable $18,000. Last week, 
‘No Time to Marry’ (Col) and Ted 
Weems band, somewhat better at 
$19,800. 

Erlanger (Boyd Enterprises) ¢1.- 
859; 57-86-$1.14-$1.71)—‘In Old Chi- 
cago’ (20th) (2d week). Not setting 
the town ablaze, but moving along 
in satisfactory manner for an eight- 
week stand. Opening stanza drew 
$13.900. 

Fox (WB) (2.300: 40-55-65)—‘Golad 
Is Where You Find It’ (WB). Tinter 
handled nicely by crix, but failing 
to make grade for expected possible 
second lap with $14.000. Last week 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO), although 
hypoed by ‘The River,’ almost scored 
a new low for this spot at $9,100. 

Kariton (WB) (1,100; 40-50)—‘Buc- 
caneer’ (Par) (2d run) (2d wk).—A 
strongie and, contrary to policy of 
this second-runner, was held over 
for additional week. Doing solid 
$4.500 after equally good $6,500 in 
initial session. 

Keith’s (WB) (2.400: 40-50)— 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) (2d run. 
Like its first run. still weak, al- 
though aided by ‘The River.’ Will 
set $3.900. Last week‘ Happy Land- 
ing’ (20th) (2d run), good $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.000; 40-55-65)— 
‘Big Broadcast’ (MG). Just about 
consistent with general biz and 
oretty sad at $14.500. Last week 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) a dud with 
$12.000. 

Stanton (WB) (1.700; 30-40-50)— 
‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB). Not bad at 
$6,500. Last week ‘Chan at Monte 
Carlo’ (20th), fair $4,800. 


‘YANK’ OK 126 IN BALTO; 
‘GOLD’ FINDS NICE 726 


Baltimore, Feb. 22. 

It's still ‘Snow White’ here in spite 
of brutal weather over weekend and 
the combo Hippodrome is riding 
high into a bango second session to 
$15,000 after a record-making open- 
ing week of $19,300. Third week 
most probable. Loew's Century |s 
also taking a nifty spurt with “Yank 
at Oxford,’ indicating okay $12.000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century a (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Yank at Oxford’ 
(MG). Very steady play building te 
possible $12,000. Last week. ‘Of 
Human Hearts’ (MG), mild $7.200 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.200: 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Snow White 
(RKO) (2d week). Holding up hey- 
hey pace in spite of bad weather and 
marking up $15,000 after record- 
breaking opening session of $19,300 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2.500: 15- 
25- ‘The Buccancer’ ‘Par) 
(3d ‘week ). Ending its run to grand 
total of $24,000. ‘Romance in the 
Dark’ (Par) opens Thurs. (24) 

New (Mechanic) (1.400; 15-25-3- 
40-55) — ‘Baroness and the Butle! 
(20th). So-so critical reception net 
helping to more than $3.500. Last 
week, ‘Met My Love Again’ (UA). 
fot $2,900, n.g. 

Stanley (WB) (3.450; 15-25-31 -40)- 
55I—'Gold Is Where You Find lt 
(WB). Some mild interest to possible 
$7,500. Last week, revival of ‘Borde!- 
town’ (WB), not much at $4,160. 
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Blizz Hits Chi Biz; ‘Gold, Vaude 
Poor $23,000, ‘Love Again’ Only 
$8000, ‘Follies Very Good 366 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Loop took a bad licking from a 
blizzard Saturday (19), which kept 
customers at home with their 
was a tough weekend on 
that score and it will take plenty for 
the downtown theatres to get out of 
the jam week. 

Plenty of new stuff in the 
with Saturday seeing two new 
the competition: ‘I 


the 
radios. It 


this 
Libis 


loop 


also, 
enter 


pictures : 
Love Again,’ at the Roose- 


Met My é 
yelt, and ‘Everybody Sing’ at the 
United Artists. Holdovers were in 


the Palace with ‘Stage Door,’ the 
Garrick with ‘Hurricane, and ‘In Old 
Chicago’ continuing on its roadshow 


run at the Apollo. — 
Oriental has ‘Goldwyn Follies and, 


its doing big, nearly as much as 
‘Stella Dallas,’ which started the 
new policy here. The Chicago is 
sadly disappointed with ‘Gold Is 


Where You Find It,’ despite wallop- 
cooperation from the Hearst 


ing 
rags — 
Estimates for This W eek 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- 


$1.65)—In Old Chicago’ (20th) (4th 
wee Roadshower is still going 
along powerfully and indicates at 
least double the stay. Again bettered 
$16,000 last week. _ 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Gold Is Where’ (WB) and stage 
show. Maybe it’s the title. Anyway 
the customers are staying away. 
Maybe $23,000, very disappointing. 
Last week, ‘Man Proof’ (MG), turned 
in okay $29,000. 
Garrick (B&K) 


kK). 


(900; 35-55-65-75) 


—Hurricane’ (UA). Now in sixth 
week and going strong. Topping 
$5,000 currently after fine $6,600 last 
week. 


Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75) 
—‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) and vaude. 
Box-office magnet, running close 
behind ‘Stella Dallas.’ Looks like 
big $36,000. Last week, ‘Buccaneer 
(Par). finished wow four-week run 
in two ace B. & K.ers to fine $15,900. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Stage Door’ (RKO) and vaude, 
(2nd week). Turning in good $17,000 
currently, building on_ excellent 
comment, after taking fine $20,100 
last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Met My Love’ (UA). Opened 
Saturday (19) and headed for only 
$8,000, poor. Last week, ‘Of Human 
Hearts’ (MG), was sad at $7,100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55) —‘Beg, Borrow’ (MG) and 
vaude. Good flicker for this house 
and good gross at $13,000. About the 
same last week for ‘45 Fathers’ (20th) 
at $13,400. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) —- ‘Everybody’ (MG). 
Opened Saturday (19) and looks off 
at $10,000. Last week, ‘Mannequin’ 
(MG), slumped quickly in second 
week and finished to meek $8,700. 


‘Gold’ $4,500, ‘End’ 
7G in Stormy Omaha 


Omaha, Feb. 22. 

Theatre row in an about face past 
couple of weeks. Biz down for two 
Teasons, mediocre films and some 
real wintry weather, of which there 
has been little previously this sea- 
son. 

Omaha, with ‘Dead End,’ and 
Brandeis, with ‘Gold Is Where You 
Find It,’ sporting most quality of cur- 
rent offerings, but little reai box 
office draft to be found anywhere 
On row. Weather, which has pam- 
pered town all winter, finally came 
into its own with a six-inch snow 
fall followed by zero temperature 
over weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Gold Is Where You Find 
It’ (FN) and ‘High Flyers’ (RKO), 
dual. Program broke in day early 
and will run eight days. Only aver- 
age at $4,500. Last week, ‘Manhat- 
tan Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep) and ‘She 
Married An Artist’ (Col), very slow 
at $3,000 for six days. 
,, Dundee (Goldberg) (650; 10-25)— 
It's Love I'm After’ (FN), ‘Hold "Em 
Navy’ (Par) and ‘Hitting New High’ 
{RKO}, triple bill first half week. 
Ebb Tide’ (Par) and ‘Merry Go 
Round of °38’ (U), doubled Sunday 
through Wednesday. Nothing excep- 
tional in entire layout and $900 will 
pe satisfactory figure. Last week, 
+ Syn’ (GB), ‘Night Club Scandal’ 
(I v) and ‘Fit for a King’ (RKO) 
triple bill first three days of week; 
sarrier (Par), ‘Angel’ (Par) and 
Bi iddock-Farr fight pictures, last 
halt of week. $1,100, fair. 
Domaka (Blank) (2,100: 10-25-40)— 
end, End’ (UA) and ‘Change of 

cart (20th), dual. Suitable pro- 
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° 
Key City Grosses 
Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ....... $1,756,600 
(Based on 23 cittes, 163 thea- 
tres, chiefly mrst run ncelud- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same 
Week Last Year $1,951,200 
(Based on 27 cities 183 thea- 
tres) 
gram but no box office draft; $7,000 
will be fair. Last week, ‘Hurricane’ 
(UA) and ‘Love on Toast’ (Par), 
twin-billed, swept them in for best 


biz of 1938 at $10,000, 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-25-40) 
—Bareness and the Butler’ (20th) 
and ‘Fifty-Second Street’ (UA), dual. 
Two fairish films spell only fairish 
biz. House probably week’s leader 
at $7,300. Last week, ‘Happy Land- 
(20th-Fox) and ‘Tarzan’s 
(20th), ploughed through 
three days of wintry weather for 
new house record for straight films, 
$13,000 


ng’ ye- 
Ing vt 


venge’ 


Taylor Hurt By 
Disney, but Still 
OK 176 in Wash. 


Washington, Feb. 22, 
White’ is still ruling town 
both psychologically and financially. 
angle is way all 
over town and even in nearby ham- 
lets are erecting signs tying Disney 
merchandise in with pic, with house 
not buying the placards but not 
even having to prompt their use. 

‘Yank at Oxford’ is biggest sufferer 
from ’Snow White’ opposition, being 


‘Snow 


Interesting stores 


only other major pic without stage 
show. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-40- 


66)—'Baroness and Butler’ (20th) 
and vaude. Roscoe Ates and Emory 
Deutsch orch top stage show, but it’s 
William Powell that’s responsible for 
better - than - recent-average $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Of Human Hearts’ (MG), 
poor $16,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583: 25-40)— 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) (2d run). 
Second week on main stem looking 
toward light $3,500. Last week, ‘Man- 
nequin’ (MG), in third downtown 
week, satisfied with $3,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ (WB) 
and vaude, Will Osborn orch some 
help, but not beyond fair $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB) 
and vaude, fair $14,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up beautifully as unplanted bally 
continues to blanket town, Looks 
like wow $23,000. Last week, spurted 
midway to top expectations to wind 
up with record $25,000. 

Met (WB) (1.853; 25-40)—‘Boy of 
the Streets’ (Mono). Kind of stuff 
house does well with and may take 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘True Con- 
fession’ (Par) (2d run), good $5,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG). Big bally 
on new Bob Taylor, but ‘Snow White’ 
opposish too big. Maybe good $17,- 
500. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 
(2d week), fair $7,000. 


Follies’ Big 106, ‘Yank’ 
Wham $7,500 in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 22. 





Big returns this week for ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ at the Broadway and 
‘Yank at Oxford’ at Parker's UA 


With these winners, ‘Old Chicago’ is 
getting across well in its roadshow- 
ing at the Mayfair. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
—Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). On a 
single feature policy, running this 
house into big $10,000. Last week, 


‘Met My Love Again’ (UA) and ‘Love 
is a Headache’ (MG), fair $4,009. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 
65-$1.65 )—Roadshowing of ‘Old Chi- 
cago’ (20th). Better than par biz for 


this house, but not high at these 
prices. Last week (30-55), ‘Manne- 
quin’ (MG) third week, average 
$2.000 following two big weeks at 


Parker's UA. 
Orpheum 
(2.000; 30-55) 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 





| 
! 
} 


‘Radio Revels’ (RKO)jache’ (MG), $2,600, nice 


and ‘City Girl’ (20th). Hitting about 
par at $5,000. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ 
(Par) with ‘No Time to Marry’ (Col), 
second week, fair $4,300 in nine days. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55) — ‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th) and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Going okay, $4,200. First 
week proved a winner with \good 
$6,500. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 15-40)—‘Lady 
Behave’ (Rep) and ‘The Wrong Road’ 





(Rep) and vaude. Getting average 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Victoria. the 
Great’ (RKO) with vaude, strong 
$3,600. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 30- | 


55)—Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and} 
‘Daredevil Drivers’ (WB). Shooting | 
this house into a high spot with 

great $7,500. Last week, ‘Everybody 

| Sing’ (MG) and ‘Midnight Intrude 


(U), fair $4,000 


‘GOLD’ DOESN'T 


GLITTER IN 
CINCY, 7146 


there 


i Find It’ 
@ 3 une 


New Films, All Good, Boom B way: 


VARILTY 9 


— 


‘Goldwyn Fellies’ 486, ‘Buc'-McCoy 
626 Smash, Tom’ 926, Baroness 456 














Broadway No 

than seven have ventured in 
being only two holdovers from 
week. ‘Gold Is Where You 

at the Strand, and ‘Girl Was 

at the Criterion. 

Of the , Goldwyn Follies’ 


reached 


have 


the priot 


new one 


Cincinnati, Feb. 22 ind ‘Buccaneer.’ latter together with 
Encoring at the Albee with 1) the Clyde McCoy orchestra, are the 
whopper $16,000, ‘Snow White’ i srutstande Follies’ opened heavily 
topping the town for a second weck it the Rivoli Saturday (19) and on 
ie ’ |} its first week will get this house the 
Pic’s biz in the first seven days was] pest business it has enioved in more 
an all-time record for Cincy at the | than a year, about $48,000 ‘Buc 
present pop scale, including 1L5c.} caneer’ and the pit show at the Par 
; re s . }answel to a mash $62,000 on its 
admish for juves, in a non-holiday l first week ending last night (Tues.) 
week, lon the Washington’s birthday holi- 
Three fresh releases currently and | day With the holiday falling yes- 
all under par. Palace is far off! terday. Monday’s business was ter- 
stride with $7,500 on ‘Gold Is Where} rific everywhere, especially at night, 
You Find It.’ ‘Checkers’ is a fair! many houses doing as well that day 
tugger for the Lyric at $4,500.) as on the rainy Saturday (19). 
Keith's is bel yw average on ‘Swing! Runnis g third behind the Par and 
Your Lady’ at $3,500. | Riv is ‘Tom Sawyer’ at the Music 
Estimates for This Week Hall, which is a dubious holdover 
Albee (RKO) (3,300;" 35-42)— 1 at a pace of about $92,000. This is 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d week). | good business, though under expec- 
Fetching whopper $16,000, following tations for ‘Sawver,’ especially since 
the record-smashing $24,500 first] 4 holiday falls in the first weck. The 


week’s take. One of the few pics to 

hold over at Cincy’s ace stand 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) - 

‘Everybody Sing’ (MG). Transferred 


from Palace for second week. Fair, 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 
(2d week), $5,000, okay 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Sh! The Octopus’ (WB). ‘Thank You, 
Mr. Moto’ (20th), ‘Partners in Crime’ 
(Par), singly. Average, $2,300. Ditto 
last week on ‘Special Agent K-7’ 
(Ind), ‘Born to the West’ (Par), 
‘Some Blondes Are Dangerous’ (U), 
separate. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40) — ‘Or 
Human Hearts’ (MG). Moved over 


from Keith’s for second week. Light, 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th) (3d week), $3,500, good. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) — 
‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB). Poor, 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Of Human 
Hearts’ (MG), $6,000, very good. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) — 
‘Checkers’ (20th). Fair, $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Thrill of a Lifetime’ (Par), 


$3,000, poor. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42 )—‘Gold 
Is Where You Find It’? (WB). Worst 
in months, $7,500. Last week, ‘Every- 
body Sing’ (MG), $10,000, fair. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 42-60) — 
‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (MG) and 
N.T.G. revue. Swell, $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Thoroughbreds Don't Cry’ 
(MG) and vaude, headlined by the 
Three Stooges, $13,000, dandy. 


‘Snow White’s’ $8,000 
Record in Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma City, Feb. 22 

Looks like good biz ahead, with 

‘Snow White’ set to crash house rec- 

ord at Criterion under present 40c. 

admish policy. Rain and snow last 
week, but b.o’s stood up good, 
Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Standard) (1,300; 15-35- 

40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) should do 











$8,000 with increase of 5 cents for 

kiddies and 10 cents on matinees. 

Top remains 40 cents. Last week, 

‘Paradise for Three’ (MG) and 

Major Bowes amateurs, above aver- | 
age at $6,200. 

Liberty (Standard) (1,200: 19-20- 
25)—‘Bordertown’ (WB) (reissue) 
and ‘Blondes at Work’ (WB). split 


with ‘They Won't Forget’ (FN) and 
‘A Girl with Ideas’ (U). will fall 
little below average at $2,500. Last 
week ‘Crashing Hollywood’ (RKO) 


and ‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO) 
split with ‘Man Who Cried Wolf’ 
(U) and ‘Wine, Women’ (WB), 
average $2,600. 

Midwest (Standard) (1,500; 10-25- 
40)—‘Every Day's a Holiday’ (Par). 
Will fall below average at $3.500 
Last week, ‘Radio City Revels’ 
(RKO), hit bottom at $3,000 

State (Noble) (1,100: 10-25-40) 


She Married an Artist’ (Col Look 





like average $4,000 Last week, 
‘Hurricane’ (UA) (3d week), $53,000 
fair. 

Tower (Standard) (1,100; 10-25- 
35)—‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ (MG) 
(2d week). Should do iverace 
$2500. Last week, ‘Love Is Head 


Roxy is 
‘Barone 
lucky to 


more ¢ iwpointing with 
; and Butler.’ which will be 
nab $45.000, okay but not 


|} enough to warrant a holdover. 

| Against the seven new pictures, 
| two first run holdies, the $2 ‘Chicago’ 
jat the Astor, now in its seventh 
| week, and the combination State, 
‘Snow White’ is on second run at the 
|} Palace, where it is playing to ca- 
| pacity daily. The house may reach 
} a terrific $25,000. Opening big Satur- 
|} day, it went exceptionally strong 
| Sunday and Monday. House is play- 
} ing the picture singly and is getting 


swell turnover through putting only 
a newsreel and one short on shows 
with it. At $25,000 this will be a 
new high for the Pal, house average 
under its second run policy being 
around $8,500 weekly. Picture went 
into the Pal two days after closing 
its five weeks’ run at the Music Hall, 
latter waiving the usual protection. 

‘Of Human Hearts,’ which moved 
into the Capitol last Thursday (17) 
is battling current competition for 
a possible $25,000, okay though un- 
der hopes and does not hold. Other 
new pictures are ‘Revenge of Gen- 
eral Ling’ at the Globe, out last 
night (Tues.) after four days at un- 
der $4,000, and ‘Paradise for Three,’ 
at the Rialto, maybe $7,000, only fair 
in view of the holiday. Globe’s new 
picture today (Wed.) is ‘Daredevil 
Drivers.’ 

Strand holdover of ‘Gold Is Where 
You Find It’ moderate at about $15,- 
000, while second week of ‘Girl Was 
Young,’ Criterion attraction, strong 
at likely $10,000. 

During the past week ‘Chicago,’ 
two-a-dayer at the Astor. took con- 
siderable of a dip but still profitable 
at $10,800 on its sixth week ending 
Sunday night (20). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 


‘Chicago’ (20th) (7th week). Suf- 
fered considerable of a drop last 
week (6th), due probably to many 


new pictures opening in town, get- 
ting $10,800 as compared with $14,- 
300 the prior stanza. As house is 
scaled, this is satisfactory profit, 
however. 

| Capitel (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
|°Of Human Hearts’ (MG). Highly- 
| touted drama not living up to expec- 














| Slightly 


tations at about $25,000 and remains | 


"Yank at Oxford’ 
(MG). 


‘Thurs. week, second for 


! 
| but one week, with 
| Last 


srimstone’ (MG), only about $14,000, 
| sharp dip from initial week’s $31.000. | 
| Criterion (1.662 25-40-55 I-—‘Gir] 
|Was Youngs’ (GB) (2d week) and 
featurette The fiver’ (Par 3d 
jweek) Busine continue brisk | 
| here, probably $10,000 on holdove: 
lwith help of holiday after $13.000 
| fir t week big In addition to fea- 

1! ana Ri ) 1O Y playin ’ | 
f il, I rie Ra é Rep) A 

ha ¢ 8) Ir t # ( 

j tO ill yolita i 
quent rur 

Globe (1.274: 25-4 >) Rey 

of Gen, Ling’ (GB). Th 1 weak | V 
it less than $4.000 on four days. Re- | 
4 i Wed.) Ls) ‘Daredevil 
D WB I i A oy 

M WB to $8.000 

Palace 1.700 25-35-55) Snoy 
White 1) y-RKO) Direct 1 i 





English-made, due tomorrow | 


a record, in 


‘Wide Open Faces’ (Cs 


+ 
B d ( a five weeks’ run at the Music Hall 
roa Way ToSsses ind very big, maybe $25,000 on the 
week, new high for house, and holds 
i} Picture is playing day-and-date sec- 
Estimated Total Gross ond run at the Albee, Brooklyn 
This Week $378,800 re also unu it t 
: dow id ‘ >| 
(Based on 12 theatres) » | ) 
\J 
Vial 
roetal Gross Same Week . : 
' Y 29 O00 Paramount f 99-85-99) 
cast niin doOU,. B t t ) iC} } McCo 
(Based on 11 theaires) orch ' | CG Hol 
ES ee day ve ’ f “ 
ee enth day of init f f 
After a tt of holdover among 69000. immen ; P 
e : Wt . ps Pho W rite he ‘ h ve heat +t} A 
U1 ol Happy Manaing live ol band policv wa netalled Rp eats 
Hurricane ind three of Every | two year 0. Last 1 } ‘al (3d) 
. ee ‘ n WoO Ve had wee ! at {3 
Day’s a Holiday,’ a batch of new pic- _ 


Day Holiday’ 


(Par) and ny Goodman. 


$29 500, 
okay 
Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—’Tom Sawyer’ (UA) 
and stage show. With aid of Wash- 
‘ton’s birthday the Mark Twain 
epic was expected to go hig! tnan 
592.000 indicated. While th fairly 
profitable despite $20,000 ad 
n, it's a weak holdovy The 
final (5th) week for ‘Snov White’ 
(RKO) in ahead was $191.000. tre- 
mendcou 
Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—'Paradice 
for Three’ (MG) Lool ibout $7,- 
000, none too exciting but okay In 


ahead, ‘Double Danger’ (RKO). only 


000 on 6% days, mild. 

Rivoli (2.092: $0 -55-75-85-99 ) 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). House 
moved its morning prices from 25¢c, 
to 40c. and went to a 99c top eve- 
nings with cpening of this musical 


Saturday (19): business b 
fun and on first week 
$48,000, exceptional. I 
nice run. The final 

‘Hurricane’ (UA) was 
enough to have made a 


ihlo 


‘ from the 
will be around 
.00oks in for a 
(Sth) week of 
$17,000, big 
ixth lap pos- 


Roxy 
one an 


} war 
How 


(5,836; 25-40-55-75 )}—‘Bar- 
{ Butler’ (20th) and stage 
Not doing much but may get 
possible $45,000, f profit Last 
week, fourth for ‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th), $32,300, good 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It’ (WB) (2d week). 
Went to $25,000, good, last week. its 


first, and on the holdover current 
will get about $15,000, satisfactory. 
State (3,450: 35-55-75 I— Wells 
Fargo’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude 
headed by Henny Youngman. This 


show a little under recent average 
in view of holiday at upped prices; 
may reach $25,000, good. Last week, 
‘T’ll Take Romance’ (Col) (2d run) 
and Judy Garland in person, $30,000, 
excellent. 


Snow White,’ $22,560, 
Busting Denver Record 


Denver, Feb. 
‘Snow White’ is jamming 
Orpheum. All records, 
and attendance, are being smashed. 
Kids’ admish has been upped to 25c. 
Other first-runs doing fair biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


22. 
the 


house fross 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘You’re a Sweetheart’ (U), after a 
week at the Denver. Only fair at 


$2,500. Last week, ‘Happy Landing’ 
(20th), finished with $4,000, good. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin. 
Nice, $3,500. Last week, ‘In Old 
Chicago’ (20th), roadshow, got fair 
53,900. Denver doesn't fancy road- 
shows when they can wait awhile 


and see them cheaper. 
Denham (Cockrill) 
40)—‘Romance in the 
Average $6,000. Last 
neecr’ (Par), nice $6,000 in 
week. 
Denver 
‘Gold I 


(1,750; 
Dark’ 


week, 


25-35- 
(Par). 
‘Bucca- 
second 
(Fox) (2.320: 
Where You Find 
above average 
Last week, ‘You're a 
(U), average $8.500, 
Orpheum (RKO) 
White’ (RKO) 
ight. Last week, 
Human Hearts’ (MG) 
for Three’ (MG), fait 
Paramount (Fox) 


25-35-50 )— 
It’ (WB), 
at $9,000 
Sweetheart’ 


235-40) 
$22,500, 
Of 
and ‘Paradise 
$7.500. 
(2.096: 


‘Cc 


(2,600; 25 
ONOow , 


< ! 
ad at . 


Blondes are Dangerous’ (U ( 
34.000. Last wee! Boy of St ts’ 
' 


10) and ‘C} n it Monte Ca ‘yg 
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Trolley, Taxi Strikes Dent Mols. } 


Hotel’ N.C. 


—_— 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22 
Picture line-up sizes up plenty 
strong, but grosses are scraping close} 
to bottom currently. The taxicab 
strike continues and that’s hurting | 
some, but the principal blame, of 
course, rests on generally adverse | 
business conditions Last week’s 
street car strike, be Ain up all trolley 
traffic, lasted only two days, bi lid 
cons iderable box- “office damage dur-} 
ing that short period. 
For the second successive week the | 
Orpheum has the edge on all oppo- | 
sition. Although another picture of 
the same type, ‘Boy of the Streets | 
also is commanding plenty of atten- 
tion, ‘Dead End,’ at the Sing 
easily stands forth as the week’s most 


er house, 


important screen attraction and has 
the critics and public singing its 
praises, ‘Gold Is Where You Find 


It,’ Century offering, has been arous- 





| Bowes unit, 


to be content with fair 
week, 





coming in to tune of $3,000, as last 
w — very good. 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


600: 50 \—‘La Citadelle de Silence.’ 
| Expect usual $2,500, good. Fourth 
o. of ‘Abus de Confiance’ last week 


416, Dead End’ Big 106 - 





|! de Soleil.’ 


ood enough at $1,300. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Un Carnet de Bal’ and ‘Au Pays 
They are piling in here 


| before Lent poe | look for excellent 


| Drivers’ (WB) and all-colored revue | 
/on 


stage. Should do nicely on| 
strength of stage show. igh ied 
$7,300 in prospect. Last week, ‘Bor- | 
jertown’ (WB) (revival) and Major | 
nice $7,900. 

State (3,200: 25-35-50)— | 
Hearts’ (MG) and ‘Paradise | 
(MG) plus Judy Garland | 


Loew’s 
‘Human 
for Three’ 
on stage. 


Long show doesn't give 


much of a chance for real big money, 
yut house thinks ; ipated $17,500 | 
is terrific. Last week, ‘Everybody | 
Sing’ (MG) and ‘No Time to Marry’ | 
Col), fair $12,200. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— | 
Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and ‘In- 

| ternational Settlement’ (20th). Or- 
dinarily this one would be oke, but 


with tough opposish house will have | 
$8.200. Last | 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th) (2nd 


week), strong $7,500. 


ing heaps of enthusiasm, too, but Strand (Indie) (2.200: 25-35-50)— | ; 
without average box-office results. ‘Everyday’s a Holiday’ (Par) and | 
Estimates for This Week ‘Federal Bullets’ (Mono). Definitely 
Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25)|in big money class, $10,500. Last |, 
—Mr. Moto’ (20th) and ‘Blondes Are| week, ‘Penitentiary’ (Col) andl, 
Dangerous’ (U), dual first runs, split}‘Mama Runs Wild’ (Rep) fair 
with ‘Hawaiian Buckaroo’ (20th) and | $7,100, 
‘She Loved a Fireman’ (FN), also] ee 
dual first runs. Headed for fairly | 
good $1,200. Last week, a > of | H 106, T M (x 
B00 gta (END and “High Fiyers | HOMIE, Ops ontl; | 
(RKO), dual first runs, Sie pest 
‘Under Suspicion’ (Col) and ‘Sh! ‘H g h W k 
The Octopus’ (FN), also dual first urricane’ in t ee 
runs, $1,000, pretty good. ee | 
Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; Te a 
25-35-40) — ‘Gold Is Where You| ,, in ee 
Find It’ (FN). Strongest picture this Palace w ill be_ easily tops cur- 
house has had in some time and pull- | a ak oF “Happy Landing. Balance 
ing much better than recent attrac | leg Pp Ye. average. A, five-night | 
tions, but still not getting play it | /¢S** a  Whiteoaks, at His 
merits. Answer a mild $3,500. Last | prom s won't eat much into pic 
week, ‘Met My Love Again’ (UA), | $75 | 
$2,500, poor. " Estimates for This Week 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
25-35-55) — “Hollywood Hotel’ (FN).| 2.50) — ‘Whiteoaks.’ Legit. Five | 
Lots of entertainment in this one, but| nights. Advance sales indicate pos- | 
it’s a terrific box-office disappoint-| sible $6,000. Last week, Columbia |. 


ment here. Dick Powell no magnet 
and film fans apparently are not be- 


ing lured by other ‘names.’ Poor 
$4,500 on six days. Last week, ‘Man 
Proof’ (MG), $6,000, poor. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 


25-35-40) — ‘Dead End’ (UA). Critics 
went out of way to boost this one 
and customers seem to concur in 
their highly favorable verdict. 
Very big $10,000, tops for the town, 
indicated. Last week, ‘Paradise for 
Three’ (MG) and Major Bowes’ ‘Col- 
legiate Revue’ and MGM-Star talent 
hunt contest finals on stage, $13.500. 
Running several grand higher than 
originally estimated and very big. 
especially considering two-day street 
car strike. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25-35) 
— ‘Lancer Spy’ (20th) and ‘Fit for a 
King’ (RKO), dual first runs. Fair 
twin bill for this house and mild 
$2,500 is in prospect. Last week, 
‘Buccaneer’ (Par) (2d week), $3,000, 
fair. 

Time (Berger) (290: 15-25) — 
‘Thunder in East’ and Walt Disney 
Academy Award (reissues). Disney 
publicity helping this bill. En route 
to pretty good $1,000. Last week, 
*‘Hell’s House’ (Indie) (reissue) ran 
10 days to pretty good $900. 

Uptown (Publix-Singer) (1,200; 25- 
35) — ‘Rosalie’ (MG). First nabe 
showing. Pretty good $3,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘True Confession’ 
(Par), $2,800, good. 





Opera Co. 
$1.75 top. 


got very good $10,000 on 


Palace CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Happy 
Landing’ (20th). Sonja Henie will | t 


put this over 
Last week’s h.o. of ‘The Buccaneer’ 


dise for 
Men 
around 


‘Mannequin’ 
a Fireman’ 
$7,500. 


Married an Artist’ 


Suspicion’ (Col). This should do 
fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Rep) and ‘Dan- 


ger Patrol’ (Rep), fair, $5,000. 


zan’s 
Flyers’ 
showing at $6,500. 








World: (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Boy of Streets’ (Mono). Unusual 
type of picture for this house, which 
caters principally to class carriage 





trade with highbrow stuff, foreign 
films and out-of-ordinary product 
generally. But it gave this one of the 
biggest advertising and exploitation 
campaigns in its history and picture, 
praised by critics and winning word- 
of-mouth plugging, is demonstrating 
Teal pulling power and should build. 
Fine $2,400 in prospect. Holds over. 
Last week, ‘Waltz Princess of 
Vienna’ (Foreign), $700, poor. 


GARLAND’S PROV. P. A. 
PLUS DUAL BIG $17,500 


Providence, Feb. 22. 

It’s another hotsy-totsy week for 
most of the stands along the main 
stem. Showing most streneth, how- 
ever. is Loew's State with Judy Gar- 
land’s personal. ‘Human Hearts’ and | 
‘Paradise for Three.’ 

‘Everyday's a Holiday.’ on a jualer 
at the Strand. is second best. and 
‘Snow White,’ in its second 
the Albee. is close behind. 

Estimetes for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2.200; 25-25-50)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). Pace falter- 
ing a bit. but biz is still good: nlenty 
of kiddie trade killing anv chance 
of real dollar socko. but attendance 
records have heen shattered. Second 
stanza looks like a niftv $8,500. Firs: 
week was smash $14.200. 

Car'ton (Fav-Loew) (1.400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Evervbody Sing’ (MG) and ‘No 
Time to Marrv’ (Col) (2nd run). Js‘ 
so-so week. $7.800. Last week, ‘Man- 
nequin? (7G) and ee 
Sywrrethear’? (Cn), $3.190, fo' 





is ol 
week a 


Fay’s (2,009; 25-35-50)—' Sarodev! 1° Last 


for very good $10.000. 


(Par) good enough at $6,000. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 
Three’ (MG) 
Marry’ (MG). 
average $6,500. Last week. 
(MG) and ‘She Loved 
(WB). Above average, 


, 
50)—‘Para- 

and ‘Women 
Should hit 


Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3.200: 50)—‘She 
(Col) and ‘Under 


(CF) 
Revenge’ 
(RKO). 


Princess (2,300; 50)—‘Tar- 
(20th) and ‘High 
Will make good 

Last week, ‘Bad 
Man of Brimstone’ (MG) and ‘Love 
Is a Headache’ (MG), very good, 
$7,000 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘The 
Hurricane’ (UA) (9th week). Still 





| but 


| 
| week, 


| double. 


| oft 
|} Stage 


$40,000. 


$8,000. Last week very good $8,500 
on ‘Naples, au Baiser de Feu’ and 
‘La Scandale aux Galeries.’ 


BRIMSTONE’ OK 
$18,000 IN HUB 





Boston, Feb. 22. 
Another big week for local film | 
stands, with ‘Snow White’ stealing | 
the show in its second week at the 
Memorial. Sunday blizzard lopped | 


off a big hunk of suburban invaders, 
the holiday Tuesday (22) is 
figured to more than make up the 
deficit. 

Metropolitan, in its first week of 
straight pix since opening 12 years 
ago, showing great improvement 
over recent stanzas with stage shows. 
‘Bie Broadcast’ and ‘Scandal Street,’ 
dual, turning in okay figure under 
new policy at lowered scale. 

‘Happy Landing’ held for fourth 
with ‘Chan at Monte Carlo’ 
(2nd week) at Keith Boston. ‘Old 
Chicago’ 
top last week and turned in 
figure at these prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 35-50-65)— 
Happy Landing’ (20th) (4th 
and ‘Chan in Monte Carlo’ (20th) 
(2nd week), dual. Aiming at good 
$10,000. Last week same bili drew 
dandy $13,800. 

Fenway ‘(M&P) 
55)—Buccaneer’ (Par) (2nd _ run) 
and ‘Patient in Room lwo’ (WB), 
Getting good b.o. response, 
around $8,500. Last week, ‘Kid 
Comes Back’ (WB) and ‘Sh! Octopus’ 
(WB), dual, fair $6,700. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 35- 
50-65)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) and 
show (2d week). Whamming 
through with promise of close to 
First week tallied $41,400, a 
nev. house record. Previously held 
by p.a. of Joe Penner three years 
ago ($39,000). 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 25- 
35-55)—Big Broadcast’ (Par) and 
‘Scandal Street’ (Par), dual. Looks 
promising, around $17,000. Balcony 
is closed except when needed, and 
was opened last weekend to handle 


pale 


(1,400; 25-35-40- 


a few extra hundred during rush 
hours. Last week, ‘Checkers’ (20th) 
and stage show. broke house record 
for low mark. $8,800. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ (MG) 
and ‘Paradise for Three’ (MG), dual. 
Backed by big national campaign 
here; strong $18,000. Last week, 
‘Man Proof” (MG) and ‘I'll Take 
Romance’ (Col), dual, very pleasing 
$17,000. 

Colonial (20th) (1.643; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th). 
Finished first roadshow week with 
tepid $5,500. Although disappointing 





Big Badcast’ Mild $16,000 but ‘Baby’ 
Big $22,000 in Frisco; Plenty H. 0.’s 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

‘Big Broadcast of 1938 is running 
out of the money in Frisco this week, 
picture being considerable of a dis- 
appointment and will fall short of 
the biz done by previous ‘Big Broad- 
cast’ pictures from the Paramount 
lot. Katherine Hepburn and Cary 
Grant well liked in ‘Bringing Up 
Baby,’ which had its world preem 


at the Golden Gate, where it’s a 
smash. Opening day’s biz was best 
this theatre has had since ‘Stage 


Door.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 35-55-75) 
—'Stand-In’ (UA) and ‘Murder on 
Diamond Row’ (London Films) (2d 
week). Indicates fair $5,000 for final 
| seven days. Last week, $7,000, was 
| pretty good considering the weather. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 
Broadcast’ (Par) 
| Drivers (WB). 





‘Daredevil 
General opinion i 
that the latest ‘Big Broadcast’ isn't 
up to its predecessors, and $16.000 a 
ig disappointment. Last week ‘In- 
ternational Settlement’ (20th) and 
‘Paradise for Three’ (MGM), hit a 
new low for the year. $10,000. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35 
75)—Bringinz Up Baby’ 


vaudeville. Manz wer Cliff 


and 


{RKO) and 
Work 





suaranteeing a refund to any patron 
who does not enjoy this picture 
which was given its world preem 
here. Katherine Hepburn has been 
noison at the Gate b. o., but sh. came 
back nicely in ‘Stage Door’ and i 
howine further strength in ‘Baby.’ 
If weather had been better gross 


~s'stht be over smash $22.000 in sight 


week, ‘Radio Ci, Revels’ 


35-55-75 )—'Big | 


I= DI- | 


‘RKO) and vaudeville, disappoint- 
ing $13,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55-75) 

—‘Wide Open Faces’ (Col) and ‘Boy 
of the Streets’ (Mono) (2d week). A 
perfect combination, both pictures 
appealing to the mugg trade. Second 
veek will be cut short to five days in 
order to open with a new bill on 
Washington’s bi rthday (Tues.). For 
the five days should garner around 
$4,500. Last week. $8 ,000. 
a Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55- 
))—'Buccaneer’ (Par) and ‘Kid 
Comes Back’ (WB) (3d week). Third 
week will be short two days in order 
to make way for a Washington birth- 
day opening for William Powell's 
‘Baroness and the Butler.’ Take for 
the five days looks like a hefty $6,- 
000. Last week (2d). great $12.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—Viva Villa’ (MG) and ‘Mama 
| Runs Wild’ ‘Ren). Caught short of 
| product, the St. Francis dug up 
‘Villa’ in the hope of doing some biz 
fallow ing his suecess in ‘Brimstone.’ 
Exnect average $5.000. Last week 
(3d). ‘Hanpy Landing’ (20th) 
‘Ch: n at Monte Carlo’ (20th), 
0.000. 

__United Artists (Cohen) (1.200: 35- 
5-75)—*Hurrieane’ (UA) (4th week). 
Vill go a fifth week and then will 
nove out in order to make wav for 
nenine of ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) 
pal rch 3. Current week geared for 

00) Tact week. $8,000 Vv. g. 

W; arfield (F- wc) (2780: 35- 

‘Yor’ at Oxford’ (MG) and 
's a Ho: pA (MG) (2d week) 
Firet week's toke held down bv 
rifie storm. Woldover stanza plenty 
g90d at $12,000. Last week, $16,000. 





noche’ 





opened road show at $1.65 | 


week) | 


55-75) 
‘Love 


ter- 


| ‘Paradise for 








| 
| 
| 
| 


Only ‘Chicago, $6,400, Poor in Pishe.: 


Taylor Good 156, 


as roadshow, local showmen expect 

more from it at pop prices. 
Paramount (M&P) (1.800; 25-35- 

40-55) —Buccaneer’ (Par) (2nd run) 





and ‘Patient in Room 18’ (WB), 
double. Very good $12,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) 
and ‘Octopus’ (WB), dual, good 
$11,000, helped by overflow from 
‘Snow White.’ 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par) and 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) (2nd run), 
dual. Looks very good, $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Dr. Syn’ (GB) ‘lst run) and 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB) (3rd run), 


dual, palid $6,300 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ (MG) 
Three’ (MG), double. 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Man 
(MG) and ‘I'll Take Romance’ 
dual, . good $13,300. 


FOLLIES’ BIG $14, 000, 
‘BABY’ OK 156 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Feb. 22. 
“ollies’ is the current 
‘Bringing Up 


Okay for 
Proof’ 
(Col), 


‘Goldwyn 
standout downtown, 
Baby,’ at the Buffalo, is coming along 
satisfactorily, although under the 
preceding stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3.600; 35-40-60)— 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and 
Ferde Grofe’s orch. Divided opinion 


Looks like 
Last week 
and Ferde 


as to this Hepburn film. 
around $15,000, okay. 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) 
Grofe, excellent $16,000. 
Century (Shea) (3.400: 25-35)— 
‘Checkers’ (20th) and ‘Chan at Monte 
Carlo’ (20th). Ought to get nice 
$7,500. Last week ‘International Set- 
tlement’ (20th) and ‘Jones Family’ 
(20th), only fair $5,700. 
Great Lakes (Shea) 
—Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). 
takings, with around $14,000 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Buccaneer’ (Par) 
(2d week). just passable $6,500. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 50-5 


(3.400; 35-50) 


Swell 





sene Luvin Returns’ (MG) and 
‘You’re Only Young Once’ (MG). 
Quiet at probably around $6,000. 
Last week ‘Happy Landing’ (20th) 

(2d run), neat $7.000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3.400: 25-35)— 
‘Non-Stop New York’ (GB) and 
‘That’s My Story’ (U). This bill 
yanked Monday after five days. 
Very bad. under $3.000. Last week 


‘Boy of Streets’ (Mono) :2d week) 
and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), great $9,200, 


DISNEY wows B’ KLYN 


‘Snow White’ Srawing §$35.000; ‘Hur- 
ricane’ Big $21,000 
Brooklyn. Feb. 22. 


Town flooded with socko picture 
fare, especially RKO Albee, which 
is packing them in with ‘Snow 
White’, and Loew's Met, offering 
‘Hurricane.” Albee opened doors 
earlier and tilted daytime prices for 
youngsters. Chance to do wow $35,- 
000, which is magnificent. Met ex- 
pects first-rate $21,000 with ‘Hurri- 
cane.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Albee (2.500; 25-35-55) — ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO). May bring in excel- 
lent $35,000. Record for all of Brook- 
lyn is $36,000, held by the Met. Man- 
agement opening doors earlier and 
raising day-time prices. Last week, 
‘Happy Landing’ (20th) and ‘Check- 
ers’ (20th). okav $16.000. 

Fox (4.000; 25-35-55) — 
Streets’ (Mono) and ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ (WB) (2d week). good $14,000. 
Last week pair got fine $15.000. 


‘Bov of 


Met (2.400; 25-35-55) — ‘Hurricane’ 
(UA) and ‘Jury’s Secret.” Fine 
$21,000. Last week. ‘Bad Man of 


Brimstone’ (MG) nifty $15.000. 

Paramount (4.000; 25-35-55 )—‘Gold 
Is Where’ (WB). and ‘Outside of 
Paradise’ (Rep). Onens today ‘(Tues- 
day). Last week, ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
(WB) and ‘Scandal! Street’ (Par) (2d 
week), five days drew satisfactory 
$11.000. - 

Strand (2.000: 25-35-55) — ‘Double 
Danger’ (RKO) and ‘Lone Ranger.’ 
vlus weekend vaude featuring Stepin 
Fetchit. Due for — $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Spy Ring’ (U) and ‘River’ 
with vaude, satis fac tory $9,000. 


CRABBE GOES TOURING 





and | 
strong | 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Larry Crabbe has been set for a 
;personal appearance tour through 


the east by Fanchon & 
ing early in March. 

Ben Black is writing the act for 
picture player. 


Marco, start- 





Garrett's Crime Clubber 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Universal has handed the direc- 
rial reins on ‘Lad he Morgue,’ 
| third of its Crime Club group, to 
Otis Garrett, with Preston Foster 
again assigned to the detective role. 
Production start has been sched- 


uled for Feb. 28 


+ 


and | 


Revels, Vaude 216 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 
Everything’s still very much on 
the upgrade here, with biz kicking 
up its heels friskily and giving the 
lie to all the recession talk. Oniy 
soft spot in an otherwise strong front 


is ‘In Old Chicago’ at the Nixon. 
Picture got great notices, but ‘Life 
of Zola’ last fall taught ’em a lesson 
around here; they won’t pay road- 
show prices when they know it'll be 
along at the regular scale only ; 


couple of months later. 


Otherwise, however, there's little 


discontent. Stanley maintaining ter- 
rific pace of last couple of month: 
although ‘Radio City Revels’ and Lee 
Dixon-Tim and Irene stage show 
won't be quite up to recent top 
grosses, while ‘Yank at Oxford’ is 


going well at Penn, indicating the 
new Robert Taylor ts clicking. Raves 
for ‘The River’ helping Warner's 
dual of ‘You’re Only Young Once’ 
and ‘High Flyers,’ and marquee 
names of William Powell and Anna- 
bella are overcoming lukewarm re- 
ception for ‘Baroness and the Butler’ 
at Alvin. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50) 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th). Cricks 
couldn’t hand this one very much 


and all expressed disappointment at 
American debut of Annabella. Has 
enough name value, howeve! 1o 
keep it stepping along and good 
$9,000 insures holdover. Last week, 
‘Checkers’ (20th) and ‘Non-Stop New 


York’ (GB), an in-betweener at 
$5,000. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 


(20th) (3d week) 
starrer knocking off 
neat little profit for itself. May 
stick again, but that’s not been defi- 
nitely decided yet. Should get around 
$5,000 on current h. o. and no kicks 
about that. Last week kicked in $6.- 


we ‘Happy Landing’ 
Sonja Henie 


400, all right, on top of better than 
$9,000 opening stanza. 
Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100: 50-75-$1- 


$1.50) —In Old Chicago’ (20th) (2d 
week). In last week, house revert- 
ing back to legit Monday (28) with 
Mercury Theatre’s ‘Julius Caesar.’ 


Not much call around here for pix 
at road-show prices. Public’s too 
well acquainted with fact that they ll 


get the same thing couple of months 
later at less than half the price. First 
week about $6,400, pretty ordinary. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 25-35- 
Tank at Oxford’ (MG). Started 
off slowly but building smartly, 
gesting that Metro has turned out a 
neat job of converting Robert Taylor 
from a Cinderella Man into a mod- 
ern version of William Haines. Prose 
pects are for pretty close to $15.000, 
good. Last week, ‘Everybody Sing’ 
(MG), disappointment at $12.000 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-40-60)—~ 
‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO) and Lee 
Dixon and Tim and Irene on stage. 
Keeping Stanley right up there in 
the big dough. Somewhat under re- 
cent top grosses at this spot, but 
should come through with at least 
$21.000. Last week, ‘True Confes- 
sion’ (Par) and Duke Ellington's 
band, good, $20,500. 





sug- 


Warner (WB) (2.000; 25-40)—‘Onlv 
Young Once’ (MG) and ‘High Fly- 
ers’ (RKO). The dual isnt doing 


there but ‘The River,’ government 
short, may help. Notices in general 
top-lined latter item and devoted 
little or not space at all to features. 
Some interest, but indicated $4,500 
not much above average. Last week, 
‘Victoria the Great’ (RKO) and “Beg 
Borrow’ (MG), swell $6,000. 





Bacon’s Quick Change 


Hollywood, Feb 22. 

So eager is Warners to get Janes 
Cagney. back on the screen under 
its own banner that Lloyd Bacon, 
who is to direct, will turn his atten- 
tion to ‘Boy Meets Girl’ the day efter 
he completes the Dick Powell musi- 
cal, ‘Cowboy From Brooklyn.’ 

Pat O’Brien, Dick Foran, Marie 
Wilson and Ralph Bellamy have al- 





ready been set for roles in support of 
Cagney. 
‘SNUG’ FOR MARIN 
Hollywood, Feb. 22 


Metro has set Edwin L. Marin 10 





|direct ‘Snug Harbor,’ the cast ‘or 
|which includes Dennis O'Keefe 
| Florence Rice, Una Merkel, Ray Bo!l- 
|}ger, Nat Pendleton and Reginald 


Gardiner. 
Zion Meyers is pranaent 


SOCIAL SECURITY? 
Hollywood, Feb. 2° 

Joe Bigelow, recently signed 
|RKO, is writing the di: 
|‘What’s Your Number” as h’s 
assignment. Yarn is an orig .nel 
screen play by John Twist. 

Robeit Sisk will produce. 


| 
| 
| 
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Only 450 Hurt Last Year as 
Against 7,700 in ’29— 
Air Pix and Westerns 
Most Dangerous — War- 
ners, Metro Safest Plants 


INDIES A BIG RISK 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Picture studios, once a peril to 
human life and limb, have become 
comparatively safe places in which 
to toil. Hollywood ingenuity, plus 
experience, have combined to 
achieve the change. 

Metamorphism, which 
quired approximately eight 
with the most rapid forward strides 
coming in the last four stanzas, has 


has. re- 


years, 


changed workman's compensation 
insurance covering those actually 
engaged in the filming of pictures 
from business unwanted by the un- 
derwriters to something now sought- 
after, Least hazardous lot on which 
to work, considering it from the 
physical harm standpoint, is War- 
ners, insurance companies’ statistics 
reveal, with Metro running a close 
second, the only bar to photo-finish 
competition between the two being 
the Culver City outfit’s gigantic per- 


sonnel, which overcrowds present 
studio space, a condition which is 
being speedily remedied through 


purchase of additional acreage and 
the construction of new buildings. 
Most dangerous jobs spots are with 
the duck-before-dawn indies featur- 
ing hoss operas, with their com- 
pensation policy trade going begging 
for takers. 

Improved conditions have resulted 
in a saving in the outlay for worker 
insurance in the production end of 
the major plants of the difference 
between $657,976 for 1929 and $425,- 
277 for 1937, this despite the huge 
increase in the number of employees 
to be protected. Because the Cali- 
fornia law limits compensation pay- 
ments to $25 weekly, coverage on 
$300,000 and $400,000-a-year stars 
and other high-priced players is 
limited to a supposed earning power 
of only $100 for each seven days. 


Only 450 Casualties 

Further intelligence regarding the 
Success of the concerted drive by 
talker factory chiefs and employees, 
aided and abetted by experts pro- 
vided by the underwriters, may be 
gleaned from the fact that there 
were 7,700 production injuries in the 
major studios in 1929 of such a de- 
gree of seriousness that it was neces- 
Sary to refer the victims to off-the- 
lot hospitals and doctors. In 1937, 
however, the number of cases in the 
Same category was slashed to 450. 

Ease-up on  bone-cracking and 
flesh-slicing year by year is also re- 
flected in the steady decrease in the 
basic premium rate per $100 on 
studio workman's compensation, as 
fixed by the California state insur- 
ance commission, and which was 
$2.46 in 1929; $2.39 in 1930; $2.25 in 
1931; $2.08 in 1932; $2.07 in 1933-34- 
35-36, and $1.59 in 1937. Warners’ 
minimum drain on the underwrit- 
ers’ treasuries, though, has reward- 
@d that concern with a rebate below 
the fixed price, with Metro, 20th- 
Fox and Paramount also receiving 
Proportionate reductions because of 
their low ratio of accidents to the 
humber of persons employed. 

Two major companies, which 
have suffered financial reverses and 
executive changes with resultant 
restlessness in the lower employee 
brackets, on the other hand, are as- 
sessed considerably above the basic 
rate for compensation policies, Rec- 
ord high charge among the recog- 
nized film companies is that on an 


established indie corporation which | 


£0es in for heavy schedules of sage- 
brushers, its rate for 1937 running 
$1.37 per $100 in excess of that re- 
quired of Warners. 

Skin and flesh cuts cause the live- 
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liest demand for the services of 
studio doctors and nurses, present- 
day regulations requiring that these 
be treated, no matter how in- 
significant they may appear, as a 
safeguard against serious after-re- 





sults from infections. Wood and 
metal splinter hurts rank second. 
Largest number of accidents in the 
more costly division are those 
caused by persons falling from 
walls, catwalks and camera paral- 


lels, and from being struck by fall- 
ing objects. 
Air and Cactus Dangers 

Most dangerous type of pictures, 
according to the underwriters, are 
airplane features and westerns. 
Worst catastrophe in the history of 
the cinema was the death of 10 per- 
sons, including Director Kenneth 
Hawks, when two planes crashed 
off the Santa Monica shore during 
the filming in 1930 by the old Fox 
Company of ‘Such Men Are Danger- 
ous.’ Three aviators lost their lives 
during the making of Howard 
Hughes’ ‘Hell's Angels.’ ‘Old Iron- 
which James Cruze made for 
Paramount in 1927 claimed one life, 
with many seriously injured, when 
a premature explosion toppled a 
mast aboard an old ship off Cata- 
lina. When a storm upset a camera 
barge of Santa Barbara during the 
making of Metro’s ‘Mutiny On the 
Bounty,’ one life was lost. An im- 
properly timed dynamite blast dur- 
ing production of Universal's ‘The 
Road Back’ last year was responsi- 


sides,’ 


ble for the death of an actor. One 
stunt girl died in an auto crash 
staged for Warners ‘Footloose Heir- 
ess.. Several persons were seri- 
ously hurt about the same time 
when horses drawing a stage coach 
over a mountain pass for a scene 
in Paramount's ‘High, Wide and 


Handsome’ got out of control and 
toppled the vehicle. 

‘In Old Chicago,’ with its spec- 
tacular fire and cattle stampede se- 
quences, however, was brought in 
without accident, credit for which 
20-Fox execs pass to its own pro- 
duction department, which handled 
every detail without the aid of out- 
side technical crews. 

Willard Keith, president of Cos- 
grove & Co., Inc., which handles 
the bulk of the major studios’ com- 
pensation coverage, lays the drastic 
switchover from recklessness to ex- 


treme care in film production to 
several elements, most important 
among them being the changed 


‘housekeeping’ methods inaugurated 
by the film companies when cine- 
matic silence gave way to sound; 
joint and diligent efforts on the 
part of studio officials and work- 
ers to stamp out accidents through 
study of preventive measures and 
ever-increasing watchfulness, and to 
the development of process back- 
grounds, which eliminate chance- 
taking by players and technicians 
without decreasing the _ realistic 
values of what otherwise might be 
an all-too-risky stunt or scene, 


Own Safety Councils 


Efficient management of studios, 
and satisfied, loyal employees con- 
tribute much to the general falling 
off in the accident rate, Keith 
pointed out. Each of the big studios 
now maintains its own safety coun- 
cil, composed of from 20 to 50 high 
executives and department heads, 
who meet monthly to discuss safety 
measures, he revealed. All com- 
panies are currently paying bonuses 
to workers making suggestions that 
will further safeguard themselves 
and their fellow workers. 

Premium handouts for workers’ 
compensation policies, even at $500,- 


000 for each 12 months, is minor 
coin, however, when contrasted to 
what the majors expend for what 


is known as ‘cast insurance,’ which 
takes care of losses suffered when 
important players are forced out of 
rictures already before the cameras 
because of illness or injury, neces- 
sitating retakes. One of the heavies 
payments by an insurance company 
t: e studio uader this type of pro- 
tection was when Simone Simon. 
stricken after 20th-Fox’s ‘Under Two 


Flags’ was well under way, and 
replaced by Claudette Colbert. The 
amount changing hands being fixed 





at $250,009. 
Maintenance of completely 
|}equipped modern hospitals, with 
|medicos and nurses, by all talker 


another big item that must 
be charged against production bud- 


| plants is 


got 
ae 





UNION STYMIES 
SONJA HENIE 





IN ST. LOO 


Feb. 22. 
Refusal of to play 
at the Arena, which has been put 
on the unfair list by the Central 
Trades and Labor Union, caused the 


abandonment of negotiations for the 
appearance here of Sonja Henie. 
While no contract had been signed 
for her appearance, C. D. P. Hamil- 
ton, Jr., director of the Arena, said 
she had expressed a 
show her talents here in a 
engagement 

But when the tooters nixed a pro- 
posal to pass the picket line estab- 
lished by unions affiliated with the 
IATSE all negotiations were shoved 
into a pigeonhole, as the production 
required the service of an _ orch. 
Trouble at the Arena began several 
months ago when an attempt was 
made to unionize all ushers, ticket 
takers, and other employees by the 
newly organized union which is a 
branch of the IATSE. Professional 
hockey, wrestling and boxing pre- 
sented at the Arena are picketed on 
each showing. 


St 


union 


Louis, 


tooters 


szrall 
willingness to 


week’s 





Theatre Service Help 
In New Unionization 


Making moves toward organization 
of service employees in Greater New 
York theatres, a part of the cam- 


paign of the International Alliance | 
Stage Employees, to | 
the | 


of Theatrical 
unionize from top to bottom, 
Building Service Workers is making 
overtures to managers for negotia- 
tions, 

For nearly a year organizing 
janitors, elevator ops, cleaners, etc., 
in theatres in the metropolitan N. Y. 
area, Local 32-J, of the Building Ser- 
vice Workers, is now desirous of 
sitting down with the managers to 
discuss bargaining, recognition, etc. 

This union is one of the most 
powerful in the country and two 
years ago tied up New York badly 
on a Strike in office and apartment 
buildings, when doormen, elevator 
operators and others were called out. 
On that offensive Local 32-B figured, 
while for the theatresa separate local 
has been set up, 32-J. Whether the 
managers will grant a meeting has 
not yet been indicated. 

The LA. will go through the Build- 
ing Service Workers in organizing 
certain help in theatres, while for 


managers, press agents, treasurers, 
etc., it works through the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents & Treasurers’ 


union, latter having the charter to 
cover. A third group of workers in 
the theatres will more directly un- 
der I. A., this to cover ushers, door- 
men, matrons, etc. 





Detroit, Feb. 22. 

After police admitted they had no 
evidence with which to hold him 
any longer, Ray Carroll, rep of 
Building Service Employes Union 
(AFL), was released last week on 
habeas writ. 

Carroll had been held for several 
days following dynamiting of rear 
exit of Palms-State theatre, first-run 
spot. Police blamed the bombing 
on activities of the union in trying 
to organize the theatre’s janitors. 





‘ ’ 
Start for ‘Spawn 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
After several delays due to pre- 
vious commitments on players want- 


ed for his cast, Albert Lewin, Para- 
mount producer, has finally — set 
March 14 as the starting date on 
‘Spawn of the North,’ 
around the salmon fishing industry. 
Henry Hathaway wi!l direct. 
Tentatively set for the cast are| 
George Raft, George Rigaud, John 
Barrymore, Akim Tamiroff, Lynne 


Overman and Louise Platt. 


| 1937, 








$536 Judgment Vs. Margot! 


Grahame; on Cohn’s Note 


Margot Grahar..e, picture actress, 
was slapped with a judgment for 
$536 on an order signed by N. Y 
Supreme Court Justice Bernard 
Shientag. Belle G. Balatow, as- 

snee of Harry Cohn, sident of 

ylumbia Pictures, sued Miss Gra- 


name, alleging the actress signed a 
promissory note for $2,000 in May, 
on the Bank of America Na- 
tional Bank and Trust I ‘stitution, of 
Hollywood. The note was endorsed 
by Cohn. 

When Miss Grahame failed to pay 
tie full amount on August 20, 1937, 
the date it was due, the bank de- 
manded payment from Cohn, who 
assigned the debt to Miss Balatow. 


N.Y.C. Review Comm. 
Set for Pix Rejected 
By Albany Censor B’d 


22. 





Albany, Feb. 

Personnel of the permanent com- 
mittee of the Board of Regents to 
ac. as reviewers of appealed pictures 
will have a former head of the New 
York city board of education, Dr. 
C:orge J. Ryan, as chairman. His 
associates will be Susan Brandeis, 
daughter of Supreme Court Justice 
Louis D. Brandeis and a N. Y. law- 
yer, and Gordon Knox Bell, newest 
member of the Board of Regents, 
al») a N. Y. attorney. All three 
reside in Greater New York. There 
they will see, in a projection room, 
films which the state education de- 
partment’s motion picture division 
has tagged non-licensable. 

Capitol Hill observers were quick 
to note that the three major faiths 
had a representative on the review- 
ing committee, whether this be by 
accident or design. Dr. Ryan, for 14 


years president of the New York | 


board of education and v. p. of a 
Flushing bank, is a prominent Cath- 
olic layman. Miss Brandeis, in pri- 
vate life Mrs. Jacob H. Gilbert, 
mother of three children, is active in 
Jewish affairs. Bell has served on 
committees of the New York Episco- 
pal Diocese. The new reviewing 
group consists of two Democrats and 
one Republican, 


‘The Birth of a Baby,’ having been 
scrutinized in N. Y. city some week 
ago, the new committee is expected 
to take a gander at ‘Remous’ and at 
‘Whirlpool,’ the English version of 
the French-made feature. This is 
the film on which Arthur Garfield 
Hays’ law firm filed a brief for Ar- 
thur Mayer and Joseph Burstyn. The 
attorneys requested postponment 
when a Board of Regents committee 
was to act recently on the appeal, 


Quebec’s Censor Bills 

Montreal, Feb. 22. 
Among the government bills now 
before the Quebec Assembly is a 
measure respecting the Board of 
Censors of Motion Pictures in this 
province. It is the intention to re- 
organize the present Censors’ Board 
with a new personnel, although Eu- 
gene Beaulac, present chairman, will 
likely be retained. There will be 
stricter control over motion picture 
theatres, and there will be a general 
tightening on pix approved with 
more emphasis laid on those of- 
fensive to church doctrine or having 
subject matter indirectly affecting 

the church, such as the ‘Zola’ pic. 
Recently two organizations have 
been created privately; one of them, 
in Quebec City, under the patronage 
of Carninal Villeneuve and the other 
in Montreal of which Lieut.-Colone] 
Henri Desrosiers is chairman. The 
latter is based on the League of De- 
cency in the U. S. and has in all 17 
members taken from a wide range 
of cities and towns in the province. 





Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 22 
Demand for Sunday film show 
in Canisteso leads village 
order a vote March 15 at the 
ter election. Young 
business men favor ending the 


foal ar. 
people and 


bar 


centered | and some other interests oppose. 


Elmira, Feb. 22 
Bath, N. Y., will vote at a charter 
election March 15 on question 
of permitting operation of motion 
picture theatres on Sunday. 


the 


! 


| 
} 








JH. COOPER-PAR 
MAY SPLIT AS 
PARTNERS 


Joseph H. Cooper and Paramount, 


partners for years in the operation 
of theatres in the midwest, may 
split, according to reports. A dis- 
solution of the partnership is said 


| to be likely because of friction be- 





| 
| 
| 





tween Par and Cooper, latter being 
claimed a difficult operator to get 
along’ with. Cooper-Par holdings 
are located in Oklahoma, Nebraska 
and Kansas. 


Recently Cooper was reported in- 


terested in buying out Paramount's 
share in the Nebraska theatre 
group, headed by houses in Lincoln, 


with Cooper anxious to turn a por- 
tion of profits of operation over to a 
children’s fund which he has spon- 
sored for several years. He built a 
couple theatres in Oklahoma for that 
purpose alone, turning over entire 
proceeds of operation to the fund he 
has established. 

It isn’t known whether any split 
between Par and Cooper would 
mean complete control to Cooper or 
whether Par would buy the partner 
out, 


Monogram Pictures’ 


Net Loss of $239,076 
In Its First 11 Months 


Monogram Pictures and subsidiaries 
showed a net loss of $239,076 in first 
11 months of its operations from Feb, 
1 to Dec. 31, 1937, according to state- 
ment sent stockholders last week. 
Total income was placed at $60,279, 
before deductions of $299,355 for sell- 
ing, general and administrative exe 
penses. This included usual heavy 
administrative and organization ex- 
pense for first year of corporation. 

Showing for the 11 months was 
viewed in financial circles as not une 
favorable because, though all active 
ities from Feb. 1 last year are ine 
cluded, Monogram did not benefit 
from picture releases until July 1. 

Only five features had been re- 
leased up to the first of August, 
which gave the company returns 
from film rentals for only bout five 
months. Report also pointed out that 
probably its best grosser, ‘Boy of the 
Streets,’ was not released until late 
in December last year. This small 
return in film rentals was reflected 
in losses shown by sibsidiary dis- 





tributing corporations under its 
wing, 

Total working assets currently 
totalled $1,145,195 with liabilities 


amounting to $332,095. 


‘YANK’ ANGLO PREEM 
HELD BACK TO APRIL 


London, Feb. 15. 
‘A Yank at Oxford,’ although many 





weeks completed by the Metro 
British unit and already showing 
in America, is being held back in 
the U. K., and is not even sched- 
uled for pre-release at the Empire 
till some time in April. 

Metro is not eager to waste this 
| big-scale offering by tying it to the 
| tail of the present Quota Act, which 
|expires March 31, 

Chances are, following West End 
premier in April, picture will be re- 
leased generally in the great U. K. 


board to} 


in the fall. 


TAKING IT NOW 


Fes. 22 

Wit Lior rryn already 
et fo ey of the ifather, 
Col i lio j i tests for 
the other featured in ‘You 
Can't Take It Wit \ which 
Frank Capra w 

Tony (Oswal] I la, Franke 
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Una Merk aly iv 
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Teen’ to Fold, ‘Swans’ Okay London: 


Coward’s ‘Operette Needs Fixing: 
‘Idle Studio Workers 





London, Feb, 22. 
‘Room Service,’ American farce 
with an imported Yank cast, folds at 
Sirand theatre here March 5 
a 12-week stay. Provisional notice 
has been posted backstage for sev- 


€ial WeeKS. 

Black Swans,’ light comedy by 
Geoffrey Kerr, preemed at the Apol- 
Jo last Tuesday (15) under the auspl- 
ces of H. G. Stoker and Alec L. Rea 
Amusing but slight domestic comedy 
vas well received. 

Mary Goes to See’ opened at the 
Haymarket last Wednesday (16). 
Looks like the lightwaisted vehicle 
for Marie Tempest is an unlikely 


London addition. 


‘Operette,’ Noel Coward’s new mu- | 
sical, was presented by John C. Wil- 
on at the Opera House, Manchester. | 
ast Thursday (17). Indications are 
that it will require considerable re- 
vision before being brought to Lon- | 
don in March. Coward wrote the | 

1usie, lyrics and book, while Gladys 
Calthrop costumed and _ scenarized. 
Peggy Wood, Griffith Jones and 
Fritzi Massary are principals. 


TAPERNAUX’S FRENCH 
M. P. CO. FILES A 77B 


French Motion Picture Corp., dis- 
tributor of French films in the 
United States, Central and South 
America, with offices at 126 West 
48th street, filed petition in N. Y. 
Federal Court to reorganize under 
77B of the Bankruptcy Act. The 
corporation, through its president, 
John S. Tapernaux, lists its debts at 
$21,571 and potential assets, including 
contracts for the release of 34 films 
at $160,948. The only other officer of 
the corporation is Rose Tapernaux, 
treasurer and secretary. 


The petition lays the corporation's 
predicament to the ‘unusual situa- | 
lion now prevailing in New York 
City among the few theatres suitable 
for American premier of French pic- 
tures due to the fact that these thea- 
tres are now booked solidly with 
other French and foreign pictures 
enjoying successful runs. The 


Ss 
J 





after | 


| O’Brien, 


; nicians, 


|indoor meeting. 


| present workless. 





petitioner pleads that if given 
sufficient time it will be able to 
lease out films which it has on hand, 
including 17 feature length films 
which have never been shown here. 


The debts of the corporation in- | 
elude loans from banks, advances 
from customers and royalties due to 
producers. The petition names Pathe 
Film Corp. as one of approximately 
100 creditors to which it owes $3,000. 


RAINS BOOST BIZ 
AT AUSSIE B. 0 


Sydney, Feb. 8. 

Wet weather has boosted biz to the 
tops. ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) is 
oke for further trade and sweeps 
into a fifth week safely. Par’s ‘Souls 
at Sea’ is a real winner, and like- 
wise ‘Perfect Specimen’ (WB). ‘Aw- 
ful Truth’ (Col) got away to a fine 
start and is a cinch for a big take. 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) is a dramatic 
click and ‘Big City’ (MG) should se- 
cure a fairly good season. ‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) is socko on femme biz, 
and ‘Maytime’ (MG) continues to 
pull the customers for repeat view- 








ings. ‘Ali Baba’ (20th) struck a wet 
premiere and had ’em lined up. 


which should spell money on ex- 
tended run. Weekly-change is bright 
with ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ 
gg and ‘Some Blondes Dangerous’ 
(U). 

‘Balalaika’ remains a hit in the 
legit field, and Frank Neil will bring 
in a new vaude-revue unit next week 
after clicking with panto and vaude 
Over vacation spell. 


Gonzales Will Open 
2 Houses in Caracas 


Pedro M. Gonzales, formerly Metro 
rep in Venezuela for 12 years and 
now operating his own exchange in 
Caracas, leaves New York for New 
Orleans tomorrow (Thursday) then 
will embark for home. 

In New York for a month, Gonzales 
purchased several films for S. A. re- 
lease and is at present awaiting fina! 
negotiations on local distrib deals for 
a couple of Yank indies. Later in 
year he will open two theatres in 
Caracas. 








Protest Vs. Films Bill 


London, Feb. 12. 
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Nix Nazi-Austrian 


Majority of foreign distribu- 
tors in New York said this 
week they would not buy any 
more Austrian-made_ pictures 
for distribution in U. S. if they 
were definitely established as 
Nazi-controlled. World Pictures 
and Burstyn & Mayer, which 





| 


Unemployed studio workers 
planned a ma demonstration last 
week at the Irving statue, across the 
street from VARIETY Office, to pro- 

:gainst the Films Bill, but it | 
vi cotched by the cops at the last 
minute. Outdoor meetings, under 


an old law, are barred within a mile 
of the Houses of Parliament, 


Scotland Yard swooped down. 


Demonstrators, led by Tom 
of the National Assn. of 
Employees, and George 
Elvin, of the Assn. of Cine-Tech- 
then marched en masse to 
where 200 gathered for an 
They were told 8,- 
000 of a total of 10,000 production 
operatives in this country are at 


Theatre 


Gatti’s, 


Speakers 
ment at the 


expressed disappoint- 
manner in which the 
Government and Board of Trade 
had ignored their representations. 
Claimed under the present Bill the 
future for the workers would be as 
bleak as now. Resolution was unani- 
mously passed calling attention of 
the Board of Trade to the deplorable 
situation of studio workers and 
asking for amendments to the Bill in 
their interest, 


_—~ 


Political Party 
Seeks Control Of 
British Films? 


London, Feb. 15. 
Moves in political circles to hog- 








while | 
lthe legislative body is in session, so 


have handled Austrian produc- 
tions, indicated they would 
place such pictures in the same 
category as Teutonic films that 
bear the Nazi stamp. 

However, inclination of 


distribs is to wait and ascertain 
the reaction of other business 
toward the Nazi spread into 
Austria. One pointed out that 
many refugee players from 


are in Vienna and in- 
dependent producers there cur- 
rently are anti-Nazi rather than 
pro-Hitler. 


Germany 











NSW QUOTA ACT 
POLITICAL 
FODDER 


Recently-passed quota measure 
in New South Wales, Australia, may 
become a political football in the 
forthcoming election in that prov- 
ince, according to advices received 
in New York. , 

Though the law puts March 31 
as the date that foreign distributors, 
including U. S., must signify their 
intentions regarding the new quota 
requirements for 1938, representa- 
tives of American companies have 
informed their New York offices 
that the government in New South 
Wales has asked that such quota 
intentions be filed on March 15, four 
days before the election of March 19. 

Thus, American officials see the 
state election there as making an 
issue of the reaction by distributors 
on the quota alignment. Subject 
may be taken up for discussion by 
home office foreign sales repre- 
sentatives. 








tie the picture business were re- 
vealed by Herbert Morrison, Social- | 
ist member of Parliament and leader | 
of London County Council, in a trade 


lunch, when he told exhibitors he 
had heard the central office of one 
political party was anxious to muscle 
in on the industry. 


Asserting it would be dangerous if 
any government or political depart- 
ment should exert political influence 
on producers, he declared the indus- 
try should wage incessant war on the 
idea of ever becoming subject to any 
partisan caucus. 

Hint of similar line of thought 
emerged when a questioner in the 
House of Commons asked whether, 





Nazi Axis 


(Continued from page 1) 











hopeful, too, that a more liberal pol- 
icy will be adopted by the Hitler 
government through diplomatic rep- 
resentations of the U. S. government, 
especially in view of the free trade 
in this country now permitted films 
produced in the Reich. 


Principal open markets left to 
American films shortly will be only 
those in the British Empire, France 
and Central and South American 
countries, including Mexico and 
Cuba. Increasing growth of quotas 





in view of the character of many 
pictures recently played and ap- 
proved by trade’s unofficial censor- 
ship, British Board of Film Censors, 
the Home Secretary would consider 
gov't censorship or nomination of a 
committee to consider advisibility of 
a national board to control pictures 
and plays. Sir Samuel Hoare said, 
in his opinion, the present system 
worked ‘quite well on the whole’ and 
therefore he did not consider it 
should be a national matter. 


Reply suggested the gov’t sees no 
necessity for other control, but mat- 
ter does not end there, a strong body 
of partisan opinion being jealous of 
influence of the screen and anxious 
it might possibly divert it to its own 
ends. Trend has been noticeable in 
many social organizations over a 
long period who have declared they 
will not rest till they have the cen- 
sorship, 

Exhibitors have become so scared 
they might antagonize patronage by 
giving any hint of party or political 
bias on their screens, or offense to 
family audiences by presentation of 
any dubious entertainment, that only 
material of a generally harmless na- 
ture stands a chance of playing time 
at U. K, theatres almost without ex- 
ception. 

Such facts alone prove conclusively 
there is no fear of influencing the 
customers morally, politically or 
otherwise by the screen under ex- 
isting conditions. Any moves to 
divert control from the trade spon- 
sored censor into gov’t or other 
hands must, in consequence, be 
viewed with suspicion, 





in several of the larger outlet na- 
tions is figured to dent the foreign 
intake on American films. 


Fact that Fascist and Nazi propa- 
ganda agencies are attempting to 
dent the South American market is 
being given serious consideration by 
U. S. distributors. Likely that many 
major companics will have first-hand 
reports on this trend for considera- 
tion as a means of holding the mar- 
ket for American pictures within the 
next few months when foreign dis- 
tribution chiefs will return from 
treks into that section. 


W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox boss. 
last was reported in Venezuela on 
his South American trip. John W. 
Hicks, Jr., Paramount foreign chief- 
tain, left for Central and South 
America yesterday (Tuesday). Ar- 
thur Loew, who is in Australia, may 
stop in several South American key 
cities to give the situation the once- 
over for Metro on his way back to 
the U. S. Joe Hummel, general for- 
eign sales manager for Warner Bros., 


ney, also may stop off en route to 
New York next month. William 
Melniker, head of Loew-Metro for- 
eign theatre department, ostensibly 
in Brazil for a new theatre opening 
in March, also is expected to bring 
back data on propagandizing in S. A. 

Move to combat this Nazi-Fascist 
bally is understood to be the first of 
several by American picture com- 
panies to retain a firmer grip on 
profitable foreign markets. It is also 
why U. S. distributors have been 
striving for an amicable settlement 
of iabor demands in Mexico, 








Magyar’s Advantage 





Budapest, Feb. 15. 
New pact apparently now conclud- 





led with German film authorities is 


|expected to do much in improving 


|all trade in Hungary. Magyar pic- 
itures will get a definite outlet into 
| Germany as a result of this agree- 
ment calling for import into Ger- 


many of one Hungarian-made film 
for every five German pictures 


shown in Hungary. All pictures 
must be approved by Filmkammer 
and are subject to usual Aryan re- 
strictions, 

Though German pictures receive a 
tremendous edge in the exchange 
between this country and Hitler’s 
domain, there already are signs that 
banker money, previously distrust- 
ful of the industry, has now been 
made available for picture produc- 
tion. German deal is held respon- 
sible for this switch in attitude. 


Japan 100-Film 
Plan Wont Do, 
Distribs Claim 


Tokyo, Feb. 8. 

Foreign distributors, especially 
Americans, are keenly disappointed 
at the way the proposed ban lifting 
on importations has been interpreted 
by the Japanese government. It was 
at first believed that the 100 im- 
ports into Japan annually was in- 
tended to apply to each nation. But 
the original intent has been interp- 
reted officially now as meaning the 
100 pictures would be _ scattered 
among all foreign firms. It would 
mean 20 features or possibly as few 
as 10 to be divided among six to 
eight U. S. companies. 

American representatives say they 
would rather shut down than do 
business with such a meager supply. 
If the 100-picture rule applies to each 
nation, this would give every Ameri- 
can firm an average of 15 pictures 
per year, and not make them suffer 
so greatly. Foreign distributors also 
are eager for some lifting of the ban 
on coin collected from picture rent- 
als, if only a percentage is permitted 
to leave Japen. 

Police regulations limiting the pro- 
gram running time has produced a 
demand for lower admission fees. 
However, this is unlikely because the 
government has a new 10% tax on 
amusement admittances (to help pay 
for the conflict in China). 

Success in roadshowing ‘100 Men’ 
(U), at increased prices is one bright 
spot because some distributors be- 
lieve it indicates a possibility of other 
big features obtaining added revenue 
while the ban is in force. Universal 
claims even country bookings on the 
Deanna Durbin picture are on a 
roadshow basis. Roadshows in the 
past have been confined to key spots. 

Expected arrival of two 20th-Fox 
officials this month has revived talk 
that the company may huddle with 
Shochiku on the production of one 
picture intended for export. Denied 
by company officials here, however. 
Delbert Goodman, 20th-Fox Far 
Eastern manager, and Clarence Hake, 
assistant foreign chief now in Au- 
stralia, are expected in Japan before 
the end of February, 








Canova’s London Ciick 


London, Feb. 22. 

Opening at the Cafe de Paris yes- 
terday (Monday), Judy Canova, as- 
sisted by Annie and Zeke, pleased. 
despite sparse 1ttendance. 

Talk part of the offering is medi- 
ocre and could be deleted advan- 
tageously. 





JOE RUCKER TO UV. S. 


Tokyo, Feb. 8. 
Joe T. Rucker, Paramount news- 
reel cameraman, sailed last week (3) 
for America. 
Has been 


covering the 
China, 


war in 





British Showmen Deprecate Grid he 
Betting Pool, but They re Back of It 





London, Feb. 15, 
Disclosure of facts concerning 
Screen Pools, Ltd., football betting 
outfit financed in the picture busi- 
ness, is causing a big upset in the in- 
dustry, particularly on exhibiting 


side. Theatre men have long con- 
|tended this form of speculation, 
which has entire U. K. in its grasp, 


is giving the b. 0. a sock, and are 
hocked to discover leaders of their 
own trade are back of it. 

Major Arthur Gale, a director of 
Screen Pools, is also treasurer of 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Associa- 
tion, which has given rise to many 
complaints by members of the lat- 
ter organization. There are contra- 
dictory reports from C. E. A. and 
Screen Pools on Gale’s resignation 
from the board of the pool. 
currently out of the country. 

Other exhibs in the company are 
A. N. Kendal, chain operator; Lou 


Gale is 


Morris, Phil Hyams, Claude Marx 
and Sydney Bernstein, with W. B. 
Robinson, secretary of Gaumont- 


British, also holding a piece. 

Other stockholders are H. C. Hay- 
cock, Sam Harris, William C. Jeapes, 
head of Universal Talking News; 
Ernest W. Fredman, Jeffrey Ber- 
nerd, Stephen Dade, Maurice Woolf, 
Aimee Josephine Hyman, Edward 
Black, Harry Clayton, E. Thornton- 
Smith and Charles Tucker. Certain 
of these are understood to be nom- 
inees of C. M. Woolf and the Ostrers. 

Of interest is that a piece in the 
concern is held in name of Cine- 
matograph Trade Benevolent Fund, 
consisting of stock taken by Sir Wil- 
liam Jury and handed over for bene- 
fit of that institution, which succors 
fallen members of the industry. 


On the board are Tom Walls, 
chairman; Arthur Gale, H. A. Yapp, 
W. W. Hunt, J. Collier and W. C. 
Jeapes, Yapp being an addition to 
the exhib members of the organiza- 
tion. 


Trade criticism, apart from the 
business attracted away from the- 
atres, is that association with gam- 
bling is inimical to the industry, and 
that football pools pay nothing in 
entertainments’ tax. Latter point is 
to be put before the governrent in 
new C. E. A. plea for adjustments of 
the duty. Broadly, exhibs argue, ef- 
fect of the pools is most marked 
Thursdays and Saturdays; the former 
day patrons stay at home filling up 
coupons on that week’s football 
games; Saturdays they stay home 
from theatres to pick up the day’s 
results broadcast nationally at 6:15. 


More open-minded sections of the 
industry aver the competition from 
this source is greatly exaggerated, 
contending the average individual 
invests only modestly on the pools, 
without interfering with his enter- 
tainment budget. 

This form of gambling on football 
results is usually a 12c. bet and mil- 
lions of natives have a ‘flutter.’ Not 
counting the profit from postal orders, 
which is enormous, the postage on 
such bets is estimated at $50,000 
weekly, which is no mean revenue. 
Like horse and dog racing, no cash 
betting is permitted, and a credit ac- 
count is opened with the bookies. 
All betting is prohibited in the foot- 
ball grounds, 





Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 
fWhiteoaks’—April 14, ’°36. 
‘French Without Tears’—Noy, 6 
‘Balalaika’—Deec, 22, 
‘George and Margaret’—Feb, 25, ‘37. 
‘Black Limelight’—April 22, 
‘Victoria Regina’—June 21. 
*tflousemaster’—June 29. 
‘st. Moritz’—July 31, 
‘Time and the Conways’—Aug. 26, 
‘rest of the Wave'—Sept. 1, 
‘London Rhapsody’—Sent. 1. 
‘The Phantom Light’—Sent. A 
‘Going Greek’—Sept, 16. r 
‘I Have Been Here Before’—Sept. 22. 
‘Iftide and Seek’—Oct, 14, 
‘Autumn’—Oct, 15, 
“Yes and No’—Oct. 26, 
‘Paris et Londres’—Ort. 27. 
‘Mourning Recomes Electra’—Nov. 19. 
‘Robert's Wife’—Nov, 23. 
‘Thank You, Mr. Pepys'—Nov. 30. 
‘Oh. Letty’—Dec, &, ~ 
‘I Killed the Count’—Dee, 10, 


‘Room Service'—Dec, 15, 

*Me and My Girls’—Dec. 16. 
‘Reauty and the Reast' -Dec. 27. 
‘Sim Sala Bim’—Dee, 27, 

‘This Monkey Business’—Jan. @. 38 


‘The Melody That Got Lost’'—Jan. 19. 
Volpone’ -Jan. 25, 

‘Nine Sharp’'—Jan. 26. 

‘The Innocent Party—Jan. 27. 

‘The Three Sisters’'—Jan, 28. 

‘Nuts in May'- Feb, 3 
*“Mirabelle’—Feb, 9. 

‘Frozen Glory’—Feb. 10. 

‘The Island'—Feh, 10. 

‘Black Swans'—Feb, 15 





‘Mary Goes to See'—Feb. 16, 
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GUT Set With Strong Film Supply 


Yanks In, British Product Out 


99 


Sydney, Feb. 22. 
Union Theatres, 
apparently had been left high and 
dry on product after Stuart F. 
Doyle left and Charles Munro had 
bought up a film supply for Hoyts, 
seems to have done fairly well for 
itself. Instead of being put on the 
spot in a position of having to 
lean too heavily on British prod- 
uct, GUT apparently has sufficient 
ace product to last for some time. 


Greater which 


or 


This was forcibly revealed when it 
that British Empire 
distribution subsidiary of 
contract 
Asso- 
British 


was learned 
Films, 
GUT, 
to distribute 
ciated Talking 


has not signed any 


pictures from 


Pictures or 
International. 

When the breakaway 
Hoyts and GUT 
British distributors felt that their 
chance for a greater outlet via the 
latter had Instead, GUT 
began bringing out pictures of Re- 
and Grand Na- 
choice 


between 


became definite, 


arrived. 


Monogram 
tional and making 
individual deals for films. And now 
it as though British product 
will get the break only when GUT 


public, 
several 


looks 


forced to buy features as fillers. 
Hoyts’ product lineup is Warner 
Bros. RKO, 20ih-Fox, Gaumont- 
British-Dominions, Columbia and 
United Artists. Here, it controls 
the Regent, Plaza and Century, long- 
run spots. In association with Sni- 
der-Dean, National Theatres, it 
also has Mayfair, Civic and an in- 
terest in the Cameo. Holds 50% 
interest in Embassy and King’s 
Cross and Empire and a slice of the 
Palace. 

But GUT has not fared so badly. 
Product includes Paramount, Uni- 
versal, Metro, Republic, Monogram, 
GN, Cinesound and British pictures. 
However, no contracts have been 
made for the British films, features 
being spotted as required. Metro 
puts its best pictures into its own 
St. James and Liberty, but the lease 
on the latter may not be renewed, 
which would give GUT an even big- 
ger break. 


is 


as 


Reported that Paramount may 
help GUT materially on product 
here and_ possibly elsewhere in 
Australia. Par has an agreement 


with Dan Carroll to spot ace fea- 
tures into the Prince Edward, plus 
a supply of program films and sec- 


ond runs to the Cameo. Prince 
Edward, running dual now, uses up 
Only about 30 Par features an- 


nually, which leaves almost as many 
other features it would have avaii- 
able for GUT in this zone. GUT 
controls the State and Lyceum, 
long-runners; the Capitol, Lyric and 
Empress as well as State, newsreel 
house. Also holds a 50% interest 
in Embassy, King’s Cross and Em- 


pire, under the old General The- 
atres’ agreement. 

Deal by GUT with Universal calls 
for full product in the common- 
wealth, with pictures spotted into 
Hoyts’ neighborhood houses in Vic- 
toria and N. South Wales. Because 
GUT has no nabe chain, the deal 
gives Universal a break in city 
houses plus added coverage in large 
Hoyt neighborhood cinemas. Con- 


tract made by Here McIntyre, Uni- 
versal rep here, apparently is okay 
as now constituted. 

British Empire Films, the dis- 
tributing unit left to GUT, when 
Doyle pulled out, is going slow in 
signaturing extensive British prod- 
uct deals though purported still be- 
ing in favor of some. It is possi- 
ble that the desire for more favor- 
able pacts than in past years 
holding up negotiations with the 
English distribs, apparently GUT 
believing certain independent Amer- 
ican features have better boxoffice 
draft and are more desirable if ob- 
tainable on virtually the same terms 
or better. 


is 


+ 





Mrs. Kalmus Back to Eng. 
For More Film Tinting 
Feb. 2a. 


technicolor ex- 


Holly wood, 

Natalie M. Kalmus, 
ecutive, who returned to Hollywood 
10 days ago after an eight months’ 


stay in England, is again en route to 


London, where she will supervise 
color camera work on two Herbert 
Wilcox productions, ‘Victoria and 
Albert’ and ‘Lady Hamilton.’ 

Upon completion of these chores 
she will go to France to handle a 
one-picture assignment for Rene 
Clair. 


LONDON CAFES 
IN SHARP DROP 


London, Feb, 15. 


London nite life is experiencing 
the worst time in three years, and 
the reason does not seem shortage 


of money, as lots of it is being spent 


in other directions. 


One 
on various occasions, weekly 
told its orchestra not to come in 
there were no members present; 
while another spot considers it good 
| soing if the night brings along a 
score of spenders. 


important membership club 


has, 
as 


Martinus Poulsen, head of the Cafe 
de Paris, who also has an interest in 
the London Casino and the 400 Club, 
admits the former has been taking 
in $1,500 per week less than same 
time last year. 

Only spots that are doing very well 
are the Savoy hotel, and both rooms 
at the Trocadero. In the case of the 
latter, it is because of the big shows 
they stage and reasonable price of 
food. It cost $2.50 for dinner and en- 
tertainment. 


MAGYAR FILM TRIP TO 
U.S.; LENSING EN ROUTE 


Budapest, Feb. 12. 

Cast of ‘Borcsa in America,’ with 
producer Erno Gal, 
New York in May for outdoor shots. 
Margit Kabos, 
Maly, Rozsahegvi, 
Juhasz Ella 
the trip. 
board 








will sail for 


Dayka, Julius Gero 
Kalman 

and probably 
will Shots 


the 


baszogi take 


will be made on ship, 


being scheduled for 10 days. 


Karoly Noti is doing the script, and 
Janos Kurucz, Magyar composer 
living in America, is responsible for 
the score. 


Cochran Musical Set 


London, Feb. 15. 


tet of shows he has lined up fer 
the West End wiii be the musica! 
starring Flanagan and Allen 

Show goes into rehearsal April 
12, and, although no theatre’ has 
been set. understood it will be the 
Palace. of which Cochran is man- 


aging director. 
worth’ being set 


This, despite ‘Dods- 


to open at the Pal- 


ace this month. It’s figured latter 
will stay about two months, making 
it just right for Cochran to step in 





around the middle of May. 


— 
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B PIX OO NOT 


GET ANYWHERE 


With the Foreign Revenue 
More and More Impor- 
tant, It May Be the Un- 
doing of B Films—Only 
the Colossals Earn Big 
Foreign Revenue 


WOULD CURB DUALS 


is linked with the failure of Grade B 
features to do anything like what is 
grossed by the high-budget films 
world market. 


in 
the of 
these minor grossers ir 
the foreign field is so low that dis- 
tribution of certain of these program 
pictures is viewed as economically 


Percentage 


return on 


unfeasible, especially in foreign 
lands having a strict quota or re- 
strictions. 

Summary reveals that the lesser 


films garner only 10-15% as much in 
the foreign field as in America, 
while the more pretentious features 





Joseph | 


. | 
Gom- | 


Rex, and in New York, stay in U. S. | 


This is the first Hungarian film 
whose budget is calculated to in-| 
clude such an_— expensive trip. 
‘Borcsa’ was a popular musical | 
about a dozen vears ago, written 
by Tamas Emod as a vehicle for 
Sari Fedak. Miss Dayka plays lat- 
ter’s original part in the picture 


First of the Charles Cochran quar- | 


collect almost as much abroad as in 
|the U. S. This is basically the cause 
of the big urge to have only 
| films in the quota lineups. 


Setup attains unusual significance 
| just now when all companies are 
striving to trim outlays for pictures 
|}and bolster world grosses as com- 
pared with negative costs. Producers 
| don't want these low grossers clut- 
| tering up their consignments to for- 
eign nations, 
| Check on several recent minor 
features, suited for American duals, 
shows that while they may do $300,- 
| 000 to $500,000 in the domestic mar- 
ket, only $27,000 to $70,000 is 
tained outside the U. S. These 
figures show that many ‘B’ produc- 
tions bring in only $15,000 to $40,000 


in England ,considered as the ace 
market outside of America. 
50°. from Foreign 


In contrast, a feature with a world 
take of $3,000,000 nearly always gets 
half and sometimes greater than 50% 
of gross from the foreign field. Thus 
this type of picture is more desir- 
able in nearly every foreign terri- 


tory from distribution costs alone. 
Where the expeusive picture gets 
this large percentage from outside 


| American borders, a film grossing 
around $450,000 obtains only 10-15% 
from foreign accounts. 





|}every picture shipped into that 
country count against the U. S. dis- 
tributor’s quota credit; it will mean 
a considerable saving in a year's 
time to have films certain of bring- 
; ins in heavy return. 


While some minor productions are 


urge to get away from duals is that 
report that some ‘B’ pictures fail to 
repay negative costs. They will get 


less help from .he foreign mart with | 


| quota restrictions harming net re- 
|} turns on product when it does not 
bring in high grosses abroad. 


Metro Foreign Aides 
On Trips to America 
Trek of champion business 
lof Metro fields 


to U. S., with arrival of prize-winne) 


getter 


in foreign continues 


E. Zaharovici, of Bucharest, Rouma- 


nia, in N. Y., and expected appear- 
ance on the Coast of four others 

L. Andrews, Brisbane; David Lake 
manager for Australia; Carlo 
Niebla, Mexico, and E. F. 
of the Osaka branch, Japan, are due 
| in Hollywood this week. 
will come to N. Y. 
to the Coast for a 
returning home. 

Trips to America by Metro 
salesmen is supplanting usual inter- 
inational sales confab this year. 


sales 


Zaharovici goes 


once-over before 


ace 
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Current drive against double bills | 


‘A’ | 


ob- | 


With England’s new quota making | 


essential for the double feature line- | 
up so prevalent now, back of all this | 


Johansen, 


Later they ! 
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ut 5 Major Changes in Quota: 





Jap-China ‘Peace’ 


Tokyo, Feb. 8 
Jukichi Suzuki, motion pic- 
ture director returned last 


week to Japan from China, 
where he has been supervising 
background shots for feature 
being produced by Towa Shoji 
for export. With him came a 
number of Chinese actors and 
collaborators, who will remain 
here until flicker is finished. 

Film is titled ‘The Path 


Oriental Peace.’ 


U. S. DISTRIBS 
HIKE MEX P 


of 











for 
employees 


Union demands more money 
to Mexico 
have been met in full by U. S. dis- 
tributors. Reparesentatives in Mex- 
ico City conferred for about two days 
| on instructions from N. Y. offices and 
|then reached a satisfactory agree- 
ment with virtually all demands met. 


exchange in 





Home office officials now are hope- 
ful that there will be no immediate 
'requests for an additional tilt. 


LONDON GROUP URGES 








London, Feb. 17. 

News Theatre’ Assn.,_ recently 
formed, has come forward with three 
definite regulations for insertion into 
the pending quota measure. Its 
spokesmen made their plea for three 
regulations on the ground that if 
the concessions are not made their 
theatres will be unable to sustain the 
current policy of playing educational 
and cultural subjects on their pro- 
grams. Claim they would be forced 
into competition with other houses 
which show features and_ shorts, 
thereby destroying their so-called 
constructive policies, 


News Theatre representatives seek 


in the quota measure the elimina- 
tion of any obligation under the 





quota, exemption of registration of 
| foreign (U. S.) educational shorts as 
foreign distributor footage and reg- 
istration of British educational shorts 
las exhibitor quota. 


| 
° 
‘Cocco’s Film Jap Entry 
| For the Export Market 
Tokyo, Feb. 1. 
Production on the first full-length 
feature ever to be made by Cocco 
Film Nippon will soon get under way. 
|W. Loe Bagier, former assistant to 
Julien Duvivier and E. A. Dupont, 
will direct, and 
been signed as cameraman. 
footage will be taken in the 
turesque Japanese mountains 


Much 
pic- 
while 


! 
the balance of the film will be made | 


Ofuna, 
tudio. 


in the country’s 


Takeo Ogasawara, president of 
Cocco Film, is in charge of produc- 
tion, and, according to him, the pic- 
ture is designed for export as well 
as home the 


consumption, hence 


European experts. 


Peru’s Own Prod. 


3 QUOTA REGULATIONS 


Richard Angst has | 


largest | 


| Rushed Through, Corrected Later 


London, Feb. 22. 

Final House of Commons de- 
bate on the films bill scheduled 
for today (Tuesday) was post- 
poned due to the political situa- 
tion, but is expected to take place 
tomorrow (Wednesday) and 
Thursday (24). Exhibitors are 
raising frantic objections to a 
last-minute proposal by Oliver 
Stanley to allow three quota 
certificates on pictures exceed- 
ing $150,000 labor cost. 

Stanley aims at encouraging 
production here for the Ameri- 
can market but exhibiters claim 
that will cause an even more 
serious product shortage than al- 
ready foreshadowed in the bill, 





London, Feb. 15. 
Appraisal of the quota measure as 
it finally the 

mittee only 
changes, one of 
an exhibitor matter. Numerous 
amendments tacked on seemingly 
serve only to clarify original clauses. 


passed 
finds 


standing 
five 
these 


come 
important 
being solely 


Five material alterations from the 
original draft are the substitution 
of a films council for the advisory 
committee, a new optional viewing 
test, increasing the exhibitor quota 
from 10% to 124%, a regulation 
making distributors fill quota in six- 
month periods instead of annually 
(this does not apply the first year 
of new act) and a proviso whereby 
the Board of Trade may alter quota 
schedules three times instead of two 
after the first year of operation. 


Both the optional viewing test and 


the films council are eyed askance 
both by the trade here and U. S. 
distributors. Some fear that the 


viewing plan may destroy the quota 
aim to foster domestic production. It 
is contended that the ‘City’ will be 
discouraged from backing producers 
when pictures may be rejected by 
the council after completed and sat- 
isfying the cost stipulations. Same 
thing is feared by American dis- 
tributors if producing to fulfill quota 
obligations. 

Viewing test clause was introduced 
as a concession to exhibitors ap- 
parently to safeguard them from be- 
ing forced to play Inferior product, 
There also is hope that the power of 
the committee will be used sparingly 
and only when the spirit of the 
quota law is flagrantly abused. 

Industry here is inclined to resent 
the way the membership of the films 
council is laid out. With only 10 of 
the membership of 21 from the film 
business, it conceivable that con- 
trol might be exerted by those not 
connected with the picture industry. 
Under the originally proposed advis- 
ory committee, only five of the 13 
members came from outside the pic- 
ture business. Exhibitors, with four 
representatives on the council while 
distribs, producers and studio labor 
have two each, feel they will secure 
the most satisfaction out of its oper- 
ation. 


is 





Hike in exhibitor quota came as 
a concession to producers, especially 
Studio labor, in the belief that it 
|might stimulate independent local 
| production. Cinematograph Ex- 
|hibitors Assn. was banking on the 
original schedules, but final analysis 
shows they are better off than in 
| the closing stages of the present 
quota legislation 

Variation of the period ji 


n which 


| the quota may be reviewed suevests 
that Oliver Stanley, head of the 
| Board of Trade, is not sure about 
| the effects of the new act and ints 
to leave loopholes calling f 1djust- 
ling quickly once fila ire evie 
dent in the act as presently constie 
ituted. It wa evident in later sin«eg 


hat Stanley wanted to force throu *h 


I Fel 10 the measure even if it seemed hike 
Jima eb E 
¢ atehwork aff- A lea a4 { 
Motion pic ture studio now under }a yey de . afl rt ind } » time 
} ane ; i ounce te ior Ou 
‘onstruction here will mark the first | 42° ~ , ¥ilen ; m out 
| Peruvian venture in picture produc- | rough edges 
ion Thi speed was not to the liking 
Outfit will be called Proppesa of American distribut And pute 
headed by T. R. Fiege. Location ting it up to the Ff Council to 
in Magdalena Vieja, a suburb of | adjust matte: lowe not exactly 
Lima. please therm, 
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¥. B. 1 | De Nuss No Time toe Marry’ (Col ee ee! Renee te A seni +e Be 2 son wh e 
. | Patricia ce tad Newspaper story of B casting, || Alexander Dembo de Lasts. Scenario, | Pictures seidom reacn the West End; 
; f the former vehicles in |} a ni bert Gre for the duals Charles Lincoln, from play ‘Murder in the | yet he is one of the foremost box 
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vaniace, ‘Arsene Lupin Returns 1s Re Paul i “ other person in the picture is Chico's | min ; candidate for second feature honors 
first class mystery-jewel theft | ° Ke r play ; father. | May Hardy.......e.seeees Bebe Daniels |in America, and certainly far su- 
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Supposedly 
Jong ag the gendarme mystifier, 
Lupin, a character created (and used 
before in films) by Maurice Leblanc, 
is found by the writers of this orig- 


inal to have merely retired and gone 


QO, 


legit. He is played by Douglas, 
whose two associates, Nat Pendleton 
and E. E. Clive, a couple of muggs, 
heip him in his pseudo-crime re- 
eniry. 


Woole thing is deftly handled by 
director and cutier, the pace fasc 
enouch to always hold the scer, and 
there’s enough comedy to liven 
nearly every si.uation. 

Douglas’ entrance is quite late in 
the running time, provably two reels 
down, and the beginning of the story 
concerns the FBI's casting out of 
Warren Williams, a publicity hog 
who becomes of no use to the Gov- 
ernment because he’s known every- 
where. He goes into private practice 
and gets an insurance company pro- 
teciive job watching a $250,000 jewel 
on transport from America to France. 
Only afver the boat docks on the 
other side, does Lupin (Douglas) be- 








tically nothing with it. Playdates 
will find it all the way from the 
| second feature in the second or third 
| house, to likewise duals in the ac- 
|tion brackets. No member of the 
least means a dime on the marquee. 
Concerns Louis Hayward and J.C. 


Nugent, a couple of track followers | 


|who bet the wad on an out-of-the- 
{money nag. Forced to hitch it to 


the next track, they take refuge in a 


storm in a big and seemingly de- 
serted house by the roadside. Oddly 
enough. by taking possession they 


slip into the shoes of a rich man’s 
son and his companion, and so into 
a string of adventures. 

Next to Hayward and Nugent, the 
latter fielding most of the acting 
honors and the humor portions. Eric 


Linden, Barbara Read and Sheila 
Bromley figure. All are matter-of- 
fact assignments, and the story, 


though authored by Channing Pol- 
lock, comes through the camera mill 
with no impressive signs of his writ- 
ing mastery. 

Exhib will have to go hard for 
the title and scarehead his exovloita- 
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of the vicinity. After a coyote has 
killed the mother of a nest of little 
birds, Chico feeds them until they 
grow up and desert him. One of 
them, however, sticks to him and be- 


comes his friend. When he falls 
asleep outside his little house, the 
| bird saves him from attack by a 


rattlesnake, in a highly exciting fight 


| in the course of which the bird kills 


the snake. Other incidents involving 
Chico and quails, armadillos, honey- 
bears and boars are shown. 

Stacy and Horace Woodard who 
made the film, are twice winners of 
Motion Picture Academy awards in 
1933 and 1934 for shorts, Stacy Wood- 
ward was chief cameraman on Pare 
Lorentz’s Government picture, “The 
River.’ This film was more than a 
year in the making, all of it having 
been shot in Central Mexico. Dr. 
Kelenyi’s excellent score is a definite 
asset to the picture. 


RENDEZVOUS IN WIEN 


(‘Rendezvous in Vienna’) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 





gin figuring. Last half becomesj|tion if handling it alone, or with aii eel ni an Mal 
very much cops-and-robber.. likewise inferior celluloid. duction, Features Adele Sandrock, Magda 
Film is a break for Virginia Bruce, eenaraee Schneider, Leo Slezak, Wolf Albach-Retty, 
gince she’s the only femme. Makes j Georg Alexander, Lizzi Holzschuh. Dit- 
or fit i ) e jewel theme with a W rected by Viktor Janson, Music, Willy 
tig rd oy Be the stor eventu- BORN TO BE ILD “chmidt-Gentner; camera, Eduard Hosch. 
eat sevting. C story | i \t the &@th Street Garden, N. Y., week 
ally gets around to show she Is a (WYTH SONGS) feb. 18, '38. Running time, 87 mins. 
figure in the thieving—as far as Wil- Republic Pictures release of Harold Shu- Hofrat Aigner.........eeeeed Adele Sandrock 
liam and Douglas are concerned. mate production, Features Ralph Hyrd, | Gusti...........4- eoeeeee+Magda Schneider 
1. _ , as .| Doris Weston, Ward Bond. Directed by Joe | Marsciner......ccccocccccccceces Leo Slezak 
_Nat Pendleton and E. E. Clive, as-| 330 sereen. play, Nathaniel West:|Elly............, eeceeess-- Lizzi Holzschuh 
signed the comedy load, are up to it} camera, Jack Marta: film editor, William] Franz Lenhardt.........Wolf Albach-Retty 
in great shape. It's a draw for them | Morgan: musical director, Alberto Columbo; | Percy Poole...... ecceccees Georg Alexander 
in honors songs, eck Lawrence, Peter ‘Tinturin, | Lionel.... ..cccce Cocccccsececes Fritz Odemar 
to ie te } +} h .| Eduardo Durant, Harold Peterson, Carlos | Huber.......cccccccccccccsscees Rudolf Carl 
Pic is for the top side of the mar Ruffino. Previewed in projection room, | Von Kelety...... ecccece Tibor Von Halmay 
quce pairing, missing A classification | yy. Feb. 17, '88. Running time, 6% mins, | Housemaster.........+s.e..-..-Fritz Imhoff 
quite a little, but still being okay. RibCS:. PACUOUE  ik6c0004 ciacess Ralph Byrd | Chauffeur....... cutdnee sen Wilhelm Schich 
———————— MEAVY BtOVESMNIG. 6c cccsicccrcsvcse Doris Weston pois 
Rill Purvis......+.++.+.++++.2--Ward Bond (In German, with English Titles) 
. + D2viS..ceccecceccces Robert Emmett Keane P ‘ 4 ag ‘ 
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pean Spotter. ssecscscceessseeess Charles Williams |@musing comedy whose most redeem- 
(‘Revenge of General Ling’) RNs 940069 Sean pevevbaye egg Ml ing feature is its splendid cast. How- 
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Gripping melodrama of Chinese 
banditry, this little feature from the 
British studios doesn’t possess name 
draw to boost it to solo runs; 
even by shifting the title, as done 
here, to ‘Revenge of General Ling 
Nevertheless, it is strong fare, with 
pace and story contrivance weil 
above average to come from Ens- 
land. 


not 


A number of original twists are 


judiciously spotted through the ad- 
ventures of a British secret agent's 
relentless efforts to trace the Chinese 
bandit’s source of arms and ammuni- 
tion. Actual depredations and ruth- 
less tactics are only briefly pictured, 
serving merely as background for 
espionage plotting. 

The Russian actor with the un- 
pronouncable name, Inkijinoff, sup- 
plies a satisfactory interpretation of 
the daring bandit leader without 
causing foreign stars in U. S. any 
worry. His work perhaps does not 
stand out because he Ov ersnad- 
owed by Griffith Jones, as the Brit- 
ish spy. Film does not offer enousth 
opportunity for the Russian to dis- 
play thespian skill. 

Jones, youth who has been heard 
from plenty in English films of late. 
provides a slick version of the oft- 
thwarted secret service man. Pos- 
sibly is weakest in the few romantic 
passages found in production. Ad- 
rianne Renn, cast as the general's 
wife, is lukewarm though attractive. 
Anthony Eustrel gives one of the 
finer supporting .erformances as the 
Chinese snvy. Nota single name that 
means a thing to the American bcx 
office. 

Akos Tolnay and Reginald Long 
have teamed up to turn out a mov- 
ing story, with the focal poi.* al- 
ways kept on the four principal 
characters and their efforts to gain 
the unper hand. Plot structure is 
remarkable for its Jack of usual 
extranecus matter. Dialog is gener- 


is 


find a spot on lesser double bills. 
Story is rather nebulous, but film’s 
compensations lie in Ralph Byrd and 
Ward Bond as palsy trucking men. 
Byrd displays a pleasant voice and 
teams up nicely with the romantic 
interest, Doris Weston. former New 
York nitery singer. 





Tale deals with Byrd 


in some way or other. 
Renublie and its story department. 
and Byrd and 


ers are saved 


duet. 


Adventures of Chico 








Woodard production and releose 1) I 
nentary film produced ritten ay ‘ 
pho orraphed and edited hy Stacs er 
'Torace Woodard, Mrisieal Score }) 
Fdward Kelenyi Treviewed t ith St 


Playhouse, N, Y., 
time, 56 mins, 


Feb, 


This is a highly unusual film w« 
beautiful photography. Whethe1 
nicture of this type, which is fa: 


is thorouchly 
ing. There is undoubtedly 
audience which will like it. 
chould, in addition to being 
factorv to adults, have a 
iuvenile draw. Numerous 


flavor which 
a 
and 


more like that of little Chico. 
of the film’s two characters. 





Story is an old one, dealing with 
the romance of Miss Schneider and 
Albach-Retty, the latter a promising 
but poor composer. Lacking the nec- 
essary attributes for success, he 





Miss Weston is |} Schneider 
no great shakes as an actress. but | Played by Miss Sandrock, the young 
debits the ledger with her warbling. 
Renublic. too, is obviously grooming 
Byrd for bigger and better things, : 
recently wresting him from the horse |¢n to eclinse the romance. 
operas for the civilian backsround, |Ceorg Alexander, for instance, as 
and Bond. 5 
who are detailed to truck a load of | Of a philanderer, but harmless, who 
dynamite to a distant town for the 
purpose of blowing up a dam, which 
would foil unscrupulous reel estaters 
Technical 
details are probably known only to 


At anv rate, after several obstruc- 
tive incidents, the pair reach their 
soal, the dam is blown up, the ranch- 
Miss 


Weston wind up crooning a domestic 


21, ‘3S Running 


ith 
a 
off 
the beaten track, can catch on com- 
mercially is more likely to depend 
on exploitation than merit. It has < 
charm- 
large 
it 
satis- 
strong 
city mon- 
nets will undoubtedly wish for a life 
one 


Only 


flounders—but not for long. Through 
the ingenious contriving of Miss 
| and her’ grandmother, 
;comvoser is finally launched unon 
the road to success, but only after 
several trying incidents that threat- 
There is 


{the music publisher, and somewhat 


| 


nearly disrupts the romance, but 
whose efforts finally help bring 
about their reconciliation when he 
=" to publish the young man’s 
work, 


DANGER VALLEY 


(WITH SONGS) 








Monogram release of R, N, Bradbury pro- 
|} duction, Stars Jack Randall, features Lois 
Wilde, Charles King, Directed by R. N, 
| Bradbury; camera, Bert Longenecker; 
ind, Carl Zint; sones, Johnny Lange and 
| Fred Stryker. At Liberty, Lincoln, dual 
|} Running time, 52 mins, 
| Jack... oc ceceecs Jack Randall 
| PERCU gb 20446006000586 etcoccee -Lois Wibkle 
~ ) One 544 seseesedsanes coee Hal Price 
PAM s 060 06056060806088 $esseus Charities King 
Pary 60405600 66040%800600808 Frank Laltue 
id Timers 
Karl Dwire, Chick Tlannon, Ernie Adams 


Very modest pic which 
iverage or slightly below at the b.o.., 
|‘Danger Valley’ is a claim-jumping 
| yarn with a sprinkle of cowhand, but 
| mostly desert and mountains. It’s by 
no means R. N. Bradbury’s best ef- 
| fort in his long list of westerns. 

| Jack Randall, who had a couple of 
singing roles before this and was re- 
cently ticketed for an even dozen 
| more flicks by Mono, is the star. He's 
billed as a singer, but he makes some 
iawful muggs while getting off the 
| nic’s two tunes—‘On the Wide Onen 
Plains’ and ‘Little Tenderfoot.’ “‘Ten- 
derfoot’ is the best tune, but Randall 


will run 


2) 





Wednesday, February 23, 1938 











The hackneyed theme of the jewel 
chase, the pseudo-gangster who turns 
out to be a copper, and his love and 
cleansing influence over the girl ac- 
complice. On the whole, a pale coun- 
terpart of many such stories that 
have been made and forgotten in the 
U. S. After a slow start, the action 
quickens toward the end to a more 
robust finish and hould make a good 
second feature here. Its appeal fur- 
ther afield would be negligible. 

Two stars make the most of their 
opportunities, with Miss Daniels get- 
ting in a couple of songs i:. the legit- 
irmmate atmosphere of night club and 
music hall. Ben Lyon, as the spe- 
cial investigator acting for an in- 
surance company, slides gracefully 
from dress clothed gangsterdom to 
steward’s white, when he finds him- 
self unable to board the boat he 
planned to sail on, through losing his 
passport. Realizing his accomplice 
has double-crossed him. he pulls off 
the steward gag and gets snooping 
around. The jewels are stolen, fake 
ones substituted and restolen, and 
the usual complications sre attend- 
ant with such a plot. Miss Daniels 
makes goo-goo eyes at the disguised 
young trail.r, and he saves her at 
the showdown. 





Ship scenes and general atmos- 
phere natural and entertaining, and 
suvporting characters carefully 
chosen and mcritorious. If the tempo 
all through had been on the level 
of the closing scenes. a better result 
would have been obtained. Clem, 


Um Freiheit und Liebe 


(‘For Freedom and Love’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Tobis production and release. Features 
Lucie Hoflich, Werner Hiinz, Viktoria 
Rallaske, Paul Hartmann, Directed by 
Fritz Peter Buch, Story, Alfred Muehr; 
camera, Bruno Mondi; music, Werner 
Bochmann, At Casino, &th St., N. Y., 
week Feb. 4, ‘S38. Running time 90 mins. 
Praw Wielgoreke..ccsccccsces Tucie Hoflich 
PRAT EG. 0 055.006 606060068 esoees Werner Hinz 
| i |) Peer eTerrerreerirr cy Claire Winter 
Anna Sasotzka........Vikioria v. Ballasko 
Oberst Karniloff...cecessces Paul Hartmann 
BOOGIE. 5 64 60.80068 eccccccess -Feter Elsholts 
GROROFRE THOT, 0 0066600600885. Hans Leibelt 
PEOUAIRG WHER. 6 060 6.0906606665 i Agnes Straub 
JOBBS. .ccccccoccccocccccces Marg Sasaringe 


(In German: No English Titles) 

Originally titled ‘Die Warschauer 
Zitadella’ before altered to the more 
streamlined and appealing label, 
connoting liberty and mush, film has 
but one failing point for America 
(exclusive of Teutons) in that it has 
no titles. Considerably less worthy 
pieces have had the advantage of 
Anglicized explanation, lacking here, 
and emphasizing the loss by contrast. 
Subject matter lends room for sub- 


tle stab at Russia but on whole it 
cannot be construed as Nazi propa- 


ganda although theme is unfavorable 
to the steppe _ state. However, 
despite quality, it will not run in the 
moneyed pack this side of the U. S. 
customs, being minus- draw names 
and a general appeal. 

Assets aplenty abound in carefully 
produced film. Cast, frequently ex- 
cellent, direction, camera, music and 
other production effects are all of 
taller grades. Plus a few of its men- 
tioned minuses it could fare better. 

Poland’s tussle for freedom of the 
Russe yoke motivates. Activity of 
the intellectuals and students be- 
comes highly dramatic, especially in 
beginning and end. Events sand- 
wiched between never once let down 
the directorial pace. Inter-struggles 
between the conservative and radical 
elements also bring in some better 
bits, i.e. the shooting down of a 
student from a tower where he un- 
furls the Polish banner, and the 
loosening of a car from the train 
taking prisoners to Siberia. 

Werner Hinz as the student ring- 





leader finds himself bound by his 
mother’s promise to the authorities 


that he will curtail his Iberty-or- 
death movements. Heart trouble 
forces him to a niterv flame of small 
repute for spite. End finds all set- 
tled, except the dream of Poland’s 
independence. 

There's a Dietrich ‘Blue Angel’ 
touch ina nitery sequence with sexy 





gam display that lightens. Songs 
and thematic score are standard. 
Lucie Hofflich, mother: Miss Bal- 


lasko, heart interest, and Paul Hart- 


mann, semi-soft Russe commandant, 
all fine. Hurl. 


—2 


End star, whose pictures would draw 
in the better houses thr. shout the 
country, as well as the cheaper ones 
through providing him with a script 
shorn of the old-fashioned slap-stick 
comedy. Story isn’t bad. An Amer- 
ican script writer could have blue 
penciled it into a really witty bit of 
pseudo dramatic progression, and 
turned out a higher grade eae 
Jolo, 


A Noszty Fiu Esete Toth 


Marival 


(‘Young Noszty and Mary Toth’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, Feb. 


9 


a. 

Eco release of Hunnia-Picture produce 
tion. Directed by Istvan Szekely. Adapted 
from Kalman Mikszath's novel, hy Zsolt 
Harsanyi; assistant producer, Endre Toth; 
music, Szaboles Fenyes; sound, Ferene 
Lohr’ cameraman, Istvan Ejihen. 
es eer ree Gabor Rajinay 
oo ee ee rr re Paul Javor 
Vilma, his daughter...........Krzsi Simor 
Betmeae  WOCMNs sé 60486408 Lajos hopeczi-Bocs 
is iy a ee oe Erika ‘Thellmann 
Mary, their daughter .kiva Szorenvi 
RO MOUIES 66. 4-54.5 oda sue esas Pivactar Riliest 
SDS 4 66.65% cnbistsens 646845 Attila Petheo 
PEMOC UN 6 45.59.6666 0 60.0660 Zoltan Maklary 
ROOM 'V CIRGVIOCR sods cccccsseeacd Julia Komar 


(In Hungarian) 
Another adaptation of a one-time 


great stage success (which was ale 
readv an adaptation of an earlier 
novel) which fails totally on the 


screen. This sort of story has been 
imitated to death since its first suc- 
cessful appearance, with the result 
that now even the original palls. 
Spectator is fed up with the pay 
and irresponsible young Hussar 
officer who contracts debts, sings 
with gypsies, flings champagne 
glasses into cafe mirrors, refuses to 
marry the heiress whose dowry 
might restore the family fortunes, 
but has the good luck of marrying 
her, nevertheless, having proved, by 
mistaking her for her own maid, 
that it isn’t her money, but herself 
that he’s after. 

German version, made simultane- 
ously, may have some appeal in 
Germany, where they fall for this 
type of Hungarian romance. But at 
home it rings false. Gypsy musie 
and grape harvest scenes, calculated 
to be the chief attraction, are as dif- 
ferent from the real thing as can 
be. _ It's all paper glamor and goes 
against good taste. Censors wanted 
to suppress the picture because it 
is apt to bring discredit upon the 
Hungarian army, but contented 
themselves with cuts for quota rea- 
sons, ‘Noszty’ being one cf the few 
pictures free to enter Germany. 

Strong cast can’t do much against 
the odds of the scenario. Javor spe- 
cializes in these madcap hucser offi- 
cer parts and does it well, but it’s a 
waste. Eva Szorenyi is prettv end 
attractive. Jacobi. 


Chi-E’ Piu Felice Di Me? 


(‘Who Is Happier Than 17’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Rome, Feb. 15. 
APPIA-SAFA production and relesee 
Stars Tito Schlipa and Caterina Peratto. 
Directed by Guido Brignone. Music ine 
cludes compositions by Tito S« hipa; enmera, 
Otello Martelll, Working title e ‘Canto 
all Vita’ (‘I Sing to Life’). 





Wi 





(In Italian) 

Idea of this film is to give Schipa 
fans a chance to hear him sing; pie 
has fulfilled its purpose. It does very 
little else in the way of entcrtain- 
ment. Story is a thinly camouflaged 
series of opportunities for Schipa to 
burst into song. Caterina Boratte 
sings, too, and pleasantly. 

Hero of story is a famous tenor 
who meets a girl who is not famous. 
An automobile accident leads up to 
their meeting, but that is just inci- 
dental. They have an affair, and 
then he goes off to Amer’ca on a con- 
cert tour. By the time the tenor re- 
turns—two years later—she has be- 
come a well-known singer, to. 

After hearing her sing and being 
duly impressed, he meets her again. 
It is only then that he Icarns that 
she has had a son by him. He is 
very much moved—at first by a fee!l- 


ing of remorse for what the girl 
must have suffered, then by sheer 
happiness at having a son. And that 
is where the title song comes in, and 


all ends for the best. Schipa admur- 
ers anywhere will like this p< 





Helin. 
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taken in the publisher's swank apart- 


‘ bed e 
(IRISH MADE) ment where the reporters are all (‘I Married for Love’) Taking lVeely Seriously | 

















rniernational Productions release of Hi busily engaged in giving the goats a (HUNGARIAN MADE) 

nernia Films production, Pi cncinech asia Be in the shower, tub and sink. (WITH SONGS) 

wrnten peusent. Y., week Feb. 18, | Also, the troubles of police sergeant | Danubia release of Pholus film, producad | (Continued from page 7) j.secely said committee is unable to 
a anil » time, 8 mins, i | Paul Hurst trying to build an Eiffel Sadae belbne Ka oad Ps a os a te mais sei discover any other line of business 
Dan O'Donovan. ..+++---+- TR fy Beene eee: oF matches ons bottle top Gero, | Salo Nagy. Directed bys ‘Istvan | bodies with a combined membership} where ‘all the risks of the manu- 
Sal 5 ete Kileen <a which just misses completion. Taek ely dae ria. Keroli Noti; music, /extending into the millions,’ the|facturer’ are passed on to the re- 
cam adigtaieanpe ater e es Herbert Martin, t's a dualler, but it'll be rapid fire | [mre Hajdu; camera, 1. Szirtes” at the | EX*E : . M: a ee : aaa ining » the re 
Prassie. ...c+cscrceeeeees de ee OrConnell | enough to satisfy most people. Top- Moters, N. Y.. week Feb. 4 38. itunning | bill's sponsor, Senator Matthew M. | taile1 and consumer, Discrimination 
Bins mera rian aey Donald O'Cahill) side and oke for some pairings. ee Neely, of West Virginia, asserted|by distribs between indie and af- 
| se epepapalmeigheie abies Br ig MeCarihy | Barn. (In Hungarian; No English Titles) |*h@t protests of religious, wellare | fillated exhibs was cited as another 
Jounnys=« ‘Sees san ee | ——--——— li the magyars savvy this, it’s | @nd educational societies against un-| reason why legislation is impera- 


: A eee > h. Nobody else can. exceotin: | desirable pictures justifies a com-|tive. But probably the most serious 
ommercial possibilities in m So enougn. dy els . exceptin ae : 
Scant commerci Ml poss 7 Erava oO Sette relle those who have a knowled+e of | lete prohibition against the dis-j| objection is the way playing time 








Z : = ‘ re- © +} TT . © ° } 
this yarn olf the Black-and-Tan re- | (‘We Were Seven Sisters’) Hungarian. There are no explana- | {ribution system on which the busi-| is tied up and indie producers are 
i bellion in the Emerald Iste at the (ITALIAN MADE) tory titles and ete urmably the dis- | ness is founded. Exhibitor is not a! ciscouraged from entering the field. 
‘lgse of the World War. As a nov-| Rome, Feb. 15. tributor isn’t angling for any out- ‘ree agent under the present meth-| Necly declared, commenting on 
CLOSE ‘ : Produced by Pomutu Film and Lepa| sid? biz, except from strictly Mag- | ‘ sis eet ‘ _ : 
»eion heavily populated 4 Hipp: P ‘ ; od and is ‘compelled to screen im-|itestimony that the ‘Big Eight’ ha 
elty, in a res : ’ p Film  Beatures Antonio Gandusio, Sergie | yar locales. Supposedly a comedy. ; 2 ; < : : , 
th Ir sh. ves, or for private show- fofano Nino tPs0O7 Paolo Barborn and ind judging ron tence moral features because he othe » lily increased its hold on the 
wi rish, , Lotte Mena Directed by Nunzio Malasom- | 4 OR Gees ka ae pity . to a > I t { 
ie t . : . er vise W > > ssum i of busines he st { ( 
x; under organization sponsorship. }| sy, & daptea by Aldo Pe Henedeiti from the film does tou h if a funn Wis would be forced t ( ; of busine in the last 8 or 10 
Pie lacking to call it to myn nevel; musi (i\io and Mancini; | Moment or two Uiiarl viedou inancial loss which he cannot af- 
- tic e § ack s “a ‘ F amie , ' ‘ . e F : we hd J 2 
Artistic meril 1s Kk , Feamera, Galles action and depends mos:ly on iis | ford to shoulder. Similarly, theatr. here appears to be no sound rea- 
general attention; its intens< ? a dialog for effeck.. Cast lsoks okay. managers are unable to book many nm for apprehending that the en- 
tionalistic aura 1S accomplished with | (In Italian) By the program, it is learned that sutstending pix due to shortage o: |} aciment of the bill will inflict ap- 
a heavier hand of sentimental yo | Theme of this comedy is amusing the story con ‘ern ne of WO busi- playing time and_ impossibility ol eciable monetary loss on the mo- 
brushing than was applied to othe. and orivinn “tee sneten and | Ness partners who married for love | ?2841"5 . ; . “tes | — 
. ; ‘ ; . whe he s} ) } . electing an individual numbe1 ym picture industry, report says 
details. actors fail to make the most of it.; when Ne showd huve married foi N iidliaininde etal re 1 sae ‘ae , ct 
Acting is generally bad. even am-| Story jis about seven little chorus} Money. The bride’s pappy is a rich oe yee ee ee et a. on ae testimony 
ateurish. Film is painfully slow in} girls who. finding themselves out of |}!ad and the second pariner make; |a single kind of pictures,’ report | azainst such a law. The measure 
the development and telling of its work and possessing nothing but the grievous error of asking the old |says. ‘On the contrary, every pro- | will effect no shrinkage in the play- 
story. Chief recommendation, and enormous appetites. dec'de to find a boy for financial help. Since pan: | ducer strives for as wide a program) ing time on the screens: there will 
just about the only one, “ ned a wealthy father. One after the other; didn’t approve of his daughter’, | diversification as possible. The | still be the same number of the- 
1 a 4 or - 2ACK- se arr — I . _ Bs - s ¢ ‘lage or Ts , 7 : ; ; 
liness of the a pos , : of Kil they arrive at the h use of a wealthy aa Pago mi ion et rea So Tor | tastes and preferences of the the- | atres operating the same number of 
: Sag ° ee - reienaiate © : my : cite subs Zing ils son-in-law Sx : : f ; 
ground is the rolling §& | old roue, claiming to be the offspring a S =: sone. » tha | atregoers of different sections of the |}davs a week and the same number 
larney. |of seven different ladies he made|rocks the cradle more violently. | hicks ; . . ities in} of h ; a day And tl slaying 
Story is that of a family wrongly | love to in his youth Then, to a divorce court. but some. | country, of different communities inj; of hours a day. And this playing 
; as Irish traitors in the Ne ; how the affair ends happily ir all. |a given area, and of different sec-| time will have to be occupied by 
branded as_ Irish a Only a clever script or bright Naot. re ae , 
Fenian uprising of 1866. Grandsons lirection could have made. seven Not a big cast and the scenes are | tions of a particular city greatly |the product of the existing produc- 
are still under the pall when the | cnetitions ot the same tyne of scene | UMpretentiou whether ndvor or|vary. Moreover, certain films mayjing and distributing organizations, 
fe ~ we 5 "4 i. C dy} : : whe sas ‘ . 7 7 t > ~ aw “rior s rn P ‘ ’ + . m 
Black-and-Tan trouble begins. Brian | 19 Over. But originality in handling exterior. | be harmless to adults but highly in it least until competition has sprung 
Malone (O'Sullivan) Is denied ad-| this scene : The great American sequence in | 


was sadly lacking, and 


|iurious to those of tender years./ uv under the conditions of free and 


mittance into the Republican army; the film is funny en revers>. ‘How 









































nothing was done to differentiate the Since motion pictures cannot be} open competition which will prevail 
ae ‘ Cahill) snubs|,;.). 3 do you »?’ asks . ex oe exes ; Pee 7 
J his brother (Donat cca pn lg | girls and give them enough _in- ol hae Bay il — . Si py p: '- | produced for a single type or class, rhe only change will be that ex- 
it apparently. atone = jolts ~ | dividuality. ale scene oO re oren é as ot . Senate | ae ial ‘ ‘ : 
Ros 1 cop force, breaking off a ro-| Girls install themselves in the | leader. and the latter replies, ‘Thank | the problem ese "i — seigaie will ge the opportunity 
Ve Ts + eaite 1 : : : : : samen ae ® ‘ selectivi rather man tha o make up for 1e poor pictures 
mance with his girl (Eileen Dav ‘Ss! house and seem to be at home when a ras much. . that of selectivity ; el pi see be # € a | P tu 
whose brother (Tom Cooper) is a |the son of the old gent arrives on the hat orch leader iS a personable |of Federal regulation of produc-| which they do not purchase Dy ob- 
brigade boss of the ould sodders. |scene. Son is a professor of en- looking chap with an attractive set | tion,’ taining good pictures not hitherto 
Brian can’t stand the British tae- | tomology and is as sour and un- of — He yodels the theme sone Monopeolistic Nature |available to them. To illustrate. if 
tics when the regulars arrive a | sophisticated as his father is gay and Sar etadies of times. Camera work is | Monopolistic nature of the sales| the bill is passed, an exhibitor who 
—" »certs > air . arinac . > 4 ‘ S ) | :  s : : b 
squash the rebels, and a ghion | debonair. Son decides to oust the Shan. | methods was said to injure both the | heretofore bought the full blocks of 
: A > : TOS r > PS i« mle + j , A f 7 “co » f: . } ° . ‘ | - 
Irish side. yee egg rate me ogi | es but ota end ry eon wood gee | public and independent exhibitors. | Paramount-Metro-Fox will be free 
a ° rac s , rt > a © a | ° ‘ 
accepted anc proves Ss Vv as ye in ove with one oO em, an she eal ~s ae to buy only half of the pictures in- 
wlde fight with the British. His| goes well for the others too. Az Ember Neha Teved a4 y oy he | 
ily’s honor is completely restored|~ This might have been amusing delity or throw her over. Qua: - |cluded in those blocks, and he will 
Ss : - sabia ‘ ‘ “ c . > ‘ e = r ° 5 .t wor ste tale. | . . . 
when “his apparently indifferent | film, but as handled is only mediocre (‘Mistakes Will Happen’) fangie ends with the expected tas Ste ot mana Wee, ae oe 
' - is killed d after death | Men, well-known comedians of the (HUNGARIAN MADE) ing place—Grey getting Moriay and | plocks of RKO, Warner Bros. and 
brother is killed an st | 4 Budapest, Feb. 10 Guitry taking Delubac , 
found out to be one of the most | legit stage, give good performances, Unit a + ym p “. ep. 1U. "D vit eg d di oo iiiiitiiead Universal. 
: aa } iy eRe ES : sas is release af Kalmain ZY pros | es g on, exc ent r in . . 
effective espionage operators the | but the girls’ acting is undistin- | quction. stevv, Laszlo Vadnav, Directed |. ee _ off te oar tc shy and Need for such a law is growing 
: have ‘uished; they can barely be told |iy teas Gaal Music, Denes Budas at) acting, emective PP ie eggs rest constantly report adds Due 
a omy te jobs rate men- | apa Heln the Roval Apel j cript of a kind in which Guitry | tantly, repo. adds. ue to 
, . ac y : sate »Nn- | apart + e tova A pelle, 1 Sepedea prest tunning | ° . ~. | re ‘ne 2} : 3 
only swe acy OrCahill is good, | at timve, St) mins mn'n's | oxcels, the whole moves exceedingly | rapidly increasing influence of films 
pe As an ay the cast on the Xana iles.. Anna Tokes | slow. Photographed conversation has |on the morals, habits, manner, and 
an fom Cooper 5 aot oe | \ndreas Pakiay Antal Paver |. : ‘te -« . Pee : co 
ote : ep a time limit on its animation in! eulture of the country. 
brigade commander. Cooper is al EGY LANY ELINDUL Zizus, ; Margit) Dayka t . of on is being said ae : : , 
most the works: he also wrote and | Nes .... yer Julius Gozon | SPite Of what 's being said. 1d | Industry claim that caliber of 
» c oe _ ° ‘ +s . , a n - . oa *o spice = , m - ; 
$n ; C: ra or indoors, fair | (‘A Girls Start’) Dr. Janos Hap a Julius Csortos Liberal use of the scissors would films has improved materially in 
7 oc samedi cas (HUNGARIAN MADE) Clerk........ -ss+ss....Marton Hatkay |help and more movement could have | the past couples of years is shrugged 
In the open. . Budapest. Feb. 11 Henk. : Zltian Maklary | easily been introduced had the | as s years 1S SS 
, mas WwW , -oduced with | udapest, reb. Pick pocket ne Gero Maly | CASH ¢ - gc ‘irrelevant’ orn 
Film was Ww holly — + deake SER cry ge chemaillprhal eB Muly | Strict bounds of the play been ex- off as ‘irrelevant.’ No matter how 

1 Irish talent, probably the first feat rt tinnnia Studies, Budapest. Directed by a ee pacar 08 _ . alte | fine the output, the public is en- 

¥ ‘+ ever turned out fcr ated (In Hungarian) ceeded. It has to bs: labelled a!" ) 

i ure of the sort ever turne EE eer egg ey oe Sees T! , 9 he | filmed play and it is hardly more. | titled to choose, committee said. 
: . . SCT. preowuecer stvar ‘atus S S ( te e ( > > . . > 
international distribution. : aie Eva Szorenyi |p ge PF re undou ag “' “! Lo | Grey, with the femme world at his | Skepticism of the reform was in- 

—_—_—_-_— - > es s) ne seasons oca roaucts, > ’ ‘ ae " atte ‘ . 
ete eee eee I but that i , 't saving a *h Pit d al. | feet, _ overplays his supposedly | dicated, report commenting ‘there is 
heres --Maria Meaey | 0 ; rosteclhengadh 1: pane . American part and some of his ac- assurance that re "ece : 

NO TIME TO MARRY ov. bom Julius Csortos | with the same old thing: the poor | ji, OO eae with Morlay are |" assurance that even present im- 
Mra, tomb Mariska \ “+ ‘Ty |little girl who marries the rich] wg! = k me to the French concen ; perfect standards will be main- 
F : cee : and le : Fea | Mr. Gara INalman Rozsah gyi P - a eae eel »-| no 0O l L( = ; - . wa ye . ee en aches : 
Peay ae ivice are Bator, tioned | Mrs. Ciara. ee. Lily Herky | Young man by ary oie th eS Of | tion of the Yanks. Guitry is Guitry, | ‘@!" d...Experience  teache that, 
ures t inrad rlen, Meg . e “ie « » < ‘ . : > 3 > b - ae ¢ » ce — " area « ne - 
ne Directed by Harry Lachman. | Butler reese cake ots ne? Ge o Maly accident: that can't happen this side] Wich jis good. Delubac a bit too] @S 4 rule, such reforms are sporadic, 
Story, Paul Gallico; screenplay, Paul Jar-| Dr. Bige...........- --..Jdulius Gozon a fairy tale. ia , pj clever for a gal journalist, while |induced by outbursts of public in- 
rico amera, Allen G. Siegler; editor, Gtio = : 1OZON 18 a stony- yoke setlier o Morl , alrac ¢ ° > 1 fic | ' t lignat P | ara f st ‘ i 
, . ; . a : ) ay takes in some difficult sp» dignation, and are of short dura- 
Meyer At Kiva, Lincoln, dual. Running | (In Hungarian) wireless sets. The manufacturer, with precision Meutine Carton, a: | tion’ 
~ a alana Richard Arlen | Adapted from Zilahy’s stage play,/ who lets him have them on credit, dumb hotel maid, catches some good ‘ : 
eae sesessessesss* "Mary Aso, | Young Lady,’ that had a long run| wants to foreclose, so his daughter fecsiian , Hugo. 
Vogel. . ccccccce cee csceeeershionel sStantier| here two years ago, ‘Girl's Start’ has,| (Anna Tokes) goes to beg the manu- | ‘°°? _ _ RKO Wins in Ohio 
Eleanor.... veeeeeeees ess Virgima Dale} at least, wholesome comedy — facturer’s lawyer (Csortos) for a Columbus, O., Feb. 22. 
Mra. Petionsall -.+.+Marjovie Cates" | and characters that are not entirely respite. Lawyer, old, fat and nasty ‘ A three-i , ; : 
: oY 2 ge ’ s . : ’ SUY, ; iree-judge federal court here 
Pettensall.... ; ‘eyerye ye oy Thurston Hell ‘liehec S . . s Janka entee!l r é . a © . — Sara Lar Si Folkvett 
Ss he gsaegi ganda deadbeat thes Guadl clic hes. 2 ee k 2, B ae" falls in love with her, proposes, g has held unconstitutional a state 
Hem. 2... Praag -cn ees wise sseday Adler | young lady who works her fingers tO] pressing his suit with a diamond (‘Sara Learns Manners’) law prohibiting tic icture dis 
eee Be ree : : tm, Tice to keep herself |}... oe waa aa aes : ra hear d aw prohibiting motion picture dis- 
Abernathy ...........eeeeee+-Matt MeHugh| the bone in an office te p brooch, which is then stolen from (SWEDISH MADE) trib -— Pee * 
RMI 0 ook vk se cee aoe Paul Hurst and her shiftless family going. All her by Maly. Latter passes it to (WITH SONGS) j tri utors rom entering contracts 
MICO, Pola ca xs ankiaceess George Humbert) -he knows about the life of the idle Zizus, a street girl (Margit Dayka), .| requiring that films must be shown 


: : Scandinavian Talking Pictures release of : 
Paul Gallico’s original story, ‘Night | ich, is what she hears from Dido, @| who loses it in the palatial residence| A>. Svensk —Filmindustri production. |in theatres on specified dates. 
oon eee Sree ty hetter | 200d-natured cocotte who lives next!]of an unknown youth (Pager), who| Features Tutta Rolf. Directed by Gustat The decision was returned in the 
Before Christmas,’ was much better { - and befriends Janka. When the]; A : hing Molinder. Scenarie, Gosta Stevens: music, ‘ ‘ 
reading than it comes out on the} G00F and delriends a8 is drunk and remembers nothing] jaye syivain. At Sth Ave. Playhouse. | Suit of the RKO Distributing Corp. 
g ‘ 


screen A lot of its bad showing is poor girl needs but can't afford a about her next day when he finds N. Y., Feb 1D, "SS. Running time, S? mins against former Attorney John W 
. : : tad > . . 








: iday » takes her for a car tri » broac , ; brooc >| Sara. ap Pg he oeeee- TUtta Roll : 

in comparison to a great many other cae eee & seamen Pee neat thei te tes Tg seageendh- siege led) ~~” Caine Hinma Meissner | Bricker and former Franklin County 

nutty newspaper stories which | 2G Slants a nae os oaure eee | erat. SSRINE NUM 10 HAG WhO OWN | Monika. .....++++serssreseeseees Aino Taube | Prosecutor Donald Hoskins. The 
< haven't been yood and the similarity country home of Briggy’s, her boy er; lawyer recognizes it. suspects et ee iiteeenesst4 a. Cr ‘ ’ met ‘ = 
h follo = + aa a | ‘di . thoucht friend's aristocratic parents, IM-| Anna of carrying on with Prager, | Teddy................. Hakan) Westergren court | granted an injunction” re- 

st aye il i as tendiion in poverished but proud. They take breaks off engagement; finally Anna — jue os pee Julian —_ on | straining enforcemen?f of the law 

this wih a Ho May having “the Janka in, thinking she’s a great lady. is cleared, but in the meantime she ‘er. te heh oe wi Hye eel ci hpi laimed at ‘block booking.’ 

basic written qualities which might | She wraps them round her little| has fallen in love with Pager, and} Mrs. Berg esses Olga Anderson The decision is a setback for ex- 

have made it another ‘Awful Truth’ | finger. places her w hole family in the puzzle works out all right. anny P or Dudrum HKentzen 


. hibitors who have been waging a 
for the studio. but it lacks care in| Various jobs on the estate which has Complicated story is fairly well - 
directorial grooming which would | been going to the dogs and which her] presented. Not up to the interna- 


make its sillinesses not appear so relatives. disguised as overseer,| tional mark, it’s not because money 





(In Swedish; with English Titles) Pred fight to throw off the restric- 
Infectious coi iedy that will tickle |"0"S Imposed by producers as to 


é sekeeper, ete ‘oceed to save ac spared. Trouble that | Swedish audiences and please a lim- | the time for showing certain pic- 
far-fetche ‘ ; pre-| housekeeper, etc., proceet ‘thas been spared. roub is that] > : Bas é : 
yo chee “a a. e "and finally marries the young scamPp,| everything is put on too thick, How- | ited American public, but not for the | tures, Robert Menches, president of a 
apes . =P .| Briggy. and makes a hard-working | eve, ». is goo | general trade. Nor is it a prospect! the Akron Independent Theatre a 
Yarn by Gallico concerned the) So. ever, b.o. is good. : ; ae : a ; pane 4 
marriage of an ace reporter and a| ™man of him. . npigatainnsomnti for remake, since it's an obvious | Owners’ association, said. : 
journalistic sobbie, both having had | Well cast and brightly oo QUADRILLE 'story depending on deft treatment | piper ees b| & 
d : q ° fond e 1 ¢ ° ° ~ 4? -. Pere « avi ; 2 
trouble getting together at the altar | Girl's Start’ is good fun. Eva and playing. , ;' ip 
raion " ; fa. Tf rery interesting, Is "RENCH MADE Pic does have two possibilities for Ph 
at the same time due to pressing Szorenyi, if not very intere g. |} (FRENCH MADE) Fi 
assignments Just as it spuaas the certainly agreeable. Maria Mezey is Paris. Feb. 15. | Hollywood attention, however. More STORY BUYS mf 
Marriage a really to come off at last,| an admirable vamp and Pager al-| 1.2 iitms Madernes retense of an Emile | likely is Tutta Rolf. featured as the Hollywood. Feb. 22 Hee 
the gal gets a yarn on a missing girl ways delightful in irresponsible} Natan production Siars Sacha Ciuitry., | crude but ingratiating little servant Fred Myton sold his varn, ‘Para- . § 


who is right under the male ace’s | Young seapegrace parts. Two couples | Gaby Morlay.  Beatures Jacqueline Dell- | cir) with the slangy vocabulary. Be- 
K 24 -s 





‘ ane sue vines bac, Georges Gre Directed by sacha}? - aioe sg ees aineia dise Valley,’ to Stan Laurel Preduc- ne 

schnoz all the time. Sobbie is thus | of parents are great assets. Jaco. uit Ndapted by Sacha Guitry from | sides being a persuasive actress. she’s | gions. i 
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NA2 TWS PD 4 MIN HKY HOLLYWOOD CALIF FEB 16 1245P 
PARAMOUNT PICTURES INC PARAMOUNT BLDG NEWYORK NY 


DAILY VARIETY: "ROMANCE IN DARK SMART COMBINATION OF MUSIC AND 
SOPHISTICATED’ COMEDY, PRODUCED WITH TASTE AND LUXURIANT QUALITY, 
MAKES "ROMANCE IN THE DARK" SUREFIRE FOR THE DELUXERS, !T ALSO 
HAS SUFFICIENT COMMON APPEAL IN ITS ROMANTIC IMPLICATIONS AND 
DIVERSITY OF LAUGH ELEMENTS TO CARRY FAR DOWN THE LINE AS HEAVY 
PAY ENTERTAINMENT. RATES AS THE BEST OF THE GLADYS SWARTHOUT 
OFFERINGS BOTH IN THE MUSICAL AND ROMANTIC PHASES AND WILL SERVE 
TO SWING THIS EXCELLENT DIVAS STOCK ON THE UPWARD CURVE. 


HOLLYWOOD REPORTER: “ROMANCE IN THE DARK" FINE CLASS COMEDY WITH 
MUSIC. SWARTHOUT=BOLES-BARRYMORE TOPS. THIS CONTINENTAL HIGH 
COMEDY WITH SONGS IS A HAPPY SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF FITTING 
AN OPERATIC DIVA WITH A FILM VEHICLE THAT WILL PLEASE GENERALLY, 
iT 1S A LIVELY AFFAIR TO BE ENJOYED FOR ITS FREQUENT OUTBURSTS 


OF GOOD COMEDY WELL SUNG AND ITS CLUSTER OF AMUSING 
CHARACTERI ZATIONS, 





ee 
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FILM DAILY:- "ROMANCE IN THE DARK" TUNEFUL 
COMEDY - HANDSOMELY PRODUCED AND 
WELL-CAST. SHOULD BE PLEASING SCR 
FARE FOR AUDIENCE IN GENERAL, 


MEMO = GENERAL PRESS REACTION 
SPLENDID. REGARDS 


TERRY DELAPP.. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


City Music Hall Symphony, 
peeaiiapee, director; Mischa Violin, 
Jules Silver, associate conductors; 


J Whitney, Valentinoff, Ivan 
+ Hollace Shaw, Bob Du- 
pont, Dorothy James, Glee Club, 


Ruth Daye, Rockettes, Tommy Kelly, 


Ann Gillis. 


With Selznick’s ‘Adventures of | 
Tom Sawyer’ (in color) on the | 
screen, and Tommy Kelly and Ann 


Gillis, the _ juvenile leads, mak- 
i rsonals 
Clty’ Music Hall show this week fur- 
ther insures itself for b.o. with a 
strong stage show. Judging by the 
opening stanza’s pace, the combina- 
tion is in for some extra heavy help- 
ings, two weeks anyway. 

Russell Markert’s ‘Cosmopolitan’ 
production is a &ay, colorful and 
handsomely contrasting show that 


goes well with the juvenile theme | 


on screen. ‘Mariska,’ the opener, 1s 
a terpsichorean story-in-dance of a 
gypsy girl, with. Nina Whitney scin- 
tillating in her interpretation of the 
balletriangle, _ wherein 
terps a wicked toe as her lover, 


takes a fancy to the tzigane. Hollace 
Shaw is the prima, and the ballet 


corps constitutes the gypsies in the | 


square, which is the background for 
the carnival scene. Florence Rogge 


has done a particularly expert job | 


with her terp tutoring. 
Bob Dupont whams ’em next with 


his amazing Indian club juggling and | 


dexterity with the three balls. Du- 
pont is so very much a la Stan Ka- 
vanaugh, or the reverse, that anybody 


migrating from the Hall to the Casa | 


Manana, or vice versa, will see vir- 
tually the same routines. Dupont, 
hdwever, has developed quite a bit 
since last caught, including a_se- 
quence with three tambourines 
which makes for a highly effective 
flash. 
the medal; both are bald-headed jug- 
glers and both are dressed and per- 


form similarly. The copy act doesn’t | 
seem to matter to talent buyers be- | 


cause both Kavanaugh and Dupont 
have worked coincidentally, or 
within a week or two of each other 
in New York and elsewhere. One 
thing is certain—they’re both socko 
acts, and invariably click big: 

After Dupont’s specialty in one, 
comes ‘Rhythmatics,’ the finale por- 
tion of the presentation. 


in not particularly 
style backed by the Glee Club (Vin 
Lindhe, director). Ruth Daye’s spe- 
cialty supported by th~ Rockettes for 
their usual sock finish. The amaz- 
ing Rockettes this time do their stuff 
to ‘Harlem Bolero,’ with some cute 
little wiggles in the terp routine fur- 
ther pointed up oy clever costuming. 
For the sign-off, the Rockettes bring 
on Tommy Kelly (Tom Sawyer) and 


Ann Gillis (Becky Thatcher), who 
personate these immortal Mark 
Twain roles in the current film | 


feature. 


Richard Leibert, with ‘Siboney,” on | 


the organ, and a vot-pouri of ccncert 
favorites by the Erno Rapee-b2toned 
orchestra round it out. Abel. 





STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 
Keene Twins and Vic and LaMarr, 
Rosamond, Lee Dixon, Tim and 
Irene, Borrah Minevitch’s Harmonia 
Rascals; ‘Radio City Revels’ (RKO). 
Show looks good on paper. but it 
just isn’t there. Fourth of the WB 
deluxer's series of five 10th anni- 
versary presentations is by far the 
poorest and doesn't come close to 
living up to sock predecessors. 
Weaknesses are chiefly in the 
headline acts, Tim and Irene par- 
ticularly. Working next-to-closing, 
they come up with a turn that’s full 
of nostalgia and bad vaude gags. 
Radio comics should have at least 
equipnved themselves with something 
new for their foray into the cinema 
Palaces, for present act in both con- 
tent and execution resembles noth- 
Ing more than a grim reminder of 
the two-a-dav of a generation ago. 
In his handling of the m.c. duties, 
Lee Dixon, last around here as a 
niterv performer before being picked 
up by Warner’s for the screen, 
seems never too sure of himself. But 
self-consciousness slins from him 
when he swings into his dance. He’s 
a crack hoofer, works his head off 
and smartly comes un with three 
numbers. For a finish he brings on 
exotic-looking Gloria Franklin for 
some double stuff that gets him off 
flashilv. Incidentally—and that’s a 
word Dixon squeezes dry in his an- 
nouncements—a plain business suit 
or even sports clothes would become 


him better than tails in this type of 
lavout. 


Ononing are Keene Twins, als. 
and Vie and LaMarr, boys. in a fast. 
but familiar, acrobatic dance ses- 
sion, Start off conventionally and 


then eo into high sear with their 
back-bending stuff. Just 
about average, but thev nrovide a 
Slick getaway and serve their nur- 
pose. Thev're followed by Rosa- 
mond. who, as a child proditv 
around here used to call herself 
Rose Marie and get herself confised 
all of the time with Babv Rose 
Marie. Younaster's an aeeomnlished 
accordionist. rattling off the elassies 
al NF with the nons. but chord stick 
» how inctrumontal snerialty, 
Althouch maraveeine the closer as 
oreah Mineviteh’s 


try 


over his 





with the picture, Radio | 





Valentinoff | 
and | 
Ivan Triesault as the nobleman who | 





Both use the same bit with| 


Dorothy | 
James vocalizes ‘Johnny One Note’ | 
distinguished | 








| with ‘Still of the Night.’ 
|a rousing ‘Tiger Rag.’ 


| double-talk. 


it’s also misleading because Mine- 
vitca isn’t on hand, remaining in 
Hollywood for films while his gang 
tours. An unbilled fellow takes 
duties, but he’s no Mine- 
vitch, and there’s no doubt that the 
act misses its able maestro. Under 
Minevitch’s direction, it’s half- 
clowning and half-mouth organ fire- 
works. Now there's too little of the 
latter, too much of the former. Ras- 
cals, especially the half-pint, hoke it 
all over the place and go to town on 
only one number, ‘Limehouse Blues.’ 
Dave Broudy’s house crew work- 
ing from the stage: as a result there’s 
no overture. Takes outfit too long 
to switch from pit to platform. 
Cohen, 


Trans-Lux Newsreel, N.Y. 


Winter scenes, floods in California 
and dust storms in Colorado, as 
projected Thursday (17) night here, 
shows a mighty thin assortment of 
headlines. This may reflect lack of 
initiative by newsreelers, trimming 
of production budgets, or even heavy 
pruning at this house in order to get 
in four shorts. Present bill looks 
like a short feature show, with news 
weckly clips tossed in, 

Pat on back due for program 
framers, though, for eliminating most 
of patent publicity subjects, which 
have been creeping more and more 
into newsreels. Three on this show, 
but only one, Pathe’s showing a new 


beach game from South America, 
being played at Miami, reeks of 
bally. Universal has a legless swim- 
mer in training for a Havana-to- 


Miami race with the Miami. back- 
ground, but excusable because it’s a 
freakish item. Same is true of 
Movietone’s boxing exhibitions by 
youngsters, with outright plug for a 
Miami hotel, but deft cameraing and 
human interest climax cover public- 
izing blot. 

Fox Movietone has leadoff spot 
and predominant footage with ex- 
cellent photographs on Russian scien- 
tific expedition to North Pole. Obvi- 
ously taken before the party drifted 


southwards on ice floe, subject is 
well put together with marked ac- 
tion. Blizzard which hits the camp 


is a darb. 


Clips of California high water by 
Pathe are remarkably tame. Pueblo, 
Colo., dust storm is gripping enough, 
though commentator’s reference to 
‘Kansas desert’ probably will make 
listeners wonder. RKO-Pathe has 
Dixie Davis’ arrest, Roosevelt paying 
tribute to Lincoln and Edison tower 
being named. All spiritless. Uni- 
versal’s handling of radio facsimile 
tests is cut to almost a flash. Same 
reel’s $500.000 blaze at Lynn, Mass., 
also is brief. 


Paramount displays ingenuity in 
Stork Derby (Canada) story. Par 


| uses Gabriel Heatter to describe how 


Il Duce’s troops copied the German 
military goose-step, tabbed ‘Roman 


step.’ Smart editing and commenta- 
tion, Same newsreel carries out 


winter motif in showing Swiss and 
French troops in Alpine maneuvers. 

Universal's colorful handling of 
Madison Square Garden dog show, 
especially closeups, is good enough to 
be longer. U also makes something 
of new British army’s twin-bomber 
of secret design. Lew Lehr gets some 
chuckles from his comments and 
sound effects on penguins, 

Pathe’s shots of daring bobsled 
teams working out on Olympic course 
is a thriller, and well photographed. 
Movietone has American bobsled 
scenes and A.A.U. skating. Pathe 
clip on crusade against illegal duck 
traps is among dullest items. Three 
minutes used for United Press ticker 
news. Wear. 


PALACE, COLUMBUS 


Columbus, O., Feb. 20. 

Chester Hale Gives, Fred Sanborn, 
Loretta Lee, Mischa Auer; ‘I'll Take 
Romance’ (Col). 

Mischa Auer never got his audi- 
ence warmed up on his opening day 
here. Maybe his polite Hollywood- 
party humor is too subtle for Co- 
lumbus, where they seem to like 
lusty comedy. Only when he jumps 
on piano is there any whole- 
hearted response. Looks bad for 
word of mouth and current show 
needs plenty. 

Line of 24 Chester Hale girls open 
and close show, scoring heavily with 
a fan routine midway. Fred San- 
born in second spot sells his xylo- 


| phone antics. 


Loretta Lee radio singer, opens 
with ‘Nice Work.’ then goes blue 
Closes with 


with 


anordntac 
AM CCaAGLS. 


Auer works 
couple of ; 
Plays piano and follows with French 
and Italian impersonations — in 
Then Italian opera 


solo, opening 
Hollywood 


burlesque. 
Got off to handicap at show caught 
when he got time schedule mixed 


}and anveared 20 minutes late. Loretta 


Lee tilled breach with unrehearsed 
song with girls also being on. 


might have won better reception had 


he vouchsafed explanation of. his 
tardiness. 

Last-minute cancelation of one 
act leaves bill somewhat on stingy 
side. Hale girls might have been 


used to advantage to fill the gap. 


Downstairs about two-thirds filled | 
: . Orivinal Hor- lat early 
‘oniea Rascals is authentic enough, | opening day. 


evening show on = rainy 


Otis. 
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WINTERGARTEN 


Berlin, Feb. +0. 
Three Richys, Monty Trio, Frank 
Pichel, Else Wallenda, Roth & Shay, 
Ben Bennett, Polly Pfeiffer, Paul 
Remos and Boys, Karl Peukert, 3 
Dorvils, Fin Olsen, Maria Valente, 
3 Barings, 


With Jack Hylton as the high- 
powered wicket-spinner at the other 
competish house, this vaude em- 
porium makes no pretense this month 
of having dug far into its jeans for 
present bill, which is a big jump 
over those of the last two months. 

The 3 Richys give things a peppy 
kickoff with talent, tempo and hoke 
on the horizontal bar. Femme is 
plenty good. Comedy relief is tops. 
They should have been spotted in the 
deuce instead of the Monty Trio 
which has nothing new to offer and 
that none too well done. Chap on a 
high unicycle balances on his should- 
ers a girl, who does some hoop jug- 
gling, but with knees bent at such 
terrific angle as not to give any illu- 
sions about the perch being pop with 
her. 

Frank Pichel in the next niche is 
best on ground tumbling. His costume 
changing is too dated to be good for 
any real laughs. His boxing bout 
with ‘me and myseif’ is surprisingly 
socko. Else Wallenda follows with 
her five trained seals, which go 
through usual business of tossing 
balls to one another and balancing 
lamps and other gadgets on the 
cranium. Their mutual applause 
draws same from the aude. Roth 
and Shay, the American male duo, 
with their hoke acros, are guffaw 
jerkers. 

Ben Bennett, togged out as a bum 
on a bender, fills in long minutes 
with exploding boxes, collapsing 
chairs and getting himself socked by 
a hand in boxing glove that keens 
popping out from behind a curtain. 
At least, it’s a reminder that there 
are still such acts around. Polly 
Pfeiffer. a bold-faced kid, does two 
chirps that show nothing of promise. 


The first bracket closes with the 
American act, Paul Remos and his 
Boys. The midgets have a childish- 
ness that appeals plenty. Their big 
hit is the stunt where the man bal- 
ances On his shoulder a long pole 
surmounted by a xylophone. The two 
Remos scramble up, one plays a solo 
while the other, hanging on by one 
foot. strikes a horizontal posish and 
twirls a lasso. It gets the house and 
they beg off twice, finally giving the 
folks some acrobatic tap. 

Karl Peukert makes a good ap- 
pearance and doles out 10 minutes 
of midriff digging chatter which goes 
over big. The 3 Dorvils, followine 
with contortions and acros, are we'll 


built femmes, nicelv dressed and 
work with tempo. Fin Olsen is on 
for one tern. a hot tap with all the 


stuff to put it over plus swell Ameri- 
can jazz. 

In the next to closing niche is 
Maria Valente. Her opener is ‘Car- 
men’ played on the xylophone, where 
she is clown, mimic, musician, all in 
one. Dressed in neat gray pants and 
wearing a huge cowboy hat. she does 
a terp potpourri of soft shoe, ballet 
and nutty fooldrums that is good 
stuff. It’s a long act but when caucht 
the aude couldn’t get enouch. The 
3 Barings, two of them under the 
skin of a zebra, go through the vro- 
verbial routine, the uncovered of the 
triumvirate registering null. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 
Lathrop Bros. and Virginia Lee, 
Paul Kirkland, Sybil Bowan, Billy 





Gilbert, Don, Diaz and _ Dolores, 
Pinky Tomlin; ‘Blondes at Work’ 
(WB). 


With Benny Goodman 
six-a-day at the Earle next week, 
house management is apparently 
banking its pennies this sesh. Nut on 
present aggregation has been deeply 
shaved. 

Entire presentation 
slow and limpid, especially after 
sock shows of recent weeks. Lack 
of powerful marquee names being 
reflected in b.o. Mazda hvypos are 
Pinky Tomlin and Billy Gilbert. 


skedded for 


seems kinda 


House reaction to Tomlin is 
extremely mixed. Collegiate trade 
keeps pushing for encores. Mean- 


time—Tomlin is spotted in final spot 
—a large part of the aude walks out, 
considerably marring the Oklahoma 
tunester’s contribution since most of 
aude here know little of him and are 
only as familiar with his tunes as 
the radio has permitted 
presenting a Tomlin feature picture 


next week, which might have pro- 
vided a good buildup for the p.a 
had it been possible to sked it last 
week. 

Tomlin has little in the way of 
pipes, but plenty of what it takes to 
}sell a number. He's particularly 
; strong, of course, on his own prod- 
uct and draw alvo with ‘Love 
Bug,’ ‘Object of My Affection’ and | 
‘What's the Reason.’ An original 
hillbilly piece, ‘Taiched in the Haid’ 
| might better be dropped, or some- | 
thing along the une line, but 
stronger. subbed. | 

Gilbert does sketch as proprietor | 


if a hashery with aid of a gal he 
later introes as hi bride sit 1 
incient. but mildly humorous. Does | 
a couple of sneezes before leaving. | 
Gets fair palm music 

Sybil Bowan pretty tedious 


| slightly, but good. 











Earle is | 


Ache ft vet 


| hey 


th: singing of the pictures then 
in ' Janet Carroll. 





costume 
Impressions fall 


monologing and onstage 
changes. Most of 


short but one of Mrs. F. D. R., at a | 


girl scout rally, pulls the turn out of 
the fire somewhat, 

Adagio team of Don, Diaz and 
Dolores are smooth and_ flashy 
Lathrop Bros. and Virginia Lee, two 
boys and a gal working in formal 
toggery, do nice tap and acro rou- 
tines. Paul Kirkland’s ladder bal- 
ancing is followed by slick comedy, 
balancing femme on two chairs and 


then juggling funnel-shaped news- 
paper on his nose. Could be speeded 
Herb. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Rooneys and the Timbergs, Audrey 
Parker, Edna Hall, Fox & Lui, Paul 
Ash pit orch; ‘Baroness and the 
Butler’ (20th). 

Pat Rooney and Herman Timberg, 
with their expert offspring, are the 
principal talent course and_ the 
greater part of showmanship value 
of this week’s stageshow. Without 
the rest of the bill, quartet is the 
best flesh here in months. 

Audrey Parker, affecting aslightly 
off-balance Dixie Belle, parries with 


the elder Timberg. The Timbergs 
and the Rooneys, exchange theit 
family specialties. It’s good, clean 


fun and tops all the way. It’s a treat 
to see again the Pat Rooney soft shoe 
and waltz clog. 

Production, as a whole slides in the 
usual Roxy scheme of shadowy blues, 
grays and whites. Line numbers are 
familiar. One is a formal waltz; 
another sees the girls doing military 
turns on bikes. 

There’s a bit of adagio lifting re 
quired in the waltz number and 
when caught, was not so well per- 
formed. Dismounting in the bicycle 
number might have been more apt. 

Edna Hall has a chance to sing and 


Fox and Lui do a bit of Bavarian 
pants slapping. Neither has the 
Shan, 


benefit of good spotting. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Stepin Fetchit, Radio Ramblers, 
Marcy Bros. and Beatrice, Nichols & 
Roberts, California Revels, Teddy 
King orchestra; ‘Lone Ranger’ (Rep) 
and ‘Double Danger’ (RKQ). 

Using vaudeville in front of the 
Teddy King orchestra, on stage, this 
house is now in the eighth week of 
its week-end in-person — revival. 
House on the first evening show Fri- 
day (18) was half full. One thing in 
favor of the policy, which may build 
it into a good paying proposition, 
even if the quality of the shows don’t 
improve, is that it’s the only place 
in downtown Brooklyn where stage 


diversion can be found. 
House, double-billing for several 
years, is throwing in the vaude 


show with a duuler and serial. House 
reverts to two features rest of week. 


The past week-end’s double is 
typical of the film fare shunted 
into this house, a link in _ the 
Brooklyn pool operated by Si Fa- 


other houses being the Para- 
mount and Fox. Latter formerly 
had stage shows as a regular diet, 
supplemented by an amateur night 
weekly, which continues. Under the 
pooling, the Par gets first choice on 
yroduct, the Fox second and this 
house the leavings. Meaning the film 
fare usually is far from being of 
roadshow caliber. 

Five-act bill and King orchestra is 
far from big time, but is fair enough. 

Stepin Fetchit headlines, and 
yroves little more than a novelty. 
Nothing the Negro screen player 
says can be understood. He simu- 
lates a little too much laziness, per- 
haps. Next in importance are the 
Radio Ramblers, male trio, who in- 
dulge in a type of parlor entertain- 
ment that fails to elicit much ap- 
preciation. Routine includes impres- 
sions of film stars. Act becomes a 
little tiresome. 

Other turns are Nichols and Rob- 
erts (New Acts), clever shag dan- 
cers: California Revels (New 
fair dance act, comprising four girl: 
ond aman; and the Marcy Bros. and 


bian, 


Beatrice, trio, medium dance offer- 
ing. Kine orchestra breaks the rou- 
tine with a hot arrangement 


‘Tiger Rag,’ well played. 


KEITH MEMORIAL 


Boston, Feb. 20 

Al Bernie, Vie Hyde, Georges 
Campo, Rosemar Dering, Janet Car- 
roll; ‘Snow White’ (RKO). 

Held over with ‘Snow White 
(RKO), stage how i playing to 
packed houses in its second 
Outstander is Al Bernie, mimic, bc 
after engagement of only i few 


wrantl- etry CVMeling aaanin carsthy three 
ao aS, WriCantiigg iyctari tis te 


aT’. 


veel 
We I 


same routine, Bernie gets } 
sponse from his Charlie 
Charles Laughton and 
onations., 
Vic Hyde, one m 
leuce spot capably. Three 
vets on one mouthpiece is a 
sh. George ! 
amuses with his droll, dumb doin 


Pari 


imner 
7 ? 
an wana 


an ive © 
‘ro pratt falls worl 
into a dance 

‘mary Dering, dancer, 
ired in two line production 
one a swell military toe rou 
and in the finale ‘Snow W 


dwarfs’ hut, backgrounding 


tinea 
pecial 
f 


i Ir 


| Paramount’s ‘Wells Fargo,’ the above 
| divides himself into three parts and 


| more varied than actually. 


| present day idiom. 
| personality 
/ footlights better than over the radio 


Acts), | 


of 


VARIETY 








STATE, N. Y. 


Andy Sanella 
Sisters, Berry Bros., 
pitmen; ‘Wells Fargo’ 


Henny Youngman, 
Urch,. DeLong 
Ruby Zwerling 
(Par.). 


_As an hour's worth of stage divere 
tissement, between unspoolings of 


‘ineup of talent adds up to okay en- 
ertainment. Henry Youngman 
sandwiched between acts makes the 
show seem a little longer and a little 


Youngmen’s stuff is very agree- 
able with the audience. He plunges 
in cold and starts telling gags, keep- 
ing them up throughout. His quips 
come fast, two lines per laugh. Line 
one, the comment; line two, the 
punch, No waste. No long-winded- 
ness. In that respect. very much in 
His gagging and 
seem to come over the 
although at the State he’s given the 
buildup as a radio comedian. 


Gradual improvement of this quip- 
ster implies that the bookers have 
at least one more naame to consider. 
Whzt Youngman does is standard 
vaudeville. He’s even fussing 
around with a fake fiddle, with 
asides and remarks to Ruby Zwerl- 
ing in the trench. His best asset is 
a relaxed geniality. Doesn't take 
himself or his gazts too seriously and 
yet doesn’t throw ‘’em away. He 
works semi-lackadaisically yet never 
lazily, flip but not fresh. In brief, 
he’s doing a nice job. 

Another radioite 
bill is Andy Sanella (New Acts), 
backed by a dozen musicians and 
| flanked by a girl singer, Dixie Dean. 


on the current 


|Was nicely received, closing the 
show. 
VarieTy’s New Acts department, 


incidentally, showed prophetic pow- 
ers in 1930 when it guessed that the 
Berry Bros. would ‘with more play=- 
ing get a better perspective on 
vaudeville routining.’ These three 
Negro lads are hard workers. What 
| they do shows imaginative flair for 
| the unusual. Stuff with the canes 
|emphasizes this as well as the are 
|rangement of exits and entrances, 
;ete. Only flaw is the wholly un- 
necessary speech by the younger lad, 
| Which is made while he’s completely 
out of wind, and is thus doubly su- 
perfluous. They dress nattily in 
hammerclaws. 
a Youngman announced in introduc- 
| ing the two DeLong Sisters that they 
|were newly back from England. 
| Still, as before, a snappy team of 
femme acrobats. Land, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 20. 

Sisson & Neal, Johnny Morrison, 
_Joe Morris & Co., Monroe & Grant, 
Judith Allen, Verne Buck, State- 
Lake Sweethearts; ‘Beg, Borrow or 
Stear’ (MG). 


| This shapes up as good audience 
fodder. Joe Morris’s comedy and 
Judith Allen’s dramatics and wars 


bling get over big. 


Miss Allen tops the billing and 
rates it. She has an ear and eye ap- 
|; peal that is a sure audience bet, 


|}opening with a dramatic bit that 
wallops. Then a couple of pop tunes, 
Finishes to plenty of palm-smacking 
and could stay on longer. 


Opening is the neat harp and 
whistling act of Sisson and Neal, 
femmes. Make a pretty picture, 


especially when backed by the house 
line. Johnny Morrison, in the 
deuce, comes right out, throws his 
hat on the floor and goes to work. A 
better entrance would help. Tosses 
off some dancing and impersonations, 
|Good act that could be better on 
smarter handling. 


Morris, in the three spot, is a howl 
but more solid. In the stage show 
nart are Monroe and Grant, and Miss 
| Allen. Monroe and Grant are 
standard trampoline act, having load 
of entertainment. 

Business all right at the last show 
Friday (18). Gold. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Clyde McCoy Orch, Mitzi Green, 
Nicholas Bros., Three Bennett Sis- 





ters, Wayne Gregg, ‘Buccaneer’ 
(Par), 
Stage fare, set for three weeks 


iJong with the strong film, staeks up 
's adequate, though no socko layout 
by any stretch. Clyde McCoy or- 
chestra (11) is making its first stand 
on the Par apron. Crew has been 
along fast through the last 
year and a half. McCoy is bringing 

boys and his rep back to promi- 

ce after some years through 
h it waned 


but moderate on 


coming 


Orchne 


tra Is per- 
mmance, McCoy tootles a_ hot 
t "npet, apex being reached mid- 
wey vhen the boss lets loose with 
; qd ' noetir ) ) Suvar 
Blu } Dec i é j t-sellet 
a if the bh { t rk 
; t i 7 f B *tt Sise 
mony humme and tenor 
y e Gregg. L ( fer on 
9k than vocal vital Nothing 
ey n their ‘St. T 3lues’ 
' tio hett 0 ‘WwW 1 Make 
P ¢ a ef ¢ aindg mew!) it 
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There’s M-G-M box-office music in the air... 


aa 


The Yanks are coming in droves to see that two-fisted entertain- 
ment ROBERT TAYLOR in “A YANK AT OXFORD”... 
Dough-re-mi.. . BE 


Sing high! “GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST” had its first studio 
preview this week. “Golden” is right! It’s the best yet from that 


golden star-team JEANETTE MacDONALD, NELSON EDDY. 
AV 


Loud music, professor, for this tip-off to the nation in Ed 
Sullivan’s syndicated column from Hollywood. Says he: “The 
CONNIE BENNETT-BRIAN AHERNE picture ‘MERRILY WE 


LIVE’ is getting rave notices at the sneak previews.” (Hal Roach’s 
topper to “Topper”’!) = 


-—— 


We could sing for hours about coming hits, but you’re a busy man 
Mr. Exhibitor, so we’ll end on a high and happy note CLARK 
GABLE, MYRNA LOY, SPENCER TRACY in “TEST PILOT”! 


o/ 
La...la...la...oh boy, isn’t Leo the best crooner? 


Wednesday, February 23, 1938 
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Wednesday, February 23, 1938 PICTURES VARIETY 19 
an ———_— So aaa : rs rr nn a oD 
( For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a comple te chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1938, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
WEEK a WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
i23 17 37 UNDER SUSPICION Col Col Melodrama J. Holt-K. DeMille L. D. Collins 61 12/22 
yorr NON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Rom-Mel Anna Lee-J. Loder R. Stevenson 73 9/29 
ROMANCE OF ROCKIES R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Tom Keene-B. Wallace R. N. Bradbury 53 2/16 
BORN TO THE WEST Par Par Western J. Wayne-J. M. Brown Chas. Barton 590 
COLORADO KID A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newfleld 58 1/12 
_, SHE LOVED A FIREMAN Bryan Foy wB Com-Dr D. Foran-A. Sheridan John Farrow 87 11/17 ; 
12/24/37 I'LL TAKE ROMANCE E. Riskin Col Musical “Grace Moore-M. Douglas — Edw. Griffith 85 12/22 
ROSALIE Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical N. Eddy-E. Powell-Bolger WwW. S. Van Dyke 123 12/22 
TELEPHONE OPERATOR Lon Young Mone Rom-Dr J. Allen-G. Withers S. Pembroke 61 2/16 
TRUE CONFESSION Albert Lewin Par Comedy C. Lombard-MacMurray Wesley Ruggles a3 11/28 
HITTING A NEW HIGH J. L. Lasky RKO Musical L. Pons-J. Howard-Oakie Raoul Walsh ae 12/1 
THANK YOU, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-J. Regan Norman Foster 66 1/12 
THE HURRICANE S. Goldwyn UA Drama Jon Hall-D. Lamour-M. Aster John Ford 110 11/10 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART B. G. DeSylva U Musical A. Faye-G. Murphy David Butler 9? 12/15 
TOVARICH Robt. Lord wB Drama C. Colbert-C. Boyer Anatole Litvak 94 12'S 
12/31/37 OUTLAWS OF PRAIRIE _H. L. Decker Col Westen C. Starrett-1. Meredith Sam Nelson 56 1/26 
WOMEN IN PRISON W. MacDonald Col Meller W. Cahoon-S. Colton Lam Hillyer 59 2/9 
BAD MAN OF BRIMSTONE Harry Rapf MGM Outdoor W. Beery-V. Bruce J W. Rubin 95 1/19 
WELLS FARGO Frank Lloyd Par Rom-Dr J. McCrea-B. Burns-F. Dee Frank Lloyd 115 12/8 
WISE GIRL Fdw. Kaufman RKO Rom-Dr. M. Hopkins-R. Milland Leigh Jason 79 12/29 
LOVE AND HISSES K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernile-Simon Sid Lanfleld 99 12/22 
THE SPY RING Trem Carr U Mystery W. Hall-J. Wyman-J. Carlitos J. Lewis 690 1/19 
SERGEANT MURPHY Bryan Foy wB Drama _R. Regan-M. Maguire _ B. R. Eason 62 12/22 
1/7/38 MAN-PROOF L. D. Lighton MGM Com-Dr. Loy-R. Russell-Tone R. Thorpe 80 12/15 
’ BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S REVENGE Par Par Mystery J. Barrymore-L. Campbell Louis King 55 12/22 
CRASHING HOLLYWOOD Cliff Reid RKO Comedy Lee Tracy-J. Woodbury Lew Landers 5e 12/29 
LADY, BEHAVE! A. E. Levoy Rep Rom-Dr S. Eilers-N. Hamilton Lloyd Corrigan 65 12/29 
CITY GIRL Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr P. Brooks-R. Cortez-E. Muir Alfred Werker 60 2/9 
TARZAN’S REVENGE _- Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor G. Morris-E. Holm D. R. Lederman_ 70 1/12 
1/14/38 PENITENTIARY Robert North Col Meller “W. Connolly-J. Parker John Brahm 73 1/26 
’ NO TIME TO MARRY Nat Terris Col Com-Rom M. Astor-R. Arlen Harry Langdon 63 2/23 
LOOK OUT FOR LOVE Herb Wilcox GB Rom-Dr A. Neagle-T. Carminatl! H. Wilcox 69 2/16 
LOVE IS A HEADACHE F. Stephani MGM Com-Dr G. George-F. Tone-M. Rooney R. Thorpe 68 2/2 
WEST OF RAINBOW’S END Maurice Conn Mone Western Tim McCoy Alan James 
EVERY DAY’S A HOLIDAY E. Cohen Par Comedy Mae West-E. Lowe A. E. Sutherland ae 12/23 
EVERYBODY’S DOIN’ IT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-S. Eilers C. Cabanne 66 1/12 
PAROLED TO DIE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-K. Eliot Sam Newfield 55 1/12 
CHANGE OF HEART Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen Jas. Tinling 65 1/5 
HAWAIIAN BUCKAROO Sol Lesser 20th Outdoor Smith Ballew D. R. Lederman 58 2/2 
ACTION FOR SLANDER A. Korda UA Drama C. Brook-M. Scott-A. Todd Tim Whelan 83 8/4 
THE JURY’S SECRET EF. Grainger U Meller F. Wray-K. Taylor Ted Sloman 100 2/2 
HOLLYWOOD HOTEL __Sam Bischof? _ ws Musical : D. Powell-F. Langford — —Frushw. Berkeley | 100 12/22, 
1/21/38 SQUADRON OF HONOR Ralph Cohn Col Meller M. Russell-T. Hall C. Coleman 53 1/26 
( SAILING ALONG GB GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whiting "ht Hale 94 2/9 
MANNEQUIN Joe Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr J. Crawford-S. Tracy Frank Borzage 92 12/22 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical J. Canova-Yacht Club Boys G. Archainbaud 72 11/10 
MAMMA RUNS WILD Ralph Staub Rep Comedy M. Boland-E. Truex Ralph Staub 67 1/5 
CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CABLO John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-y. Field Eugene Forde 71 12/22 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt. Lord wB Drama P. Muni-B. Davis Archie Mayo 89 1/29/35 
A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Foy WwB Drama B. Karloff-M. Wilson John Farrow 
1/28, 38 PARADISE FOR THREE S. Zimbalist MGM Comedy 3 Morgan-F. Rice-R. Young Eddie Buzzell 75 1/19 
PARTNERS OF PLAINS Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-Gwen Gaze Les Selander 70 2/16 
THE PURPLE VIGILANTES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Three eaaenere George Sherman 58 2/2 
THE OLD BARN DANCE Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette Joseph Kane 60 1/12 
HAPPY LANDING D. Hempstead 20th Musical S. Henie-D. ‘Ameche Roy Del Ruth 102 1/26 
BLACK DOLL Irving Starr U Mystery N. Grey-D. Woods-E. Kennedy O. H. P. Garrett 60 2/9 
SWING YOUR LADY Sam Bischoff wB Comedy H. Bogart-L. Fazenda Rav Enrizht 72 1/26 
2/4/38 REVENGE OF GENERAL LING ~~ John Stafford GB Drama G. Jones-A. Renn ~adislaus Vajda 71 2/23 
SPIRIT OF YOUTH Lew Golder GN Action Joe Louis-C. Muse-E. M. Harris Harry Fraser 66 1/5 
EVERYBODY SING Harry Rapf MGM Musical F. Brice-A. Jones-J. Garland E. L. Marin 80 1/26 
WHERE WEST BEGINS Maurice Conn Mono Western J. Randall J. P. McGowan 
THE BUCCANEER C. B. de Mille Par Drama F. March-F. Gaal-A. Tamiroff C. B. de Mille 124 1/12 
DOUBLE DANGER Maury Cohen RKO Meller P. Foster-W. Bourne-D. Meek Lew Landers 62 2/16 
OUTSIDE OF PARADISE Harry Sauber Rep Comedy P. Regan-P. Singleton John H. Auer 68 2/16 
INTERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT 20th 20th Drama C. Romero-V. Field-J. Lang FE. Forde 75 1/26 
MIDNIGHT INTRUDER Trem Carr U Meller B. Reed-L. Hayward I. Lubin 66 2/23 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-M. Robson Norman Taurog 93 2/16 
BLONDES AT WORK Bryan Foy WwB Comedy _B. MacLane-G. Farrell _ F. McDonald 
2/11/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK W. MacDonald Col Com-Rom -E. Fellows-L. Carrille Aubrey Scotto 
CATTLE RAIDERS H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-D. Grayson Sam Nelson 
OF HUMAN HEARTS J. Considine, Jr. MGM Drama W. Huston-B. Bondi Clarence Brown 100 2/9 
MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME E. B. Derr Mono Com-Dr E. Venable-G. Richards L. Hillyer 32 2/9 
SCANDAL STREET Par Par Comedy L. Ayres-L. Campbell James Hogan 63 2/9 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy G. Rogers-R. Skelton Al Santell 
CHECKERS John Stone 20th Rom-Com J. Withers-S. Erwin-U. Merkel 4H.B.Humberstone 79 12/8 
FORBIDDEN VALLEY Henry Macrae U Outdoor N. Beery, Jr.-R. Barrat W. Gittens 
KID COMES BACK Bryan Fy WwB Drama W. Morris-J. Travis B. R. Eason 61 12/29 
—_ DAREDEVIL DRIVERS Bryan Foy WB Action _D. Purcell-B. Roberts Breezy Eason 
2/18/38 WIDE OPEN FACES David Loew Col Comedy Joe E. Brown-J. Wyman Kurt Newman 
THE GIRL WAS YOUNG M GB Com-Dr N. Pilbeam-D. DeMarney Alf Hitchcock 
A YANK AT OXFORD Michael Balcon MGM Comedy RK. Taylor-L. Barrymore Jack Conway 100 2/2 
PAINTED TRAIL Robert Emmett Mone Western Tom Keene Robert Hill 
ROMANCE IN DARK Harlan Thompson Par Musical G. Swarthout-J. Boles H. C. Potter 77 ‘18 
BRINGING UP BABY Cliff Reid RKO Rom-Com K. Hepburn-C. Grant Howard Hawks 102 2/16 
BARONESS AND BUTLER Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Annabella-Wm. Powell Walter Lang 75 2/16 
re: GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT Sam Bischoff wB Outdoor _G. Brent-C. Rains-J. Litel M. Curtiz 90 2/16 
2/25/38 WHO KILLED GAIL PRESTON? Ralph Cohn Col Mystery. W. Cahoon-D. Terry. Leon Barsha _ 
; ; ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS John W. Considine MGM Meller M. Douglas-W. William G. Fitzmaurice 82 2/23 
PORT OF MISSING GIRLS Lon Young Mono Drama J. Allen-M. Stone Karl Brown 
CASSIDY OF BAR 20 Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-N. Lane Les Selander 56 
NIGHT SPOT Robt. Sisk RKO Com-Dr Parkyakarkus-A. Lane Christy Cabanne 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY A. Schaefer Rep Meller N. Hamilton-E. Venable David Howard 
LOVE ON A BUDGET Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Bert Lenny 69 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy Vv. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Saville 38 9/9 
>. PENROD AND TWIN BROTHER Bryan Foy ws Com-Dr_ | _ Mauch Twins “— Wm. McGann 2 1/12 
3/4/38 ROLLING CARAVANS | Col Col ~ Western J. Luden-E. Stewart Jos. Levering 
START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musical W. Connolly-Purante-J, Perry A. S. Rogell 73 2/9 
TO THE VICTOR Maurice Ostrer GB Rom-Dr W. Fyffe-J. Loder-M. Lockwood Robt. Stevenson 
MERRILY WE LIVE Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-B. Burke-P. Kelly No director 
BIG BROADCAST °38 H. Thompson Par Musical Ww. C. Fields-Raye-Lamour Mitch Leisen 83 29 
MAID’S NIGHT OFF Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr A. Lane-J. Fontaine Ben Holmes 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene Markey 20th Musical A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang Wm. Seiter 
ADVENTURES MARCO POLO Sam Goldwyn UA Drama G. Cooper-B. Rathbone Norman Taurog 199 2/16 
MAD ABOUT MUSIC J. Pasternak U Musical D. Durtin-H. Marshall Norman Taurog 
SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER Sam Bischoff WB Meller E. G. Robinson-J. Bryan Lloyd Bacon 85 2/9 
3 11/33 MAKING THE HEADLINES Col Col Rom-Dr J. Holt-B. Roberts L wis D. Collin 
WOODEN WEDDING Norman Krasna MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomeryv-V. Bruce Dick Thorpe 
ROSE OF RIO GRANDE No producer Mono Western Movita N. Z. McLeod 
DANGEROUS TO KNOW Par Par Meller G. Patrick-A. M. Wong tobert Florey 
HAWAII CALLS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com B. Breen-l. S. Cobb Edward Cline 
PRISON NURSE Herman Schlom Rep Meller H. Wilcoxon-M,. Marsh James Cruze 
WALKING DOWN BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr C. Trevor-P. Brooks N. Foster 73 2/2 
CRIME OF DR. HALLETT Fd Grainger U Mystery R. Bellamy-B. Read sylvan Simor 
_ LOVE, HONOR AND BEHAVE Lou Edelman Wwe Com-Dr W. Morris-P. Lane Stan Logan 63 2/16 
3 13/38 LONE WOLF IN PARIS W. MacDonald Col Myster F. Lederer-F. Drake Al S. Rogell 
GIRL OF GOLDEN WEST Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy R. Z. Leonard 
BLUEBEARD’S 8TH WIFE FE. Lubitsch Par Comed: C. Colbert-G. Cooper BE. Lubitseh 
CONDEYV NED WOMEN tobert Sisk RKO Dram. 5S. Eilers-L. Hayward Lew L t 
KING OF NEWSBOYS V. Morehouse Rep Rom-Dr LL. Ayres-H. Mack V. Mor 
REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM Ray Griffith 20th Roni-Con S. Temple-R. Scott rm 
THE GATETY GIRLS A. Korda UA Mu J. Hulbert-P. EDs cs 
NIGHT CLUB HOSTESS W. Mycrost U Rom-D: 8. Rogers-J. Clyde G : 
STATE POLICE Trem Carr U Actior J. King-C. Moore Johr i 
HE COULDN'T SAY NO 3rvan Foy we Comedy Fr. McHuch-J. Wyman Le 
3 25 33 WHEN G-MEN STEP IN W. MacDonald Col Meller D. Terry-R. Paige-J. Wells C. Coleman.Jr 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL Par Par Mystery J. Barrvmore-L. Camobell Jas. Hogan 
ARSON GANGBUSTERS Herman Schlom Rep Meller J. Lafue-B. Livingston ; Joe K nme 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery lL. Lorre-R. Hudson Norm n Foster 
RETURN OF SCARLET PIMPERNEL Alex. Korda UA Costume-D1 S. Stewart-®. Barnes Hans Schwart 
GOODBYE, BROADWAY Fd Grainger U Comedy A. Brady-C. Winninger Ray McCat 
JEZEBEL Henry Blanke Wwe Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda-G. Brent Win. Wyler 
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CINCY, DAYTON, MILWAUKEE, 
PASSAIC, AKRON, NEW YORK! 


They’re crowding by the million to the blazing opening engage- 
ments of the only attraction of its kind since ‘God’s Country’ — 








WARNER 


with 
GEORGE BRENT 
OLIVIA De HAVILLAND 
CLAUDE RAINS 
MARGARET LINDSAY 


BARTON MacLANE « JOHN LITEL 
r TIM HOLT + WILLIE BEST 

i FE C Hi N i C GQ L GQ R Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ 

Mi ‘ r Ps | C ; e T Screen Play by Warren Duff and Robert 


- s Buckner - From a Cosmopolitan Seria! Story 
U 
And-=- Miracle Business! by Clements Ripley - Music by Max Steiner 


Denver run starts in a blizzard and beats ‘God’s A First National Picture 
Country’, ‘Green Light’ and everything else in A COSMOPOLITAN PRODUCTION 
sight! ... Held over at N.Y. Strand already! 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Despite current shortage of pictures for screening in the subsequent run 
theatres, Hollywood studios give promise of clearing up balance due on | 





their current production schedule. Studios have completed 271 so far 
against their goal of 591i, and at present time 41 features are in the shooting 


stage with 54 awaiting release, 





Columbia 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ....-see6 40 19 ° 5 15 9 
Westerns ......+-- ° 22 9 3 0 9 0 
David Loew..... ° 2 0 ry 1 1 ; 
Potal wccecesoce ° 64 28 5 6 23 3 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 





‘LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECK,’ formerly titled ‘WONDER CHILD,’ pro- 
duced by Wallace MacDonald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Aubrey Scotto; original by Fred Niblo, Jr.. and Grace Neville; screen play 
by Niblo, Miss Neville and Michael Simmons; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Leo Carrillo, Margaret Irving, Scott Colton, 
Inez Palange, Jacqueline Wells. 

‘EXTORTION,’ formerly titled ‘CAMPUS MYSTERY,’ produced by Ralph 
Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original 
screen play by Earl Felton; no photographer credit. Cast: Scott Colton, 
Mary Russell, Frank C. Wilson, Phillip Ahn, J. Farrell MacDonald, Arthur 
Loft, Nick Lukats. 

‘WIDE OPEN FACES,’ David L. Loew production; associate producer 
Edward Gross; directed by Kurt Neumunn; screen play by Joe Bigelow; 
photographed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Joe E. Brown, Alison Skipworth, Lyda 
Roberti, Jane Wyman, Alan Baxter, Barbara Pepper, Lucien Littlefield, 
Sidney Toler, Burton Churchill, Stanley Fields, Joe Downing, Walter Wills, 
Dick Rich. 

‘THE LONE WOLF IN PARIS,’ formerly titled ‘THE LONE WOLF,’ 
produced by Wallace MacDonald; directed by Al Rogell; original by Louis 
Joseph Vance; screen play by Arthur T. Horman. Cast: Francis Lederer, 
Frances Drake, Walter Kingsford, Leona Maricle, Albert Van Dekker, 
Bess Flowers, Roger Gray, Eddie Featherspoon. 

‘CRIME OF THE YEAR,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Bris- 
kin unit; directed by Danny Dare; original by Harole Shumate; screen 
play by Lee Loeb. Cast: Robert Paige, Jacqueline Wells, Pat Flaherty, 
John Gallaudet, Dick Curtis, Arthur Loft, John Tyrrell, Jimmy Millican, 
Bill Lally. 

‘FLIGHT INTO NOWHERE,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Jefferson Barker and Gordon 
Rigby; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Jacqueline 
Wells, James Burke, Dick Purcell, Hector Sarno. 

Columbia Pix Now in Production 





‘THERE’S ALWAYS A WOMAN,’ produced by William Perlberg; di- 
rected by Alexander Hall; screen play by Gladys Lehman and Philip Rapp 
from magazine story by Wilson Collison; photographed by Henry Freulich. 
Cast: Joan Blondell, Melvyn Douglas, Mary Astor, Frances Drake, Wyn 
Cahoon, Robert Paige. 

‘THE SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND?’ (serial), produced by Lou Weiss; 
directed by Elmer Clifton; no writing credits as yet. Cast: Don Terry, 
Gwen Gaze, Grant Withers, Hobart Bosworth, William Farnum, Walter 
Miller, Charles Rosener, Stanley Blystone, P. J. Kelly, Colin Campbell, 
Warner Richmond. 


‘HIDDEN TRAILS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker: directed by Sam Nel- 
s0n; screen play by Maurice Geraghty. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Mere- 
dith, Art Mix, Bob Nowlan, Ed Le Saint, Jack Rockwell, George Chesebro, 
Dick Curtis, Ed Cobb. 

‘TRAIL BLAZING,’ Coronet production for Columbia release; produced 
by L. G. Leonard; directed by Drew Eberson; original screen play by 
Monroe Shaff; photographed by Allen Thompson. Cast: Buck Jones, Mar- 
jorie Reynolds, Carlyle Moore, William Arnold, Lou Kelly, Ben Taggart, 
Allen Bridge, Don Osborne, Monte Montague, Ray Largay. 


‘STAGE COACH TRAIL,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by 
Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate Gatzert; photographed by 
James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Luden, Eleanor Stewart, ‘Tuffy’ (canine 
actor), Hal Taliaferro, Harry Woods, Flynn Whittaker, Jack Ingraham, 
Joe de la Cruz. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......... 43 ll 0 1 31 5 
WORROOEE: i.ccccccss 22 4 0 1 17 2 
WE cin oscsaas 65 15 0 2 48 7 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur 
tosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘THE SHADOW MURDER CASE,’ formerly titled ‘THE SHADOW 
SPEAKS,’ produced by Max and Arthur Alexander; directed by Charles 
Lamont; original screen play by Jack Natteford; photographed by Marcel 
Picard. Cast: Rod LaRocque, Astrid Allwyn, William Van Brincken, 
John St. Polis, Thomas Jackson, Oscar O'Shea, William Pawley, Walter 
Bonn, William Moore, Lou Hern, Tenen Holtz, Lloyd Whitlock, Jack Baxley 


Metro 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......... 48 22 4 3 19 8 
Hal Roach........ 4 4 1 1 2 4 
| a ° 2 22 5 a 21 12 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘MERRILY WE LIVE,’ (Hal Roach) produced by Milton H. Bren; directed 
by Norman Z. McLeod: original by E. J. Rath, screen play by Eddie Moran 
and Jack Jevne. Cast: Constance Bennett, Brian Aherne, Alan Mowbray, 
Billie Burke, Bonita Granville, Tom Brown, Patsy Kelly, Ann Dvorak, 
Marjorie Rambeau, Philip Reed, Clarence Kolb. Marjorie Kane, Willie Best. 
Paul Everton, Sarah Edwards, Olin Howland, Pat Flaherty, Eddie Hart. 


G, aiRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST,’ produced by William Anthony Me- 
ruire; directed by Robert Z. Leonard; from the stage play by David 
elasco; screen play by William Anthony McGuire; photographed by Oliver 
Marsh. Cast: Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy. Leo Carrillo, Buddy 
Ebsen, Ray Bolger, Lecnard Penn, Priscilla Lawson, Cliff Edwards, Inez 


Barnes, Jonathan Hale, Irving Bacon, Edgar Dearing, Roger Moore, Lane 
Chandler. 


‘LIFE ON THE WATERFRONT,’ formerly titled ‘MAN OF THE WATER- | 


FRONT,’ formerly titled *MADELON,’ produced by Henry Henigson; di- 


rected by James Whale: original by Maurice Bagnol; photographed by | 
3eery, Frank Morgan, Maureen O'Sullivan, | 


Karl Freund. Cast: Wallace 
James Stuart, Cora Witherspoon, Jessie Ralph, Doris Lloyd. Shepherd 
Strudwick, Larry Lee Russell, E. E. Clive, Roger Moore, Priscilla Lawson. 
Metro Pictures Now in Production 

‘SWISS MISS’ (Hal Roach), produced by S. S. Van Kauren; directed by 
John G. Blystone; original by Jean Negulesco and Charles Rogers; 
play by Felix Adler, James G. Parrott and Charley Melson; photographed 
by Norbert Brodine and Art Lloyd. Cast: Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, 
a Lind, Walter Woolf King, Adia Kuznetzoff, Charles Judels, Greta 
Meyer. 


‘MARIE ANTOINETTE,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed by W 


S. Van Dyke; adapted from biography by Stefani Zweig; no other writing | 


credits as yet; photographed by William Daniels. 
Tyrone Power, Robert Morley, Maureen O'Sullivan, Melvyn Douglas, Jo- 


seph Calleia, Cora Witherspoon, Shepherd Strudwicke, Barnett Parker. | 


Tom Rutherford, Reginald Gardiner, Henry Stephens, Ruth Hussey, Olaf 


Hytten, Ramsey Hills, Jack George, Erville Anderson, Duke Lee, Greta | 


Granstedt, Ann Evers, Ocean Claypool, Claire Owen, Vernon Downing. 
Phillip Terry, Frank Elliott, Tom Rutherford, Mimi Olvera, Frances Millen. 
Dorothy Christy, Guy Bates Post, Corbet Morris, Charles Irwin, Harry 
Davenport, Hall Cook, Edward Keane, Henry Daniell, Harry Se2mels, 
Henry Allen, Helene Millard, Dario Piazzo, Eulalie Jay, George Smith, 
Frank Swales, Broderick Farrell, Mae Busch, Walter Walker, Art Dupris, 
Joan Mitchell. 


‘TEST PiLO7,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; 


Cast: Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Spencer Tracy, Lionel Barrymore, Ted 


Pearson, Arthur Aylsworth, Claudia Coleman, Priscilla Lawson, Virginia | 


Grey, Gloria Holden, Samuel S. Hinds, Mary Howard, Joe Donlin, Tom 
Rutherford, Harry Taylor, Brent Sargent, William Arnold. 


‘JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN,’ front office production; directed by 


George B. Seitz; based on characters created by Aurania Rouverel; photo- | 


graphed by Lester White. Cast: Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Cecilia 
Parker, Fay Holden, Robert Whitney, Betty Ross Clark, Jacqueline Lau- 
rent, Janet Beecher, Hal Le Sueur, Charles Peck, Erville Anderson. 

‘LOVE BITES MAN,’ formerly titled ‘SNUG HARBOR,’ produced by 
Zion Myers; directed by Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits as yet. Cast: 
Ray Bolger, Dennis O'Keefe, Nat Pendleton, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardi- 
ner, Una Merkel. 


Monogram 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
POMSMGR 6icke sees 26 19 1 1 5 5 
WEStErMS ..cccees ° 16 9 1 1 5 2 
| ee ° 42 28 2 2 10 7 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘THE PORT OF MISSING GIRLS,’ produced by Lon Young; directed by 
Karl Brown; screen play by Karl Brown from original by Brown and Lon 
Young; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: Judith Allen, Harry 
Carey, Milburn Stone, Jane Jones, George Cleveland, Matty Fain, Willy 
Costello, Betty Compson. 

‘CODE OF THE RANGERS,’ produced by Maurice Conn; directed by Sam 
Newfield; original screen play by Stanley Roberts; photographed by Jack 
Greenhalgh. Cast: Tim McCoy, Rex Lease, Judith Ford, Frank LaRue, 
Wheeler Oakman, Roger Williams, Kit Guard, Ed Piel, Sr., Hal Price, Zeke 
Clemmons, Budd Buster, Loren Reebe. 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 


‘ROSE OF THE RIO GRANDE,’ produced by Dorothy Reid; directed by 
William Nigh; screen play by Dorothy Reid and Ralph Bettinson; original 
story by Johnson McCulley; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast: 
Movita, Antonio Moreno, Don Alvarado, John Carroll, Lina Basquette. 
George Cleveland, Gino Corrado, Duncan Renaldo, Martin Garralga, Rose 
Turich, Carlos Villarias. John Merton, Edwin Brady, Tex Palmer, Black- 
jack Ward, Roy Bucko, Richard Botiller. . 

‘LAND OF FIGHTING MEN,’ produced by Maurice Conn; directed by 
Alan James; original screen play by Stanley Roberts; photographed by 
Jack Greenhalgh, Cast: Jack Randall, Louise Stanley. 


Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
See ee ‘ 36 24 4 q 1 8 
Harry Sherman... 7 5 0 2 0 1 
Emanuel Cohen.... 8 2 0 1 5 5 
B. P. Schulberg.... 8 8 0 0 0 t) 
errr re . 59 39 4 10 6 14 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; screen play by Norman Houston; photographed by Russell Harlan 
Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, John Elliott, Billy 
King, Natalie Moorhead, Dorothy Short, Alden Chase, John Beach, Lane 
Chandler, Leo McMahon. 

‘DOCTOR RHYTHM,’ formerly titled ‘THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN 
O’ROON,’ Major Pictures production; produced by Emanuel Cohen; directed 
by Frank Tuttle; origina! by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and 
Richard Connell; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby. Mary 
Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, 
Sterling Holloway, Ruf Davis. 

‘BAR 20 JUSTICE,’ formerly titled ‘DEPUTY SHERIFF,’ produced by 


lan. Cast: William Bovd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Gwen Gaze, Wi!- 


John Beach. 

‘DANGEROUS TO KNOW,’ genera’ office production; directed by Robert 
Florey; screen plas by William R. Lipman and Horace McCoy, based on a 
play by Edgar Wallace; photographed by Theodore Sparkuhl. Cast: Anna 
May Wong, Gai! Patrick, Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd Nolan, Harvey Stephen 
Anthony Quinn, Barlowe Borland, Roscoe Karns, Porter Hall, Hugh 
Sothern. 

‘COLLEGE SWING,’ produced by Lewis E. Gensler; directed by Raou! 
Walsh; screen play by Walter De Leon and F ancis Martin, based on adap- 
tation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of an idea by Ted Lesser; photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner. Cast: Martha Raye, George Burns and Gracie 
Allen, Bob Hope. Charles Butterworth, Ben Blue, Edward Everett Horton 





Seabury, Billy Bevan, Brandon Tynan, Bob Murphy, Victor Potel, Olin 
Howland, Noah Young, Russell Simpson. 


“WOODEN WEDDING,’ produced by Norman Krasna; directed by Rich- | 
ard Thorpe; original story by Norman Krasna; photographed by Jce Rut- 
ere. Cast: Robert Montgomery, Virginia Bruce. Warren William, Alan 
} inehart, E. E. Clive, Priscilla Lawson, Jean Fenwick, Eleanor Lynn. Bodil | 
wing. Torben Meyer, Harry Davennort, Lee Bowman. Lee Phelps. Nydia | 

estman, Dorothy Appleby, Frederick Clarke, Luana Walters, Binnie 


Florence George, Betty Grable, Jackie Coogan, Nell Kelly, Slate Brothers 
Skinny Ennis, Charles Trowbridge, John Payne, June Ray, St. Brendan 
Choristers, Ceci] Cunningham, Tully Marshall, Irving Bacon, Jerry Colonna 
Jerry Bergen. 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL,’ formerly titled ‘BULLDOG DRUM- 
MOND INTERFERES,’ genera! office production: directed by James .fo 


gan; screen play by Stuart Palmer; original by H. C. (Sapper) McNicle, 
(Contin 1 on page 23) 


screen | 1 o%e” 


Cast: Norma Shearer, | ' 


: L¢ directed by Victor | ‘ 
Fleming; original by Lt.-Com. Frank Wead; photographed by Ray June | 


‘HEART OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘GUN SMOKE,’ produced by | 


Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original story by Clarence E. | 
Mulford; screen play by Arnold Belgrade; photographed by Russell Har- | 


liam Duncan, Walter Long, Paul Sutton, Pat O’Brien, Joseph De Stefan! | It 
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eas ee 
| | . 
| ncorvorations 
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| - — 
NEW YORK 
Al inv, 
Zielschieb  Corn., Kings: theatrieat 
husines capital stock, $10,000; $100 pae 
ile Directors Albert Schieber 102 
i. Stth street, New Yorl:: Eduard Zieler, 
} WN47 Willoughby avenue, Brooklyn; 
| Gerirude Richter, 517 E, 138th 
bronx, 
Onvera-on-Tour, In* Manhott thea. 
| atrical business: ipitel stock, 100 
} share 100 pre‘’erred, $100 par ilue, 
nel 160 common, *~9 nar value Direc- 
Kdward J, Pornheimer, Gerard BR, 
| (rook Svdney J. S*hwartz, 1-3 So. Wil- 
et, Ne Yor’ (Hollender & 
el 1? > noddress filing Ate 
ene 
Bounty Chest, Ine... Beonx: t! trical 
sit sg‘ ennital «toe! £10 00 $ ) par 
Dir ne J ) 
Ww x Y ive > nd Jame ( 
ils ivenu BS x 
M ‘ Cal n a 4 
Trave'ograph Co-n., Manhatt 
+, « vy t : ' toc} | ’ : it 4 
) rowa ] Doro M 
Knight, Wil m n. Della FE. Rose, 
Fifth aver lew Yor (Jerome 
il Brill, sa nH ty s, filing attorne ‘ 
Heinz Wittenh - ‘"ne., New York? 
eatrical busin P ital stoel ‘00 
hares, no par vate, Ivrectors Tleins 
| Wittenbere (fi ‘ attorney), J de 
Vineent, Ruth Kan'en, 11 W, 42nd street, 


New York 
Annual Charity Powl of New York, 
Ine., New Tork: conduct football games 
te canital stoc’, °00 shares, no par 
ilue Directors: Thomas P 
Daniel J 


I inegan 


Tobin ant “dward S, Finegan 
(filing attorney, 5 Peckman street, New 
York) 
Vartin Johnson Pictures, Ine., New 
Yor! motion nietvre projecting ma- 
hines DD tures ipital stock, 00 
hares no par mes Directors Osa 
Tohnson and Clar': H. Getts, Hotel Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, New York: Freda Crinnps, 
| 1017 West Pine street: Enid Okla. 
(McLean, Ferris, Slv & Fain, 365 Madi- 


ym avenue, New York filing attorneys.) 
99 Seventh Avenne South Corp., New 


Yor) restaurant businecs, theatrical ene 
| terprises, etc.; car'tel stock, 100 shares, 
}no war volue, Nirectors: Simon C€ 
|Snvder, Mary Srvder, 2230 Riverside 
| drive, New York: Fmanuel Nissim, 35 EB. 

176th street, Bronx, 
| Evand Producttons, Inec., New York; 
} Teneral amusement and entertainment 
| business: enpital stock, 100 shares, no nar 
| valve Directors Albert Gruber, 2118 
im) trd street Audrey Shay, 2121 West- 
| bury Court: Walter T. Miller, 3818 Bede 
| ford avenue, Brooklyn. 

Teva Amusement Corp., New Yorls? 
|} amusement enternmrises; capital stock, 
1} $10,000; $100 pear value. Directors: 
| Samuel Coopermen, Is*dor Miller A 


}(sordon Krams, 152 W 
| Yor] (Harry Leff, same address, filing 
ittorney.) 
| Sherman Ewing, Inc., New York: the- 
vical enterprises; canital stock, $20,000; 
i par value. Directors: Ellen McAuley, 
75 Palisade avenue, Gerfield, N. J.; John 
| P. Sheahan, 1239 Madison avenue; TBea- 
Ee Cass, 22 EB. 38th street, New York. 
| 
| 


42nd street, New 


(Delaney & Mylers, 69 E. 42nd street, 
iling attorney.) 

None Better Productions, Inc., Man- 
hattan: theatrical enterprises; cnnital 
stock, 290 shares, no par value. Direc- 
tors: Myron I. Shapiro, Johanna Grif- 
| fe T.ozarus Rosenblatt, 680 Fifth ave- 
inne. New York. 
Termic Theatrical Corp., New Yorts: 


theatrical enterprises; canital stock, 100 


‘res, no par value, Directors: Alex- 
inder Milano, 329 E. 11th street; TLovis 
'ahara, 9 Monroe street, New York; 


Miebhoel Dallo, 183 Hitch street. Brooklivn 

Additive Color Process Corn., New 
York: black and white or colored motion 
pietures, ete.: ecanital stock, 1.500 
250 preferred, $100 par value; 
1°50 eommon, no par value. Directors: 
“vivia Schmerzler, Myldred Newman, 
Frances Greenberg, 9 FE. 44th = street, 
New York. (Probst & Probst, same ad- 
drese, filling attorneys.) 

Lindy Amusement Corp., Kings: the- 
atrical and amusement enterprises; 
enapital stock, 100 shares, no par value, 
Directors: Joseph Liff (filing attorney), 
Nathan Fisk, Lawrence Levin, 36 W. 44th 
street, New York. 

Emby Photo & Film Machine Corp., 
Manhattan; deal in films and photo- 
graphic equipment; canital stock, 400 
shares—200 shares preferred, $160 par 
value, and 200 shares, no par value, Ti- 
rectors: Hans R. Kossman. 25 W. %5ift 
etreet: Tda F. Ricci and Barney Gins- 
burs, 19 W. 44th street, New York. 

tallad Theatre, Inc., Manhattan: the- 
| atrical business; can'tal stock, 109 shares, 
value, Directors: Jacob 1. 

telsel, Rose Lader, Ethel Davis, 11 
14th street, New York. (Howard KE, 
Reinheimer, filing attorney.) 

Wiederhold & Hubbard, Ine., Manhot- 


hares 
’ 





tan capital stock, $20,000; $190 par 
ilue Directors: Horry Wiederheld, 
133-31 14%th street, So. Ozone Park, 


Il. J.: Roscoe C, Hubbard, 669 So. I the 
» Mt. Vernon; Ezra G. Leavitt, 
' Vifth avenue, New York. 

Wollstonecraft Corp., Manhattan; the- 
atrical enterprises: canital stock, 1090 
shores, no par value. VWirectors: David 
Wwlinger Russel H Wilde Howard a 
Seitz, 61 Broadwav, New York. (Cohen, 
Cole, Weiss & Wharton, same address, 
liline attornevs.) 

Universal Development Corp., Manhat- 
tan: business of promoters and entree 
preneurs: capital stock, $20,000: $5 rar 
volne Directors: Bleanor Tolle, 6°54 
&trd street, Elmhurst, I. 0.: Ida Jacob- 
een 465 Fourth street, Brookivit! Helen 
Corsky, 95 
ae. 

Continental Productions, Inc., New 
‘ theatrical btuciness; capital stock 


Hunter avenue, Fanwood, 





oo shares, no par value Directors 
| borethy Tocker, 1165 Bryant avenive, 
Bronx; Jacoh Sorokax and Mi¢non B. L. 
99 Rroadway, New York 
Terryslee Thentre Corp., Manhattan: 
heatrien isiness capital stoc! ” 
no par value. Directors: B 
L.ifflander Horry Zimmerman Miae 
nkcoh! 347 Mattison avenue, Nev 
(Jacob Spiro, same address, f « 


Kadio Develonment & Research Corp., 


attan;: eral radio and reses 
capital stoc) $1.506 $16 
Dir ' Mf 
it La ! ! 1? ‘ } 
Kast 1 | 
! t} iw h v 
} 
View Theatres, Ine... Kings; tr ! 
‘ ‘ ’ ; c | i , 
J M t 
‘ ° ‘a 
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Change of Name 


FRVPI Picture ¢ tttents, Ine., New 
; to ERP! cC* room Kilma, Ine, 
re ’ *9 W. Bith atreet 
attor ) 
Chance of Canital 
Sav-It-in-Nco . lo, fr n 
e 
Parson Ce pat 
| (Cont 1 on pase 23) 
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Directed by Walter Lang 


Associate Producer Raymond Griffith © Screen Play 
: by Sam Heliman, Lamar Trott: and Kathryn Scola 
i? : Based on a play by Ladislaus Bus-Fekete 


Darry! F Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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(Continued from page 21) 


photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: John Barrymore, John Howard, 
Louise Campbell, Nydia Westman, Reginald Denny, Porter Hall, F. E. Clive. 
Elizabeth Patterson, Michael Brooke, Halliwell Hobbes, Mathew Boulton. 
‘HER JUNGLE LOVE,’ produced by George Arthur; directed by George 
Archainbaud; no other credits available as yet; photographed by Ray Ren- 
nahan. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland. J. Carrol Naish, Lynn Over- 
man, Dorothy Howe, Archie Twitchell, Jonathan Hale, Edward A. Earle. 


‘BLUEBEARD’S EIGHTH WIFE,’ produced and directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; based on play 
by Alfred Savoir; photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Gary Cooper, Edward Everett Horton, David Niven, Luis Alberni, Tyler 
Brooke, Herman Bing. 


‘STOLEN HEAVEN,’ general office production: directed by Andrew L. | 


Stone; screen play by Eve Greene and Frederick Jackson, based on a story 
by Andrew L. Stone. Cast: Gene Raymond, Olympe Bradna, Lloyd Nolan, 
Glenda Farrell, Lewis Stone, Porter Hall, Esther Dale, Joseph Sawyer, 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bert Roach, Rolfe Sedan, Hooper Atchley. 


‘TIPOFF GIRLS,’ formerly titled ‘HIGHWAY RACKETEERS,’ general | 


office production; directed by Louis King; no story credits available as yet; 
photographed by Theodore Sparkuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Mary Carlisle, 
J. Carrol Naish, Harvey Stephens, Roscoe Karns, Larry Crabbe, Anthony 
Quinn, Benny Baker, Barlowe Borland. 

Paramount Pix Now in Preduction 


‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd: directed by Elliott 
Nugent; original by Francis and Marion Cockrell. Cast: Harold Lloyd, 
Phyllis Welch, Raymund Walburn, Sterling Holloway, Lionel Stander, 
Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Ward Bond, Spencer Charters, 
Clara Blandick. 


‘YOU AND ME,’ produced and directed by Fritz Lang: no writing credits 
released as yet; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, Sylvia 
Sidney, Barton MacLane, Roscoe Karns, Harry Carey, Robert Cummings, 
Warren Hymer, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Carol Paige, Ver Gorden, Matt 
McHugh, Paul Newlan, Bernadene Hayes, George E. Stone. Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Margaret Randall, Jack Mulhall, Julia Faye, Arthur Hoyt, Harlan 
Briggs, Joyce Compton. 

‘TROPIC HOLIDAY,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.; directed by 
Theodore Reed; original by Don Hartman and Frank Butler; photographed 


by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milland, Martha Raye, Bob | 


Burns, Tito Guizar, Binnie Barnes, Elvira Rios, Pepito, Michael Visaroff, 
Bobbie Moya, Ascension and Del Rio Trio, Domingeguez Brothers, San 
Cristobal Marimba Band, Roberto Soto, Jesus Topete, Paula DeCardo, 
Dolores Casey, Sheila Darcy, Marie Burton, Paul Lopez. 

‘COCOANUT GROVE,’ produced vy George Arthur; directed by Alfred 
Santell; no writing credits as yet released; photographed by Leo Tover. 
Cast: Fred MacMurray, Harriett Hilliard, Yacht Club Boys, Ben Blue, Billy 
Lee. Rufe Davis, Harry Owens and his Royal Hawaiian orchestra, George 
Walcott, Dorothy Howe, Red Stanley, Eve Arden 


RKO-Radio 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
BOmEte@ .ceccce eee 3 24 3 4 12 16 
a are 6 0 0 0 6 2 
Sol Lesser......ee 3 1 0 1 1 1 
David Loew. ......- 2 2 0 0 0 6 
Walt Disney...... e 1 1 1 0 0 0 
BOE Giiseieuau e 55 28 4 5 19 19 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced ty Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; photographed by 
Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Richard 
‘Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 


‘HAWAII CALLS,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Eddie Cline; 
original by Don Blanding; screen play by Wanda Tuchock; photographed 
by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Bobby Breen, Ned Sparks, Raymond Paige, Pua 
Lani, Mamo Clark, Irvin S. Cobb, Gloria Holden, Warren Hull, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Ward Bond. 


‘THIS MARRIAGE BUSINESS,’ formerly titled ‘IT COULDN’T HAPPEN 
AGAIN,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Christy Cabanne; screen play 
by Gladys Atwater and J. Robert Bren; original by Mel Riddle and Alex 
Ruben; photographed by Joseph August. Cast: Victor Moore, Allan Lane, 
Vicki Lester, Jack Carson, Richard Lane, Kay Sutton, Paul Guilfoyle, Jack 
Arnold, Frank M. Thomas, Leona Roberts, George Irving, Cecil Kellaway, 
Ida Vollnar, Richard Bond, Bryant Washburn, Sr., Solly Ward, Bert More- 
house, Neil Burns, Alice Belcher, Ray Harper, Frank Hammond, Francesca 
Rotali, Sidney Jarvis, Don Brody, Fred Santley, Wilfred Lucas. 


‘CONDEMNED WOMEN,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew 
Landers; screen play by Lionel Houser from his own original. Cast: Sally 
Eilers, Anne Shirley, Lee Patrick, Louis Hayward, Richard Bond, Frank 
Thomas, Richard Lane, Jack Arnold, Leona Roberts, Esther Dale, George 
Irving. Netti Packer, Rita LeRoy. 

‘THE JOY OF LIVING,’ formerly titled ‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ pro- 
duced by Felix Young: directed by Tay Garnett; original story and lyrics 
by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; screen play by Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker; score by Jerome Kern: photographed by Joseph Walker. Cast: 
Irene Dunne, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Alice Brady, Guy Kibbee. Lucille 
Ball, Jean Dixon, Eric Blore, Warren Hymer, Fuzzy Knight, Charles Wil- 
liams, Joe Hickey, Harris Gordon, Bert Roach. 

RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


“VIVACIOUS LADY,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by George 
Stevens; screen play by Anne Morrison Chapin and Kay Van Riper from 
novel by I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger 
Rogers, James Stewart, James Ellison, Fay Bainter, Donald Crisp, Virginia 
Weidler, Jack Carson, Phyllis Kennedy, Spencer Charters. Ray Mayer, 
Maude Eburne, Floyd Shackleford, Alec Craig, Beulah Bondi, Charles 
Coburn, Frances Mercer. 

‘BAMBI,’ being prepared by Walt Disney for release on RKO 1938-39 
schedule; feature-length cartoon based on story by Felix Salten. 

‘LAW OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘SEE NO EVIL,’ pro- 
duced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew Landers; screen play by Edmund 
L. Hartmann and Bert Granet; original by Samuel Shipman and John B. 
Hymer; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Chester Morris, Anne 
Shirley, Walter Abel, Eduardo Ciannelli, Richard Bond, Lee Patrick, Paul 
Guilfoyle, Frank M. Thomas, Jack Carson, George Shelley, George Irving, 
Florence Lake, Cecil Kellaway, Anthony Warde, Margaret Armstrong, 
Bradley Page, Tom Kennedy, Ted Oliver. 

‘GO CHASE YOURSELF,’ formerly titled ‘ROLLING STONES,’ pro- 
duced by Robert Sisk: directed by Edward Cline; original story by Walter 
O'Keefe: screen play by Bert Granet and Paul Yawitz, Cast; Joe Penner, 


“ae Republic 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
re 52 20 1 5 26 24 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 


‘DESERT TRAIL RIDERS,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by Jack | 


English; screen play by Luci Ward; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: 
Ray Corrigan, Bob Livingston, Max Terhune, Lynn Roberts. 
‘HOLLYWOOD STADIUM,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by 
David Howard: screen play by Darrell and Stewart McGowan; original 
story by Stuart Palmer; photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Neil Hami- 
ton, Evelyn Venable, Barbara Pepper, Smiley Burnette, Jimmy Wallington, 
Charles Williams. James Spottswood. 
“THE KING OF THE NEWSBOYS,’ formerly titled ‘THE SIDEWALKS 
OF NEW YORK,’ produced and directed by Bernard Vorhaus: original 
story by Sam Ornitz and Horace McCoy; adapted by Peggy Thompson; 


Cad! 


| 
| screen play by Louis Weitzenkorn; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast 
| Lew Ayres, Helen Mack, Alison Skipworth, Victor Varconi, Billy Benedict, 
| Louis Natheaux, Emmett Vogan, Inez Palange, Byron Foulger, Lee Shum- 
way, Joe Marks, Alan Calvin. Gennero Curay, Allan Mathews, Alice White, 
Sheila Bromley, Horace McMahon, Ben Taggart, Marjorie Main, Howard 
Hickman. 


‘PRISON NURSE,’ produced by Herman 
Louis Berg; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Henry Wilcoxon, Marian 
| Marsh, Bernadine Hayes, Ray Mayer, Ben Weldon, Addison Richards, John 
| Arledge, Frank Reicher, Fred Kohler, Jr.. Minerva Urecal, Lee Phelps, Nor- 
| man Willis, Jack C. Smith, Monte Montague. 
Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘THE GENTLEMEN FROM LONDON,’ produced and directed by John 

Auer; original by Albert J. Cohen and Robert Shannon; screen play by 


Cohen and George Yates; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: C. Henry 
Gordon, Herbert Mundin, Alan Marshal, Tala Birell, Elsa Buchanan 
Gerald Oliver Smith, George Sorel, Leonard Willey, Keith Kenneth, Mady 


Corell, Ivan Simpson, Dwight Frye, Ian MacLaren. 

‘FIRE OVER THE WATERFRONT,’ produced by Herman Schlom; di- 
rected by Joe Kane; original by Alex Gottlieb and Norman Burnstine 
screen play by Gottlieb, Burnstine. Joseph Hoffman and Peggy Thompson; 


photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Jackie Moran, Rosalind Keith, Bob 
Livingston, Warren Hymer. Clay Clement. Jack LaRue, Selmer Jackson 


Dick Wessell. Henry Hale. Emorv Parnell, Walter Sande, Jack Rice, Donald 





Schlom; directed by James}, 
Cruze; screen play by Earl Felton and Sidney Salkow from novel by Dr. | 


| 


Kerr, Howard Hickman, George Floyd 
| ee ee 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studio ..... ; 52 28 9 4 11 4 
ee ee 6 4 0 1 1 2 
Total : 58 32 9 5 12 4 
Pictures in the cutting rooms 


or awaiting previews are: 
‘REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: 
| directed by Alan Dwan; songs by Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell; Mack 


| screen play by 


Douglas Wiggin story; photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley 
| Temple, Gloria Stuart, Randolph Scott, Jack Haley, Helen Westley, Alan 
| Dinehart, Phyllis Brooks, 
| Scott Quintet, Bill Robinson, Dixie Dunbar, The Peters Sisters, J. Edward 
| Bromberg, Paul Hurst 

‘SALLY, "RENE AND MARY,’ producea by Gene Markey; directed by 
| William Seiter; from play by Edward Dowling anc Agnes Wood; original 
story by Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; susgested by stage play by 
| Edward Dowling and Cyrus Wood; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack 
| Yellen; photographed by Peverell Marley. 


Raymond Scott Quintet, Jimmy Durante, Peter Sisters, Barnet Parker. 
‘RAWHIDE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Ray Taylor; original 


graphed by Allen Thompson. Cast: Smith Ballew, Lou Gehrig, Evalyn 
brook, Cliff Parkinson, Richard Curtis, Slim Whitaker, Cecil Kellog. 

‘LITTLE GYPSY,’ formerly titled ‘GYPSY,’ produced by John Stone: 
directed by Bruce Humberstone; original screen play by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers. 
Borrah Minevitch, Rochelie Hudson, Steffi Duna, Robert Wilcox, Paul 
Stanton. 


‘JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by Allan Dwan: screen 
play by James Edward Grant; based on play by Paul Frank and Georg 
Fraser; from story by Ladislaus Vadnai; phoptographed by John Mescall. 
Cast: Simone Simon, Don Ameche, Robert Young, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, 
| Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie 
Tilbury. 


20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 


‘KIDNAPPED,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed by Al 
Werker; no writing credits as. yet available. Cast: Warner Baxter, 
Arleen Whelan, Freddie Bartholomew. John Carradine, Leon Ames, Rob- 
ert Allen, Miles Mander. E. E. Clive, Donald Haines, Ralph Forbes, Elsa 
| Buchanan, Billy Bevan, Moroni Olson. 


‘FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER, produced by Kenneth Macgowan; di- 
rected by John Ford; original story by David Garth; photographed by 
Ernest Palmer. Cast: Loretta Young, Richard Green, Reginald Denny, 
George Sanders, William Henry, Allan Hale, David Niven, J. Edward 
Bromberg, C. Aubrey Smith, Barry Fitzgerald, Claude King. 


‘KENTUCKY MOONSHINE,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan; directed 
by David Butler; music and lyrics by Lew Pollack and Sidney D. Mitchell; 
no other writing credits relcased as yet; photographed by Robert Planck. 
Cast: Ritz Brothers, Tony Martin, Marjorie Weaver, Wally Vernon, Wil- 
liam Demarest, Claude Allister. 

‘ISLAND IN THE SKY,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Her- 
bert I. Leeds; no writing credits as yet released; photographed by Edward 
Cronjager. Cast: Gloria Stuart, Michael Whalen, Robert Kellard, June 
Storey, Paul Hurst, Leon Ames. 

‘MR. MOTO’S GAMBLE,’ produced by John Stone: directed by James 
Tinling; original screen play by Charles Belden and Jerry Cady; based on 
character created by John P. Marquand; photographed by Lucien Andriot. 
Cast: Peter Lorre, Keye Luke, Dick Baldwin, Lynn Nari, Douglas Fowley, 
Jayne Regan, Charles Williams, Harold Huber. 

‘ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; 
directed by Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Kathryn Scola; 
photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, Don 
Ameche, Ethel Merman, Jack Haley, Marjorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt, 
Helen Westley, John Carradine, Douglas Fowley, Chick Chandler, Paul 
Hurst. Wally Vernon, Eddie Collins, The King’s Men, Stanley Andrews, 
Jack Pennick, Robert Gleckler, Donald Kerr, Don Barclay, Ruth Warren, 
the Cansinos, Ralph Dunn, Otto Fries, Harry Tyler, Sid Saylor. 

‘LITTLE MISS BROADWAY,’ produced by David Hempstead: directed 
by Irving Cummings: no writing credits as yet released; photographed by 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Gloria Hurst, Jimmy Durante, 
Phyllis Brooks, George Murphy, Patricia Wilder, Donald Meek, El Brendel, 
Jane Darwell, Edward Ellis, Brewster Twins, Eddie Collins, George and 
Olive Brasno, the Brian Sisters. 

‘THE BATTLE OF BROADWAY,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed 
by George Marshall; screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; photo- 
graphed by Barney McGill. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Brian Donlevy, Sammy 
Cohen, Esther Muir, Louise Hovick, Raymond Walburn, Lynn Bari, Robert 
Kellard, Hattie McDaniel, Jane Darwell. 





directec by Malcolm St. Clair; original screen play by Robert Ellis and 
Helen Logan; photographed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring 
Byington, Shirley Deane. Kenneth Howell, June Carlson, George Ernest, 
Billy Mahan, Russell Gleason, Harold Huber, Nedda Harrigan, Florence 


P. Marsandon, 


| United Artists 


Now Balance to 


eR Ce 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
| of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
| Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Samuel Goldwyn . 6 5 0 0 1 6 
Alexander Korda . 6 0 0 0 6 6 
| Selznick 5 3 9 0 2 4 
Walter Wanger 4 3 i 0 4 5 
Compre ....... 1 0 0 0 i i 
' London Films % 1 0 0 7 8 
tes ae ? 1 0 24 30 


UA Pictures Now in Production 

| ‘THE RIVER IS BLUE,’ produced by Walter Wanger; 

| liam Dieterle; original screen play by John Howard Law 
(Continued on page 25) 


directed bv Wil- 
son and Clifford 


| Gordon and Harry Revel; Sam Pokrass and Jack Yellen; Raymond Scott, | 
Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; suggested by the Katc |} 


William Demarest, Slim Summerville, Raymond | 


Cast: Alice Faye, Joan Davis. | 
Fred Allen, Gregory Natoff, Marjorie Weaver, Tony Martin, Louise Hovick, | ° 


by Dan Jarrett; screen play by Dan Jarrett and Jack Natteford; pate. | 
lbirector The 


Knapp, Arthur Loft, Cy Kendall, Carl Stockdale, Frank Ellis, Harry Ten- | 


‘A TRIP TO PARIS’ (Jones Family feature), produced by Max Golden: | 





Roberis, Ariane Borg, Sumner Getchell, Jack Pennick, Helen Valkis, Andre | 


|drew six 
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incorporations 


(Continued from page 21) 
! t $1.00 $100 par value ep 
Henry Walters, 1270 Sixth a ue, ale 
prrit ) 
Memberships 


Drama Group Theatres Corp 
Surrender of Authority 


Fairmore Musle Company, Int, 
Waverly , 
Dissolutions 
General Sereen Corp., | tica 
Sol’s Liberty Shows, Ine., a. 
MISSOURI 
Athens Amusement Co., nia, M 
Da , 
t a bu 
i in ad . t mn 
tu i f 
! io i Ts | 
du 1 4 ‘ 
vue I ac 
nu arta 1 
t i $ t i® 
Ceneral Outdoor Recreation Co., 
nsas ¢ t Mo ae 4 rnited - 
! ! lea ine 
ina nu it p ne 
n an ) ila ind s of 
i 1 t and ntertair n It will 
100 s)} $°0 par clue rok 
Incorporatar ! J Donald O'llern, 
Michael Crogan and Leon Greenbaum 
The Commonwealth Marceline Theatre 
1 Corp., Kansa Clty. 7 own, operate and 
manage i general theatre business, in 
cluding moving and/or talking picture 
to deal in and dispose of uch real estate 
vd u ! ry he 
I i} » shar f 
1 ut | ' " 
I followir l iso 
u thre ] I) 
1. Te ] I I El i] \ 
( net ae Iva is ¢ 


CALIFORNIA 


S ramento 


Tower Productions, Ine.: picture pro- 
duction capital stock 1,000 shares; 10 
stock subscribed Directors Irving 
Cohen, I. Kingston and L. Ryan. 

Canoga Park Theatre Corp.: capital 
stock, 100 shares par $100; permitted 
to issne four share Directors: lDavid 
l.. Cantor, Earl Hulbert. H A. Ansehl, 
Paul W. Glick, all of Los Angeles 
county, 


Tower Productions, Ine.; motion ple- 


ture producing; capital stocl 1.000 
shares, no par value: permitted to issue 

] Directors: Phineas Juster, Robert 
Gumbiner, Irving Cohen, T. Kingston 


and L. Ryan, all of Los Angeles, 


York Boulevard Theatre Corp.: canital 

stock, 2 000 shares; no subscriptions 

: rnard J Leavitt, Ben 

Could and Joseph We Aidlin, Los 
Anceles, 


Raymond Theatre, Ine.: capital stoetec, 
$95,000: no stock sub ecriptions, Direc- 
tors: M. W. Reinke, Ezra E. Stern, 1.08 
Angeles; Alfred R. Meyers, Beverly Hills, 

Thomas 8. Lee Artists Service, Ine. 
capital stock, 100 shares, no subserip- 
tions Directors Thomas S Lee, Nellie 
Dillon and Marvin Manuel, all of Los 
Angeles, 


LOUISIANA 
Baton Rogue 
Theatre Service Corp. to allow them te 
allow them to operate theatres, supply, 
book and buy has been issued to F le 
Richards’ three sons, John, James ana 
Horace Richards, 
TEXAS 
Austin 
Broadcast Recording Co., Ine., Dallas: 
radio; capital stock, $10,000. Incorpora- 
tors: Gordon Butler, Raymond Stock- 
meir and Lewis Hargett. 


Southern Stage Equipment Co., Ssa 
Antonio; manufacturing; capital stock, 
$2,000. Incorporators: a. FP. Vacek, 
Addie Vacek, Jane J. Horak, 





STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywocd, Feb. 22. 


Bobby Jordan drew a term cone 
tract from Warners. 


Helen Valkis given six months 
pact by 20th-Fox. 

William Keighley’s directorial con- 
tract renewed by Warners for an- 
other year. 

Don Ameche re-tied by 20th-Fox 
for 12 months. 

Betty Ross Clark set on term deal 
at Metro. 

John Carroll handec term pact by 
Monogram. 

Les Selander’s directorial contract 
with Harry Sherman extended for 
another year. 

Dr. William Axt 
Metro composer. 

Gene Reynolds’ option hoisted by 
Metro. 

Jack Holt’s 
Larry Darmour 
more pictures. 

Guy Kibbee retied by Metro. 

Jule Styne given renewal on his 
20th-Fox contract, which calls for 
musical direction, arrangement and 
as vocal coach. 

Columbia lifted its option on Rob- 
ert Paige. 

Bert Granet remains at RKO un- 
der ontion pickup. 

Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
months added term at 


re-signed as a 


starring deal with 
extended for six 


20th-Fox. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 22 
RKO’'s ‘Certified’ changed to “Maid’g 
Night Off.’ 


Universal’s ‘Eye of the Needle’ is 
now ‘Haliway te Shanghai.’ 

‘Winner's Circle’ has been switched 
| by Universal to ‘Reckless Livin.’ 

Paramount’s ‘Queen’s Local’ gives 
| way to ‘Crime Gives Order 

Metro’s ‘Wooden Weddinz’ wl! ba 
| released as ‘First Hundred Y 4 


; nl 
| 


changed to ‘Four’s 


Paramount's ‘The Stooge’ remone 
‘xed ‘Rainbows in the Night.’ 
Warners ‘All 


Rights Reserved’ 


a Crowd.’ / 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 23) 


Odets: photographed by Rudolph Mate. 
Carroll. Leo Carrillo, John Halliday. 


Universal 


Cast: Henry Fonda, Madeleine 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Total 50 23 4 5 18 9 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘FLASH GORDON’S TRIP TO MARS,’ (serial) produced by Barney 
Sarecky; directed by Forde Beebe and Robert Hill; original screen play by 
Ray Trampe, Norman S. Hall and Herb Dalmis, based on syndicated 
cartoon strip; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry ‘Buster’ Crabbe, 
Jean Rogers, Frank Shannon, Charles Middleton, Donald Kerr, Beatrice 
Roberts, Dick Alexander. 





‘BORDER WOLVES,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joseph H. ! 
Lewis: story_and screen play by Norton S. Parker; photographed by Harry | 
Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Connie Moore, Fuzzy Knight, Dickie Jones, | 
Willie Fung, Glenn Strange, Frank Campeau, Oscar O'Shea, Ed Cassidy, | 
Jack Montgomery, Dick Dorrell, Arthur Van Slyke, Frank Ellis. 

‘FORBIDDEN VALLEY, formerly titled ‘MOUNTAINS ARE MY KING- | 
DOM,’ produced by Henry MacRae; directed by Wyndham Gittens; screen 
play by Eliot Gibbons from novel by Stuart Hardy; photographed by 
Ellwood Bredell. Cast: Noah Beery, Jr.; Frances Robinson, Fred Kohler, 
Sr.: Robert Barrat, Alonzo Price, William Lundigan. 


‘MAD ABOUT MUSIC,’ produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Norman 
Taurog; original story by Marcella Burke and Frederick Kohner; screen 
play by Bruce Manning and Felix Jackson; photographed by Joseph 
Valentine. Cast: Deanna Durbin, Herbert Marshall, Arthur Treacher, 
Christian Rub. Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jones, Nana Bryant, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Helen Parrish, Joan Tree, Martha O'Driscoll. 

‘THE CRIME OF DR. HALLETT,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; di- 
rected by S. Sylvan Simon; screen play by Lester Cole and Brown Holmes 
from original by Cole and Charles Breher; photographed by Milton Kras- 
ner. Cast: Ralph Bellamy, William Gargan, Barbara Read, Charles Stev- 
ens, John King. 


Universal Pix Now in Production 

‘GOODBYE, BROADWAY,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by 
Ray McCarey; screen play by Roy Chanslor from stage play by James 
Gleason; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Charles Winninger, 
Alice Brady, Tom Brown, Dorothea Kent, Donald Meek, Frank Jenks, 
Tommy Riggs, Jed Prouty, Willie Best, Del Henderson, Jack Daley, Henry 
Roquemore, Edgar Dearing. 

‘STATE POLICE,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by John Rawlins; 
original screen play by George Waggner. Cast: John King, Connie Moore, 
David Oliver, William Lundigan, Larry Blake, George Cleveland, Charles 
Wilson, Joseph Crehan, Pierre Watkin, Billy Wayne, Ted Osborne, J, Far- 
rell MacDonald, Glenn Strange, James Lucas, Roy Mason. 

‘RECKLESS LIVING,’ formerly titled “THE WINNER’S CIRCLE,’ pro- 
duced by Val Paul; directed by Frank McDonald; screen play by Charles 
Grayson from Gerald Beaumont’s original story, ‘When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home.’ Cast: Jimmy Savo, Nan Grey, Robert Wilcox, William 
Lundigan, Frank Jenks, Samuel S. Hinds, Harry Davenport, May Boley, 
Harlan Briggs. 

‘NURSE FROM BROOKLYN,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed 
by S. Sylvan Simon; screen play by Roy Chanslor from Steve Fisher's 
magazine story, ‘If You Break My Heart.’ Cast: Sally Eilers, Paul Kelly, 


Larry Blake. 
Warners 
Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
MOONE 8b20.5000 0885 60 34 6 10 10 18 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT,’ formerly titled ‘THIS WOMAN IS DAN- 
GEROUS,’ and ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ produced by Robert Lord; di- 
rected by Stanley Logan; original by A. H. Z. Carr; screen play-by Horace 
Jackson; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, Pat O’Brien, 
Alan Mowbray, Gordon Oliver, Ralph Forbes, Herbert Rawlinson, John 
Eldredge, Thurston Hall, Grant Mitchell. 

‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Fra.k 
McDonald; original screen play by Albert Demond; photographed by War- 
ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Rosella 
Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 


‘MYSTERZ OF HUNTING’S END,’ produced by Bryan Foy; associate, 
Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel Smith; original story by Mignon 
G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman Lowe; photographed by. L. William 
O'Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June Travis, Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony 
Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, 
Sheila Bromley, Hugh O’Connell, Trevor Bardette, Dennie Moore. 

‘TORCHY BLANE IN PANAMA,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
William Clemens; screen play by George Bricker; original story by An- 
thony Coldeway; photographed by Warren Lynch. Cast: Paul Kelly, Lola 
Lane. Hugh O'Connell, James Nolan, Larry Williams, Tom Kennedy, 
Frank Shannon, John Ridgeley, Anthony Averill, Frank Orth, Jack Good- 
rich, Betty Compson, Joe Cunningham, George Guhl, Jimmy Conlon, 
George Lloyd, George Regas, John Harron, Jack Mower, 

‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD, produced by Henry Blanke; 
directed by Michael Curtiz and William Keighley; original screen play by 
Norman Reilly Raine and Seton I. Miller; photographed by Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Rains, Basil 
Rathbone, Patric Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Melville Cooper, 
Herbert Mundin. 


‘JEZEBEL,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by William Wyler; 
screen play by Clements Ripley and Aben Finkel; from play by Owen 
Davis, Sr.; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Bette Davis, Henry Fonda, 
George Brent, Fay Bainter, Henry O'Neill, Donald Crisp, Gordon Oliver, 
Richard Tromwell, Spring Byington. 

‘FOOLS FOR SCANDAL,’ formerly titlea ‘FOOD FOR SCANDAL,’ pro- 
duced and directed by Mervyn LeRoy; screen play by Herb and Joe Fields; 
Photographed by Theodore Tetzlaff. Cast: Carole Lombard, Fernand 


ss Ralph Bellamy, Allen Jenkins, Isabel Jeans, Marie Wilson, Marcia 
alston. 


‘MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Busby 
Berkeley; screen play by Norman Reilly Raine and Horace Jackson; from 
Magazine story by Faith Baldwin; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 

ayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Humphrey Bcgart, Penny Singleton, Hugh 
Herbert, Marcia Ralston. Gene Lockhart, Kathleen Lockhart, Johnnie Davis, 
Donald Briggs, Mona Barrie, Reine Riano, Claude Allister, James Nolan. 

‘PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
Lew Seiler; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Ernest Booth; photo- 
graphed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy Mauch, Bobby Mauch, Kathleen 
Lockhart, Gene Lockhart, Dick Purcell, Hugh O'Connell, Charles Halton, 
Bernice Pilot. Phillip Hurlic, John Perrone, Billy Lechner, Billy Wolfstone, 


—— Bupp, Jackie Morrow, Donald Hulburt, Jerry Tucker, Jack Cunning- 
lam. 


‘COWBOY FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘DUDE RANCHER,’ 
produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Ear! 
Baldwin from play by Louis Pelletier, Jr..and Robert Sloane; photographed 
by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dick Powell. Priscilla Lane, Pat O’Brien, Dick 
Foran, Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan, Hobart Cavanaugh, Emma Dunn, 
Granville Bates, Grace Hayle, Dennie Moore, Roselle Towne, James 
Stephenson, Harry Barris, Candida, Kay Johnson, Cliff Saum, Dorothy 
Vaughn, Sam Hayes, May Boley, Johnnie Davis, Jimmy Fox, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Jack Moore, James Nolan, William Davidson, Franklin Farnum, 

¢ Hiestand, Ben Hendricks, Everett Vogan. 


Warners Pix Now in Production 
‘LITTLE LADY LUCK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Far- 


‘ow, original screen play by Albert DeMond and George Bricker; photo- ] Douglas Wood, Al Lloyd, Alice Lynden 


PRESTO! CHANGEO! | 





Hollywood’s Now  Prestidigitation 
Minded These Days 


Hollywood, Dec. 22. | 

If ever there was a town of sub- 
limated stooges it’s Hollywood, and | 
the stooges are stars who starve for 
immediate applause for tricks they 
learned from guys who learned it 
from Keller and Thurston and Hou- | 


everybody giving strict attention in 
the hope that it will get him a Sun- 
day night vaude date 

Of course even such a 
ciety has its ribbe: 
he here, Bob Benchley is t : 
Ribbing is usually reserved for visit- 
ing professors who are in town work- | 
ing on pictures as technical advisors. 

One of the ribs is to get the visitor | 
absorbed in a card or coin trick and 


serious 
, Of whom, wl 


1ery 
biti 


1S 


then for everybody, including the | 
performer, to watch the victim of 
the rib intently, all acting quictly 


alarmed till the victim asks why are 

they all looking at him like that. 
‘Like what?’, they ask 
‘Like now.’ 


as one man. | 


‘Don’t worry about it,’ says the | 
performer, ‘I'll pay for the suit.’ | 
‘Sure,’ console the others, ‘don’t 
worry about it. It will wear off in 
a few days. You won't feel a thing. 
It doesn’t burn really. It’s not like 
cyanide. It only like it.’ 
As the victim begins to 
everybody assures him that it isn’t 
dangerous. It won't even burn shoe 
leather. By that time he’s acting 
like a hotfoot who is really on fire. 
After that, even a bad card trick 

can go over as if Houdini did it. 





acts 
} 


strip, | 





Television 





(Continued from page 1) 





results from the fact that television 
receivers, operating on very short 
waves, are extremely sensitive to 
automobile motors. 


| Kent and John D. Clark, who are in 


| Tide’ 


| less than three hits already from ‘Big 


| of 


(Continued from page 5) 


l'atre men credit a lot of the box office 


pull of this picture to its title song 
hit 
At 20th-Fox. in absence of S. R. | 


Florida, others in distribution main- | 


background numbers such as ‘Ebb- 


and ‘True Confession,’ with no 


dini. Town now has a Los Magicos | tain that very often the picture it- | 
Society of Southern California. with | Self turns a song into a hit and that 
Chester Morris, Harold Lloyd, Judge perhaps weeks later film fans are 
Charles Fricke, Caryl Fleming, likely to want to see the picture be- 
Robert Montgomery. Bert Kalmar | cause by that time they know thi 
and scores of lesser fry as members. | Song. want to see a star sing it, etc 
All of them amaze each other with This, in the opinion ol 20th F Xx 
hat tricks, and Morris has a worl sources, is the answer to the third 
shop given over to mirt . oa »nd fourth-runs on musical picture 
trical gadgets and rabbit Coin It has been the 20th-Fox experience 
tricks are sub-freshman stuff for so- | at net so many songs help at the 
ciety members and even columnists | 2: Until the pictures ili gaan 
practice them for days in the hope them get einer —oibetiaats “night sock song 
of being tapped for Los Magico ; being rare. Thus, a second or third- 
. run, in the 20th-Fox opinion, may 
Society meets twice a month and henefit proportionately more than an 
each member must perform at least initial run. é 
one trick at each meeting. It | 
doesn’t have to be new, but it must | How It Works Out 
be good. Then Morris or John} Paramount, which has been very 
Mullholland gives a lecture, with | successful with songs, including | 


Broadcast’ prior to release, is timing | 


numbers for plugging in accordance 


| 
| 
| 


with the judged possibilities of the | 


Neil F. Agnew, v.p. in charge 
for the company, 
timing, plugging, etc., highly 


songs. 
sales 
picking, 


| speculative but, like brother distribu- 


to 
na- 


valuable 
ot 


considers it 
numbers 
release. 


tors, 
exploit 
tional 


very 
in advance 
Reminding that sometimes 
guess wrong, thinking some song will 


become a hit but doesn't, Agnew | States his company 


states Par tries to grade the numbers 
with respect to plugging. If a song 
looks like it might be one that will 


be slow to attain hit proportions, it | 


will be given a longer sale on the 
air or otherwise, while if it’s a swing 


calls the | 


they | 
| 


| 
} 


number, the type that might go fast, | 
it will be held closer to release, he | 


adds. 
follow, 


no set rule 


company 


There being 
Agnew’'s 


to | 
closely | 


judges the songs, makes what ob- | 


servations are possible, watches the | 
| situation and does the best it can for | 


and its 
a vivid ex- 
a song helped build a 
‘Jungle Princess,’ into ‘A’ 


the greatest benefit to itself 
accounts. Agnew cites 
ample where 
‘B’ picture, 


Song Plugs Up B. O.- 
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the good tunes so thal f p 
ti with them ma et ‘dd 
‘We try to climax the succe of a 
tune with the release of the pictur 
vorking on a basis that rar m 
six weeks to 60 day n advance of 
| release,’ Sears state Warner Bros 
relies importantly in th connection 
and otherwise on the judement of 
Buddy Morris and Roces Voceo 
their combined mu iblishin 
‘ost is to whethe i me wv | be 
hit, whet} A 
il p » th f 
ry rY 
| i il i 
ng no p | 
up i { 1 
ym | ! t 
them ) i 
thin rt 
Seal ( l 
are hit ifter tl release of 
the picture ch include them. He 
feels that the two effective medium 
for song exploitation are air shows 
|and pictures themselves, adding that 
very often songs will not get going 
well until pictures are in their first 
runs. In other cases, air sho will 
stimulate a decided interest in pic- 
tures prior to their first-run engog 
| ment Seal points to the Luc! 
Strike Hit Parade program, which 
rates 10 or 15 top songs each week 
and to the surprising number of fan 
| who are palpably interested in this 
classification, following it closely all 
ithe time. Warners has had several 
| numbers of a background charactet 
| that have become hits but, as with 
| Par, hitdom has usually occurred 
| after first-run release. 
First, a Good Picture 
Jules Levy, RKO sales manager, 
plugs songs six 
weeks on an average ahead of release 
but takes the position that hit songs 
aren’t as important to pictures to- 
day as they were a year or two ago. 
He contends that you first have to 
have a good picture, since, if a Sore 
hit gets people to go to see an in- 
ferior production, they will be dis- 


appointed and that will quickly tell 
on receipts. If it’s a good picture, 
and the music is good, then, in Levy’s 
opinion, you have a great combina- 


j} tion. Cheaper pictures two years 

ago did better when they had good 
| music than they do now, he main- 
| tains, but when a ‘Snow White’ 
{comes along and its music spreads 
| around, the latter adds much to the 


classification through the song it con- | 


tained, ‘Moonlight and Shadows.’ Be- 


| cause of the dating that picture re- 


ceived, Par jumped to a bigger pic- 
ture for Dorothy Lamour in its forth- 
coming ‘Jungle Love.’ Par’s sales 
chief pointed to ‘Music Goes Round’ 
as one of the freak examples where 
a song got out of hand quickly a~d 
was done to death before it could be 





used to advantage in film. 

‘Bei Mir’ and WB 
Warner Bros. is having the same 
problem with ‘Bei Mir Bist du 
Schoen.” Even though restricted, 
WB has had trouble controlling the 
number while, meantime, the picture 
carrying it, ‘Love, Honor and Be- 
have’ will not be released until the 
middle of March. If the contention 
of some distribs is right, the fact 
this number has been worked heav- 
ily may give the picture more than 
the expected impetus when released 
rather than retard it. According to 
Grad Sears, WB distribution head, it 
is quite a problem trying to contr’] 


Every time a car passes, he said, 
it blurs the picture on the screen. 
Interference causes tiny white 
specks, giving the impression of a 
snow storm. And an auto parked 
nearby, with motor running, makes 
television entirely impossible. 


Engineers have as yet been unable 
to find any device to eliminate this 
disturbance. For the only cure they 
must look to auto manufacturers. 
Murray declared latter can equip 
cars with suppressors if they desire. 
He said that when visio was nearer 
general use he supposed the co- 
operation of the auto manufacturers 
would be requested. 








graphed by L. William O'Connell. Cast: Ann Sheridan, John Litel, Frank 
McHugh, Janet Chapman, Robert Homans, Eric Stanley, Jean Benedict, 
Maureen Rodin-Ryan, Lottie Williams, James Nolan, Vera Lewis, John 
Ridgeley, Walter Murray, William Gould, Stuart Holmes, Jack Mower, 
William Murray, Laura Jean Williams, Charles Wilson, Donald Brian, Spec 
O’Donnell, Paul Everton, Eddie Graham, Gordon Hart. 

‘CRIME SCHOOL,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Lew Seiler; 
original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: 
Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page, ‘Dead End’ Boys, Paul Porcasi, Helen McKel- 
ler, Dick Purcell, Weldon Heyburn, James B. Carson, Sybil Harris, Harry 
Cording, Charles Foy, Al Bridge, Cy Kendall, Vera Lewis, Milburn Stone, 
Alan Davis, Cliff Saum, Tom Wilson, Henry Otho, Jack Mower, Charles 
Trowbridge, Melville Cooper, Joseph Crehan, Don Turner, Ethan Laidlew, 
Joe Cunningham, Frank O'Connor, Jack Goodrich, Bobby Jordon. 

‘FOUR’S A CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,’ pro- 
duced by David Lewis; directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by Casey 
Robinson; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Walter Connolly, Spec O'Donnell, 


Dennie | 


Moore, Franklin Pangborn, Ward Bond, Joseph Crehan, Joe Cunningham, | 


Lawrence Grant, Gloria Blondell, Carole Landis, 


Frank Coghlan, Jr., Al | 


Herman, Edward McWade, Arthur Hoyt, Robert Warwick, Frank Jacquet, | 


Stuart Holmes, William Haade, Maurice Cass, Charles Judels, 


Patric | 


Knowles. | 


‘GOLD DIGGERS IN PARIS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by 


Ray Enright; original screen play by Jerry Wald, Richard Macauley and | 


Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Rudy Vallee, Rosemary 
Lane, Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Melville Cooper, Frank McHugh, 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Fritz Feld, Curt Bois, Eddie Anderson, Edward 
Brophy, Murray Alper, Pedro de Cordoba, Alphonse Martel, Rosella } 
Towne, Janet Shaw, Carole Landis, Diana Peggy Moran, Rafael | 
Corio, Gloria Dickson, Jeffrey Sayre, Evelyn Thaw!, Charles De Ravenne 

‘WHITE BANNERS,’ produced by Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund 
Goulding; screen play by Leonora Coffee from the Lloyd Douglas novel; 
photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Claude Rains. Fay Bainter, Bonita 
Granville. Edward McWade, James Stephenson, Frank Darien, Frank Sulli- 
van. Cliff Saum, Jackie Cooper, Donald Crisp, Kay Johnsor Sally Anne, 
Jack Mower, Lola Cheaney, Vera Lewis, Lottie Williar Tom Wilson, 


Lewis 





Stuart Holme Glen Cavender, Jean ‘nedict, J. Farre MacDonald 
ex Evans, Pezgy Stewart. 
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In behalf of United Artists, A. W. 
Smith, Jr., general sales manager, 
believes that plugging of about 30 
days in advance of first runs is suf- 
ficient since, if music is exploited 
too far in front of release, there is 
always the danger that its edge may 
be removed for picture fans. Smith 
also believes that great care should 
be exercised in the exploitation of 
songs. They should be tied up with 
the top orchestras and on top air 
programs, sung only by the best 
singers and otherwise protected since 
there can be harm in poor presenta- 
tion, he argues. Smith contends 
that, in other words, if you have a 
good piece of cloth, you want to put 
a good tailor on it. Orchestrations, 
also, are considered of vast impor- 
tance in this connection by the UA 
sales executive. 

A point Smith stresses in connec- 
tion with the debatable question of 
whether third and fourth runs have 
any complaint due to broadcasting 
or other exploitation of songs ahead 
of release, is that if a picture is good 
in the first runs, it will automatically 
be good in the third runs. ‘iil 
Rodgers, for Metro, says that some 
exhibitors complain broadcastin 
songs or other material hurts, while 
just as many others or more take the 
reverse position in the matt a 
personally feels that the b. 0. down 
the line is strengthened by plugging, 
and that if a p.cure is good it will 


be good everywhere. Rodgers re- 
minds iat Metro, weighing the mat- 
ter very carefully. wouldn't be on 


the air itself if it thought broadcost- 


ing was hurting On percentoge 


they'd be hurting themselves by the 
airing. 

From the distribution side, songs 
from pictures which become hits are 
sales assets, not only in that the dis- 


tribucors get increased rentals under 


I 


yercentage through the bo» 


| but through dating Picture re 
old far in advance, thu tern ree 
main as originally set 


but when a 


picture con slong with a hit 
very often faster and bette: dating 
obtained. Because of the ir 
songs may vo cold, account illy 
will hasten playdates, sett'ng mee 
thing else back on schedule. while 
also. in connection with dating, there 
be juvetine to spot pict with 
hit thin a } tT ‘| hy me s+ rt cy ce 
lays of week, over holida ete. 























\ eee 





oe oe | PAR | 


——— 

















'e sday, Feb 2 
26 VARIETY a _* edne: day, February 
.- ——— _——_ —$—$—$—$—$ —$ $$ —$————— ——————— ——————————orrrrrerenenenee wie 








‘Women \N WHITE 
MEN IN STRIPES 





Starring 


HENRY WILCOXON 
MARIAN MARSH 


with 


BEN WELDEN 


and a stellar dramatic cast 
Directed by JAMES CRUZE 


From an original novel by Louis Berg, M. D. 


Associate Producer HERMAN SCHLOM 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Aftermath of the Jane Withers-Shirley Temple ‘tiff, which resulted in 
dropping of the Temple impression from Jane Withers’ act at the Fox, 
Detroit, last week, points to the fact that Max Shagrin, and not 20th- 
Fox, ordered the deletion. Nevertheless, Temple mimicry is out as far 
as Withers’ future p.a.’s are concerned. Shagrin is her manager. Detroit 
newshawks, after being tipped off about deletion, were given the impresh 
studio had put through order by phone from Hollywood last Tuesday (15). 
Understood then that Temple tribe had complained to studio. 

Coupla days later, however, Shagrin announced that he himself had 
issued order. ‘Some people might get the wrong impression,’ he declared. 
‘There’s no feud between Temple and Withers, and there’s no use planting 
the seed in people’s minds.’ 





When Warner Oland, the screen’s Charlie Chan, recovers from the 
nervous breakdown, that resulted in his walkout on ‘Charlie Chan at the 
Races’ after three days of shooting and his more recent hospitalization, he 
will probably find his berth at 20th-Fox waiting for him. His physicians, 
checking with studio execs, report daily improvement in the patient's 
condition. Of the 16 Chan pictures already released, all have been heavy 
profit grabbers both for exhibitors and the studio. Made at the rate of 
three each year, two of the current stanza’s schedule had been finishec 
before Oland’s collapse. 

‘The River,’ Uncle Sam's Farm Security Administration's two-recler, is 
really a giveaway to film houses which will carry the short. Even the 
shipping costs are footed by U. S. Paramount, which releases the propa- 
ganda picture, gets paid for handling the subject through its exchange and 
distribution system. 

Warners in Philadelphia has shifted policy that kept other Federal 
films out of its houses and has booked Government-made pic, ‘The River,’ 
into downtown Fox this week. Will go to the keys and nabes next. 

‘How to Use Talking Pictures in Business,’ published by Harper & Bros., 
{s authored by Lyne S. Metcalfe and H. G. Christensen, officials with the 
West Coast Sound Studios, New York. Latter is president and production 
chief, while Metcalf is head of the story departnient. Book devotes one 
chapter to types of commercial pictures feasible for film making, one on 
films in theatres, and another on the future of the commercial screen. 
Little reference to distribution in publication. Foreword is by Roy S. 
Durstine, president of B. B. D. & O. advertising agency. 


It is understood that Sonja Henie was willing to accept $2,500 a per- 
formance from Mike Jacobs, Madison Square Garden impresario, when 
she recently appeared at that N. Y. arena with her ice carnival. As she 
was skedded for six performances, Jacobs thought that most excessive 
and compromised by offering her 40°% of the net. Per terms of the latter 
agreement, her end of the take turned out to be $43,000, almost three 
times as much as the $15,000 star would have originally received, 

Opening of ‘The Buccaneer’ at Carlton’ theatre London, was 
gtudied carefully by Paramount home office to learn what the reaction 
would be with English audiences. Because of subject matter referring 
to British, start of run in England was expected to show how the picture 
would do in foreign field. Practically worrisome was the battle of New 
Orleans sequence showing the Britishers’ defeat, which had to be cut for 
the English market. 





Hollywood’s army of press previewers were cheated out of a cruise 
aboard the Matson liner Ansonia when the seamen’s union refused to per- 
mit the ship to sail without its full trans-Pacific crew of 300 men, Prin- 
cipal Picts had set the party, which was to include the preview of ‘Hawail 
Calls,’ featuring Bobby Breen, many of the scenes for which were filmed 
aboard the Ansonia. Heavy nut in compliance with the union’s demands 
caused Sol Lesser to call off the excursion. 





Newspaper Guild has asked that the National Labor Relations Board 
establish it as the bargaining agent for editorial employees at Paramount 
newsreel in N. Y. The Guild previously settled the matter of jurisdiction 
over the scribblers with the Film Technicians’ union, which is not claim- 
ing the writers as members. There are some 30 Paramount employees 
members of the Guild. Merle Johnson is chairman of the unit, 





Various officials in home office of Hays organization are now preparing 
annual reports on the association's activities during 1937 to be laid before 
Will Hays as soon as he returns from the Coast. Hays will cull outstanding 
facts from these for presentation to the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors association directorate at the annual confab next month. 





Popularity of ‘Snow White’ has heightened interest in how animated 
cartoon pictures are made, especially among juveniles. N. Y. Museum of 
Science & Industry in Radio City has an exhibit demonstrating how ani- 
mated films are produced which has been swamped ever since it opened 
two weeks ago. 





There may be a Walt Disney exhibit at the New York Fair in ‘39, in- 
terests in association with Kay Kamen at present being in negotiation for 
@ concession. Idea of the exhibit is to show how Disney cartoons are made. 
Admission would be charged. 





The producer of ‘Goona Gcona,’ Armand Denis, has made a deal with 
Universal for the distribution by that company of a feature based on 
footage which he has just brought back from the Belgian Congo. 








Sex Pix a Brodie 


Rochester, Feb. 22. 
Embassy theatre went dark Friday 
week after police banned nudie stage 
show and Gannett newspapers 
clamped down on advertising. Two 
films, ‘Virgins of Bali’ and ‘He, the 


Blair’s Key City Swing 





Rufus Blair, from the Paramount 
Coast studio, left New York, Friday 
(18), for Boston on a tour of around 


CHICAGO MAY B 


+ 


BITY COUN 
OFF ICIE 


Ld 
AGT 


It’s Now a Civic Problem in 
Chi—Element of Health 
—Proponents of Duals 
Argue It’s Like an Extra 





Leave It 


B.&K. THE TARGET 


Chicago, Feb. 22 


Nationwide precedent on the ques- 
tion of double features is likely to 
be established here shortly through 
the preparation of a city council 
ordinance for the formal municipal 
prohibition of the exhibiting of 
double features. 

Double bills have become a civic 
and municipal problem in the last 
few weeks, and the question has al- 
ready grown far beyond the mere 
confines of the film business itself. 
Several civic groups and clubs have 
stepped into the picture with long 
lists of petitioning objections to the 
double features policy locally. Promi- 
nent among the objectors to the 
double bills is the Congress of Pa- 
rents and Teachers which has been 
pounding away in earnest at the 
doors of the city council members in 
an effort to get them to do something 
about disposing of the twin pictures. 

There has been a straightforward 
declaration and statement on the 
part of Dr. Herman N. Bundesen, 
president of the board of health, to 
the effect that double features are 
injurious to health since they tend 
to keep people in the theatres too 
long. Especially is this so in the 
case of children. 

This proposition of the board of 
health was taken under advisement 
by Corporation Counsel Barnett 
Hodes, who last -week issued an of- 
ficial ruling stating that the city 
council has power to ban double fea- 
ture motion pictures. As soon as 
this ruling was announced Alder- 
man John J. Grealis began imme- 
diate readying of an ordinance ban- 
ning twin pictures. 

City council has been put under 
considerable pressure by the various 
civic groups which are opposing 
twin pictures. How much these 
groups are being prodded by the in- 
dependent exhibitors who are trying 
to knock twins in the head is not 
immediately determinable. 

However, those who are in favor 
of twin pictures have put up as their 
one big argument that doubles are 
simply bargains, like a second cup 
of coffee in a restaurant. The sec- 
ond cup is there to take or leave. 
It’s strictly up to the individual cus- 
tomer to decide, So it is with double 
features; the customer can see one 
and leave, or stay for the second at 
no additional charge. Evidently ‘he 
same sort of reasoning holds for the 
triple features which have become 
epidemic in this territory during the 
past few weeks. 

Balaban & Katz thus far has kept 
its hair combed over the entire situ- 
ation despite the repeated yowls of 
the exhibitors in the nabes that 
B.&K. is responsible for double 
bills in this town. The exhibs are 
even threatening to label double pic- 
tures as a racket and that they wi!! 
Zo to the public through 
and newspapers advertisements 
inform the customers that B.&K. is 
the reason for twin flickers. Thus 


not likely that 
will be taken. 


such direct 


ARIZONA'S BADDIE 


Cup of Coffee; Take It or | 


trailers | 
to | 


far, it remains a talking point and | 
action | 


AN 
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4 Mich. U. Frosh Fined 
For Theatre Rioting 


Detroit, Feb. 

Four VU. of Michigan studes were 
fined and two freed of riot charges 
last week at Ann Arbor as after- 
math of theatre  cut-ups. Four 
freshmen paid $5 court costs after 
pleading guilty to disturbing the 
peace in an Ann Arbor spot by 
ringing alarm clocks because they 
didn’t like the show. 

The other two studes, held on 
$200 bonds since Oct. 2 when a pre- 
football rally resulted in several 
hundred dollars damage _ to 
Michigan theatre, Ann Arbor, were 
released from bonds after charges 
of malicious destruction of property 
were dropped. Smashed windows 
and other damage had been repaid 
meantime, 


PITT DRIVE ON 
VS. GIVEAWAYS 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 

District attorney’s office here mak- 
ing thorough investigation of banko 
and cash and merchandise prizes in 
film houses on complaint of George 
| H. Dennison, head of Pittsburgh’s 
Better Business Bureau. Assistant 
| George F. P. Langfitt is in charge of 
the probe and expects to obtain 
a decision in a few weeks as to 
whether giveaways are in violation 
of the lottery laws. 

Dennison said his chief concern 
was with stores staging their own 
drawings for money and goods, but 
said banko had also been discussed 
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| by his office at length and that 
formal protests might follow. Action 


followed recent decision of neigh- 
boring Beaver County district at- 
torney that it was contrary to state 
statutes. 

Banning of giveaways here would 
have a far-reaching effect since 
they're being used not only by prac- 
tically every nabe site but also by 
the circuits in every subsequent-run 


spot. Only one downtown, first-run 
house goes in for banko, Harris- 
Alvin, 





Tally, Corbar Call Off 





Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Action of T. L. Tally and Cor- 
bar Corp., in filing notice of dis- 
missal of the superior court action 
in which they sought to have the 
| Fox-West Coast bankruptcy § ad- 
judication set aside, is taken an in- 
dicative that the plaintiffs have 
given up their long-drawn out fight. 
Step was taken following court's 
recent ruling sustaining F-WC’s de- 
murrer to the complaint. 

Case has been fought out in both 
| the state and federal courts, the 
latter finally ruling they had no 
jurisdiction, 








| Three In a Circle 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Jimmy Savo, Nan Grey and Rob- 
ert Wilcox have the featured spots 
in Universal's ‘The Winner's Circle,’ 
vhich went before the cameras last 
Wednesday (16), with Frank McDon- 
ald directing. 

Val Paul is in the producer’s seat. 





the | 


Fight on Fox-WC Washup 








20 cities before going to the Coast. 
He is contacting newspaper editors 


and cri.ics for Par in behalf of prod- | 


uct coming up and will not be back 
in Hollywood until some time in 
March. 

Meantime, Terry De Lapp, studio 
Publicity head, is coming east with 
Bob Gillham on latter's return trip 
in a week or two. 





Virgin Man,’ flickered through the 
week to poor takings. 

The 45-year-old house was re- 
modeled slightly over a year ago 
by E. M. Loew, of Boston, at cost of 
$25,000 for straight film policy, but 
didn’t do so well. Leased last 
to Izzy Hirst interests, which tried 
burly, vaude and sex shows with few 
weeks requiring black in. 


fall 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Peter B. Kyne and Richard Mai- 
baum are at work on the screen 
play of ‘Bad Man of Arizona,’ which 
Metro will film with Wallace Beery 
in the title role. Success of ‘Bad | 
Man of Brimstone,’ which also had! ror.’ 
Beery in the top spot, prompted the Picture gets under way after Mo- 
sequel. vita fulfilis her commitment witt 


Repeater for Movita 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Monogram has assigned Movita, 
now working in its ‘Rose of the Rio 
Grande,’ to the featured role in its 
next $100,000 budgeter, ‘Isle of Ter- 








Sam Zimbalist will produce Aztec Films in Mexico City. 


NW Exchanges Taking a Hand In 
Dual and Price-Slashing War 


+ . 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 


The admission price cutting and 
jouble-featuring war in this state 
is spreading to such an extent and 
threatening such serious repercus- 
sions in the industry that local 


branch managers, taking cognizance 
of the situation, will confer in in ef- 
fort to halt the battling 
for the conference ws 
made by W., A. Steffes, president f 
Northwest Allied, to W. H. Work- 
man, Metro exchange manager. Stef- 
fes asked Workman to call all branch 
heads together to discuss ways and 
means to ‘bring exhibitors to th r 
senses. 

Workman announces he will name 


Request 


a date for the meeting within the 
next fortnight. The recent North- 
west Allied convention adopted a 


resolution calling upon the distribu- 
tors to use their influence to remedy 
the situation. 

The Baehr Bros., independent cir- 
cuit operators, are blamed for start- 
ing of the present war. They built 
a new $150,000 theatre at Brainerd, 
Minn., in opposition to the two Ber- 
ger houses there and put in two 
changes of first-run double features 
a week at 10c. admission two nigh : 
and 15c. on two others. They also 
installed a similar policy at Bemidji, 
Minn., in opposition to Berger. Now 
Berger has gone to double-featur:ng 
and has cut his admission prices and 
other exhibitors in nearby towns are 
preparing to follo-y suit. 

In Brainerd the Baehrs have raised 
from a dime to 15c. for the double 
features, Large newspaper disp’ y 





| 


| 
} 


| nickel 


ads were utilized to explain the 
boost. The ads stated that 
to competitors’ interference 
to low admission prices, we are starte 
ing to charge 15c. five days a week, 
instead of a dime.’ 

At Thief River Falls, Minn., where 
the Baehrs have no opposition, they 
are charging 35c. admission for dual 
first runs, 


SCARED OFF STICKUP, 
FORGETS TO TELL COPS 


St. Louis, Feb, 22. 
After calmly refusing to turn over 
receipts of the St. Louis theatre, in 
mid-town, to a bandit last week, 
Fern Smith, cashier, became so ex- 


cited that she forgot to tell the cops 
about the incident for 90 minutes, 
Miss Smith said the man, a roughe- 
looking individual, approached the 
box office, and holding one hand in 
his pocket as if carrying a gat, dee 
manded she shove him the receipts. 
She refused, raising her voice seve 
eral times, and the disconcerted 
bandit fled down the street. 

Later, when she regained her calm- 
ness, a passing gendarme was notified 
of the incident. 

Detroit, Feb. 22. 

John L. Sullivan and Samuel 
Sawaya were convicted last week of 
robbing Monroe (Mich.) theatre of 
$1,600 last Dec. 6. 


‘Owing 








Thugs tied up Manager Joseph R. 
Denniston, of Family theatre, and 
five others after forcing Denniston to 
open safe, 


N. O. Asst. Mer.’s Jam 


ins, Feb. 22. 


New Orle 


Hugh Mahoney, 46, former assiste 
ant manager of the St. Charles theae 
tre, was charged by the district ate 
torney’s office v assault and robe 
bery Thursday (17) and bond set 
ifter $15,000. Muhoney is accused of 
tealing $14.50 and two kisses from 
young women in a house at 22 
South Robertson et, here. 

Arrested a few minutes after the 
alleged robbery, Mahoney denied 
taking either t ney or the 

| kisses.” He told pol.ce he was never 
in tne house, 
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‘Boris Goldreyer says: 
“Thank You My Friends!” 
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IN AMUSEMENT ADVERTISING! 


Show Business Rewards NEW YORK POST 
With Record Advertising Gains 
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1937 AMUSEMENT ADVERTISING LINAGE GAINS 


vearomctoes ( RARARKAARARKAKAAAAARRAAAR 
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wo bon 
JOURNAL-AMERICAN Kk 


CARARAAAAAAAAAAA 
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MAAAAAAAAARA 


NEW YORK SUN 
43,622 lines GAINED. 


WORLD TELEGRAM 
52,851 lines GAINED. 


NEW YORK TIMES 
75,044* lines GAINED. 


HERALD TRIBUNE 
84,519" lines GAINED. 


DAILY NEWS 

59,486* lines GAINED. Reported by Media Rec- 
ords, official index of news- 
paper statistics, from which 
Cosmopolitan advertising 
has been deducted from 
Journal-American. 


DAILY MIRROR 
56,869" lines GAINED. 


* Includes Sunday 














The Amusement industry has proved that adver- 
tising in The New York POST pays—at the box office 
—better than any other New York newspaper. 

1, The POST carried more Amusement advertising 

in 1937 than any other evening paper. 

2. The POST gained more Amusement advertising 
in 1937 (over 1936) than any other New York 
paper—morning or evening. 

3. The POST gained more Amusement advertising 
in 1937 (over 1936) than all the other evening 
papers combined. 

The POST has proved a box office attraction for 

neighborhood advertisers, too—the Bronx, Brooklyn, 





Queens—even summer theatres in Westchester, Long 
Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts and Maine. 

The Reason:—Simply that POST readers are ex- 
traordinarily interested in all amusements: movies, 
theatre, concerts, opera, lectures, dining, wining, 
dancing, night clubs. 

The POST is preferred by amusement devotees be- 
cause every branch of amusements is brilliantly 
covered in The POST. 

MOVIES—Archer Winston and Irene Thirer 
THEATRE—John Mason Brown and Wilella Waldorf 
MUSIC—Samuel Chotzinoff 
BROADWAY—Leonard Lyons—“The Lyons Den” 


The Amusement industry has rewarded The POST with record advertising linage and gains because The 
POST pays. For the same reason, the Amusement industry will continue to reward The POST with 
still more advertising. Three hundred thousand POST readers await your advertising message. 


Phone WHitehall 4-9000 TODAY. Cash in on The POST’S sales value TOMORROW. 


New Bork ost 


GUARANTEED NET PAID CIRCULATION 


300,000 


GOLDREYER, Megr., 








Amusement Advertising Dept. 


) BORIS WHitehall 4-9000 | 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
(Continued from page 17) 
o.k. on ‘Thanks for Memory’ but less 


on ‘Rosalie.’ ne 
Windup is bit mystifying, when all 
band hands swap positions and just 
do what they want. Effort patently 
that nonchalance to 


$0 


which it plays tunes from all over the 
world, finishing with ‘Bei Mir,’ sung 
by Johnny Jackson and Henry Wat- 
kins, orchestra members. 


Grace and Nikko burlesque the 
familiar ballroom dance in which 
they get a lot of laughs. They dis- 


play some good muscular tricks. 
Chaz Chase is spotted next to clos- 





is to ee Dae sunna-aerawias prt ing in his pantomine act. Appearing 
which the - aoe walk: Miaek 1 oben | baggy clothing, he eats every- 
Doesn't + tap xk Very Well, Mis thing, and finishes with a dance. 
reyviated. “Ta > , 

Or titai Green gets over well on} “ore Sere Lewis i his I 
Ph elections from her recent legit | .,2¢%48_ Jim Lewis and his Lone 
ovine Ho ‘Babes in Arms’ ‘Lady | Star Cowboys close, five-piece string 
musica’, J h > One Note? ‘Where | S'OUP appearing in ornate cowboy 
Tramp, Jo Phas ‘Old Feelin o* with | outfits. Mix popular and western 
pes yen es nation of ow she | tunes. One cowboy scores heavily 
am pre Mee gr might render | With ‘Gold Mine in the Sky,’ with 
suspects ome Sa demu Seamed | yodel finish. Forced to do encore. 
tagiontet Pate Bg Bh piso iahs | Act runs 18 minu es and is one of 
in yout = vetting off oe taffy. | the best of its kind to appear here. 
large ribbon setting | At show caught, bill ran 78 min- 


tinted tresses, a clever performer. 

Nicholas Bros. are first to the fore 
and come closest to whamming. 
Furious fusillade of foot-thwacking 
has the planks of the Par apron sag- 
ging. Harlem howling is a shade 
prolonged, considering the plethora 
of piping on the show as against the 
Nicks being the only hoofers. Pair 
just closed after long tenure in the 
Cotton Club, N. Y., show. 

At final flesh flourish Monday (21) 
night. the walls were warped by the 
banner biz Bert. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 20. 
Deutsch orch, Arthur La 
Fleur, Nora Williams, Roscoe Ates, 
Phil Lampkin’s pit orch; ‘Baroness 
and the Butler’ (20th). 

House production 
trated on George 
Birthday overture, using tableau 
through scrim for finale and _ nice 
hand. Opens with Arthur La Fleur 
is his class ring work, finishing with 
spin by teeth, slowing down and 
gaining momentum after maestro 
Phil Lampkin, who does the m.c.’ing 


Emery 


end concen- 
Washington's 


from the pit, gives it explanatory 
buildup. Gets nice hand despite his 
annual appearance. 


Nora Williams bounces out next to 
give ‘em several pops. Vocalizing, 
whistling, gestures and surprisingly 
smart farce hoofing win her right 
to make curtain speech in town she 
hasn't played in four years. Roscoe 
Ates next with some new gags, with 
a redheaded feeder is Barbara Ray 
and pit band that cooperates lively. 
Three deservéd bows. 

Emery Deutsch and band wind up 
with pops highlighted by Neil York’s 
vocalizing of ‘Did An Angel Kiss 
You’ and Deutsch’s fiddling of his 
own ‘Play Fiddle Play’ and ‘When a 
Gypsy Makes His Violin Cry.’ 
Katherine Hoyt leaving ’em begging 
for more after warbling ‘Thanks for 
the Memory’ and ‘Mama_ That 
Moon’s Here Again.’ Biz better than 
average, Craig. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 20. 
Benny Geodman’s orch, Eunice 
Healy, Martha Tilton, Johnny Woods, 
Gene Krupa, Teddy Wilson, Lionel 
Hampton, Sam Jack Kaufman pit 
erch; ‘She Married an Artist’ (Col). 
Benny Goodman's swingsters are 


turning the town topsy-turvy. 
They're being given most rousing 
welcome a stage show’s received 


here in age. His offerings constantly 
eeps payees on move. 

Band's versatility would seem to 
be enough to appease the average 
fans, but Goodman, besides his own 
calm and collected direction, throws 
in a raft of other acts. There’s Mar- 


tha Tilton who warbles ‘Loch 
Lomond: and ‘That Moon's Here 
Again’, with plenty of appeal. Like 


the other turns, she’s forced to beg 
off after an encore. With Gene 
Krupa, band’s drummer deluxe; 
Teddy Wilson at the piano and 
Lionel Hampton at the vibraphone 
combine to turn things into a mad- 
house. 

Johnny Woods is a versatile imp, 
range covering Fred Allen to Roose- 
velt. Eunice Healy offers spiffy 
tapping. , 

Overture, under Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s baton, provides variety in 
Capriccio Espagnol,’ plus a piano in- 
terlude, ‘Malaguena,’ with the Brown 

Wins, local gals, at the keyboards. 
Plus Frankie Connors’ rendition of 
an Irish tune. 


House bulging 
( 


Show Friday (18). 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 20. 
Johnny Perkins, Ruth Petty, Chaz 
Chase, Grace & Nikko, Vern Wilcox, 
Lone Star Cowboys; ‘International 
Settlement,’ (20th). 

House is working out new vaude 
Plan with reduced stage budget, hav- 
ing a headliner as m.c. with pit house 
orchestra moving to stage. This 
— Johnny Perkins is m.c. with 
oid and easy style. He wears street 
attire but would be funnier in the 
freshman cap and sweater he for- 
he rly wore, Ruth Petty scores 
a ily with her swing singing of 
Wile POPs. Show is opened by Vern 

COX, Who does an acrobatic dance 
ve 4 small platform. She returns 
iter with an effective drunk dance. 

House orchestra has a spot during 


at early evening 


Pete. 


utes, 16 minutes over scheduled time. 
Biz thin at final show Fridayw(18). 
Kiley. 
ESQUIRE, CHI 
(NEW) 
Chicago, Feb. 20. 
The Balabans’ latest venture is the 
near northside Esquire, operated in- 


dependently of Balaban & Katz. Cost 
to erect reported at $400,000. 


twice weekly change house, and has 
for its competition the Dearborn and 


| Theatre is a 1,400-seater and its 
| operating policy calls for a 50c top, 
| which places the house in B week 
bes Chicago’s pre-releases, It’s a 
| 
| Windsor, which are Balaban Thea- 
|tres houses, , and the  semi-arty 
| Cinema. 

Because of its proximity to the 
lake it was impossible to dig too 
deep, with the result that it was 


necessary to put the air-conditioning 
and cooling equipment in a specially 
| built roof. 

| Foyer and 
satinwood, main 


halls are in brown 
auditorium in a 
lighter greenish tone. ‘Seats are in 
blue, and are an innovation in that 
they do not tilt up, but merely slide 
back. 

There is no advertising either out 


front or in the lobby, but instead 
there are miniature stages which 
display current and coming attrac- 
tions. It’s a distinctive touch. 


Art and photographic exhibits are 
in the foyer and lounge. Balabans 
even plan building an ante-room, 
where a string quartet will play and 
tea and coffee served. 

In a town overrun with double 
features, the Balabans are going for 
ace single features here to buck the 
bargain idea in addition to the 
‘Esquire Hour,’ consisting of a fine 
selection of news and short subjects. 

Gold, 


Ops Got 21% of Gross; 


Minneapolis, Feb. 22. 

Producing figures showing that 
21% of his 1937 gross receipts at the 
Time theatre, loop sure-seater, went 
to the booth operators in wages, 
Bennie Berger, the owner, put a 
quietus on the men’s demands for an 
upping of the scale. 

Otherwise, however, there has 
been no agreement between the in- 
dies and union on a new contract. 
The operators have been demanding 
a 10-20° pay boost. Exhibitors are 
equally as insistent that there be no 
increase the first vear. The men are 
working without a contract at pres- 
ent while negotiations continue, and 
still are threatening to strike, 








(Continued from page 5) 


other keys, is denied as set by Jules 


runs starting March 4. 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
j Most sought after story 
Oz,’ screen rights to which have been 
owned by Samuel Goldwyn for sev- 
eral years. Five major companies 
have entered bids for the book, with 
Goldwyn holding off while he gives 


further consideration to the idea of 
producing it himself. 

Sudden interest in the varn is 
credited to the success of Walt Dis- 


ney's ‘Snow White.’ 
Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
RKO and. Warner Bros. have still 





failed to get together on terms for 
i‘Snow White’ for this territory 
| Other sales are stymied until WB 


| contract 


is completed. 

Boyd, now roadshowing ‘Chicago’ 
at the Erlanger, still trying to lasso 
the cartoon for indie preem here. 


| 


| 


| 





;}owners are going civic-minded 


| tion. 


| to 





' 


| pagne alongside a_ bottle 


Herbert’s New WB Deal 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
being negotiated be- 
Herbert and Warners, 
his home for the last four years, 
calls for a straight two-year term 
for the comic, with 40 salary weeks 
out of each 52. 

Additional concession asked 
Herbert is permission to halt 
work at 1 p. m. on days when he 
has radio broadcasting to do. 


deal 
Hugh 


New 
tween 


ELECT 2 NOVA SCOTIA 
FILM EXHIBS MAYORS 


Scotia 


Nova theatre 
On 
two film exhibitors 
were the mayoralty in 
then communities in the 
province, and each yithout opposi- 
Two of the same name 
candidates, one being defeated. 

Until a few years ago, the theatre 
men had been holding 
politics but, with matters of interest 
theatres and their owners and 
lessees, including taxation imposts 
and boosts, coming into unusual 
prominence, the theatre men decided 
it was better policy to emerge from 


picture 


the same day, 
eleeted to 


respective 


were 


by | 
film | 


aloof from | 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 


Latest twist in the midwest on the 
coin giveaway is something called 
‘the magic eye,’ a camera. setup| 


which takes the photo of persons as } 


The follow- 
certain day one of 
these photos is flashed on the screen, 
with the whose likeness it is 
entitled to a cash prize. If no one 
is there to identify his own kisser, 
then the money adds up to the next 
week's coin giveaway. 

Also there’s the new ‘questions and 


they enter the theatre. 


ng week on a 


person 


ULTRA VIOLET SOUND 
FQUIPMENT FOR RKO 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


the background and manifest per- | Work of installing new RCA ultra 
sonal interest in the civic govern- | Viclet sound equipment throughout 
. iva n C - , 
ments, Thus protecting their own| RKO studio will be completed by 
interests and that of the theatre | ‘he end of March. Nine sound stage 
. . c < c . 
field, generally. And, placing. the | channels, a re-recording channel and 
case of the theatres and those de- | 17 mixers, as well as new mechan- 
pendent on them squarely before the |'S™ for four sound tracks, have al- 


public. With resulting reduction of 
interferences, 

At New Glasgow, N. S., N. W. 
Mason, veteran operator of two thea- 
tres there has been 
second consecutive term in the local 
mayor’s chair. He had previously 
served two terms, At Springhill, 
N. S., A. J. Mason, veteran operator 
of a theatre there and formerly 


| steering two houses, was defeated for 


the mayoralty. At Shelburne, N. S., 
Frank S. King, proprietor of a thea- 


tre there, was elected mayor for the | 
' 


first time. 


So eager were the voters to get 


| Mayors Mason and King to run, that 


delegations with petitions waited on 
them and assured acclamation elec- 
tions. 


GORDON’S PIC SPOT 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
Roy Gordon, N. Y. stage actor, has 
been signed by Paramount for the 
role of nitery manager in ‘Cocanut 
Grove.’ 
Picture is in production. 


$8,500 Theatre Commish Suit 
Urichsville, O., Feb. 22. 

Milton J. Harris, Cleveland real 
estate broker, has filed suit against 
Edward S. Elgin for $8,500 claimed 
due as commissions in a deal in 
which the State here and the Lin- 
coln in nearby Dennison were sold 
for $8,500. 

Harris alleges that Elgin, acting 
for the Twin City Theatres Co., re- 
tained him in August to find a pur- 
chaser for the theatres. 


B’s Are D’s 





reelected to his | 





(Continued from page 3) 


of beer. 


| Everyone will favor the wine, with 





Levy, sales manager for RKO. Levy 
says that the kid price, which may 
be 25c, has not been determined 
on as yet for Mpls. and St. Paul | 





| 
| 


| 





|} an outstanding picture, wit! 


property | habit, 


| for films just now is ‘The Wizard of | 


| may be something else again. 


result that where there is an abun- 


| dance of good pictures available to 


| Cycle of Cartoons | 


| want the good ones only. 


most theatres, the public is going to 


Though there has been 
percentage of choice ‘A’ 
the market during the poe 
ever before, it is still held that this 


a larger 
pictures on 


s\..uld not encourage more singling | 


than prevails. Distributor leaders 
maintain that it is a very dangerous 
thing to try to single bill, even with 
certain 
exceptions. In communities 
England, where dualing is an 
a sudden shift to singles might 
be disastrous. Cartoons of fhe proper 
length, two or more reels, plus other 
dressing, might a way around 
bills carrying full-length fea- 


be 
two 


tures, but any procedure in that di- | 


rection is expected to come slowly 
if at all. 

‘Snow White’ will be 
in many situations, being a natural 
that, but any other pictures to 
follow that on a single-feature basis 
Para- 
mount experimented with ‘Weils 
Fargo’ on the west coast, playing it 


single-billed 


for 


with a two-reel Max Fleischer car- 
toon for a program of about the 
right length i. running time, and 
found results good, but no definite 
policy as a follow-up to that 

known to be contemplated. The 


company would regard it as danger- 
yus in dual-intrenched territorie 


. year than | 


like New | 
old 


ready been placed. 

First picture to get the benefit of 
the new device is ‘Joy of Living,’ 
|} with Irene Dunne and Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr. 


EASON’S ‘LIGHTNING’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

E. Reeves Eason directs ‘Swift 
Lightning,’ which Armand Schaefer 
lis producing for Republic. 
| Story is from a James Oliver Cur- 
wood novel, with the screen play by 
| Gertrude Orr and William Bartlett, 
and additional dialog by Jack 
Townley. 





idwest Going In for New Gags 
To Hypo the B. 0.; Quiz, Spelling 
Bees, Magic Eye, Coupons, Ete. 





New Theatres 





Penn Newsreel Theatre, Inc., will 
build a 500-seat newsreeler on West 
34th street, N. Y.. opposite Penn Sta- 


tion. Stanley Heller and Joseph 
Steiner head setup which will cost 
$150,000. 


Los Angeles. 

Fox-West Coast will erect a new 
800-seater on the site of its Nile 
theatre at Bakersfield. Present struc- 
ture is being demolished. 

Hollywood theatre has gone dark 
for seven weeks to permit a $30,000 
overhauling, during which § front 
opening will be enlarged to 50 feet. 
New equipment and seats are to be 
installed, 


Houston. 

Ptans for the construction of a 
$250.000 community center and 
suburban theatre were announced by 
Al Lever, city manager of Interstate 
theatres, with the purchase Saturday 
of a four acre site fronting 421 feet 
on South Main at Bellaire Boulevard 
and Marlborough Drive. 





| Interstate, at present, operates 
three down town, first run picture 
houses, and five suburban theatres 


showing second run _ pictures. A 
sixth suburban theatre is under con- 
struction at Yale and Washington, 
which is slated to open May 1, and 
plans have been announced for an- 
other playhouse at 2008 North Main. 
Construction on this project is sched- 
uled to start March 31. 


Los Angeles. 
| Fox Redondo Theatre Corp., Fox- 
West 


jits gr ound lease and abandoned 
plans for the erection of a= sub- 
sequent run house in the nearby 


Company has notified film dis- 
tributors to pigeonhole its second- 
run deal, thus leaving that field in 
the beach town to Pacific States 
Theatres. 

New Orleans. 

A theatre building boom is in 
progress here Avenue Theatre 
Corp. announced Saturday (19) 
that plans have been completed 
for the construction of a new house 


to replace the present Avenue. Work 


tarts in a few day 
Johnny Panzeca, operator of La 
Lune, French Quarter night spot, 


will open a new house, The Triangle. 
Work on the building will get under 
wav in a month 

The Gaiety, historic French Quar- 
er landmark destroyed by fire a few 





weeks ago, will be rebuilt. Re- 
building of the Capitol, destroyed by 
fire last vear, is also announced by 
United Theatres. 


Coast subsidiary, has cancelled | 


answers,’ with prizes both to lucky 


question-makers, and to those wha 
survive the quiz test on the theatre 
stage. Along the same road its 4a 
spelling bee stunt, with prizes fot 
customers suggesting words to be 
spelled and for those who manage 
to win the spell-down. These latte 
stunts are liked by the theatres be- 
cause they figure to get around the 
lottery angle which killed off 
screeno, banko and other ‘luck’ 
stunts In true-or-false, and the 
spelling bee, there is genuine evi- 
dence of skill necessary to cop off 
the coin. 

Other argles cropping up are 


coupon stunts, with and without tie- 
ups with the merchants. In the gen- 
eral run of this stunt, the gag is for 
the customer shop at the nabe 
stores and get 100 or 150 
of which for a full 
admission theatres. 

These few of 
the stunts which are booming like 
mushrooms in this territory. In all 
events the theatres are finding them- 
selves placed in the position of seeck- 
ing an extra-entertainment twist to 
give ‘em some box office wallop. 
They are no longer merely depend- 
ing on. straight selling of their 
screen offerings. 


to 
Coupons, 
redeemable 
the 
the top 


are 
price by 


are merely 


Reading, Pa., Feb. 

Theatres here have noted marked 
uptrend since District Attorney John 
A. Reiser put official clamp down 
on numbers racket, bookies and lot- 
teries coupla weeks ago. Film men 
are peeved, however, at city execs’ 


99 
aks 


oke on bingo halls, following sani- 
tation and fire inspection. Officials 


have ruled that so long as game ops 
do not offer cash prizes they will not 
be interfered with. P 
Utah’s Banko Test 
Salt Lake City, Feb. 22. 

In a spotlight of national interest, 
attorneys for 13 theatres in Salt 
Lake City, Ogden, Logan, Tremonton 
and Garland, Tuesday (22) prepared 
for state supreme court action to 
test authority of Utah Fair Trade 
Commission’s attack on ‘bank nights’ 


as unfair commercial competition. 
B.o. trade or cash stimulants have 
been held legal under gambling 


statutes of a number of states, but 

have never been attacked, it is said, 

under commercial practices laws. 
Gus P. Backman, secretary of the 


Salt Lake City chamber of com- 
merce and commission chairman, 
states that the test case would be 


considered by Utah’s highest judici- 
ary ‘within five or six days.’ 

The trade board recently took un- 
der advisement their demurrer to a 
complaint charging that conduct of 
‘bank nights’ constituted unfair ‘ser- 
vice industries’ competition. 

It was tacitly agreed that, to 
launch a test case, the commission 
would overrule the demurrers and 
that the theatres would endeavor to 
enjoin the board from ending ‘oank 
nights’ or similar giveaway practices. 

Ira H. Huggins and K. K. Steffen- 
son, theatre attorneys, in their ar- 
guments before the commission said 


theatres provide a service in the 
form of inforimation, even though 
that information is mostly amuse- 


ment. 

‘Additionally, we claim that any- 
one may give anything he owns at 
any time, and that there is no ele- 
ment of gambling, no form of lottery, 
in banks nights, because no consid- 
eration is involved.” said Huggins. 

‘The bank night in Utah,’ 


game 








‘is 


Steffensen added, copied icenti- 
cally to that employed in California, 


and the supreme court there has de- 
clared it legal.’ 
The trade commission, argued its 


attorney, Edward F. 
authority to impose 


tichards, has the 
‘cease and desist’ 


orders if the act of one concern 
causes a competitor to adopt similar 
practices to retain busine even 
though the latter disapproves of the 
system. 
Tulsa, Feb. 22 

Lottery charges against V. L 
*handler, white operator of the Rex 
in the Negro section of Tulsa, are 
being filed by A tant Cou \t. 
torney M. S. Simm 1 cont n 
with his ‘jack pot’ t. Action was 
begun upon equest of the Negro 
Ministerial Alliance and the citizens 


of the community, Simms 
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| EXPLOITATION 


By Epes W. Sarg:nt 





Warners In First 


With Life magazine using its pic- | 
Yorial reviews of the leading moiion | 
pictures, the other magazines are 


following suit. one of the latest being 
Capper’s Household. Warner Bros. 
alertly captured the first spread for 
a pictorial series on ‘The Adventures 
of Robin Rood’ with jllustra- 


tions, more than has ever been given 
by this publication to a single pic- | 
Lure 

With a circulation of 1,850,000, it | 
gives a splendid coverage, and the 
feature is well up toward the front, 
where it cannot be overlooked 


Plugging ‘Follies’ 


A model home, a five-room apart- 
ment to which nine companies con- 
tributed the last words in comfort 
and efficiency, was the focal point} 
of much of the United Artists’ cam- 
paign for ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ The 
home idea stemmed from Andrea 
Leeds in the picture, in which she 
is shown as a level-headed, clear- 


who is established in 
by the picture pro- 
ducers. The co-operation brought 
paid advertising from the various 
firms as well as window displays, to 
supplement the inspection of the 
model apartment. 

Broadcasts from the home offered 
the music of the film, which was the 
Jast stint of the late George Gersh- 
win, and as such commanded more 
than usual attention. The music was 
played by a dozen name leaders, and 
widely disseminated. 

Much stress was 


thinking girl 


such a home 


given Charlie 


-McCarthy in the advance work, with 


Zorina a close second, but the entire 


cast was played up. Especially 
strong co-operation was . obtained 
from the Times, Herald Tribune, 


World-Telegram, and Journal-Amer- 
ican. 

The entire idea of the campaign 
was designed to get away from the 
usual stuff worked on musicals, and 
to offer a fresh and engaging ap- 
proach. 


Had All the Dwarfs 


Oklahoma City. 

Standard Theatres threw every- 
thing but the well bucket into ex- 
ploitation for ‘Snow White,’ appear- 
ing currently at the Criterion. Asa 
starter a d«iegation of seven dwarfs 
and Snov. White called on Gov. E. 
W. Marland and presented him with 
a comp to the show. Miss Helen 
Holden, Criterion exploitress, ap- 
peared as Snow White, and seven 
young men, dressed appropriately 
and with false faces of the dwarfs 
with the name of each painted on, 


represented her pals. Later this 
same troupe appeared in all the 
downtown department stores and 


carried on conversation with the cus- 
tomers. In return Snow White copy 
was carried in all the store ads ap- 
pearing currently in the local papers. 
Later the troupe visited orphan 


|homes of the city and invited the 
}orphans to a free showing. A row 
of compo-board dwarfs stretched 
across entire front of the theatre and 
|Snow White covered the entire box 
i office the ticket office in the 
| center of her skirt. 


at +h 
Wiitli 


Breaking In ‘Pen’ 


Ed Rosenbaum put plenty into his | 


campaign on ‘Penitentiary’ at the 
{Olympic theatre, Altoona, Pi He 
got 150 lines by three in the local 
paper’s classified space th ticke t 
prizes for those who could find the 
lletters spelling the title cattered 
through the classifieds Old stuff, 


| 
| 
oe it worked 


He used three men in p! 1 
form and a guard with a rifle to 
perambulate the street, and promot- 
ed 500 carnations, 200 of which were 


sent to prominent persons the day 
| before the opening with a sales card. 
iThe others were given out in the 


lobby, which was dressed to suggest 


la prison environment. A siren was 


| blown every 15 minutes and another | 


siren was in the radio station to back 
up spot announcements. There was 
an estimate contest in a dimery, 


with 10 prizes, and 3,000 printed 
candy bags, while the employees 
wore sashes to plug a Jena Parke 


sundae, Kept business humming. 


Pirated a Spot 
Asbury Park. 

Two days before the opening of 
‘Buccaneer’ at the Mayfair here a 
pirate flag, replete with skull and 
cross bones, appeared at the top of a 
flag pole on a city-owned beachfront 
building. 

The city administration and the 
beach commission, engaged for the 


past year in a bitter political fight to 
determine control of the beach re- 


sources, looked daggers at each other 
and denied knowledge of the affair. 

The local newspaper and several 
metropolitan dailies gave the yarn 
a good spot, and the Associated Press 
supplied its members with a wire 
story. 

A special detachment of police was 


ordered to the scene, where a 24- 
hour watch was kept to intercept 
anyone attempting to remove the 


black bunting. Nobody came for the 
flag. 

Manager Robert Jonasson of the 
Mayfair confessed that it was his 
idea, 


Had Disney Grad 
Rochester. 

Figuring on an extended run for 
‘Snow White’ at the Century, Man- 
ager Jay Golden of the RKO Palace 
put on big campaign before Palace 
opening despite assurance of capac- 
ity biz. 

Sibley’s, city’s largest department 
store, devoted ace window to Disney 
display and for first time in history 
Edward’s used seven main stem win- 
dows for a theatre tieup. Chain 





stores gave up best spots to Disney 
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merchandise and restaurants tied in 

with napkins and name desserts. 
Palace closed 

p. m. Thursday to put on 40c. re- 


regular show at 7 | 


—— 


served seat Hollywood opening of | 
Snow White.’ Mayor Lester Rapp | 
spoke from the stage, along with 


Herbert Bramley of the Chamber of 
|! Commerce and Joseph Magro, art 1n- 
structor in city schools, who worked 
|for a year in Disney studios on the 
‘Coast. Musie provided by 
| Grierson, organist, and Inez Quinn, 
| WHAM soprano. Program broad- 
|cast by WHAM. 


One Hour a Prez 
Just as a shove-off for the date at 


Music Hall, the very busy Tommy 
Kelly, star of ‘Tom Sawyer,’ was in 
ducted into office as acting presi- 
dent of the Borough of the Bronx 


last Wednesday, the day before the 


opening. Tommy was picked from 
the Bronx, and the stunt was to 
make his home bailiwick Kelly con- 
scious, 

He was sworn in at 11 a. m. and 
given free rein until noon, but wa: 
titular prez until sundown. 

Tally-Ho 


| , 
Loew’s 


Fargo’ with a parade of Indians, 
|}cowboys and a stagecoach, not to 
| mention a float, when it opened the 
|Par picture. The stagecoach really 
| was an old tally-ho and not the west- 
l'ern brand, but few New Yorkers 
|know the difference, and it looked 
lall right. With about 20 mounted 
riders the outfit looked important, 
and tied up Broadway at the lunch 
hour as it formed in the street out- 
sice the theatre. 

The cowboys were almost as du- 
bious as the coach, but it sold tick- 
ets, which was the important angle. 


Passes the Credit 


Apropos of a recent story from 
Dallas on a rush job on Judy Gar- 
land, Lionel H. Keene, credited with 
pulling the gag, asks that credit go 
to the house manager, Francis R. 
Deering, where it properly belongs. 
He just happened to be in town at 
the time on a supervisorial trip. 

The credits were taken from the 
story sent in by the theatre. 


Preferred Position 


Philadelphia. 

Harrisburg awoke on Sunday 
morning recently to find gigantic 
sign spread between the columns at 
the entrance to the Dauphin county 
courthouse. It said: ‘See Portia on 
Trial, Not at the Court House, but at 
the State Theatre Now.’ It remained 
up until late in the afternoon and 
attracted considerable attention un- 
| til county employes removed it. 

Johnny Rogers, manager of 
State, and two of his employes hung 
the sign at 4 a.m. Sunday. No threats 
were made against Rogers for de- 
facing the property. 


Candy for 6,500 


Detroit. 

Tieup with Kraft candies, whereby 
every kid Saturday matinee got free 
package of Kraft Caramels, resulted 
in 6,500 giveaways and hypoed 
grosses for Jane Withers’ p. a. at the 
Fox theatre here. 

Stunt, arranged by Jack Hurford, 
not only failed to hurt theatre’s reg- 
ular candy counter but actually 
hypoed this angle too. Reason: kids 
weren't given free candy until they 
left theatre. 











Pop ‘Tom Sawyer’ 

United Artists has arranged with 
the Grosset & Dunlap Co. for a 75c 
| edition of ‘Tom Sawyer’ to be used 
| for exploitation purposes. It is illus- 
| trated with scenes from the Selznick 
| picture, with Tommy Kelly in the 
|lead, and makes a very attractive 
| volume. 

The picture is an almost automatic 
| hookup for libraries in the matter of 
joy markers and other exploitation, 

and most libraries will be glad to 
| obtain stills for the bulletin board 
and give other cooperation. And no 
manager is doing his full duty by 
himself or his theatre unless he con- 
tacts the Parents-Teachers Assn. It’s 
||a natural for them, too. Where time 





| permits, it will not a bad idea to 


offer a few of the books as prizes in 
essay contests. Their price makes 
them exceedingly cheap exploita- 
tion. 


Pony | Express 


Pampa, Texas. 
Jarrel Rhea, local theatre man- 
ager, believes in doing his own 














“Sally, Irene 
and Mary” 


—_o— 


ith Av. & 50th St. 


ROXKY 


ALL ec TO 
SEATS 25 1PM. 





—On the Stage— 


A NEW STAGE 
SHOW 





stunts up right. For pix ‘Pony Ex- 


60 miles a day. 

Stunt also tied in with local Old 
Timers celebration during showing 
of film. 











ROBERT TAYLOR 
in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s 


“A YANK AT OXFORD” 





BADIO 
ciTY 





“TOM SAWYER” 


‘Rosalie’ in Can. 


of the British division of Regal Films 
|}and now in charge of publicity and 
exploitation for MGM in Canada, had 
Nelson Eddy telegraph an invite to 
the Winnipeg garrison of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police to attend 
the Winnipeg premiere of his latest 
film. ‘Rosalie’ at the Capitol theatre. 








Spectacular Stage Productions 











The wire explained that Eddy’s ex- 
: perience in making ‘Rose Marie’ had 
(Continued on page 31) 





Tom | 


State, N. Y. went for ‘Wells | 


the | 


press’ dolled himself up in cowboy | 
outfit, hired a horse and ferryed the | 
films 250 miles from Oklahoma City | 
to Pampa astride the pony. Averaged | 


Dewey Bloom, formerly in charge | 


Omaha. 


| Columbia Omaha exchange switch 
in personnel sent Jack Armm, sales- 
|man, to Albany branch. Mike Roth 
in from Kansas City to succeed 
|Armm, according to Manager Izzie 
| Weiner. Company closed out its ex- 
ploitation department in K. C. Roth 
assumes new duties Jan. 24 after 
hospital siege following major opera- 
tion. Phil Dunas, company district 
manager, spent couple of days last 
week in Omaha office. during one 
of his routine drives around district 
inaugurating company spring sales 
drive, 


Wayne Briggs has purchased the 
Pilger theatre, Pilger, Neb., from 
| John Quinn, and Wayne Carson, 


owner and operator respectively. 
Ralph Goldberg takes over active 
operation of the Dundee, ace nabe. 


~_-— - 


Philadelphia. 

Strand theatre, Atlantic City, being 
entirely remodeled. 

Understood that Morris Spiers, 
formerly associated with Morris L. 
|Fineman in Admiral theatre, will 
| take over Lenox. 

Apollo, Gloucester, N. J., renamed 
the King. 

Windsor and Tioga theatres, re- 
cently purchased by Charley Segall 
and Lewen Pizor, being extensively 
remodeled. 

Oscar and Harry Stiefel will build 
new house in Ephrata, Pa., in addi- 
tion to one they already have there. 

Warner Brothers to build new 650- 
seater house on Broad st. in Oak 
Lane section of Philly. Dave Supo- 
witz architect. Expected to be com- 
pleted early in fall. 

A. Notopoules, op of State, Green- 
castle, Pa., making extensive renova- 
tions to large store in Lancaster 
preparatory to opening it as film 


house. Will spend about $26,000. 
Akron, O. 
The Shea interests of New York 


City operators of the Colonial here 
and several houses in nearby towns 
have leased the Harkness at Clyde, 
O., and the Lion and Bellevue at 
Bellevue, 


Fairmont, W. Va. 

Ground for a neighborhood house 
on East Side will be broken March 1, 
and it is expected to open by June 
1. John S. Urse and Joseph Mor- 
rone, who reside here, and have 
houses in Rivesville, Grand Town 
and Everettsville, nearby points, are 
behind the project. Cost will be 
approximately $20,000. 





Troy, N. ¥. 

With the promotion of Melvin Co- 
hain from assistant manager of War- 
ner Brothers’ Troy theatre to man- 
ager of the chain’s Palace in James- 
town, N. Y., John Keenehan has been 
upped from chief usher to assistant 
manager here. 





Baltimore. 

With Lichtman interests taking 
over the colored combo Howard, in 
Washington, from Sam Stieffel, Nat 
Rosen, house manager there, shifts 
to Stieffel’s Royal in Baltimore suc- 
ceeding Joe Kane, who returns to 
Philly. Stieffel will continue to book 
both houses, 





Oklahoma City. 
E. A. (Pat) Patchen, from publicity 
director at Main Pueblo, Cooper En- 
terprises, to Standard Theatres in 
Oklahoma City. 
Jimmy Burge, formerly manager 
of the Midwest, exploitation man- 
|ager for all the Standard Theatres 
| name houses. 
Pat Patchen, former Denver the- 

| atre man, takes the same job for the 
company’s nabe spots. 








Atlanta. 
Avondale Estates. suburban com- 


munity, will get its first theatre, 





: : Columbus. 

New Indianola, 600-seat nabe, will 
open Friday. Lee J. Hofheimer is 
manager, 





St. Louis. 

J. J. Jacobson. Davenport, Ia., con- 
ese store in downtown section of 

ubuque, Ia., into pic house at 
of $40,000. ' — 

The Campus Theatre Corp., Cham- 
paign, Mi. holding up completion of 
te house on Sixth near Green 
c ree 

William Garrison, Cross ville, Tenn.. 
| erecting $25,000 theatre in Crossville 
| which will be leased to the Cumber- 








| land Amus. Co. of Nashville. Tenn. 
| W. P. Florence, Magnolia, Ark 
| building $10,000 house in that city, | 
G. W. Haynes, owner “al 
Tiptonville, Tenn., has let contract 
for new house to replace one recently 
destroyed by fire. 
The Hollywood, in downtown St 
Louis, shuttered, 


name of the Irma, nabe. 
City theatre. 


ates the Yale, Dakota. Le xington and 
Normandy. 


to University 


na Lincoln. 
Division Manager Finske's 
managerial jugyle in the J. H. 
Cooper Enterprises this week result- 


Lou 








Theatres-Exchanges 








of Strand. | 


Harry Greenman has changed the | 


Greenman also oper- 


ed in the following moves: FA. 
Patchen comes off the city manager 
seat in Pueblo, Colo., to become ac. 
sistant to Walter B. Shuttee in Ok}. 
homa City. Ike Hoig moves from 
the Trail, Colorado Springs, to Puep. 
lo. Kenny Mead was hauled from 
the top spot at the Orpheum here to 
fill Hoig’s old place. City 
Bob Huffman, Lincoln, hired 
ard Goldman, formerly of Sit. J: 
Mo., to fill Mead’s place. 
Ralph Hintze, who has just fin. 
ished building the $15.000 Chief in 
Tecumseh, Neb., onened as the firct 


Menagcer 
Le ON 


eph, 


opposition for F. M. Honev’'s Tecum- 
seh in 25 years. It’s a 2,700 tow: 
Frank Thomas reopened (15) the 


Brownsville, Neb. Opera House 
shuttered since December 

City officials have bought a two- 
story building in Holbrook. Neb.. to 
be used as a Town Hall and theitre. 





Salt Lake City 
Norman E. Sprowl has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Utah theatre, 
succeeding Charley Pincus, who be- 
came manager of the burg’s rewest 
deluxer, the Centre. Le Grande 
Campbell is assistant to Sprow!] 


Houstor 
The building of the Boulevard 
theatre, an independent suburban 


picture house on Harrisburg Boule- 
vard, was sold Thursday to Frank D. 
Wilke, operator of the theatre for the 
past 14 years, for $40,000, by the Pu:t 
Houston Investment Co. 


Denver. 
Edwin and Arthur Bluck have 
fiven over their Grand theatre at 
Littleton, Colo., to Geerge Luce. Luce 
was formerly operator of a theatre 
at Bayard, Neb. 
Clarksburg, W. Va 
Harry Gantz, manager of the Ritz 
theatre here for three years, trans- 
ferred to the Capitol, Steubenville, O. 


New York. 

Morris Epstein, who quit as branch 
manager in New York for Grand 
National recently, moved into the 
Republic camp Monday (14), taking 
over this company’s N. Y. exchange. 
He succeeds Jack Bellman, who has 
become eastern district 
ager for Rep. 

George Seed now managing Del- 
Mar theatre, Broadway and 138th 
St. New York City. Formerly 
worked for Fox theatres. 


sales man- 


Youngstown, O., Feb. 15. 

More than 350 patrons walked 
quietly from the Palace here shortly 
after fire broke out in the projec- 
tion booth, destroying three reels of 
film and damaging the projection 
equipment to the extent of several 
hundred dollars. 

L. J. Frisch, owner of the theatre, 
will reopen as soon as the damaged 
equipment is replaced. 





Los Angeles. 

York theatre, nabe, sold by Ber- 
nard Leavitt to Dave Cantor, who 
will operate in conjunction with his 
Park theatre in the same area, and 
the Canoga Park in community of 
that name, 

Leavitt continues operation of his 
El] Miro, Santa Monica, and Granada, 
LaJolla. 

Charles Caballero, part owner of 
Cabart Theatres, purchased the Wil- 
shire, Santa Monica, from Chester 
Black and John Tingle. 





Pittsburgh. 
Harris Amusement Company has 
Switched Bill Peacock, circuit's St. 
Marys, Pa., manager who has just 
recovered from a long illness, to the 
Harris house in Beechview,. trans- 
ferring Jack Hooley downtown te 


(Continued on page 31) 
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priscoll, Sobol Vice Melntyre 


oO. O. MclIntyre’s advance columns 
run out March 7, via the McNaught 
syndicate, at which time Charles B. 
Driscoll, for 13 years the late 
columnist’s editor at McNaught’s, 
takes up regular duties writing a 
New York Day by Day pillar. 
Driscoll, who with Harry Silvey, 
broker, and Gene Buck, both long- 
time friends of the McIntyres, were 
the only New Yorkers to accompany 
the widow to Gallipolis, O., for the 
burial last week, returned with 
formal approval from Mrs, Margaret 
McIntyre to carry on her husband's 
column. 

Meantime, Louis Sobol is also to 
attempt filling the late columnist’s 
shoes—and space—-at least so far as 
the Hearst papers are concerned. On 
direct orders from W. R. Hearst, 


King Features started Monday (21) | 


spotting Sobol’s Voice of New York 
(a titular shift from his long-stand- 
ing Voice of Broadway column) into 
the same, single-col. lead space in 
th. second sections of all the Hearst 
Which, of course, eliminates 


pa pers. ° 
Driszoll’s column from MclIntyre’s 
accustomed groove in the Hearst 


papers, and incidentally eliminates 
Driscoll from any N. Y. outlet thus 
far. 

Mrs. McIntyre, of course, will have 
no interest in Driscoll’s column 
other than their longtime 


McNaught syndicate that the move 
is with her full approval and that 
she’s certain this is what Odd would 
have wanted. She left Gallipolis al- 
most immediately after the services 
to make a secret sentimental visit to 
Cincinnati, for that was the scene of 
their early married life. Gallipolis 
will be one of Mrs. McIntyre’s homes, 
along with her 290 Park avenue, 
New York, apartment. 

Driscoll, as McIntyre’s editor at 
the syndicate and longtime friend, 
had the presses stopped on the April 
Cosmopolitan printing run in order 
to write an obituary foreword on 
his biog of ‘The Life of O. O. Mc- 
Intyre. Cosmo, at the same time, 
decided to run the biog in its en- 
tirety, now to be six chapters, in- 
stead of the original two-part serial. 
Bill Lengel is placing the book 
rights, for which several bids are in. 
Warner Bros. has an option on the 
film rights which expires tomorrow 
(Thursday), and is said to have 
cabled Paul Muni, asking if he'd 
care to create the screen role. 

Driscoll will maintain the pattern 
as Well as the title of N. Y. Day by 
Day, including many of MclIntyre’s 
original phrases, since it’s so well 
known to the readers and the 
editors. He will also adhere to the 
basic premise of no quarrels with 
the other columnists, because, as 
Driscoll says, ‘Who cares but the 
columnists? I’m sure the public 
isn’t concerned.’ 

McNaught is putting on a sales 
campaign for Driscoll now, although, 
ot course, McIntyre’s 500-odd papers 


will be reduced in view of the 
Hearst move on behalf of Louis 
Sobol. Incidentally, Sobol was one 


of McIntyre’s most devoted journal- 
istic disciples and admirers, so that’s 
one of those breaks in the news- 
paper whirl. This will be the first 
McNaught campaign on Driscoll, al- 
though he’s had a byline political 
column, ‘Look Here!’ (which 
called ‘The World and All’ prior to 
Jan. 1 last), but because of Driscoll’s 
position he felt McNaught shouldn't 


favor one of its own executives over | former 


its other clients. 

Frank J. Markey last week took 
over that column and over the week- 
end arrangements were made at Mc- 
Naught’s to relieve Driscoll of many 
details, although he’ll continue as 
editor and maintain his contacts with 
the syndicate’s clients. Bob McNitt, 
son of V. V. MeNitt, prez of Mce- 
Naught’s, will absorb some of that 
detail. 

Sobol’s switch to ‘Voice of New 
York’ is in line with the Hearst- 
King Features idea to make him 
more general, a la the McIntyre 
pattern, and not chiefly Broadway. 
King tried to get McNaught to handle 
Sobol, just as King bought McIntyre 
Irom McNaught’s for the Hearst 
Papers, but the idea didn’t jell when 


\t was decided Driscoll essay N. Y. | 


Day by Day. 
Alvany Diecese Lists Mag Bans 


In the Albany Catholic Diocese’s 
crusade against ‘filth in print,’ there 
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dominantly sexy; (c) those featur- 
ing illicit love; (d) those carrying 
indecent and _ suggestive  illustra- 
tions; (e) those ‘publishing dis- 
reputable advertisments.’ 

The clean-up drive for which 
there is a diocesan director (a 
priest) and priest directors for each 
city, has already brought jail sen- 
tences to three Albany men. 


Bill te Protect Newshounds 


Reporters and news photograph- 
ers would be protected against in- 
terference while engaged in the per- 
formance of their duties under the 
terms of a bill introduced last week 
in the New York State Legislature 
by Senator William J. Murray, Man- 
hattan Democrat, and Assemblyman 
tobert J. Crews, Brooklyn Republi- 
can. The measure would make such 
interference third degree assault. 

A similar charge would be brought 
against any person who ‘strikes, 
beats or wounds’ a newshound or 
cameraman. The bill is designed to 
check strong arm tactics which have 
been used on reporters and picture 
snappers in many instances during 
recent years. 


Get Winehell Up Early 


Walter Winchell got up in the 
middle of the night Monday (21) to 
lunch with Lord Beaverbrook, who 
sails back to London today (Wednes- 
day), and Capt. J. M. Patterson, pub- 
lisher ot the N. Y. News. Beaver- 
brook once before wanted Winchell’s 
column for his London Express, but 
glossary, which 
now regretting he didn’t 

purposes of prestige, at 
thought was a silly re- 


Winchell, 
accept for 
that time 
quest. 

Beaverbrook has been in América 
on vacation; the Bahamas, Florida, 
etc. 


Logan to Hearst? 


Reported Major Archie Logan, 
general manager for Seattle Daily 
Times. has been contracted by 


Hearst. Logan has been factor in 
Times getting heavy biz of recent 
years. 


Logan's 
known: one 


prospective 
rumor 1s 


spot not 
that he may 
step in at the Seattle Post-Intelli- 
gencer, where President Roosevelt's 
son-in-law, John Boettiger, is in top 
position 


Wheeler, Bell Cop Prizes 
Romney Wheeler, Atlanta AP staff 
man, was awarded first place for his 
six articles on ‘What's in a Jail’ in 
1937 contest sponsored by Associated 
Dailies in Florida. Articles were 
written when Wheeler was member 
of city staff of St. Petersburg, Fla., 
Times. 
Jack Bell, sports 
News, was awarded 
best editorial. 


ed of Miami 
first prize for 


Borscht Actor Turns Author 

Solen Burry, legit and borscht 
circuit alumnus, who was formerly 
in burlesque, has taken a fling at a 
book. Ann Watkins is agenting his 
first effort ‘Principal Comic.’ 

Burry is currently playing in the 
road company of ‘Having Wonderful 
Time.’ 


"Nother Pic Mag 

Focus is a new monthly 
magazine out last week. Mag has of- 
fices in N. Y. Leslie T. White, for- 
mer policeman and author of several 
books, is editor. Huntington Sharp, 
associate picture editor of 
News-Week, is managing editor. 

Alma Portegal, is handling motion 
picture photographs for the mag. 


picture 


Bernard Peddling Play 
Lawrence Bernard in N. Y. to try 


to place his play, ‘Lars Killed His! ‘ 
p on ve j for or against the legal government | 


Son.” Was tried out at the Pasadena 
Community Playhouse. 

Is also trying to place a first novel 
titled ‘Three Lives.’ 

Pieture Mag Suspends 

Picture, one of the 
founded photographic mags, discon- 
tinued publication with its second 
issue, J. V. Tarlton was editor, and 


recently 


the J. Stirling Getchell advertising { K 
| 


agency was heavily interested. J. 
Paschall Davis was president. 

There is a possibility of resuming 
publication later on. 


Prize for Play on Lincoln 


Southwestern Indiana Civic Asso- 
ciation is sponsoring a $1,000 play 


are five classifications for the 100-| contest, script to deal with the life 
oid ‘banned’ magazines, lists of | of Abraham Lincoln during his 
which have been given to zone| residence in Indiana from 1816-30. 
C#ivassers checking news stands and |Contest closed Jan. 1. Play must 


drug stores, 


The plan is patterned | have three acts and run two and a 


atier the Legion of Decency ratings | half hours. , 


On motion 
sfoupings 


pictures, 
are: 


The magazine 
(a) those glorifying 


Civic Association 
of the royalties of 


Southwestern 
will control 25% 


crime and criminals; (b) those pre-|the winning ms. 
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Revert to Type 


Popularity of Jimmy Walker 
with actors was_ startlingly 
manifested at the Press Pho- 
tographers Ball in New York 
last Friday. 

The actors, themsetves  be- 
seiged by autograph hounds, 
plagued the ex-mayor for his. 











Werld Copyright Crisis 

Copyright question of concern to 
authors, publishers and booksellers 
all over the world has been raised 
in the Netherlands courts. Concerns 
the Holland rights to Margaret 
Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind’ and 
hinges on the legal definition of the 
word ‘edite’ 
Convention. 
ing to the 


accord- 
publishers’ 


Interpretation 
Dutch 


into the public domain abroad. Such 
result might also apply to all U. S. 
music, plays, etc. 

Sinee the U. S. has never ratified 
the Berne treaty, foreign nations do 
not recognize our copyright except 
in cases where American works are 
also ‘published’ in a signatory coun- 
try. ‘Wind’ was ‘published’ in Can- 
ada and therefore comes under the 
protection of the agreement, accord- 
ing to the U. S. view. Dutch pub- 


Canadian publication, however. Claim 
that therefore ‘Wind’ may be pub- 
lished in Holland without royalties. 

Pointed out, however, that 27,000 
copies of ‘Wind’ sold in Canada were 
handled by the Canadian branch of 


English house. ‘Wind’ was not only 
bound in Canada, it is explained, but 
the Canadian branch 
own offices, issues its own separate 


catalogue, lists, advertises, distrib- 
utes and sells its own editions of 
literary works. 


Understood the claim of the Neth- 
erlands publishers is inspired by a 
recent case in which a Sax Rohmer 
story in Colliers’ mag was ruled as 


ment, because it was not actually 
published in Canada. In that case, 
however, only a few copies were sold 
in Canada and they were 
bound, advertised, etc., from the 
U.S., by a firm not having a Cana- 
dian branch. Case in the 
courts is being pushed by _ the 
Z.H.U.N. publishing house, but pre- 
sumably with 
Netherlands publishing firms. 


Philly Guild Trial Ends 

Trial by the Philly Newspaper 
Guild of nine members of the Philly 
Bulletin unit was completed with a 
second five-hour session Feb. 20. 
Special court named to hear the case 
took it under advisement, after all 
but one of the accused testified in 
his own behalf. 

Men are charged with negotiating 
with the Bulletin management with- 
out consent of the executive council, 
which is against natic 1al constitu- 
tion of the Guild. They claimed, in 
defense, that they had made numer- 
ous resquests for the council to ne- 
gotiate for them, but had received 
no satisfaction. As an outgrowth of 
this, counter-charges were made by 
a Bulletin man against two Guild 
execs for dereliction of duty for not 


aiding them to negotiate. These 
charges haven't been heard yet 


Quizzing Scribes on Spain 

Letters have been sent to 1,000 
American writers asking them to ex- 
press their attitude on Spain. In- 
| tention is to publish the results of 
the poll which is similar to one tried 
out in England recently. Questions 
asked are, ‘Are you for or against 
Franco and Fascism?’ and ‘Are you 


of Republican Spain?’ 

Results of the English poll were 
127 anti-Franco and Fascism: 16 no- 
opinions and five pro-Franco. 
is being conducted by the League of 
American Writers, of which Donald 
Ogden Stuart is president. 





| LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
Joseph Krock, 78, father of Arthur 
rock, Washington correspondent of 
|'the N. Y. Times, died Feb. 18 in San 
| Diego, Cal. 

J. Wallace Hoyt, 68, former At- 
lanta book publisher, died of pneu- 
| monia Feb. 18 in Jacksonville, Fla., 
| after brief illness. Formerly 
ident of Martin & Hoyt Co. 
| Mrs. Burt Kline, 45, wife of the 
publisher of the Homestead Messen- 
| ger and Squirrel Hill Times, Pitts- 
burgh neighborhood papers, died at 


presi- 


a lingering illness. A son-in-law is 
Charles Holstein, reporter for the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

Caspar W. Hodgson, 69, publisher 
jand editor, died in N. Y., Feb, 17. 





| He was the founder of the World 
| Book Co. 


Francis West Clarke, 52, executive 
editor of Atlanta Constitution, died 
Feb, 26 in Atlanta of bronchial pneu- 
monia aiter week's illmess. He was 
widely known to producers, agents 
and others connected with the legiti- 
mate stage. 

James McCoy, 66, Philly news- 
paperman, who served as secretary 
to Governor Sproul, of Pennsylva- 
nia, died in Harrisburg, Pa., Feb. 17. 
He worked on all Philadelphia news- 





(publish) in the Berne | 


claim 
would throw all U. S. literary works | 


lishers challenge the validity of the | 


Macmillan & Co., which is a separate | 
offshoot (as is the U. S. office) of the | 


maintains its | 


not coming under the Berne agree- | 


printed, | 
Dutch | 


the backing of other | 


Poll | 


}by the Philadelphia 


| for all except 
her home in that city, Feb. 16, after | 


papers and during the past few years 
had been operating a news service 
from Harrisburg. 

Fred Wathey, 68, one-time editor 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis papers, 
died in Glendale, Calif., Feb. 20. His 





widow and a son survive. 
CHATTER 
Thomas Mann here for a lecture 
tour. 


Joe Furnas and wife off for a six 
week trip to South America. 

George Phair, Hearst humorist, in 
Hollywood for sunshine bracer. 

Frances Bolton, wife of Whitney 
Bolton, has sold a story to McCall’s. 

Phil Stong is writing a history of 
the horse for Stokes as yet untitled. 

Alan Collins of the Curtis Brown 
office, recovering from minor opera- 
tion. 

Coward - McCann 
Thornton Wilder's 
April. 

Sarah 
the William C. 


agency. 


publish 
Town’ in 


will 
‘Out 


Lengel literary 


Gerald L. Kaufman, architect and 
amateur magician, author of ‘How's 
Tricks?’ 





|N. Y. Herald Tribune to join the 
|New Yorker, 

David Lamson, film writer, sold 
his fiction piece, ‘Once in My Saddie,’ 
to Satevepost. 

Ellery Queen revealed as two col- 
laborating authors, Frederic Dannay 
and Manfred B. Lee. 
| Blue Ribbon Books issuing a new 

fiction series to be called Triangle 
| Books. Will sell for 39c. 

Anita Loos completed her Samuel 
Goldwyn deal and will vacation be- 
| fore reporting back to Metro. 


Authors League tossing its annual 


lelbow bending benefit at the Rain- 
|bow Room, N. Y., Sunday (27). 


Lippincott has postponed publica- 
ition of ‘Both Sides of the Micro- 
|phone’ by Gardner & Hayes until 
March. 

| Bill Lengel, N. Y. literary agent, 
has sold a story to Esquire titled 
‘The Genius Himself,’ dealing with 
Theodore Dreiser. 


Joan London is working on a 
biography of her father, Jack Lon- 
don. Doubleday: will publish the 
book next summer. 

John V. A. Weaver, whose recent 
Hollywood chore was the scripting 
of ‘Adventures of Tom Sawyer,’ is 
ill in a Colorado Springs sanitarium. 

Elizabeth Cobb’ Brody, Irvin 
Cobb’s novelist daughter, returned 
to her father’s Santa Monica home 
after divorcing Alton A. Brody in 
Las Vegas. 

Fran Striker, scripter of 
Ranger’ serial over WXYZ, Detroit, 
and Mutual, is putting finishing 
touches on a novel with ‘Ranger’ as 
central figure. 





Janet Riesenfeld, whose ‘Danger in 

Madrid’ will be published in March 
jby Funk & Wagnalls, and now in 
Mexico City filling a dancing en- 
| gagement, is the daughter of Dr. 
| Hugo Riesenfeld, 
Detroit Times (Hearst) is publish- 
ing a new pic tabloid weekly with 
its Wednesday editions. Pic section, 
devoted entirely to Michigan photos, 
is seen as another bid for weekday 
i circulation honors, now held by De- 
troit News. Times’ afternoon rival. 

Whittlesey House has contracted 
for a,book on China by H. R. ‘Bud) 
Ekins, Seripps-Howard and U. P. 
; correspondent in the Orient for six 
years. Theon Wright, far Eastern 
cable editor of the U. P. will col- 
laborate. Publication is due in April 

Cal Tinney, 


in the N. ¥ 


whose column appears 
Post, will be handled 
Ledger syndi- 


cate. Tinney presently has five pa- 
pers, including the Philadelphia 

tecord, which is opposition to the 
Ledger, whose yndicate handles 
i him. 

Following protests over blue-paper 
Wall Street edition, Detroit News 
last week shifted back to white paper 


ts final sports edition 


which is printed on orange stock. | 
Dark-hue blue paper, used for sev- 
eral months, was found to lack readi- 
| bility, especially for stock market 


quot ations, for yv 


used, 


hich the paper was 


Rollits now associated with | 


Sanderson Vanderbilt has left the | 


‘Lone | 


r 





Theatres-Exchanges 








(Continued from page 30) 





| the small-seat Palace. Richard Craig 
| gocs trom the Palace to Salem. O., 
| and Ken Hoel, formerly of the pub- 
licity department, stays at St. Marys. 
M:x Shulgold, former R-K-O sales- 
mon here, has joined the Gaumont- 
Bvitish staff under Mark Goldman 





Albany, N. Y. 


' Arthur Newman 


appointed man- 
}aver of Buffalo as well as Albany 
ofice -{ Grand National. He will 
iso cover some New England terri- 
|} tory, also 
Oklahoma City 
R. FE. Griffith Theatres, Inc.. sub- 
sidiary of Griffith Amusement Co., 
has opened a new $50,000 house at 
Clarksville, Tex. Furman Wolf, 


Los Angeles 

Ted Stiles is the new office man- 
‘sor for National Screen Service's 
tl. A. exchange, succeeding P. A 
Palsley, who has been made branch 
manager of the concern’s new Den- 
| ver exchange. George Mitchell has 
ivined NSS as salesman, renlacing 
.\1 Blumberg, recently shifted to 
\rizona. Firm moved into its new 
building last week. 








| 

| Exploitation 
| (Continued from page 30) 
| lait a soft spot in his heart for the 
| RCMP boys and would they please 


accept his invite. They did and 
paraded to the theatre in full dress, 
gave the cash customers a treat. 

Best publicity break the show got 
was a front page play in the Winni- 
| peg Free Press about a woman trap- 
per from the north country in town 
for the first time in eight years. 
| I'emme reporter from the sheet took 
| the sourdough in tow, introduced her 
| to the current fashions in women’s 
| clothes, reintroduced her to lipstick 
|} and powder and then took her along 
to see her first talking picture, ‘Ro- 
alic” by a mere coincidence or 
otherwise, 


——_ 


Shot Biz In 


Oklahoma City. 

After fancying up the front of the 
| Midwest with everything from cow- 
| boy-ushers to a display of such 
muscum pieces as old guns, saddles, 
bridles, ete., manager Todd Fergu- 
son decided there weren't enough 
people passing by to see this ‘Bad 
Man of Brimstone’ display, and de- 
ci’ed to do something about jt. 

Two pistol shots fired into the air 
did the trick very nicely. Hardly 
| had the smoke died btfore a collec- 
'tion of ambulances, fire trucks and 

cout cars sdooted to a sudden halt 
in front of the Midwest. Before the 
‘investigation’ ended, scores of 
| people were standing around to find 
out about the excitement. Having 
stopped. they became engrossed in 
the wild west display advertising in 
no uncertain terms that this was the 
| «vandaddy of all super-thriller west- 


erns, 


Net results: One usher booked 
or suspicion of firing a deadly 


| weanon within the city limits—for 
which Mr. Ferguson took all the 
blame, and that night a line-up half 
a block long swamping the b.o. 


Got a Break 


York, Pa. 

A broad break, quickly taken ad- 
vantage of, helped Jules Reisman, 
manager of the Capitol here, to put 
across a sock campaign on ‘Holly- 
, wood Hotel.” A new downtown music 
; store had its opening on the same 
day as the pix. Reisman got the 
store to put in plenty of cut-outs and 
|atills on ‘Hotel’ and to plug the 
| music throughout the day. Singers, 
pipe organ artists and pianoists as 
well as instrumentals and orchestra 
nlayed the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ num- 
bers all day. 

Store was offering souvenirs to 
visitors and had thousands of peonle 
in and out of the place during the 
day, so that picture was well sold. 

Reiman also used svecial menus 
in ho'*ls and had one house put on 
t ‘Hollywood Hotel’ dinner. and an- 
other feature ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
esckiail 


Ski Stuff 
Ss attle 


Tov exovloitation this week is for 


the short cubject, ‘Ski Flight’ (WB) 

Paramount theatre, as loca! ski 
n-tructor and ski cvach at U. of 
Wash.. Otto Lang, is featured there- 
n Lang shows the ski technique 
ve teaches-—‘controlied sikiin’.’ Shots 

‘made as long as two ve azo, 


iust released, 


Vic Gauntlett, publicity head for 


Hamriek-Evergreen, sant 1.000 nost- 
cs to ski devotees; got me 3 
tiv the sport sections, showin ng 
‘oing his stuff; and with ec xiched 
Tone US ski team last week winning 
Cc * title, the short was timely. 
H-F advertising policv ret vrns to 
ns ads for the theatres. instend 
f the combination ad Change 
int refurn to former ‘tun. too, 
Vifth Ave, Wednesday: Para- 


Thursdav, and Orpheum Fri- 
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“Samuel Goldwyn has wrapped himself snugly in the 
mantle which the master showman Ziegfeld wore 
. a pictorially beautiful and caressingly tuneful 
show . . . Zorina is exquisitely lovely .. . Helen Jep- 
son and Charles Kullman score a musical triumph ... 
general amusement capped by the madcap antics 
of the three Ritz Brothers .. and by the universally 
popular Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy." 


—Kate Cameron, Daily News 


“Samuel Goldwyn has shot the works in ‘The Gold- 
wyn Follies’... an opulent and brightly tinted 
extravaganza . . . The ballet number is an exquisite 
piece of film imagery . . . the verbal set-tos between 
Charlie McCarthy and Phil Baker are comically in- 
sulting. Miss Jepson gives zing to the revue... the 
ballets are stunning interludes of screen dancing... 
Edgar Bergen's famous dummy acquits himself #ri- 
umphantly . . . The Gershwin songs are catchy. 
—Howard Barnes, Herald-Tribune 


“As handsome a production as has ever come out 
of Hollywood.” 


—Eileen Creelman, Sun 


) 


The rest of the country fal 


THEATRE CITY 

ALDINE PHILADELPHIA Sea: 
thire 
MAJESTIC SAN ANTONIO Sets 
LINCOLN MIAMI BEACH Sets 
MADISON DETROIT Helc 
STRAND SCRANTON _Biigg 
GREAT LAKES BUFFALO 2 de 
ovel 
Hele 
BELLEVUE NIAGARA FALLS on 
Tor . 

| 
BROADWAY —_ PORTLAND, ORE. Hel 
FIFTH AVENUE SEATTLE Hele 
ORIENTAL CHICAGO Doe 
antl 
PALACE DALLAS bige 
har 
STATE HOUSTON 180 
hre 


“Just about tops in musical extravaganzas is the 
glittering ‘Goldwyn Follies’. Elaborately mounted, 

literally crammed with talent, brilliantly photographed 

in technicolor and turned out with the opulence thet 

has become synonymious with the name of its prow 
ducer, the picture at the Rivoli Theatre is helf e 
dozen screen musicals rolled into one. It has every- 

thing .. . and the result is spectacular entertainment 

«+ « A smartly contrived script . . . skillfully directed 
. « « It’s massive, eye-filling, tuneful and thoroughly 
enjoyable. And it's undoubtedly headed for a long 
end successful run," 


—Rose Pelswick, Journal-American 
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alls in line...and what lines! 


BUSINESS 


\ Season’s Record, Held Over, 
third week 


O Sets new year’s record 

Sets new all-time record 

Held Over, second week 
Biggest week-end in months 


2 days gross more than 
average week’s business. 
Held Over second week 


LS pets new season record 
for Sunday business 


t 


)RE. Held Over, second week 
Held Over for indefinite run 


Does normal week’s business 
in three days. Held Over 


‘biggest opening in more 
han two years 


180% of average on first 
Ihree days 


i 
\| 


_ 


“Beautiful, lavish, tuneful and frequently funny... 
A good time for nearly everybody . . . 8 sumptuous 
technicolor production . . . contairis a wealth of 
talent and beauty .. . lovely girls, a really stunning 
ballet danced by Zorina and the American Ballet, 
some beautiful operatic numbers by Helen Jepson 
end Charles Kullmann, and some extremely tuneful 
solos by Kenny Baker. Andrea Leeds certainly is en 


| eyeful.”” —William Boehnel, W orld-Telegram 
' 
J "Our civilization is now further enlivened by another 
bright musical movie. ‘The Goldwyn Follies’ should 
‘ essist many sad folk through the grim phases of this 








Particular season, for there can be no doubt of the 
general gaiety, exuberance, and freshness of this 
spectacle.” ‘ —The New Yorker 


"Most ornate and most elaborate, Mr. Goldwyn’s 
challenge to the stage's celebrated Ziegfeld Follies 
presents a kaleidoscopic, colorful revue of outstand- 
ing talents belonging to film, theatre and radio... 
The splendor of the production actually justifies 
Hollywood's sacred adjective ‘stupendous’.” 


—Bland Johaneson, Mirror 


"The George Gershwin songs are of the best... 
Ritz Brothers are used for maximum kick . . . Kenny 
Baker a dandy singer and a pleasant personality . . . 


you'll like it, too.” 
—Archer Winsten, Post 


"The fact that Samuel Goldwyn has put his own 
name in the title of a movie is a fair indication that 
he considers it an A-No. | picture. It is. Many will 
call it the greatest musical movie ever made. It com- 
pletely outclasses its current competitors. The 'Gold- 
wyn Follies’ stands out in stunning relief. It never 
loses pace. Its dancing is expert. Its comedy is really 


funny. Its Technicolor is the best yet.” 
—Life—Movie of the Week 
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Picking Paid Prez Plenty Tough; 
Dozens of Names Suggested, 
None Hot: Committee Cautious 





—______—_ . 
Washington, Feb. 22. Field Goal 
Determined drive to sift the 
names of several dozen suggested | At the N.A B. pow-wow last 
' sue 4 bs ach- 
selections and job-hunters and pick “ &. NEC-owned WRC, Wa a 
inion red-ribbon outlet, stunte 
» paid president on March 21 was peeing sstnse 
with a vox pop vutside conven- 
mise eo , p z a 
promised this week by Phil Louck *;| tion headquarters. Announcer 
temporary reins-holder of the Na-j; was interviewing delegates on 


themselves and jobs in rad-:o. 


tional Association of Broadeasters. | 
Accidentally but:on - holed 


E.<ecutive Committee already has 


: ' Lester Gottlieb, who unbes - 
T g re Ss and} , 

begun = scrutinizing recor “1 tantly trumpeted his name, and 

qualifications of numerous persons | adding: ‘I'm the publicist for 

whose names were bandied about the Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 

at last week's special convention | tem. That statement abruptly 
‘ | concluded the Gottlieb inter- 

So far, no evidence of a concerted 


view. 








movement for any singie individual! 
is seen and failure of opinion to 


crystallize ts handicepping the pick- THURSDAY NITE 
é * the | i -~ 





Speculation over identity of 
the possible front man is use€tess at 
this stare. Most of politicians, in- ft q 
dustry figures, and indivi suals with | Mads ? Fi 
neither political nor radio bact.- | . 


grounds being mutiled. First weed- | 
ing out session of the six-man| 
board of judges is tentatively carded | 
for next week, but no date has been | 
set. 

How the executive committee can | 
do the job within 30-day spell is| Couple of the advertising agencies 
perplexing, especially since the first | involved feel peeved about the way 
meeting of the new board was | that NBC and Columbia has handled 
characterized by stalling and re-| the pallyhoo on the 9 to 10:30 p.m. 
luctance to take any important a€- | broadcast which the sponsors of the 
tion. Bull-session was confined! Greater New York Fund, Inc., com- 
chiefly to agreeing to pay James| munity chest idea, are clearing over 
W. Baldwin, retired managing di-' practically all New York stations to- 
rector, up until June 30 and to| morrow night (Thursday). Agencies 
designating Everett Revercom.| hag asked that the webs withhold 


CHARITY 


headquarters employee, as temp0-/ 41 publicity matter from the New 
rary  secretary-treasurer. Needed’ york newspapers until the day be- 
somebody to sign cheeks, with 


fore the broadcast so that out-of- 
town readers wouldn't get the im- 
pression that they couldn’t hear the 


Loucks unwilling to accept responsi- 
bility. 





The executive committee, which regular programs. One such item got 
surveyed the presidential problem | into N. Y. Herald-Trib Sunday (20). 
Thursday (17) comprises Mark! Special hour-and-a-half broadcast 
Ethridge, Ed Craig, Walter Damm. | will eliminate locally all or part of 
Frank Russell, John Elmer, and | the MGM-Maxwell House, Major 
Herb Hollister. | Bowes - Chrysler and the Bing 


Tempo of the house-cleaning was | Crosby-Kraft shows. Withrop Rocke- 
stymied at the outset when several | feller, son of John D. Rockefeller, 
of the new directorate immediately | one of the fund’s headmen, arranged 
hopped boats and trains for post|the broadcast schedule, picking the 
convention drying out at winter re- | top listening night of the week. Pro- 
sorts. This stalled activities right| gram will have Fritz Reiner and 
at the start. | Walter Damrosch batoning the NBC 

Consciousness of the fact that a| Symphony orchestra and Jose and 
substantial minority — inarticulate | Amparo Iturbi among the soloists. 
but unconvinced—is watching with; NBC wanted to give its symphonic 
fingers crossed characterized both; aggregation its regular billing but 
the first board meeting and the in-| the other broadcasting outfits de- 
itial get-together of the executive | murred. 
group. As a result, the job of pick- | 
ing an individual to head up the | 


“COAST MUSICIANS 


numerous antagonistic factions 

doubly hard, sinee selection of a} 

mere stuffed shirt undoubtedly rer TABOO CONTRACTORS 
result in gradual disintegration, : 

not an immediate walk-out of a, 


{ Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Musicians Mutual Protective Asso- 
dental seth te Ge 6 eso Oe, a a anwagans out to smash 
No move to fill any of the subordi-| jt in peery ' Jack ™ , Penney 
nate administrative posts, since the |. of ne contractors commenes Get- 
beard agreed Ge prasdent should ing as contacts between local and 
have a chance te voles his epinion traveling dance bands and_ radio 
regarding office collesgues. Every- shows using musicians, and has is- 
body previously on the headquar- sued an order abolishing the contract 
ters payroll sticks, but with no as- | S¥Stem = and substituting union-ap- 
surance that they will be there for | PFOV¢ sd stewards who will come un- 
hone. |der the direct supervision of the 


Aside from deciding to carry out} | MMPA’s board. 
their moral centract with Baldwin, | Under the discarded setup, Tenny 
the directors made little headway | pointed out, approximately 50 con- 
Question of associate member ship | | tractors were garnering all the work, 
dues was aired, without result since _while under the new plan it will 
the need for cash will play a big | Spread the employment over a list 
part in fixing the seale for non- | 06 230. 
broadcasters. Ditto on the matter of | 
carrying out obligation to kick in ; 
to the furd rag research by the| WKY Artist Bureau Gears 
Federal Educational Radio commit Oklahoma City, Feb, 22. 
tee, although the Association is Newly organized WKY artists bu- 
pledged to raise $83,000. reau, under direction of H. M. 
ee !Seher, has booked a unit of. staff 
| artists for a Chamber of Commerce 
| charity show at Wewoka, Oklahoma, 


W. C. FIELDS BACK ON | in March. Included are The Arkan- 
AIR IN POPPY’ FOR LUX sis: sit, “ee 


Har- 
moniacs, Harry Le Van. the Bell 
| Boys. 


Holly wood, Feb .22.. | Same troup with the exception of 


runtled bloc. 
Everything eles is being side- 


fair-sized disg 


W. C. Fields returns to the air;the Arkansawyers is set for the 
March 7 aft ra three months layoff | Oklahoma University engineering 
to do ‘Poppy’ for Lux. | schools forthcoming show. 








J Walter Thompson agency, un- | 
evr which Fields is under exclusive New faces at WEW, St. Louis, are 
radio contract, said this doesn’t mean | Bill Johnson, formerly of WHAS, 
that Fields wil! return to the Chase} Louisville to the gabbing staff and 
& “ rborn broadcast, from which| Walter Cleary, formerly of KFRU, 
show he ceparted on account of | Cotumbia, Mo., to the engineering 
acript trouble. staff, 


WMCA STUDIO BALLYHOO 


| Farley, Walker, Fitzpatrick on Suc- 
cessive Radio Programs 
| es 

WMCA, N. Y., will hold three con- 
secutive ‘opening’ nights when bow- 
ing into being its new studios on 
Times Square, March 30, 31 and 
April 1. 

Set for m.c. chores on the special 
programs with which the station will 
salute itseif are Jim Farley, Jimmy 
Walker and Col. J. R. Fitzpatrick, 
prez of Madison Square Garden 
Farley will handle the first night, 
loether two will follow in respective 
| order. 








ASCAP INDEX 
OF PROGRAM | 
“THEMES 


ey 


Owing to many requests by sta- 
tions and sponsors to ASCAP as to 
what radio commercials use this or 
that song as a theme, E. C. Mills is 
circularizing all station licenses to 
indicate how many 
specific themes. The comp'cte poll 
will then be submitted to all ASCAP 


tion and to cireumvent possibly €m- 
barrassing duplications locally. 

It’s the first theme-song registra- 
tion bureau idea essayed. 


Golden Screw-Driver Sets 
WTAM Name Plate as Rain 
Trickles Down Hizzoner | 


” ‘Cherwell Feb. 22. 

Dedication of WTAM’s larger stu- 
dio in new NBC Building in heart 
of financial section Saturday (19) 
still has the town and most of the 
staff boys sneezing. Heavy, cold rain 
canceled plans for elaborate parade 
and air show by National Guard 
planes, but didn’t dampen ardor of 
brass-hats who put on oilskins for 
street ceremony. 

Station engineers nearly froze 
fingers setting up mikes on sidewalk. 
Although there was plenty of static, 
chimes of Big Ben from 
came through on schedule to open 
program. While water trickled down 
his collar Mayor Harold H. Burton 
screwed in building’s nameplate with 





batoned staff orchestra and eight 
school bands. 
Only casualties were ruining of 


small piano, used by Charles D. 
Dawe for Orpheum Male Chorus, 
and refusal of trained pigeons to 
take to the wet air lanes at first 
when bombs went off. Broadcast 





noon street show was handled by 
Tom Manning and Graham Me- 
Namee, who also was m.c. for an- 
other one-hour red network which 
climaxed WTAM/'s 
week. 

Banquet-dance for final event was 
supposed to be an exclusive event, 
but about 700 of burg’s big shots 
crashed in. Formal edict had most 
of radio muggers dashing out to rent 
tails. Dedicatory program consisted 
of Margaret Speaks, Tizzfe  Lish. 
Mario Cozzi, Arlene Harris. Bob 
Feller and Stubby Gordon's orches- 
tra. Affair drew Lenox R. 
John Royal, Roy C. Witmer, 
Morton and Dr. James 
gell of NBC. 

Round of cocktail, luncheon one 
dinner parties which WTAM threw 
last week for local organizations cost 
a reputed $8,400, which caused some 
comment. Wiseacres claimed station 


housewarming 


Lohr, 
Alfred 
Rolland An- 


could have got more publicity by 
spending that much on talent for 
speci'l broadcasts, but Vernon H. 


parties were worth it in 
logal good will 


NBC HOPES TOSCANINI 


building 


+ 


For the last several weeks NBC 
has been cautiously maneuvering to 
get Arturo Toscanini to return next 
year to conduct another series of 
concerts. 

NBC chieftains are warming the 
maestro up gently, trying to discover 
in advance whether they can dicectly 
make a proposition with good 
chances of his signing 








programs use | 


musie users, as a means for informa- |} 





London | 


golden screw driver as Walter Logan | 


Pribble retorted that housewarming | 


WILL RETURN IN bers local NBC press department, has 
1939) cineca the Tom Fizdale publicity or- 


THE PAID PRESIDENT 


—= 


Apparently there is general agreement on at least four ideas concerning 
| the National Association of Broadcasters (a) radio broadeasters need a 
trade organization, (b) it must be strong, (c) it hasn’t been, and (d) the 
immediate future prestige and effectiveness of the so-called ‘reorganization’ 
depends almost altogether on the man selected as paid president. 


Appeintment of a pint-sized lawyer, a tinhorn politician or a feather- 
filled nonentity will be more than useless. It will be a major blunder. [f 
they can’t get or can't afford a well-known, respect-commanding, first-rate 
man, the National Association of Broadcasters will be smart to detay action. 
The consequences of a sloppy choice or cheap ‘political’ compromise at this 
time can be very drastic indeed 

Whether the recent parliamentarian changes in the N.A.B. are basic or 
| superficial will not be judged—and should not be—until the paid president 
k introduced and the practical results of ratification are more sharply 
focused. -But, above all, the paid president has now become a dramatic 
symbol of either honest reform or stale political trickery. The audience 
is waiting to get the plot. 





& stooge president will be a Pied Piper; an impressive choice will be a 

| hopeful sign. Of the stooge type of person—and they're as easy to detect 

| as garlic—the dues-payers may well inquire: stooging for whom? Such 

| a suspicion would be devastating to membership morale, and greatly to be 
| regretted if it happens. 


| Meanwhile, it's misleading to talk as if attacks on radio were something 
new. What is setting in is not a new wave of criticism but an undertow 
of ennui. N.A.B. was organized 16 years ago because the telephone com- 
| pany’s point-to-point monopoly stood in the way of sponsorship or threat- 
jened to impose (but didn’t) high royalty payments for the privilege of 
| broadcasting for hire, and because the stations, lacking revenue, 
| frightened silly by ASCAP. ASCAP has been the chief ‘villain’ of the 
N.A.B. all these years. The latest villain is the A.F.M. Along the way 
| there was also the threatened Reed Smoot tax on radio sets. That was 
| snowed under by protests from the public. 





were 


Not by attempting to pollyannaize or suppress trade news will the best 
interests of radio be served. Broadcasting faces man-sized problems in 
| public relations. More realism is needed, not better grammar. Passionate 
| denials to the trade and abject apologies to the public are both signs of 
| weakness. And the crude transparent fawning upon politicians, far from 
| inspiring respect for broadcasting or broadcasters, will tip off the poli- 
| ticians that they’ve got a pushover. 


| Radio shouldn't apologize for being a money-making business. This is 
still a country of competition and profits. It’s confusing, also, to be told 
by Frank MecNinch or other officials to operate in the public interest but 
not to make too much money’ A broadcaster that has the alertness, in- 
genuity and push to really operate in the public interest by making his 
station a focal point of community activity is also pretty apt to be a broad- 
caster that makes a lot of money. Both the public service and the making 
of a lot of money is also Known as woitaaeacni 


Broadcasting wiil make itself absurd by an excess of idle prattle about 
‘public service,’ as if this were some magic abracadabra, or as if radio 
station owners were in holy orders. And such loose conversation coming 
from the professional radio lobby is especially unsuitable for carrying 
conviction. Washington, after all, is where the radio sideshow—not the 
main tent—is pitched, and the place is famous not for spiritual values but 
for the little white pellet, now you see it, now you don’t. 





The N.A.B. certainly does need mutual trust and confidence. Its demon- 
strated feebleness is truly serious. That is what makes any more of the 
petty shenannigans so dangerous. That is why the paid president's char- 
acter, standing and prestige means so much. Meanwhile, perhaps, the 
broadcasters—or at least some of them—might stop kidding not only other 


TEXACO TOP. 
NAME-MINDED 





Telesrapists Union 
Retrenches, Cuts Staff; 
Goyette Handles Radio 


American Radio Telegraphists As- | 
sociation has undergone a reorgani- | 
zation in its administrative and or- 
ganizing setup with personnel and | chanan Co., have had several shows 
expense cuts going through all along | Submitted to it but nothing will be 
the line. Dues slack in general CIO | done until the agency’s radio direc- 
coffers since current recession | tor, Louis A. Witten, returns from 
caused labor layoffs in various fields | the Coast. Agency attitude is that if 
is responsible for stinting. the account stays on after Eddie Can- 

Each branch of the communica- | tor quits it will have to be with top- 
tions field from broadcasting to tele- | line names. 
graph has been reshuffled with sev- | 
eral heads falling. Each has but 
|one division head now controlling 
all locals. Broadcast division boss 
is Louis E. Goyette, headquartering 
in N. Y. and answering only to Har- | 
old Bliss, prez of ARTA. 

. Total of 20 organizers have been 
dropped throughout the country and 
office staffs cut some. Harold Caton, | 
formerly in charge of organizing in| 
N. Y. area, was replaced by Goyette 
now heading newly created division- 


Texaco and its agency, the Bu- 





Cantor moves over to the Camel 
| payroll late in March. 


LUCKIES GOES ‘ON 


| McGarrett te Lord & Thomas Agency 
for Hollywood Assignment 


American Tobacco Co., through 
Lord & Thomas, has okayed a 13- 
week pickup of its Wednesday night 
al office. Latter directs al! broad- period for the ‘Hollywood Parade 
cast organizing and other workings program with Dick Powell. Option 
| now. deadline had been Feb. 26. 
es | George McGarrett, whom Lord & 
| | Thomas hired away from Young & 

Rubicam to take charge of the cigs 
| Al W: ifliamson Back radio matters in the former agency 
is due to go out to Hoitywood in 
F pe about a month. The authority in- 

eb. 22. , : 

vested in him covers anything Lucky 
has coming from the west coast 


CBS Has Lil sit 


Columbia Artists, Ine.. has man- 
agerially pacted Little Jack Litt!¢ 
‘ he as a solo performer and is trying t7 

. ° ‘dig upa s ‘ aSt- 

Krueger Beer Air-Minded ing oe erie van 
vee a neil which Little has been rather inactive 
~ ¥ tubicam reeently ac- | over the ozone during the past three 
quired, is being groomed for radio. | years. Hush-voiced singer has been 

Brewer's distribution Is confined | touring vaude and one-niters at the 
York and Néw England. jhead of a band. 





Chicago, 


Al Williamson, formerly chief of 


| ganization here. 

} For the past year or so William- 
son has been assistant to the manag- 
ing editor of the Minneapolis Star. 
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New 


Boston, Feb. 22. 

Strange bedfellows are joining 
hands in a joint campaign to focus 
attention on New England as a rich 
market for national advertisers. In 
the formative stage of organization 
is ‘Allied Advertising Media in New 
England,’ headed by Forrest B 
Mackechnie, former advertising 
manager for National Dairies and 
H. P. Hood (milk). ‘The Nation’s 
Sweet Spot Market’ will be the 
slogan of the campaign for which a 
budget of $100,000 is set for the first 
year of operation. 

Radio, and newspapers and street 
car ‘and outdoor advertising com- 
panies will co-operate under the 
plan—first time these competing 
media have ever co-operated here 
in a movement of this sort. 

John Shepard, 3d, president of 
Yankee Network, represents radio 
on the organizing committee, which 


includes John Donnelly, of John 
Donnelly & Sons (outdoor); Henry 
L. Gascoigne, New England man- 


ager for Eastern Advertising Com- 
pany (street car, railway and bus), 
and Daniel Ruggles, advertising 
director, Boston MHerald-Traveler 
(newspapers). 

Of the $100,000, about $80,000 will 
be spent for trade paper advertising 
in about 31 journals. Balance to go 
for preparation of copy and support 
of monthly mailing list to 7,000 
prospective national advertisers. 
One sales argument will be that ad- 
vertisers should spend $3 in New 
England for every dollar spent in 
the United States as a whole, based 
on relative consumer wealth of the 
area. Inquiries from advertisers 
would get no personal follow-up 
from Allied Media, but would be 
turned over to participating mem- 
bers, 

Radio’s Asséssment 

Radio’s share. in the promotional 
fund would be about $21,000 (28 
stations), ranging from $300 for 
Bangor to $6,000 for Boston. News- 
papers would underwrite about 
$60,000, based on advertising rates, 
ranging from +120 for a Salem, Mass., 
paper to $1,000 for Springfield and 
$12.000 for Boston sheets. 

Radio, outdoor and street car men 
are already wooed to the project, 
having pledged $35,000 to the cam- 
paign. Newspapers in Boston and 
the New England Daily Newspaper 
Association are mulling the propo- 
sition, and whether the 
Media will be officially 
depends largely upon their decision, 
expected in a week or two. 

In some respects the 
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Sorry to Mention It 


Book of the Month Club 
which has a program of music 
on WQXR, New York, uses an 
announcement which gives the 
brushoff to most commercials. 
Announcer states in part: ‘We 
don't like to impose advertising 
announcements on listeners to 
music any more than some of 
you like to hear them. Never- 
theless, in this sad world, enter- | 
prises, to be supported, must 
advertise.’ 

Spiel which reverses the usual } 
emphasis goes on to say that a 
free book will be sent to those } 
who are persuaded it js to their 
genuine advantage to join the | 
Book Club. 

















Allied | the record manufacturer. 
launched | tor has elected to hold off bringing 


| 


RCA Vic Grants 
150 Stations A 


Provisional OK’ 





RCA Victor has extended permis- 
sion to use its phonograph record to 
over 150 stations with the proviso 


that they refrain from such broad- | 


casting when notified by the manu- 
facturer. This permission, known in 
law as a covenant not to sue, fol- 


lowed the receipt of letters from 
broadcasters recognizing the record- 
to the com- 
mercial rights to its wares and ask- 
ing how they could go about obtain- 
ing the required licenses or consent. 
It is understood that the Decca Co., 
which issued a simiiar desist circular 
last week, will not grant a covenant 
not to sue but insist that the stations 
keep the Decca records off the air. 
Under the covenant not to sue 


provision all prior violations are ex- 
cused but the station is committed to 
heed immediately taboo issued by 
RCA Vic- 


ing company’s claim 


a test case on the disc control issue 
until counter claims from interpre- 


campaign | tive artists and the copyright owners 


would overlap the work of the New lof musical compositions has been 


England Council, a co-operative or- 
ganization designed to attract to the 
territory new industry and vaca- 
tioners, and the newly-formed New 
England Newspaper Advertising Bu- 
reau, which seeks to sell in one 
Package to national advertisers a 
group of New England dailies as a 
medium. 


YOUNG & RUBICAM 
SHIFTING STAFFMEN 








ito radio 


Young & Rubicam’s latest shift in | 


personnel has Clarence Olmstead, 
radio manager of the New York of- 
fice, tagged to head up the agency’s 
new office in San Francisco and Jack 
Van Nostrand, current producing the 
Packard show. on the westcoast, 
Slated to come east to work on the 
Fred Allen stanza. 
take 
ment, 

It will be Van Nostrand’s 
radio job in the east. 


over Olmstead’s local assign- 


initial 


Stephen Cartwright Dead 
Lincoln, Feb. 22. 
Stephen Cartwright. blind - deaf 
news commentator on KFAB-KFOR- 
KOIL, was found dead at his home 
here early Sunday (20). 
He was 47. 


| be held 


| record 


| 
| 
| 


Pat Weaver may | 


| 





| Caffrey 


| 


| by warnings of Victor 


adjudicated by the courts. 





Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

Herbert Speiser, counsel for Na- 
tional Association of Performing 
Artists, said yesterday the organiza- 
tion has temporarily halted its drive 
to license radio stations using rec- 
ords made by its members. 
Pay-up-or-else campaign, which be- 
gan with an onslaught on Philly 
stations following Pennsy Supreme 
Court decish in favor of NAPA in 
Waring-WDAS suit, has been halted 
and Decca 
outlets that they cannot 
play their discs. Speiser declared 
further attempts at licensing will 
up pending settlement of 
manufacturers and musi- 
cians negotiations. 





Nelson Hesse’s Deal 


Nelson S. Hesse closed last week 
for the representation of Wilson. | 
Powell & Haywood in Hollywood. 


Hesse, who has had an office in the 
film colony for: several months, will 
continue to maintain his partner- 
ship in New York with Bill Mc- 
and shuttle between the 
lwo towns. 

Hesse left for the Coast yesterday 
(Tuesday). 


DIATE oTATIONS 
VERY PROOPEROUS 


outh Enjoying Boom Despite 
‘Recession’ — Federal Re- 
serve Statistics Point Up 
Regional Affluence 


TOPPING 1937 


By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


Revision of rate cards downward, 
ranging all the way from drastic 
hacking of prices to easy 


adjust- | 


QME BASE RATE 


England Area Formulates 
Joint Media Ad Campaign To 
Ballyhoo Virtues of Market} 


+ 


ments, is being effected by an ap-|! 


| . ; 
preciable number of indie stations, 


mostly some low-watters in terri- 
tories where there is high-watt com- 
petition. This is a sudden reversal 
of a two-year trend during which 
rate cards kept a steady march up- 
ward with improved economic con- 
ditions, 


Rate card tobogganing is geo- 
graphically distributed with fair 


regularity, although the deep South 
(barring Florida) is noticeably not 
in the cutting column—a fact which 
coincides with Federal Reserve 
statistics in which the South is in- 
dicated as the only section of the 
U. S. better off than a year ago. 


In some instances the current cuts 
put the station operators virtually 
| back to where they were a couple 
of years ago—days during which the 
lot of the indies and low-watters was 
anything but happy, and when, to get 
out of their plight, they made vari- 
|ous organizational efforts (including 
|a stab at control of the NAB). The 
|current trend also dovetails nicely 
| with the indies’ heartfelt and loud 
hatred of unions, ASCAP, A.F. of M. 
fand anything else that will add a 
| nickel to the expense sheets, 

Rate Cuts 

Following are samples of chopped 
| rate cards (by no means all belong- 
fing in that group, but simply 
samples): WGRC, New Albany, Ind. 
(base rate cut from $100 to $45); 
KIEM, Eureka, Cal. (base rate cut 
from $60 to $37.50 despite a power 
boost from 500 to 1,000 watts at 
night); WCPO, Cincinnati (base rate 
cut from $85 to $40); KXL, Portland 
(base rate cut from $40 to $30); 
WMPS, Memphis (base rate cut from 
$160 to $120); WCRW, Chicago (base 
rate cut from $20 for 105 minutes 
to $10 for 300 minutes); KGFF, 
Shawnee, Okla. (base rate cut from 
$60 to $50); WFOY, St. Augustine, 
Fla. (base rate cut from $50 to $35); 
KGFJ, Los Angeles (base rate cut 
from $35 to $30); KDFN, Casper, 
Wyoming (base rate cut from $50 to 
$40). 

The above-mentioned samples are 
compared on the basis of their base 
rates as of February 1, 1938, and 





June 1, 1937. By base rate is meant 
the highest fee for the highest- 
priced time parcel (generally one 
evening hour one time) against 


which all subdivisions of the rate 
card are computed, 


DAY VS. NIGHT 
MAPS BY CBS 








new listening 
distribution to 


Columbia will have 
area books ready for 
time users in a coupie weeks. There 
| will be separate books for 
| and night-time coverage. Latter i 
lan innovation for the network's 
| nual compilation. 

Preliminary work had been com- 
pleted long ago, but the slow pace of 
production has carried the thing 
considerably bey the intended 
release period. 


an- 


ond 
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Used Cars Stalled: 





| crystal sets used in the 





Can’t Turn Off Radio 


St. Louis, Feb. 22 
Mrs. W. I. Reynolds of Har- 
risburg, lll., near here, does not 
own a radio yet she received 
radio music via her coal range 
and radio engineers are much 
interested in the _ discovery. 
Two radio technicians who 
made an investigation conclud- 
ed that the burning. coal 
formed a clinker, containing a 
mineral, that contacted’ the 
grate and picked up the mu- 
sic. The grate served as a 
tickler that touches crystal, 
forming a type of radio instru- 
ment similar to the crude 
infant 
days of radio broadcasting. 

Mrs. Reynolds’ only trouble 
is that she cannot turn off the 
music without extinguishing 
the fire. 


NBC Asks: Is 
General Mills 
Welcome 2-3 P.M. 














NBC last week sent out a repeat 
quiz to affiliates on both the red 
(WEAF) and the blue (WJZ) links 
on whether it would be okay with 
them if the network sold the 2 to 
3 p. m. period across the board to 
General Mills. This hour is one of 


those which the NBC-associated sta- 
tion contract exempts from sale for 
hookup purpose, unless otherwise 
agreed to by the affiliate. 

Second query from NBC stated 
that it was possible that the ad- 
dressed station manager had not an- 
swered the original message because 
of his absence at the convention of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters in Washington. General Mills 
has four quarter-hour programs 
strung together on CBS currently, 
running from 1 to 2 p. m. Impres- 
sion around is that the query was 
merely a trial balloon in a campaign 
to wean away this Columbia busi- 
ness. 


Macabre Gossiper Draws 
Studio Banishment Order 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 
First aerial dirt disher to feel the 
wrath of an aroused Hays office was 
Bob Garrett, KEHE tattler, who had 
his credentials taken up for com- 
mitting an overt act. Specific was 


allegedly turning the camera on 
Robert McWade after he had col- 
lapsed and died on the set. This was 
vehemently denied by the studio and 
Garrett later apologized, but too late 





He said he believed the story wi 
given to him in good fait 
Jack Gross, KEHE manager 0 
i took summary action and ¢ harvged 
| Garrett. Warren Stoke formerly 
with the station, w rec ‘ for ‘ 
{ 


daytime | 


York & King, Vaude Vets, 
To Try Radio March 10 
lly K. Wells is preparing a raax 


| Bp 
ript show for Chic York and Rose 


Bobby Sanford’s WHN Show r 20 ye: 
} Bobby Sanford, who operates a| Man and fe tean lest « 
iver sho. cummel is prom iting a the Schacfe eer ft 
adio program topped by Phil Sil-|10 on station WEAF and the y 
~ Loew State the ( } 


Ve 
| Sustaining on WHN, New York. 


that he put Metro on the pan for | 


Association 


In Move Through Radio To 
Stimulate Revival of Biz 


+ 


By ALBERT SCHARPER, JR. 

In an effort to try to quicken the 
unwontedly torpid pace of sales of 
used cars, the Association of Auto- 


mobile Manufacturers is for the first 
time buying radio. National cam- 
paign will break within a fortnight 
over upwards of 400 stations. De- 
sign is to bombard with spot blurbs 
twice nightly in a two-week drive. 


All makes of cars with the excep- 


tion of the American Bantam will be 
impartially plugged. Manufacture: 
of the Bantam model is not a mem- 


ber of the Association. 

For the past fortnight 
been some scuffling among the ad 
agencies handling the various auto- 
|motive accounts as to who would get 
j}the 15% slice for placing the biz. 
Young & Rubicam asked station reps 
about time over the spread of sta- 
tions. When other agencies heard of 
the move they bleated. Result. when 
argument was placed in the lap of 
the Association, was that each agency 
would spot a proportionate and equal 
share of the biz. Y. & R the 
Packard account. 

N. W. Ayer, which handles Ford, 
largest of the automotive advertisers, 
will have its man, H. G. McCoy, in 
charge of the campaign, which will 
be directed from Detroit. 

Afoot already, on funds furn’shed 
by the Association, is a national 
newspaper campaign for the second- 
hand putt-putts. Before 
was forked across the papers came 
through with a buildup campaign in 
behalf of the used models. Alfred 
Reeves, prez of the Association, last 
week called into conference reps 
from CBS, MBS and NBC. Reeves 
placed the waning sales problems of 





there has 


has 


the money 





the motor car industry before the 
networks with the suggestion that 


they step forward with a few idezs 
as to how radio “an pep up the ci -- 
tomer come-ons. 

Association at present entertains 
no plans for spending money on the 
webs. Reps from the chains were ex- 
pected to bob up with a few thoughts 
and even gratis goodwill ballyhoo in 
exchange for the amount of money 
the motor industry has spent on t\.2 
ozone, 

This year has seen the automotive 
accounts ducking into storm cellars 
right through the season. With the 
exception of Nash and Hudson all 
the firms have drastically sliced their 
| network and national spot appropria- 
tions, 


Fort Wayne 

Used dealers here rejoicing 
over spot announcements and talks 
aired over WOWO last week during 
Used Car Week. Asa result of radio 
spots, dealers unloaded 258 old cars, 
a big gain over last year’s sale. cone 
ducted without radio advertisiug. 

A gigantic bonfire, in which 75 an- 
cient models were piled high and 
burned up, was staged in connection 
with the sale. Stunt drew attention 
from movie newsreels and pictuwe 
companies, 


STOOPNAGLE SPURNS 


Feb. 22 


car 





| YANKEE WEB TRIAL 


J. Walter Thompson approached 


St opnagle (F, Chase Taylor). of the 
now parted team of Stoopnayvie and 
Budd, about going on with a test 
show for Bromo Seltze Ove the 
| Yankee Network but the com. 
didn’t like the 1 

It t ncy ( t ve 

to the i unt not on the NBC 

lue WJZ) if it owed click pose 
ties, Headache powder is now 
ng Harriet Parsons in a film gos- 

Ip routine, 

J. M. Baldwin, chief ¢ eer of 
KDYL, Salt Lake City-NBC outlet, 
n New York City f eq it n@e 

tiations, ‘ ns KCDYL’s 
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Follow-Up Comment 


Jack Benny marched 
Mike of the Maxwell 
program Thursday (17) as a guest 
and stole the show lock, stock and 
script. Comedy he injected was the 
precise tonic show “needed—and has 
needed on some previous broadcasts. 
His script had Benny humorously 
attempting to run the works, or as 
he phrased it: ‘This show needs ali 
the help I can give it.’ 

He tangled in the hair of the m.c. 


up to the 
House-Metro 


Robert Taylor, throughout, and haa 
separate sessions with Maureen 
O'Sullivan, film director Jack Con- 
way, Allan Jones and orchestra |’ 
leader Meredith Willson. Each was 
good, but what was really stitch- 
taking in its laugh effect was the 


swords’ crossing of Fannie Brice 

senny. Ribbing ’tween the two ev! 
jently soared right off the script 
into the ad lib realm. Miss Brice 
gave the show a needled start by 
doing her ‘Baby Snooks’ routine 
with about as bright material as she 
has ever shown on the air with the 
characier. 

Frank Morgan had a bit with Tay- 
lor which faliercad from fauliy lines. 
Incidentally, references to Olympic 
G2mes in 1914-18-22 marred. Games 
ave held on Leap Years. If it mat- 
ters. 

Allan Jones, as a tenor has a Diesel- 
power of volume, but his tones came 
over somewhat colorless. Warbled 
‘\.y Heaven on Earth’ and ‘Falling in 
Love with Someone.’ 

Next-to-shut on the layout was an 
excellently written seven - minute 
dramalet labeled ‘Epilogue to Love.’ 
Taylor and Miss O'Sullivan essayed 


it; latter was swell, Deft and sur- 
prise twist to the ‘Epilogue’ gave it 


its punch. 

Maxwell coffee had its blurb inn- 
jnzs but Benny slipped in four quick- 
ies for Jello (also Genefal Foods, but 
a different agency). 

Pete Mack, professional kibitzer 
and joker, who listed Will Hays, 
Charlie Pettijohn, Joe Williams and 
Will Johnstone among those he en- 
tertained, delivered the comedy 
punch on Hobby Lobby over CBS. 
The explanation of his various rou- 
tines, especially the one of the an- 
cient, starving caddy, produced a 
steady stream of laughs and roars 
from the studio audience. 

Mack made the business on the 
golf course sound funny, both mate- 
rial and delivery (some of it in dia- 


lect) being good. He displayed a 
dialectical ability, a poise, and a 
sense of timing that would stamp 


him as a paid performer even though 
Dave Elman had not so tabbed him. 
Mack drew heavy applause and 
whistling —the audience included 
several given to that form of neigh- 
borhood—theatre applause—as he 
closed the show. 

Opening the half-hour was Arthur 
Williamson, fingerless pianist, who 
hopes to connect professionally. He 
played, with runs and flourishes, the 
musical version of Joyce Kilmer’s 


Trotter’s 


States’ first femme diplomat and 
now a lecturer, on a Business and 


Professional Women’s Club = anni- 
versary program over NBC blue, 
proved to be a topfligh talker. She 
possesses a deep, vibrant voice, 
splendid diction and unusual lung 
power, for a woman, latter impor- 


iant in radio. 
Although Mrs. 





Rohde spoke rather 


and 


| rapidly and in the too conciously 
{serious manner often noted on 
| broadcasts for the club woman type 
lof listener, she showed unmistakable 
i mike talent. With her voice, name 
and background, Mi tohde might 
|be a bet for a regular womans pro- 
| ¢ram 

| Goodman and Jane Ace being 
| away on vacation, Thursday n! sht’s 
(17) Easy Aces program, on NBC 
lhad other actors substituted. Skit 
seeks to arouse interest for Aces 
ian by getting back $25,000 that had 
been swindled. The material fol- 
lows conventional sketch lines for 
the air, but holes the listener reli- 


obly enough. Plot centers around ef- 


reporter’s final showdown with the 
gang for recovery of the 295 g’s in- 
volved in the swindl.. | 

Too much advertising by the spon- 
sor, Anacin, for a 15-minute pro- 
‘ram 
Crosby-Bob Burns’ cheese- | 
hawking chapter for Kraft-Phenix, | 
last Thurs. (17) had a wrestle for | 
favor with sub-average guest help. 
Heather Angel rambled rather | 
vaguely about her British legit back- | 
eround. It wasn’t funny nor very 
interesting. Both Crosby and Burns | 


Bing 


seemed unable to draw her out. | 
Grischa Gulahoff, 14-year-young | 
classic fiddler, gut-grated Brahms | 


‘Hungarian Dance No. 1’ and a high- | 
noted Spanish shortie, ‘Jota,’ a pro- | 
gram’s end. Pretty limp. | 

Randolph Scott came closest to 
scoring, when he chatted with the 
two hosts on the show about fox- 
hunting in Virginia. In describing 
how Jock Whitney's neighbors dress 
up to chase that rascal Reynard with 
hound and horn, the sallies of Burns 
and Crosby made it pretty good go- 
ing. Unfortunately, Scott didn’t have 
a script to point up his personality. 


Burns’ descrivtion of how they 
hunt in the Ozarks was bristling 
with laugh-levying lines. Crosby 


clung to the pop-song category for 
his vocals, which is always his best 





elument unless he can scare up a 
rare novelty. Among them were } 
‘Gypsv in Me,’ ‘Heart Stood Still 


and ‘You’re Sweetheart.’ John Scott 
18 windjammers were in 
the background throughout, having 
less chance for mike fronting and | 
facing than usual. 
Log Cabin Jamboree is a study in | 
the happy camaradierie that can be 
developed among a troupe of care- 
free air workers pointing toward a 





‘Trees’ poem. Williamson’s fingers 
and toes were amputated after i.e 
had been held up, knocked uncon- 
scious and left to freeze at night on 
an Ohio road. 





‘The Goldbergs’ is still one of the 
prime family sketches on the air. 
Quarter-hour daily e.t. program, 
sponsored by Procter & Gamble over 
WOR, manages to exert the usual 
family weepings and wailings but 
its done with conviction. Program 
is network for WABC daily at 4:30. 

There’s still the mother, father, 
daughter and son. Listeners, tuning 
in for the first time, will have no 
difficulty in picking up the thread of 
the program. 

Tony Wons still manages to main- 
tain fair .udience interest with his 
readings and soothsaying. On CBS 
for Vicks, Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, at 10:30 am., Wons goes 
through his. old scrapbook routine 
reading letters from fans, granting 
their requests for certain readings, 
etc. 


Fred Feibel has been a sustainer 
with WABC, New York, for years 
and his organlog program continues 
to be enjoyable and diversified. He's 
on Mondays and Fridays at 8:30 a.m. 
for a half-hour and Saturday at 10 
a.m. Also on call at any other time. 





Campana’s ‘First Nighters’ over 
NBC Red Network used a cowboys 
and Indians theme for its show last 
Friday (18). The old standbys, Les 
Tremayne, Barbara Luddy and Eric 
Sagerquist’s orchestra, were among 
those participating in the dramatiza- 
tion of a battle tetween Kit Carson 
and the Sioux “ndians at South Pass 
in frontier days, result of which was 
saving the day for the Oregon trail. 

While well produced, being di- 
vided into acts to give the impres- 
sion of attending an opening night, 
radio dramatization of a battle be- 
tween cowboys and Indians left too 
much to the imagination to be en- 
tirely convincing or socko entertain- 
ment. Between the acts there were 
plugs for dandrufi remover. cleans- 


ing pads, shampoo and Campana 
Skin Balm. Belmont Plaza Hotel, 
N. Y.. also gets a mention wren 


party moves on there for after-thea- 
tre dancing. 


Ruth Brvan Rohde, daughter of 
the late William Jennings Bryan, 


single objective. With 20 weeks of 
broadcasting together behind them, 
this talent array, which includes Jack 
Haley as headman, Warren Hull, Vir- 
ginia Verrill, Wendy Barrie and Ted 
Fio Rito, orchestral front man and 
straight-faced stooge, is building up 
a dialer following, 

That late Saturday night spot 
didn’t look any too promising on the 
shove-off but by dint of plugging 
along and keeping the tempo fast 
results have been achieved. Same | 
players have appeared week in and | 
week out without the often seized- | 
upon expedient of running in guest- 
ers to hop up the routine. | 

| 





Hal Fimberg and Eddie Davis con- 
coct the comedy for the Haley-Hull- 
Barrie combo and the free and easy 
style of kicking the fun around has 
caught on. Nobody takes any one | 
else seriously and that’s 
of the program throughout. 
Cope holds a loose rein 
everyone his head. 
mula that might well be copied by 
other funny shows that hang on to 
the script for dear life. 


Donald 


and gives 


Perhaps the most verbose, long- 
winded and surefire dial-twisting ad 
spiel is the mess of wordage that 
Ray Saunders gives out on behalf of 
Oxydol. It’s a shame to spoil Jay C. 
Flippen’s otherwise glib and highly 
expert m.c.’ing of the ams on WHN, 
New York. Saunders is positively 
irritating with his prize offer detail. 
so obvious a script shortcoming that 
somebody at the station should have 
told the agency to lay off. It’s guar- 
anteed to make ’em tune out. 


‘Let’s dance a while to the orig- 
inator of the Kay Kyser style’ is the 
new spiel to put the dialers straight 
on the Kyser vs. Sammy Kaye feud 
Both bands are plenty oke of course. 
else neither would get the same 
amount of attention, despite the fact 
both do the self-same ‘singing titles’ 
intros, plus their similar manner of 
dansapation orchestration. 


Robert L. Ripley and his ‘Believe- 
It-or-Not’ half hour of odd items on 
NBC red (Sat. 8 p.m.) brought a 
voung couple in from Caldwell, N.J., 
for last Saturday's (26) broadcast. 
Couple’s claim to fame was their 
names. George and Martha Washing- 
ton, identical with those of the first 
prez and his wife. 

Rivlev opened this part of his 30 
mins. with a sketch depicting the 








Sa aT 


former congresswoman, the United 


forts of swindlers to kil: a story and | 


| yards of skirt. 


| organdie. 


|; over the summer lot for sports, 


| Sages 


|; namesakes. 


the temper those of 


It's a happy for- | 
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BETTY GOODWIN 
Fashion Show 

30 Mins. (Once) 

SWISS FABRIC GROUP 
| WIZ-NBC, New York ; 
| Get out the smelling salts, girls. 
Prepare to be more ruffled, starched 
and billowing. Betty Goodwin, 
broadcastirg for the Swiss Fabric 
Group, and even announcer, 





| inine fripperies, are worked up over 
the dainty girlishness of the gowns 
in the offing. é 
Main aspect of the new fabrics 1s 
their imperviousress to wilting un- 
| der washiag—a fault of other sheer 
| With 


; cottons. 


| 
| 


| social perch, it’s an excellent time 
to spotlight cottons. These ma- 
| terials—organdies, voiles and an 


}even more gossamer bit, ‘gorzanda, 
|}are guaranteed to keep perky atte! 
tubbing, 
Decorated 
flowers, tiny 


with ‘etched 
enamelled fruits, 


} CESS 


lability to take it. 

| lather, no brush off. 
| Child models copped the most en- 
| thusiastic applause from the Rain- 


Some rub, some 


bow Room audience’ of jobbers and 
fashion experts. These frocks, de- 
|scribed by Eve Bennett, high light 


| full-skirted, floor-length party dresses 
tor pre-teens. 


Miss Goodwin described in detail 


| blouses to be worn under suit jack- 
lets or over skirts, street dresses fa- 
| voring Drindl and boleros, and one | 
with 30 


billowing 
Just to be confusing, 
tunics are made of Swiss 

The sheer stuff fashions 
Gainsborough hats (nice for 
roadster driving) and also Babush- 
kas (they’re those little scarves tied 
over the head and under the chin. 
These handy headdresses will be all 
and 
worn for street and evening by dewy 
lasses and also by older women (who 
should know better). 

This sturdy organdie will decorate 
your summer tables, according to 
Miss Goodwin, and Betty Compton 
Walker has adopted ruffles of the 
same in place of lace paper for cor- 
and nosegays in her florist 


dinner’ dress 


Chinese 


shop. 

Models all favored the brushed-up 
curls-on-top -of-the-head _ coiffure 
(which can play dirty tricks on a 


girl with a long neck and belligerent 
chin). 


Artist Christopher Ruhl and ex- 
terior decorator Mrs. Woodbridge 


Waters both aired okays of the new 
goods, and Switzerland’s Minister, 
Mark Peter, spoke for the old home 
town. 

Materials all imported, clothes ex- 
hibited all made in U.S.A. Squire. 


ELIAS BREESKIN 175-PIECE ORCH 
With Adele Vasa, Frank Hubbell 

Choir 
Musical 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Thursday—10 p. m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Musical captioned ‘Hollywood 
Serenade’ adds to cleff credit of Don 
Lee web. Backed by a _ 175-piece 
crew, Breeskin offers symphonized 
pop tunes to a studio audience. Has 
able assistance of soprano, Adele 
Vasa, 1n pop operatic warblings, lat- 
ter with ‘Wren.’ Hubbell’s motion 
picture choir also wears well with 
program. Sometimes a little too 
harsh, but otherwise a good vocal 
setup for heftier numbers where 
pipes shine. 

Full orchestra dealing out such 
musickings is a rather new thing, 
and very nice. Sure to find listeners 
who dote on arrangements, stylizing, 
etc., all of which it possesses. Hurl. 











birth and naming of the original 
George, then introduced with a 
believe-it-or-not attitude the N. J. 
There must be a flock of 
people around with tags similar to 
many famed persons, so 


| why that should be odd enough to 


| gain recognition on Ripley’s time 
isn’t easily understood. Especially 
when it creates a lull—as this one 
|; did—in a program wteresting to 


| even the most finicky listeners. 
| Gladys Swarthout on the Chase & 
Sanborn program last Sunday night 
| (20) jumped into the spirit of the 
| occasion with both feet. After sing- 
ng ‘Oh, Lovely Night’ and ‘Tonight 
We Love’ for straight stuff, the Met 
; contralto clowned with Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, finally dueting on ‘Dipsy 
| Doodle’ with the carved mite. Ended 
| with a duet, ‘I’ll See You Again,’ 
; with John Carter. Singer 
| 


was okay 
for it all. } 

After several weeks of clicks on 
the _ briefie Don 
Ameche the middle- 
aged playwright in ‘Accent on 
Youth.’ Was anything but suave 
and quietly knowing as the script 
called for. Played the part with all 
the bounce of a schoolboy in a snake 
dance. It was simply all wrong. 
Helen Brown, radio actress. was con- 
vincing and surprisingly vital as the 
secretary and = contrasted with 
Ameche’s beyond-his-depth founder- 
ing, 

Stroud Twins 


dramatizations, 
pancaked as 


worked hard over 
material that wasn’t worth the ef- 
fort. Dorothy Lamour failed to ig- 
nite a new Arthur Schwartz-Howard 
Dietz song, ‘I See Your Face Before 
Me, that sounded as if it might be 
combustible enough. And the com- 
mercials were more than. usuallv 
repetitious. Show not up to snuff, 
all in all. 





Ben | 
Grauer, patently no expert on fem- | 


silk wobbling on its} 


due to a new chemical proc- | 
lace,’ | 
and | 
‘frosted’ designs—all with warranted | 


open 





No Music Accomp? 
Looks like the radio pro- 
ducers are determined to play 


down orchestral accompani- 
ment to the degree that the 
music almost disappears and 


the singer sounds as if he or 
she were warbling alone. Vocal 
practice is usually reserved for 
privacy. But radio’s changing 
all that. 

Over-muted orchestra means 
that a prime asset—and item of 
expense—is not being brought 


out 











ALAN KENT 
With Frank Ray, Hazel Scott, Beverly 
Reid, The Smarties, Sweet Young 
Things, Merle Pitt’s Orch. 
60 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily 
| WNEW, N.  # 
| New layout of noon-time songs and 
instrumentalizing, paced by a tongue- 
in-cheek m.c. who builds his own 
stuff up into an act. Show shades 
|o.k. rating by a comfy margin. 
Caught on initial inning, program 
displayed a tendency to lag. This, 
considering the contents, is handily 
remediable. Kent is a monoligist, 
and a clear cut above most of his 
brothers in such labor on indie sta- 
tions. His stuff is not only apt and 
pointed but acceptably witty. It is 
also reasonably original. And keeps 
out of the hair. 
| Unfortunately, the supporting ros- 
ter of entertainers is uneven. Best 
bet is sentimental  ballad-bawler 
Beverly Reid, with a nice sense of 
song and an enunciation of at least 
22 karat assay. Sweet Young Things, 
a femme harmony trio; Hazel Scott, 





swingstress self-accomping at the 
keyboard; Frank Ray, tenor; The 
Smarties, .mixed harmonizers with 


arrangements and accomp by Harold 

Cooke are the other interpolations 

in the 60-min. menage. For the most 

part on this hearing they were just 

‘others in the cast.’ 

Merle Pitt’s orchestra has some 
measure of popularity with WNEW 
habitual tuners-in, It’s primarily a 
swing crew, and when on that sort 
of an arrangement o.k. When not... 

Bert. 

‘RIDDLES IN RHYTHM’ 

With Barney Barnard’s Orchestra, 
Virginia Valance, Jimmy Randolf, 
Tommy Thomson, Dale Morgan 

30 Mins.—Local 

YOUNKER’'S 

Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 

KRNT, Des Moines 
Younker’s is an aggressively ad- 

vertised and exploited eating estab- 

lishment in this super-silo. For ex- 
ample, Younker’s has a deal with 

Tri-States theatres whereby for one 

cartwheel per hoofer the public may 

‘dine, dance and see a moving pic- 

ture.” This bargain combination of 

stomach, stepping and_ cinematic 
pleasures jn a single package is sup- 
plemented by a new radio half hour 
using dance music and a ‘tangled 
tunes’ contest. It all emphasizes 

Younker’s knac’. fe» attracting at- 

tention. 

Dale Morgan handles the micro- 
phone on the dance floor with suav- 
ity in selecting the four dine-dancers 
entering the contest. He keeps it 
going nicely. Titles of four songs 
played by the orchestra and used by 
the featured singers are named by 
the contestants immediately after the 
number is started. 

Tities of the four numbers clue the 
answer to the title of the fifth mys- 
| tery tune. Contestants are given 
| three minutes to name the fifth tune, 
| with prizewinners getting dinner, 
theatre and dancing on the house. 




















| 

| Morgan follows up the titles as 
| guessed with questions regarding ap- 
|; proximate time the number was 
popular, the picture or show from 
which it emanated, etc. The pro- 
gram heard carried the numbers, 
| ‘I've Got My Heart Set on You.’ 
|‘With Plenty of Money and You,’ 
‘All My Life’ and ‘My Cabin of 


Dreams’—from which the title of the 
fifth song turned out to be ‘With 
All My Heart.’ 

_ Listeners in their parlors are also 
in on the contest by receiving five 
| dollars for any list of sones sub- 
mitted that are used on the show. 
Makes an entertaining dance noy- 
elty. Moorhead. 
‘TRAFFIC SCHOOL OF THE AIR’ 
With Nyrum Young 
15 Mins, 

Sustaining 
Daily, 10:30 a.m, 
WGRC, New Albany-Louisville 

Interviews are conducted daily in 
front of Loew's State, with police car 
siren making plenty noise, and at- 
tracting a crowd of persons on the 
sidewalk outside the theatre. Ser- 
geant Young conducts the inter- 
views, quizzing both pedestrians and 
drivers on traffic laws, and asking 
for suggestions as to how local traf- 
fic might be improved, and accidents 
reduced, 

Police officer shows plenty of ex- 
perience at the mike, and sets a nice 
pace, both serious and light, which 
makes the stanza entertaining, and 
at the same time impresses on lis- 
teners the importance of an acquain- 
tance with traffic laws and their ob- 
servance. 





Program has been attracting at- 
tention hereabouts. Hold. 





‘BROTHERHOOD DAY PROGRAM’ 
With George M. Cohan, Al Shean, 
Edwin, C. Hill, Lawrence Tibbett 
Deems Taylor, Frank Green, Andre 
Kostelanetz and special orchestra 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 2 p.m, 
WABC-CBS 
National Conference of Jews and 
Christians staged this one-timer (20) 
on donated time, and, barring the 
fact that the 30 minutes were as 
crowded with names as a Tammany 
excursion boat, the results were bet- 
ter than in the majority of such 
stanzas. Most notable aspect was the 
complete absence of blah which gen- 
erally throws a wet blanket on 
things of this kind. 


Name performers all contributed 
their services gratis, as did the 50 
musicians belonging to the A e 


; 
ciated Musicians of New York In 
view of what the National Confer- 
ence purposes as objective, the selec- 


tion of performers was okay. Catho- 
lics, Jews, and other creeds and 
races well represented, with Law- 


rence Tibbett making the roster com- 
plete by singing a Negro spiritual. 
With such a grab-bag full of talent, 
it was only natural that each indi- 
vidual got split-second timing. While 
this represented a slight drawback, 
it was on the whole better than 
choosing the alternative of putting 
the works on simultaneously. Cohan 
rendered the Fourth of July speech 
from ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ and sang 
a song, Shean got in a brief sketch 
from ‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ 
Deems Taylor introduced Tibbett, 
while Kostelanetz batoned the musi- 


cal brigade and Edwin C. “ill 

bridged the gaps with chatter. 
Preduction handled fairly well, 
and pretty smooth—largely due to 


Kostelanetz’s and Hill's efforts in the 


background chores. National Con- 
ference itself wisely omitted self- 


blurbing and Jeremiads on the state 

of the world. Boys all talked about 

brotherhood and the equality of 

creeds and races and deplored dic- 

tators, but kept the gab short and 

snappy. Edga. 

JOY HODGES 

Singing 

3 Mins, 

KOLYNOS 

Fri., 8-8:50 P.M., EST 

WABC, N.Y. 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

Rather hard to gauge Joy Hodges’ 
radio ability from this one-time 
guest shot on Ted Hammerstein's 
Music Hall. Featured player from 
the current George M. Cohan musi- 
cal, ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ was limit- 
ed to one song, ‘I See Your Face Be- 
fore Me,’ with male choral back- 
ground. 

Miss Hodges displays a fair enough 
radio voice, though not the panic on 
the air that she is on the stage. In 
the latter sphere she has her looks 
and personality to aid her, but over 
the ether it’s strictly her voice 

Scha. 
GEORGE H. DENNISON 
‘It’s a Racket’ 
15 Mins.—Local * 
Better Business Bureau 
Saturday, 7:15 p.m. 
WCAE, Pittsburgh 

Weekly quarter-hour program 
staged by Hearst station in connece 
tion with Pittsburgh Better Business 
Bureau follows a familar pattern, 
but it’s a good job of reworking an 
established formula. Idea is @ 
dramatization of various forms of 
petty rackets practiced on the inno- 
cents of any big city by fake ped- 
dlers and ‘extra special bargain’ of- 
fers. 

For an _ introduction, George H. 
Dennison, head of the BBB here, 
cites a different easy-money scheme 
and then the cast acts out a test 
case. Scripting, production and act- 
ing first-rate and on episode caught, 
practice of femme _ racketeers in 
getting bereaved mothers or wives to 
have enlargements made of old 
photographs was done in exciting, 
dramatic fashion. 


Show holds interest throughout 
and is a good educational stunt as 
well. Cohen. 


DISCUSSION SCHOOL 
With Robert Smith, John Jessup 
15 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Thursday—8:45 p.m. 
WEVD, New York 

Whys and wherefores of coopera- 
tives as operating and expected for 
the U. S. masses holds little interest 
at the present time for Mr. Average 
Listener. Fortunately, it’s not ine 
tended for him either but instead 
directed at chin clubs, debaters, in- 
tellectuals and those interested in 
workers. 
Series is presented by the Coa- 
operative College of N. Y. as an edu- 


cator and stimulator for the grow- 
ing trend which started in Scandi- 
navia. Group trains men in buying, 


selling, managing, etc., and is now 
trying to gather in consumers on 
greater scale through propagandiz- 
ing by director Smith. Uses guest 
speakers. Thursday nights are re- 
portedly discussion times for local 
groups in N. Y. so program goes out 
to them directly with two speakers 
arguing points pro and con via pre- 
pared questions and answers. Later 
in evening at 10:30 for 30 minutes 
speakers return to answer queries 
phoned in by listening groups who 
have discussed problems in interim 
Chain store question, currently pop 
and hot, included in session caught. 





Hurl. 
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CYRANO DE, Gwen Ffrang- 
With Frank Cellier, —- hie ae 
con-Davies, Dennis Arundell, Hum- 
pert Wolfe 
110 Mins. 
. don 
Oe one de Bergerac’ was an ex- 
je of an unsuccessful radio adap- 
ors A B.B.C. put on the air Hum- 
tai Wolfe's verse translation from 
Rostand's original, but apart from 
the flow of some of its language 
and the genuine poetic sense of 
Frank Cellier and Gwen Ffrangcon- 
Davies as Cyrano and Roxane, was 
material that remained largely in- 
comprehensible for the average 
Jistener. 

Despite 
tage version 
a n to United Kingdom 
audiences, particularly to the younger 
jistening public, or at any rate is not 
cufficiently familiar for a radio audi- 
ence to recall the highlights of the 
original Schnozzola's odyssey. This 
reviewer wouldnt know how freely 
Humbert Wolfe has toyed with Ros- 
tand’s work, though some of the 
English rhyming couplets came close 
to pathos, the ultimate effect being 
not as musical or harmonious as 
might be desired in what was plainly 
intended as a connoisseur’s enter- 
ainment. 
ase long 10-minute prelude to the 
performance, Wolfe himself spoke an 
apologia in an- infuriatingly high- 
pitched voice, his purpose being (a) 
to explain how the piece had been 
cut from three hours to fit in the 
allotted radio time, (b) to prepare 
listeners for sequences which might 
not be appreciated unless the setting 
was visualized. In both, unfor- 
tunately, he was completely unsuc- 
cessful; in the first instance because 
the the voice of the narrator (Den- 
nis Arundell) who linked the se- 
quences was too similar to that of 
Cellier, as Cyrano, and in the second 
because Wolfe himself stole an un- 
necessary 10 minutes from the 110 
min. playing time, followed by the 
narrator, who droned on in inter- 
minable couplets, so further wiit- 
tling down the actual performance. 
Ultimate effect was that the play be- 
came a series of disconnected se- 
quences, With nothing but their po- 
etry as the substance. In spite of 
the translator’s foreword, both the 
early dual scene and the wooing se- 
quence had not the slightest reality. 

Had the piece been presented on 
direct action lines, in the cloak and 
sword tradition of ‘The Three Mus- 
keteers,’ it might have been grand 
broadcast stuff, and there would still 
be room for the airy flights of fancy 
in the original text which it was pos- 
sible to glimpse in Wolfe’s tranla- 
tion. In its actual presentation, on 
the other hand, it was far too pre- 
cious to be of interest except perhaps 
to a bare minority. 

Text used was originally prepared 
by Humbert Wolfe for Alex Korda’s 
projected screen version, starring 
Charles Laughton. The broadcast 
performance explained away a lot of 
why the project never reached the 
screen. Jolo. 


Robert Loraine’s famous 





‘HOUSE PARTY’ 

With Paul Leash’s band, Charles 
Gussman, the Smoothies, the 
— Rosemary Calvin, Jack 

1 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 7:15 p.m. 

WWJ, Detroit 
‘House Party,’ which originates 

from WWJ's free radio theatre with 

@n audience, is one of the sprightli- 

est of station’s contingent of non- 


commercial shows across the 7:15 
p.m. band nightly. Th’: series of 


7:15 programs is part of WWJ's new 
policy of immovable shows, regard- 
less of commercial possibilities, as a 
means of breaking up usual run of 
sameness’ in programs at that hour. 

Localed in 4 collegiate fraternity 
house, ‘House Party’ carries out its 
Purpose _ realistically. Some _ 30 
Wayne U. studes are used to pro- 
Vide the color for show, which is 
written and m.c.'d by Charles Guss- 
man and produced by Jack Hill. 
Studes, male and female, even dance 
on auditorium stage when script 
Calls for it, 
, Weekly stories, nicely done. from 
e'l angles, supposedly concern Guss- 
mans personal recollections of col- 
lege house parties. Stories com- 
Prise the usual love interest and 
collegiate hurrah, and present sev- 
€ral of the frat ‘guests’ in solos, ete. 
Latter include Rosemary Calvin, 
songstress; the Smoothies, femme 
trio, and the Bachelors, male war- 
blers. 

Paul Leash’s band grinds out 
snappy tunes while Leash himself 
turns in a solo or two on clarinet. 
Show flows smoothly, and with 
‘ttle doctoring here and there on 
Continuity, ‘Party’ should please. 

Pete. 





BOB BRENNER 
Gossip 
15 Mins, 
Thursday—9:15 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 

Ballyhooed as dishing dirt that 
newspapers don’t. Brenner, an other- 
“ise sweet-voiced southerner, certain- 
‘yY does—but it’s apparently the news- 
baper’s choice and not his. 
_ Tripe anent radio personalities 
Which Is called news even surpasses 
im praitle of air gossips. No bite, 


. 


no color, no nothin’ best describes 
crawn out quarter hour. Uses cap- 
on voice of another then tells 
story. Hurl. 





of the play, it is not | 








‘TOP HAT’ 

With Richard Dolman, Diana Ward 
Douglas Young 

Radio version of film 


> 


1 Hour 
BBC, London 
B.B.C. experiment in producing 


broadcast version of film ‘Top Hat’ 
as first of series of radio transcrip- 
tions of hit pictures, came off well. 
Show kept strictly to original script, 
save for cutting for length and min- 
imization of dance routines, with 
snap that made it near ideal air en- 
tertainment. 

Richard Dolman, 
studied Fred Astaire 
stage version of ‘Gay 
Diana Ward had the lead parts. Their 
attempts to impersonate the voices 
and characteristics of the stars not 
100°O successful. Would have been 
sufficient for them to stick to the 
spirit of the dialog rather than in- 
viting comparison with the originals. 
Otherwise these performances and 
the broadcast were in the best U. K. 
radio tradition. 

Douglas Young's playing as Horace 
was an exception to the above crit- 
icism, for he reached a degree of 
perfection in mimicking Edward Ev- 
erett Horton’s screen role that was 
almost uneanny in its accuracy. With 
all due respect, however, this must 
be regarded as a freak, and only 
about one artist in a hundred could 
so easily approach such a pitch of 
fractional exactness. ‘Isn't It a 
Lovely Day’ and other remembered 
songs hits from the 


who 
here in 


under- | 
the | 
Divorce,’ and | 


; picture were 
given freshness, both by the singers 
and by the excellent work of the | 


B.B.C. chorus and augmented variety 
orchestra. For precision and har- 
mony there are few orchestras in the 
U. K. to compare with the various 
B. B. C. combinations, and this per- 
formance was typical of the highest 
standard its musicians maintain. 
Show was adapted by B. Martin 
Marks, produced by Douglas Moodie 


and scored for the mike by Jack 
Beaver and Wally Wallond. all. of 
course, with co-operation of RKO- 


Radio. Certainly the series, on first 
showing, may develop into a pop- 
ular light entertainment series. Sec- 
ond to be tackled is the Ufa pro- 
duction, “Congress Dances,’ date of 
which has been postponed. 

‘Top Hat’ got an_ enthusiastic 
press, and deservedly, though no- 
where was any indication of reaction 
on listeners who did not see the pic- 
ture. Adaptation apparently pre- 
supposed foreknowledge of the story, 
which might have caused slight puz- 
zlement for listeners not in the 
know, for instance in the hansom 
cab sequence; that, however, was a 
minor criticism in a good radio 
show. 





BILL WELLS 
Records and Chatter 
45 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Mon.-Fri., 11:15 p.m. 
WCPO, Cincinnati 

Here’s a helping of corn that’s 
dished out in a style unto itself. Is 
tagged ‘Southern Hospitality,’ prob- 
ably because Bill Wells, a young an- 
nouncer, tips his nativity with a 
Dixie accent. He frankly terms the 
session ‘not a program, it’s just a 
thing,’ and laughs, talks and sings 
it up at frequent intervals. 

Works with two turntables and an 
earphone. Does a voice imitation of 
a ‘pappy’ character obviously with- 
out intent of fooling any listener, and 
just to be talking to himself so as 
to enliven the goings on. 

Gets off such stuff as: ‘Folks, 
vou're in for a real treat tonight. 
We just got in $10 worth of new 
records. 

‘Gee, that tune sounded swell. 
going to play it over.’ 

‘I'll enjoy a cigaret while this rec- 
ord is playing. Would like to tell 
you all the name of the brand, but 
Reynolds ain’t paying me nothing.’ 

Invites requests and clowns about 
stacks of fan mail not going to his 
head. Then muses about how he 
wishes he was making lotsa money. 

Leans to hot numbers by Fats 
Wallers and Tommy Dorsey. Chimes 
in with vocals and comments while 
records are being played and com- 
pliments orch leaders on hot licks. 

Program originates in the station's 
sidewalk studio in downtown Cincy, 
where passersby may look in. Koll. 


I'm 





‘ESSAYS IN MUSIC’ 
With Victor Bay Orchestra 
Musical 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 10:00 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
As title suggests weekly CBS 
musical follows a single theme for 
each broadcast. Style is selected and 
carried through in a scholarly fash- 


ion. On two months now show has 
not run the gamut vet. Case in point 
was marches. Lullabies follow next 


week. Catch? 

While being slightly instructive 
what with voice backgrounding, etc.. 
for identification, its appeal seems 
limited, despite fact that the minority 
who do listen would evince interest 
and oft be entertained. 

Opening with the Rakoczy March 
from ‘Faust’ ran through theme to 
‘Procession of the Grail’ (‘Parsival’): 
Beethoven's ‘Turkish March,’ ‘Cor- 
tege de Nollie’ from ‘Coq D'Or,’ and 
similar blast music, to wind up with 
John Philip Sousa’s ‘Stars and 
Stripes Forever.’ 

Conducting of Victor Bay with 
staff crew suited. George Zachary 
directs program. Hurl. 








TALENT MILLS 
No. 4—_WEBR, Balto 


In a burg which has little air 
talent to point to in compari- 
son with the talent it has nur- 
tured for legit and the lenses, 
WFBR taught a few to toddle 
off on stronger artistic legs, Ar- 
thur Godfrey, now a successful 
mikeman - entertainer, began 
with the station ’way back. He 
was in the Coast Guard then, 
and in his early marches to the 
mike did, of all things, ukelele 
strummin’ and n’, 

Baritone Robert Weede, who's 


hummin’ 


been broadcasting in better 
circles while attaining Met 
Opera heights, broke in on the 
air with a season on WFBR, 
Few remember him, possibly 
because he didn’t change his 
label till he touched the Big 
Burg. He was Bob Widefield 
then. 


Stan Shaw, who rattles off on 
WNEW’s, N. Y., owl show eve 
night and is known to all late- 
evening hardboiled (and tough- 
kidneyed) sitters-up, first quiv- 
ered up to a mike at WFBR. 
He was Stanley Shaw then—a 
serious, Little Theatre thespian 
with a feeling that the legit 
theatre was ‘theatah’ and ‘aht’, 

Mary Small began as a mem- 
ber of the WFBR Kiddie Club; 
ditto a Marilyn Miller (real tag, 
which has since been changed), 
now under contract to RKO as 
a lassie actress. A member of 
Phil Spitalny’s gal trio, Mary 
Baum, dawned on WFBR when 
the amateur craze began. 
WOR’s announcer Sid Walton 
was Sid Wolpoff then, too. 

Siation has for years tried to 


bait H. L. Mencken into be- 
coming a commentator. ‘Balti- 
more’s Bad Boy’ has _ shied, 


however. He thinks that would 
brand him as an actor. He also 
thinks of George Jean Nathan. 














DICK COBB 
Weather Service 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily 
Sunday, 9 a.m. 
WNAC-Yankee, Boston 
Yankee Network Weather Service 
preemed Sunday morning (20) with 
a program somewhat similar in pro- 
duction to the Yankee Network News 
Service. Officials say the entire 15 
minutes will be sold en toto with no 
spot advertisers peppering the frame. 
Weather, of course, is an invulnera- 
ble topic. It’s a target for everyone, 
with local prognosticators getting the 
rib for being all wrong, if ever right. 
Yankee, in order to succeed, must 
be precisely accurate and above re- 
proach, or else the venture 1s 
doomed. And some in the trade be- 
lieve that 15 minutes of weather 1s 
too much in any weather fan's cat- 
egory, not to mention the speedy 
public to whom a sentence or two 
of what the weather forecasts, is ade- 
quate. 


Cobb, one of the better mikemen. 
annexes a somewhat enviable posi- 
tion. It’s up to him to put it over 
as well as the Yankee salesman to 
sell it. Cobb was okay this morning. 
Running order of items includes gen- 

ral conditions, New England, 
tional selected points, previous day’ 
description, Boston weather facis to 
date from the year's kick-off, day's 
almanac, weather in Europe ‘a new 
innovation anywhere), winter sports 
outlook for next 48 hours. 


cer- 


1. wre great profundity. His is not so 
> Panisan’a ’ s in ~ 

gn ee ene |much the penetrating analysis of | 
7 gee reine a erase | current economic and political ques- 
Mount Washington, N. H., from every | gone as at is a passing comment on 
available source, including the Naval this or that. with an underlying 
Observatory in Arlington, Virginia: | .,. “Teele er pel: koe ae 

‘ . Attn ices une 4.) strain of keep-cool philosophy. 
the Harvard Blue , Tm P pay 


Observatory on 
Hill, Boston; the observatory on 
Mount White Face in the Adiron- 
dacks, and from ships at sea. 
Set-up isn’t dry; ‘s quite 
formative, Norm. 


m- 
iad 


ils 


HAL SCHER 
‘Inguiring Reporter’ 
15 Mins.—Local 








COL. STOOPNAGLE (F. Chase Tay- 
| lor) with Oliver Wakefield 

| Comedy 

| 12 Mins. 

CHESTERFIELD 

| Fri., 8:36-9 p. m., EST 

|WABC, N. Y. 

| (Newell-Emmett) 


This is Colonel Stoopnagle’s first 
time away from his partner Budd, 
yut it wasn’t the missing Budd which 
ave him a negative impression. | 

| Firstly, it was the material, weak 
ip until the final spurt: secondly, | 
wobbly assistance from the eccen- 
rie-gab Englishman, Oliver Wake- 
field. 

Stoopnagle was spotted in three 

lifferent portions of Paul White- 


nan’s program, but it wasn’t until 
| he final spot, set at a lunch counter, 
| chat he jelled f. laughs. 
| So far as delivery is 
| stoopnagle is plenty okay. But the 
best of deliveries need good mate- 
| rial, something he didn’t have for 
j}the major portion of his first 

attempt. Scho. 


| ‘¥UNIOR MUSICOMEDY’ 

| With J. Gordon Baldwin, 
| French, Freddie Schubert 

| Sustaining 

30 Mins.—Local 

Saturdays, 7:30 

WHEC. Rochester. 

This program is wrongly named 
for the one caught was drama with 
| music rather than ‘Musicomedy.’ It 
| should, however, provide an effective 
|use for the new staff orchestra and 
win a good number of local listeners. 
A little more consideration should 
be given in choice of material to the 
childish voices of the boy actors. A 
boy in his early teens playing the 
| nart of « Yankee captain in the Civil 
War is ludicrous,—or perhaps that is 
where the comedy comes in. 

A simple, romantic story of a 
wounded Yankee officer being cared 
for by a lovely Virginia belle, her 
attempts to hide him from her sol- 
dier father and her efforts to save 
him from a firing squad make in- 
teresting enough fare on which to 

ang a number cf Southern melodies 
| and banjo numbers arranged for the 
orchestra by Conductor J. Gordon 
Baldwin ane Ken French. The 
; children who have been working to- 
gether for three years on a WHEC 
| children’s program, do a creditable 
job aside from voices and given suit- 
boy material likely would score a 
| nit 

Charlotte Edwards’ script is effec- 
tive and Freddie Schubert does a 
good job as narrator. The orchestra 
shows signs of improvement. 


Ken 








HOWARD MARSHALL 
Talks 

15 Mins. 

Transoceanic 
Sustaining 

Friday, 9:15 p.m. 

WJZ, NBC, New York 

Howard Marshall, British journal- 
ist, who does a Friday evening trans- 
atlantic for U. S. listeners under the 
title, ‘What They Are Saying in 
England,’ has adopted or developed 
the technique of informal friendli- 
ness considered peculiarly character- 
istic of American brodcasting. Im- 
mediately noticeable is the fact that 
though his accent, background and 
viewpoint be English, he does not 
display the Britisher’s traditional re- 
serve, 

More NBC than BBC, Marshall 
speaks of ‘coming into your home, 
taking off my hat, lighting my pipe, 
and perhaps putting my feet up on 
your mantel piece.’ He has mastered 
the fireside chat manner as well. 
perhaps, as any Englishman heard 
on American air lanes. Despite the 
‘brilliant commentator’ introduction, 
Marshall does not attempt or achieve 





Jaco. 





‘HOLLYWOOD DICK’ 

Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 

KELLOGG'S 

Once Weekly 

B Stations, Australia 
Australia got its 


first 


rhatierer y ollvwood gossi when 
HALES-LULLALY CO. (Electrolux) | jeej),s0°< yet ee “ in: aon 
Wed.-Sat. candicatel’ tndiecen  Sitlaes halk 
dd ond ” ynmercial hook-up titled ‘Holly- 
WKY, Oklahoma City jwood Dick.’ Chatterer has s'ight | 
Called away from his sofa as pub- | American accent. It’ 15-minute 
licity and artists bureau head Hal | session sans music, but plus swift de- 
Scher is now broadcasting. Scher, | livery. 
who has a nice way of getting along | Says he gets his stuff by cable 
with the citizens. found himself en- | direct from the Film City and uses | 
tangled with some world-cr! opin- |two reporters to shoot the dope 
ionators whom he steered away from | across. At the rate of over 50 cents | 
the mike with the expertness needed | per word, the cable cost must be | 
in such assignments. | pretty tough, if true, for the class of 
Scher has velvet voice with con- tuff aired. | 
fidential tint that gets passers-by in- | Airing is clean and minus any 
terested and brings out ease before eandal. Just tells of marriages, | 
the mike. Some of his subjects on | deaths, broken engagements, births | 
this broadcast could easily have | and whatnot. 
shaky molars but due ‘o Scher’ | Spiel is broken once to interpose a| 


their oauivers van! 
Good man for the job. | 
Lewis. 


guidance 
quickly. 


| Olug for sponsor's 


product, plus com- 
commencement and ending. 
Session runs once weckly. Gorrick. 


1 
mercial 


concerned, | 


solo | 





toopnagle-Budd Get Few Giggles From 
N.A.B. on Harmless Radio Burlesque 


+ eit at 


1 F 


uught to Wash- 


Washington, Feb. 
Kate Smith was br 


| By BEN BODEC 
| 
| 


gion i: Tuesday (15) to serve as 
fan antidsie to Mae West. The oc- 
'casion was the banquet of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, to 
ich the: had been invited sena- 
yr co « en, cabinet officers, 
( ¢ of the Federal Communi- 
tio Co yn, the President's 
. id iry politicians. 
CBS had pre i upon Mi Smith's 
re ) . Ted Collins, to let 
er make the appearance so that 
Washington officeholders could be 
minded that Mae West wasn’t rep- 
resentative of radios entertaining 
folk but that the real archetype was 
Columbia's spreader of sweetness and 
i wholesomenes 
Event’s m.c., Mark Ethridge, of 
|WHAS, Louisville, stressed this 
| wholesome angle in introducing Miss 
| Smith when it came her turn to per- 
|}iorm in the show which the three 
| cross-country networks had _ con- 
tributed. Ethridge also referred to 
}her as a Virginia girl who had gone 
i} from Washington to big things in her 
field. For the maneuverers of the 
| NAB convention, which the dinner 
| climaxed, it was a soul-beaming op- 
|}portunity. For two days the as- 


|sembled broadcasters had been sub- 
d to some stiff earslapping on 
| the tovic of radio’s derelictions, with 
Sen. Burton K. Wheeler and FCC 
Chairman Frank MeNinch, in turn, 
us-ng the La West episode over NBC 
as the motif for their warnings about 
keeping the air clean, 

As an afier-banquet entertainment 
NAB conventions have seen and 
heard be.ter. Besides Miss Smith, 
Columbia accounted for the Eaton 
Boys. NBC reunited Stoopnagle and 
Budd for the occasion and made it 
a three-man act by adding Graham 
McNamee, Mario Cozzi, basso-bari- 
tone, who proved the ace hit of the 
runoff, also wore the NBC colors. 
Penay Venuta was brought on from 
New York by Mutual. Wearing ro- 
body’s colors in particular was 
Strickland Gillian, monologist, who 
had himself wound up for a half- 
hour of crossroads humor and kept 
plugging away at it with undimin- 
ished vigor until the last line of the 
routine had been delivered. 

Lukewarm reception that Stoop- 
nagle and Budd’s script got indi- 
cated that broadcasters as a whole 
were not ready to laugh about the 


iecte 


foibles of their own business. It wes 
cleverly contrived material which 
this pair, supported by McNamee, 


gave out in burlesquing the curious 
things that used to happen when a 
network and its latest local ally 
ioined in a dedicatory broadcast. 
Failure of the dining broadcasters’ 
to act up in a big way to this bit of 
broad but harmless tomfoolery might 
have been due to what had been 
happening to them for the same two 
days. Both Senator Wheeler and 
Chairman MeNinch had taken much 
time out in their speeches to impress 
upon the broadcasters the seriousness 
of tieir responsibility to the nation. 

Miss Smith’s contribution was tip- 
top as long as she stuck to the pop 
genre. For her third and closing 
number she took to ‘Macushla’ and 
built it up to a scenery-tearing rip- 
snorter of a dixie wham. Benay 
Venuta’s brace of romantic ditties 
went over nicely. as did the snappy 
harmonizing by the Eaton foursome. 

Ethridge, a business man, did swell 
his m.c. assignment. It was so 
good that his amateur standing was 
threatened, 


PIPE SMOKING TIME 
With Landt Trio and Curly Mahr, 

Edward Roecker and Benny Krue- 

ger’s Orchestra 
50 Mins. 

MODEL TOBACCO 

Monday, 8:30 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Arthur Kudner) 

With ‘Pick and Pat,’ program reg- 
ulars, vacationing, substitute is a 
filler for two weeks. It’s standard 
radio entertainment of the musical 
and vocel order. 


With Curly Mahr at the piano, 
Lanodt Trio’s vocalizing was far su- 








taste of a} 


nerior to their selections, which in- 
cluded a travesty on ‘Three Trees,’ 
and a number about St, Valentine’s 
Davy. 
Edward 
‘Glory 


Roecker, 
Road,” with 


baritone, 
lots 


sang 
of punch. 


| Kruever’s orchestra filled out the rest 


of the time adeauately. Production 
wes handled by Frank A. MacMahon, 
aisO mm. C, 
‘AFTERNOON EDITION’ 
With Peter Grant, Mike Coorey 
News 
15 Mins.—Local 
YITCHELLACE, INC, 
Saturday, 12:15 p. m. 
WLW, Cincinnati 

A newscast innovation, at least for 
WLW and Ciney, is the headline-cry- 
ng idea employed in this series. It’s 
nunchy. Peter Grant reels off up-to- 


the-minute foreign and domestic 

finches. He's introduced by Mike 

Coorey, jocal newsboy' character, 
‘Continued on page 63) 
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Anti-Nazis Protest to WBNX, Bronx: 


Say Hitler Was 


NBC Statement on Percy Winner 


+ 


Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League 
has registered a protest with WBNX, 
Bronx, N. Y.. on the charge that 
this station carried some hurrahing 
for Hitler last Wednesday (16) 
night. Asserton is that on a Ger- 
man-tongue program presided over 
by Herbert Oettgen, Nazism was 
lauded as were the Hitler gains in 
Austria, and listeners were strongly 
urged to listen to the address of Hit- 
ler to the Reichstag, which was 
short-waved to the U. S. last Sunday 
(20). 

League threatened to report the 
matter to the FCC and further asked 
the station to drop Oettgen off its 
wavelength. Alleged ‘offender’ runs 
@ participatory program. 

Accepts NBC Note 

Meanwhile, Anti-Nazi League has 
withdrawn its protest over the dis- 
missal of Percy Winner as chief of 
NBC's International (short-wave) 
Division. Squawk was registered 
with David Sarnoff, prez of RCA 
and board chairman of NBC. League 
asserted that it believed Winner had 
been fired because two foreign gov- 
ernments complained over the type 
of short-wave news NLC was send- 
ing across the pond. Sarnoff secured 
a report from NBC’s chief of pro- 
grams, John F. Royal. League, after 
digging deeper into the matter and 


perusing the report, notified Sar- 
noff that it was satisfied with NBC’s 
explanation. Network during the 


past two weeks would not even offi- 
cially admit Winner had been fired, 
but clung to the ‘resigned’ type of 
statement. 

In accepting the explanation of the 
Winner case, the League simulta- 
neously registered with Sarnoff per- 
sonally a protest against NBC's em- 
ploying Ernst Kotz as German-lingo 
announcer in the short-wave pro- 
gram department. Kotz has several 
times been charged with propagand- 
izing for the Nazi Party in the U. S. 


REVIEW AIR SHOWS 
UNDER SPONSORSHIP 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

‘Listen,’ Sunday afternoon radio 
E0ssip session authored by Pat Kelly 
and read by mikeman Herb Allen 
over KFRC, local Mutual outlet, has 
its first sponsor after 19 weeks on 
the air as a sustainer. Bankrolier 
is the Shasta Water Co. which signed 
through D’Evelyn & Wadsworth 
egency for a 13-week stretch. 








sponsored by the C.LO. to standard 
entertainment. 
gram and organist J. Gordon Bald- 


a0: 
raised voice personally, a ghost is 
doing it on WHEC. Audition was 
held for a prime pair of pipes to 
spiel the C.I.O. copy. 


Glorified; Accept 





And Not in Hollywood 


Washington, Feb. 22 

Boudoir pink outer offices and 

a blush-red ianer sanctum will 
house Arthur Godfrey, WJVS 
silver-tongue, who is benefiting 


Elliott-Patterson Unite 
In Casting Bureau Try 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
‘A. N. Elliott and Margaret Patter- 
son are opening a clearing house for 
talent this week. They have tagged 
it the Radio Central Casting Bureau 
and will operate it as service to ad 


Lee Artists Bureau, while Miss Pat- 
terson was assistant production head 
of the whole Affiliated Network, 


TIRING OF 








in the general interior redeco- 
ration program at the local CBS 
studios 

End wall mural, not yet com- 
pleted, draws attention to God- 
frey’s extra-curricular activi- 
ties as a gentleman farmer (of 
Virginia, suh). Pigs, turkeys, 
cows, horses, orchards and farm 
will adorn back-drop of the 
private study—plus portraits of 
Godfrey’s private aeroplane and 
sailboat. 

He's the station’s 
ent personality. 


C.L0. Sponsors 
Tenor-Organist 


Show on WHEC 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

C.1L.O. commercial program has 
been launched on WHEC, Rochester, | 
N. Y., first in that area. Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers’ union is 
the bankroller. Show rides Sundays, 
1:30-2 p. m. It is ‘educational’ in 
type. 

Show is closest of those so far 


chief tal- 














Tenor Gerald In- 


win, both local Rochester faves, are 
the talent. Difference, too, in the 
palaves purred. Whereas in other 
air instances, union leaders 


Morris Novik, of WEVD and 
WNYC, New York, did production 
on the program. 





Dummy as Vox Popper 





Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
New type quiz show will be 





Quarter-hour commentary is being 
spotted at 2:45 p.m., sponsor not to 
insist on soft-pedalling of possible 
controversial material. Programs in- 
clude reviews of radio shows, re- 
gardless of network or station, biogs 
of artists, dance band news and other 
similar items. 


We, the People’ Off The 
Pacific; Disliked Time 


Sanka coffee’s ‘We the People’ 
bowed off Columbia’s Pacific link 
last Thursday (17) because the ac- 
count decided the Coast audience 
available at 4:30 in the afternoon 
wasn't worth while. 

Program used to do a rebroadcast 
which got to the Pacific at 7 p.m. 
but found the competition it met 
from Bing Crosby-Kraft Music Hall 
(NBC-red) too tough. 








Jack Benny’s Tax Tiff 
Washington, Feb. 22. 
Tax feud between Jack Benny and 
the Internal Revenue crew wound 
up in an armistice this week. Radio 
entertainer Monday (21) 


1934 income tax, in return for tear- 


ing up aé claim for $7,756 in 
deficiencies. 
Case had been carried to the 


Board of Tax Appeals. 


| 


NBC Soprano in Legit 
Marie Louise Quevli, soprano un- 
der contract to NBC Artists Service, 
has been set for the Rodgers and 
Hart musical, ‘I Married an Angel.’ 
Legit is carded to bow onto Broad- 
way end of March. 
Warbler has had no air commer- 
cials other than guest-spottings. 


agreed to | 
pay the Government $4,500 on his} 


preemed on WIP Friday night with 
Dizzy Dugan, dummy of ventriloquist 
Bob Nellor, posing the trippers. Nel- 


AIR MISERY?) 


Louisville, Feb. 22. 

Sentiment locally anent the day- 
time script’ serials, which clutter up 
the daytime broadcast hours of local 
stations, has found expression in a 
flood of ‘letters to the editor’ in the 
local newspapers. Gist of the com- 
plaints have been that the serials 
stress too much sob stuff, and run 
too much toward human troubles and 
difficulties, rather than to the more 
cheerful and happy phases of hu- 
man activity. 
General impression is that listen- 
ers are fed up on the depressing stuff 
and do not relish the parade of woe- 
ful drama. On the other hand, some 
of the letters take issue with that 
slant, and advocate the serials as they 
are, as they explain that they depict 
life in its true sense. Some letters 
stated the writer preferred realism, 
rather than too much Pollyanna stuff, 
and suggested that the serials con- 
tinue in their current groove. 





COCKTAIL PARTY ON AIR 


Joseph Cherniavsky Inducted in 
Cincinnati Non-Musically 








Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 

Josef Cherniavsky, newly appoint- 
ed co-director of the Crosley musi- 
cal staff, made his bow to WLW lis- 
teners Friday (18) im a_ special 
broadcast that was sans music. Pro- 
gram, 15 minutes, originated in the 
Netherland Plaza amidst a cock- 
tail party for the press in honor of 
the maestro. 


Others heard on the program were 
Mayor James G. Stewart, James D. 
Shouse, general manager of WLW 
and WSAI, and William G. Stoess, 
for long head of Crosley’s music de- 


partment. 
Cherniavsky’s first musical pro- 
gram on WLW was Sunday (20), 


when he revived the ‘Musical Cam- 
era’ type of show he formerly did on 
the NBC red net for Rogers Bros. 
silverware. It marked the start of 
a weekly series that will spread to 
either NBC or Mutual. 

In new show Cherniavsky has a 
concert combo of 25 musicians, with 





lor is appearing at Arcadia-Interna- 
tional nitery and questions will be 
tossed at patrons in the spot. It 
will be strictly gag stuff, all un- 
rehearsed. 

If successful, show will be shifted 
from WIP'’s period at the Arcadia to 
WCAU’s, which is pumped to Co- 
lumbia net. 





Hink and Dink on WLW 


Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 

Hink and Dink, blackface comics, 
have returned to WLW after an ab- 
sence of two years. Spotted on a 
new series, ‘The Minstrel Men,’ 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 7:45 
p.m. For many years they were on 
the ‘Cotton Queen’ series on WLW, 
claimed by that station as ‘the origi- 
nal showboat of the air.’ 

Ray Shannon, ex vaude and musi- 
cal comedy, and on the Crosley tal- 
ent staff for the past two years, is 
middle man for the new program, 
which has music by Joe Lugar’s 
staff band. 


vocals by Stephen Merrill, tenor; 
Kresup Erion, soprano, and the Four 
Modernaires, male close-harmonists. 


CAMERON PRUD’'HOMME 
NBC FRISCO PROG. DIR. 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

Cameron Prud’homme - succeeds 
Frank Cope as production manager 
of the local NBC studios, effective 
March 1. Cope, who has been with 
the network for two years, left to 
return to KJBS, indie station, where 
he will resume the emcee spot on 
the morning ‘Alarm Klok Klub’ pro- 
grams. 

Prud'homme has been on the NBC 
production staff here for the past 
year, handling production on the 
Sperry dramatic shows and other 
commereials. He has directed both 
stage and screen productions and was 
also a legit actor before going into 
radio. 




















__ Rati 





Daffodils 





New York City—Ralph Edwards, C 
the Chipso show. 
Show's agency later complimented 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—Brother 


air without name of the dog. 





violation, 


of Supreme Court 
WBAX broadcast a description of his dog, Bingo. 


BS announcer, had a tooth pulled last 


week and scrammed back to the studio just in time to do his spiel for 
Deadening after-effect of the anaesthetic gave his jaw- 
ing a tough tussie for a while but chore was finally completed. 


him for an especially good job. 





Justice Maxey asked 
Item went out over the 


When asked why, Manager Seville explained 
that FCC regulations banned airing of information relative to bingo games 
and he didn’t want mention of the pooch’s moniker to be construed as a 


ag ies i j . ers 4 " . 
— Ss, indie producer anc Manhood Vindicated 
Elliott was formerly with the Don | Jini 


| 





Oklahoma City, Feb. 22. 

For weeks the boys on the 
WKY mobile transmitter unit 
felt suppressed by having only 
new real-estate subdivisions to 
cover and housewives to inter- 
view, 

Dreams came true last week 
in the form of a beautiful flood 
on the Arkansas river, 175 
miles from Oklahoma City and 
with all the roads leading to 
spot covered with a cake of 
ice and snow two inches thick 
requiring a 12 hour trip. 

Accompanying the unit were 
Gayle Grubb, WKY. station 
manager, Jack Lovell, engineer, 
and Ben Bezoff, announcer, 


Under City Management, WPG in Black: 











Lawyers Stand 


Watch; Gabbers 
Cant Meander 


Seattle, Feb. 22. 

Ned Midgley, of B.B.D. & O., and 
Bert Cochran, of McCann-Erickson, 
in town on a business visit, got an 
insight last week on what the local 
station operators have to contend 
with in the bitterly fought campaign 
now going on for city nominations. 
Before going on candidates are cau- 
tioned to stick to their scripts and 
standing along side of them to re- 
mind them of any departures are 
lawyers retained by the station. 


Scramble among the AFL, CIO and 
reform ticket candidates has added 
strands of gray hair to the head of 
more than one station exec. Couple 
of them, unable any more to stand 
the strain of keeping the candidates 
within verbal bounds, have fled to 
distant retreats. 








CONVINCES SPONSOR 


Factory Hands Get Hour Off to 
Stump Radio Singer, but Can’t 








St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

A pound can of java is the bait 
offered for WTMV if they are suc- 
cessful in stumping Susie, the sta- 
tion’s ‘Girl from the Hills,’ who spe- 
cializes in hillbilly ditties. The David 
G. Evans Coffee Co., St. Louis, which 
is currently sponsoring Susie’s pro- 
grams, is making the award. Before 
taking the gamble on the free distri- 
bution of their Old Judge brand of 
java the Evans Co. aided by Woody 
Klose and Billy Knight, WTMV 
execs. held a preview in a factory 
room of the coffee company. 

Using a Philco inter-office commu- 
nication apparatus for mike and 
speaker employees of the company 
were given a whack at trying to 
stumry Susie. None did, but all got 
an hour off from their daily toil try- 
ing. Susie got her job with the sta- 
tion several months ago when she 
survived a 20-minute audition dur- 
ing which she sang every hillbilly 
song Woody Klose could think co. 


KOSTELANETZ LOSES 
90% OF MUSICIANS 


When WOR, along with other New 
York stations, puts its staff musicians 
on a five-day week March 1, the 
latter will lose out on the extra 
money they have been earning on 
the Andre Kostelanetz-Chesterfield 
show (CBS) Wednesday nights. Un- 
der the present arrangement WOR’s 
staff men get Wednesdays off, but 
the revised schedule will have them 
working at WOR Wednesday nights. 
Kostelanetz has been using 90% of 
the WOR contingent. 

Five-day week is part of the New 
York musicians union’s campaign to 
spread the work for its membership. 











Percy Taylor, of the Birmingham, 
Ala., News staff, is doing a Professor 
Quiz over WKBC nightly, basing 
his questions on the day’s items in 











that paper, 


~ 


Consistent Loser Under Columbia 


> 


Atlantic City, Feb. 22. 

Municipal Radio Station WPG 
which during a five-year operation 
by Columbia Broadcasting had an 
annual loss of around $26,000 is, 
under municipal operation, pulling 
out of the red and this year will 
hit the black for $864.14. A report 
to this effect was made this week 
to Mayor C. D. White by Manager 
Norman Reed. 

Report stated that the income of 
the station for the year 1937 was 
$105,595.91 as against $104,731.77 ex- 
pense. This, explained Reed, was 
actual figures, but a little item of 
depreciation has since been added— 
$2,753.79. Reed is hoping that a 
deal now pending goes through and 
new equipment will be made avail- 
able together with a new full time 
wave length. 

Above figures that report stated 


showed a big improvement over 
1936 when the loss was set at 
$7,496.56. City appropriates a part 
of its advertising budget for the 
operation of WPG which covers 
losses if any. 

Outstanding improvement in the 
report was that of advertising re- 


turns, the $105,595.91 of 1937 being 
far in advance of the $45,507.79 of 
the previous year. 





Camden, N. J., Feb. 22. 

Decision by city officials regarding 
disposal of station WCAM, which 
has been municipally operated since 
Feb. 1, when the city’s contract with 
the Broadcast Advertising Co. ex- 
pired, calls for the management of 
the station under city control. Invi- 
tations to submit 10-year plan for 
management of the station have been 
sent to interested parties. 

Instructions require submission of 
proposals ‘in writing, addressed to 
the Board of Commissioners of the 
City of Camden, enclosed in a sealed 
envelope and delivered to the Board 
of Commissioners of the City of 
Camden not later than Feb. 24 at 
2:30 p. m., local time. 


WHALE OR BUTTERFLY 
RADIO CHASES THEM 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

NBC now covering San Francisco 
from Washington. Radio whale- 
hunt in San Francisco harbor in- 
augurated from local studios, with 
network paying most of the expenses 
of Jim Moran, publicity man, to 
cross the continent, climb into a 
speedboat and stage a whale-hunt 
which would be broadcast over one 
of the web’s national hookups. 

Death of the original whale and 
failure to find a second Moby Dick 
—said to be sporting between ferry- 
boats and tugs in the same locale— 
convinced studio execs that plan 
must be abandoned. Moran, whe 
was to have carried a harpoon and 
microphone with him on the chase, 
will air his experiences over a local, 
not network, program. 

Stunt did not go unnoticed by 
WJSV. Rival tiransmitter’s public- 
ity gal, Anne Gillis, did not stop 
pestering the U. S. Coast Guard 
with queries on the habits and cus- 
toms of whales until definite word 
was received that the NBC cetacean 
had died in a collision with a tanker. 


Allen Campbell’s Title 


Detroit, Feb. 22. 

H. Allen Campbell, general man- 
ager of WXYZ here, has been named 
treasurer of King-Trendle Broad- 
casting Corp. Takes over duties for- 
merly held by John H. King, who'll 
now devote time to vice-presidency. 
King formerly was both vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer. 
Lineup now stands at George 
Trendle, prez; King, v.p.; Campbell, 
treasurer and g.m.; Howard Pierce, 
secretary, and A. B. Stoeffler, audi- 
tor, who now becomes. assistant 
treasurer. 
Starting as a salesman, Campbell 
has been with WXYZ since 1930, 
later becoming sales manager and 
then g.m. 


Lyle DeMoss Joins WOW 


Lincoln, Feb. 22 
WOW, Omaha, dug into KFAB- 
KFOR’s talent this week and Lyle 
DeMoss, KFAB program director and 
No. 1 personality, goes over to the 
Omaha studio as program manager 

















under Harry Burke, to handle the 
musical end, 
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Free Radio Repair in England; 
But It Was Secret for a Year 


ee + 


London, Feb. 15. 
That they don’t know what pub- 
licity means in the U. K. is proved 
in the fact the Post Office operates 
an anti-radio interference 
though nobody knows about It’s 
been going on for about a year, and 
includes a bevy of 300 
who wait the call to cure the ills of 
home radio equipments. 
Good idea, but wheever thought it 
out forgot to let radio users Know, 
so in none of the post offices, postal 
publications or other possible chan- 
nels is existence of the unit adver- 


tised. If it hadn't been for ‘Daily 
Express,’ organization m ght still be 
a deep secret. 

Radio users with problems only 


need to ask for the requisite form at 
any post office, fill it, drop it in the 
letter box stamp tree, and wait for 


the engineer to call. Within a 
coupla days he arrives, tests wiring, 
aerial, earth, botth and the like, 
only stopping when the trouble is 
diagnosed. If it’s interference from 


a refrigerator or an electric motor, 
they'll reason with the owner, sug- 
gest he attaches an eliminator. 
he should say phooey, or even ruder 
remarks, the «ngineer will 
the set owner what apparatus 
needs to cut out offending noise. 
Service is 100° free. 


service, | 
| Broadcasters, 
engineers | 


it 


advise | 
he | 





Tom Holt in Radio 


Sydney, Feb. 8 
Holt is now Efftee 
Ltd.. of the big- 
commercial outfits in Victoria. 

Formerly, Holt was prominent in 
Australia film production. 


Tom chiefing 
one 


rot 
Sst 


CANADA ASSN. 
FIGHTING % 
CHISELS 


Montreal, 


As a result of a resolution 
mously adopted at the 
the Canadian Association of Broad- 
| casters at Ottawa time brokers are 
| to be shooed out of the radio pic- 
| ture starting March 1. Members of 
| the C.A.B. are expected to refuse 
business from station reps unless 
conforming to the new franchise 
regulations adopted at the meeting 





Feb. 22. 
unani- 
meeting of 


M ne 1. Feb, 22 | following recommendations by the 
ontreal, Feb. 22. | 7zA age 
; ? . | C.A.B. fact-finding committee. 
In a decision handed down Feb. 15 | 5 
n ¢ sion hat hn i filial ae Ui eile Saas 
bv Judge Langlois, objections to pay-| “5 4 Tesu t of the resolution gov 
7 <4 4sAliniVis, VI iVtl a) may ; . : Saas i - 
ment of the annual radio license fee | erning time aps rs, station repre- 
-_ . coe sentatives will be requireed to file 
to the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. | enka V , hes res : 
on the grounds of static, interference | application for franchise with the 
I i ; L . Sbas ’ | ~ : ~ 
if sicak” at C.A.B. showing financial stability 
from local power or tramway com- spa : : 
panies, and lack of service, were and a minimum of three national 
anies, anc ack sei 9 re | : 
overruled as immaterial accounts. Applicants for a fran- 
I sd aS immaterial. aa 
Cc ting : ection 50 of the Radio Tele | chise will be obliged to undertake 
1 Ss ul « ( i aQit = | 
a to make no rebates to advertisers 


graph Act, Judge Langlois 
out that ‘The Issuer (CBC) 
note that the existence of 
interference to reception in any dis- 
trict does not absolve lListenevs af- 
fected thereby from obtaining their 
licenses, although the department 
does maintain a free service for 
licensed listeners with a view to the 


should 
inductive 


detection and suppression of inter- 
ference of this character.’ 
Judgment was therefore handed 


down in favor of the CBC. 


WESTERN CANADIAN 
CLERICS IRKED AT RADIO 


Moose Jaw, Sask., Feb. 22. 








Ministerial Association here is 
leading other Sask. preachers in 
sending resolution to CBC asking 


ban on sports broadcasts on Sundays 
and is suggesting that advertising 
programs from U.S.A. might be cut 
to minimum with only minute 
amount of advertising. 

Ministers are particularly irked 
by Chase & Sanborn-McCarthy 
show which, they claim, is keeping 
people out of church as it does not 
finish until 7 p.m. M.S.T., church 
Starting time. 

Suggestion services be set back 30 
min. turned down. 





International ‘Bee’ Mar 6) 


London, Feb. 15. 
B.B.C. got so much favorable com- 


ment following first transatlantic 
spelling bee that second date has 
now been fixed. Repeat perform- 


ance will be March 6, but will 
be on such ritzy lines as first effort 
Just plain folks taking the place 
of Harvard and Oxford students. 


not 


Ella Shields in Aussie 
Sydney, Feb. 8. 





l}- ° } 
Ella Shields mak ng broadcasts for 
+}, sat ’ 
the Australian Broac ting Com- 
mission. 
Came from the U. S. to play the 
Tivoli chain of vaudce houses. 


Italian ".>0r is Australia 


Sydney, Feb. 8. 
Dino Borgioli, Italian opera singer, 
broadcasting a series for the Aus- 


tralian Broadcasting Commission. 

Also set on 
A.B.C. are Stella Power, and Lauri 
ind Dorothy Kennedy. 


for tonsiling terms 


pointed | 


with penalty for rebating to be loss 
of franchise. 

Whether the adoption of these 
|regulations by the C.A.B. will 
sult in close collaboration by 


broadcasters questionable 


the 
is since 
under present circumstance be en- 
forced so that station men would be 
obliged to abide by the decisions ar- 
rived at during the conference. 
Already a circular is being issued 
by one of the station directors who 
voted for the franchise regulation 
calling upon various stations to post- 
pone the new arrangement until 
September. Numerous stations 
throughout the country have already 
accepted contracts from non-fran- 
chised agents and over 30 stations 
have signed contracts extending over 
a period of two years with non-ex- 
clusive representatives during the 
past few months. 
Franchise requirements 
brokers will be as follows: 
1.—Financial responsibility. Evi- 
dence satisfactory to the committee 
of the C.A.B. must be submitted. 
2.—Applicants must submit satis- 
factory evidence to the effect that 
sufficient gross volume of business 
can be produced, the commission on 
which is sufficient to adequately 
maintain their organizations. 


of time 


3.—Gross volume of business re- 
ferred to in section (2) must be on 
account of at least three national 
advertisers. 

4.—Applicant must have no con- 
nection with any advertiser. 

5.—Applicant must 
make no rebates to advertisers. 
penalty rebating, if 
the satisfaction of the C.A.B. 
| mittee, loss of franchise. 


undertake 
The 
to 
com- 





for proven 


6.—Applicant must maintain ade- 


| Gus te organization and equipment 
7.—Applicant must undertake ti 
use the standard form of contract. 


when approved jointly by the C.A.B 
and the Canadian Association of Ad- 
Agencies. 


verlising 

| §8.—Contracts for radio station 
| time must be made in the name of 
|a specific advertiser through the 
| authorized agency. 

| Matter of 2° cash discount to 
| agencies upon prompt payment of 
accounts was also ruled upon and. 


| with three dissenting votes, if was 
decided that this discount would no 
| longer be granted. 
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Ruling to Be Annesled.¥t 


Upheld Would Jeopardize 
Government Radio Corpo- 
ration’s Right to Levy Set 
Taxes and Regulate Rivals 


PAY SEIZURE 


Montreal, Feb. 22. 
Status of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. is all up in the air now 


with the ruling of the Court of Ap- 
peals that the CBC is a private com- 
pany and 


Civil 
ernment, 


not a department of the 
of Federal 
sustained 
or 
in 


Service the 

If 
Court 

result 


Gov- 

Su- 
decision 
complete 


by «the 
Canada, 
the 


preme 


may dis- 
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British Broadcas 





ing Co. Acquitted 


In ‘Misleading Announcement’ Suit 





In Welsh It’s Awful 


London, 
Welsh remaini 


own national tan: 


Feb. 8. 
ng faith- 


inge 
uaPe 


Due to 
ful to their 


— oa aa 
| London, Feb. 11 
| ° . 

Verdict of prime importance to 
theatre and radio interests was given 
when a high court jury ted 
British Broadcasing Co f ani 


malicious intent when it billed ap- 


B.B.C. radiates dally programs to pearance of Fay Compton InaobD daa- 
Wales on the West Regional trans- ast timed simultaneously with her 
mitter—in Welsh. tage appearance at the Hippodrome, 
Fact precipitated a bother, local | Golders Green. 
; religious body protesting obscene Case was first of its kind in a Brit- 
|language was used in a children’s] ish court. and revolved on claim by 
| program, likely to contaminate | the theatre that, due to the public 
iminds of the kiddies. Word used, | assuming Miss Compton would not 
it appears, was Welsh colloquialism. | appear at the theatre, but would be 
Few persons outside Wales, how- |at the BBC studios instead, seat 
ever, understand jaw-cracking Welsh | bookings dropped $3,000 from one 
language, so nobody seems to know | week to the next. Actually her part 
what the word was or, what more | jin the radio program was recorded 


integration of the Corporation in its | 


present form. Entire radio picture | 
in Canada may be changed, with 
radical changes in the CBC setup 


probably resulting which would af- 
fect its activities commercial 
broadcaster, 

If confirmed by the Supreme 
Court as a private corporation the 
powers of the CBC to levy the $2 


as a 


|annual radio license tax would evi- | 
| dently be called into question as 
would the Corporation’s right to 
license and regulate its competitors 
in the privately owned radio sta- 
tion field, 

CBC is now seeking permission | 
from the Court of Appeals to take | 
the case to the Supreme Court. If 
permission should be refused by 
the Court of Appeals the CBC 
| would almost immediately run into | 
| difficulties in administration of its 
affairs. 

Case involving the CBC began 


no penalty has been fixed or could | 





with a seizure of salary of a mu- 
siclan employed by the Canadian 
Radio Commission. The Corpora- 
tion, in taking over the case, refused 
to reveal to the courts the salary of 
the employee on the grounds that, 
as a branch of the Civil Service, its 
employees are exempt from salary 
seizure. 

Counsel: for the plaintiff in the 
case claimed that inasmuch as em- 
ployees, such as musicians, actors, 
vocalists, hired by the Corporation, 
were not obliged to pass a civil serv- 
ice examination, the CBC failed to 
make good its claim to civil service 
privileges; that the Corporation was 
in fact a private company. 

Superior Court judgment found 
against the CBC and the Court of 
Appeals has sustained the Superio1 
Court decision. 








to the point, what it meant 


OBEY RULES, 
MEXICO WARNS 


Mexico City, Feb. 22. 

All radio stations in Mexico, com- 
mercial well amateur, must 
abide strictly by air regulations and 
not attempt to interpret the law to 
their own advantage, the Federal 
government has ordered. Station op- 
erators who don’t obey the are 
subject to heavy fines. 

Government intends to strictly en- 
force the rules against announcers 
cutting into programs with advertis- 


as as 


law 


| ing spiels and to chat for longer than 


two minutes at a _ stretch. 
playings of discs in Engli 
licity lectures in 
also banned. 


Heavy 
h and pub- 


Sind o Je 
nat language 


M . . 
exican Duties Hurt 
Mexico City, Feb. 22. 
Radio retailing in Mexico has pret- 
ty much gone ‘» the bow wows as a 
result of high import tariffs affecting 
apparatus and bulbs that were put 
into effect Jan. 21. Wholesale can- 
celling of orders with American 
manufacturers by most local deal- 
ers. Merchants as a whole are re- 
stricting biz to goods in stock be- 
fore Jan. 21 and to filling orders 
customers placed before that date, as 
a good-will gesture. This good will- 





in? cost one American dealer here 
$1,000, in the form of increased 
duties. 


No prospect now of duties being 
changed until April 30 when they 
automatically drop, but to amounts 
that are higher than the former 
levies. 


Canadian Investigation Probable 


Minister of Transport Howe Willing to Have Dis- 
pute Thoroughly Gone Into 


to | 


in 


Montreal, Feb. 22. 
C. D. Howe, Minister of Transport, 
has advised the House of Commons. 
at Ottawa, that the government is 


| 
| 
| 


prepared to set up a special commit- | 
tee to investigate the policies of the | 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp 


In comparing the CBC with the 
Canadian Natior.al Railways, Howe 
ran into a jam with J. Earl Lawson 


who pointed out that the railways oi 





Canada are controlled in rates, etc 
by an independent commission while 
the CBC contruls the broadcastin 
industry while entering into com- 
petition with pl act na y att 
ame time, 

Said Lawsor The }y iple that 
yne board should boih ce rol ane 
compeie in i istry funda 
mentally unsound and no ¢ mittec 

the House of Cor ) in make 
it yund,’ 

Ir iew of Howe offer it un- 
lerstood that an investigation com- 


be formed. 


. ley 
ili probably 


+ 





Juggler Manages 2KY 


Sydney, Feb. 8. 
Bert Beaver, who used to do a jug- 


‘ling act on the eld Fuller vaude 
chain, is in radio noy 
Manages the local ¢ J 
madcaste 2 KY 


Buffalo Team Followed 
Buffalo, Feb. 22 
WGR-WKBW ey é e- 
nents for Roger Baker 1 
of the Bison 1 
aa i B 
nd play F ; 
)T WGR . 
‘> rile Bailev 7 ‘ ) 
( 1 bat f Bb 


this was 


| though no indication of 

| given in BBC announcements. 
j 

] 

| 


Company claimed damages for in- 
|iurious falsehood and slander of 
| title, but Sir William Jewitt, of the 
corporation, claimed there was no 
evidence of improper, dishonorable 
or dishonest conduct by any BBC 
official or any foundation for the 


suggestion BBC had any intention of 
deceiving the public. 
Jury took two hours to 


verdict. 


agree its 





Nag Oval Loses Appeal 
In Radig-Hurts-Biz Case, 
But Expect Compromise 


Sydney, Jan. 20. 
Refusal of the British Privy Coun- 
| cil to allow the Victoria Park Racing 
|Club to appeal against High Court 
| decision permitting Commonwealth 

Broadcasters (Station 2 UW) 
broadcast racetrack descriptions 
from a tower outside their track 
ends a long fight to try and prevent 
airing of races. Park alleged that 
such airings was hurtful to attend- 
ances, but the Privy Council ruled 
otherwise and refused appeal per- 
mission. Stated unofficially that law 
costs in the fight would exceed $50.- 
000. It is generally admitted that 
other racing clubs were behind the 
park. 

Following the result of the de- 
cision, the majority of the big com- 
mercials said that they had no in- 
tention of hurting attendances at any 
race meeting, and were perfectly 
willing to assist the clubs with air 
publicity to the fullest extent. 

In New South Wales horse racing 
descriptions are about the most pop- 
ular type of broadcasting. It has 
| been said that airing of races in 
|running is responsible for so much 
tarting price betting taking place, 
and appeals from certain bodies 
| have been made from time to time 
requesting the government to put a 
top to all race broadcasts. 

It is quite probable that the com- 
mercials and the race clubs will get 
together and work out some scheme 
that will be helpful to both sides, 


ANSWERED! 
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|M.P. Asks How Come B.B.C. Deal 
| With United Press 
London, Feb. 8 
| Because 99% cf the cap.tal of Brit- 
h United Press news service al- 
leged to be held by America M.P 
ave gotten burned up as result of 
p po il of Briti h Br yadcasting 
Corp. to add the service to agencies 
on which it draws for new pul] 
B.B.( at present arved b Reu- 
. Exchanve Televraph, P 
ciation, and Cs Ne i rae 
liates four nev ( 
I I e of ¢ if 
to know if true B.B4 
to use a foreign ne - 
{ why, to which Maior T 
. ter Gener repled t 
Corporation was anxious to get most 
ete news cov: D ble and 
id not consider it n to vet 
permission on ich a routine de- 
( n 
R y vas f t 
t it up the squ 
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Anti-Nazis Protest 
Say Hitler Was 


to WBNX. Bronx: 
Glorified; Accept 


NBC Statement on Percy Winner 


Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League 
has registered a protest with WBNX, 
Bronx, N. Y., on the charge that 
this station carried some hurrahing 


for Hitler last Wednesday (16) Boudoir pink outer offices and 
night. Asserton is that on ‘a Ger- a blush-red iuner sanctum will 
man-tongue program presided over house Arthur Godfrey, WJVS 
by Herbert Oettgen, Nazism was silver-tongue, who is benefiting 
lauded as were the Hitler gains in in the general interior redeco- 


Austria, and listeners were strongly 
urged to listen to the address of Hit- 
ler to the Reichstag, which wa 
short-waved to the U. S. last Sunday 
(20). 

League threatened to report the 
matter to the FCC and further asked 
the station to drop Oettgen off its 
wavelength. Alleged ‘offender’ runs 
@ participatory program. 

Accepts NBC Note 

Meanwhile, Anti-Nazi League has 
withdrawn its protest over the dis- 
missal of Percy Winner as chief of 


NBC's International (short-wave) 
Division. Squawk was registered 
with David Sarnoff, prez of RCA 


and board chairman of NBC. League 
asserted that it believed Winner had 
been fired because two foreign gov- 
ernments complained over the type 
of short-wave news NLC was send- 
ing across the pond. Sarnoff secured 
a report from NBC's chief of pro- 
grams, John F. Royal. League, after 
digging deeper into the matter and 


perusing the report, notified Sar- 
noff that it was satisfied with NBC’s 
explanation. Network during the 


past two weeks would not even offi- 
cially admit Winner had been fired, 
but clung to the ‘resigned’ type of 
statement. 

In accepting the explanation of the 
Winner case, the League simulta- 
neously registered with Sarnoff per- 
sonally a protest against NBC’s em- 
ploying Ernst Kotz as German-lingo 
announcer in the short-wave pro- 
gram department. Kotz has several 
times been charged with propagand- 
izing for the Nazi Party in the U. S. 


REVIEW AIR SHOWS 
UNDER SPONSORSHIP 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

‘Listen,’ Sunday afternoon radio 
E0ssip session authored by Pat Kelly 
and read by mikeman Herb Allen 
over KFRC, local Mutual outlet, has 
its first sponsor after 19 weeks on 
the air as a sustainer. Bankroller 
is the Shasta Water Co. which signed 
through D’Evelyn & Wadsworth 
agency for a 13-week stretch. 

Quarter-hour commentary is being 
spotted at 2:45 p.m., sponsor not to 
insist on soft-pedalling of possible 
controversial material. Programs in- 
clude reviews of radio shows, re- 
gardless of network or station, biogs 
of artists, dance band news and other 
eimilar items. 


We, the People’ Off The 











Pacific; Disliked Time 


‘We the People’ 
Columbia’s Pacific link 
last Thursday (17) because the ac- 
the Coast audience 
in the afternoon 





Sanka _ coffee’s 
bowed off 


count decided 
available at 4:30 
wasn't worth while. 


Program used to do a rebroadcast 


which got to the Pacific at 7 p.m 


but found the competition it met 
from Bing Crosby-Kraft Music Hall 


(NBC-red) too tough. 


Jack Benny’s Tax Tiff 
Washington, Feb. 22. 
Tax feud between Jack Benny and 
the Internal Revenue crew wound 


up in an armistice this week. Radio } oe 


entertainer Monday (21) 
pay the Government $4,500 on his 
1934 income tax, in return for tear- 


ing up a claim for $7,756 in| 
deficiencies. 
Case had been carried to the 


Board of Tax Appeals. 
NBC Soprano in Legit 
Marie Louise Quevli, soprano un- 
der contract to NBC Artists Service, 
has been set for the Rodgers and 


Hart musical, ‘I Married an Angel.’ 


Legit is carded :o bow onto Broad- 
way end of March. 


Warbler has had no air commer- 


cials other than guest-spottings. 


agreed to | 


+ 





And Not in Hollywood 


Washington, Feb. 22. 


ration program at the local CBS 
studio 

End wall mural, not yet com- 
pleted, draws attention to God- 
frey’s extra-curricular activi- 
ties as a gentleman farmer (of 
Virginia, suh). Pigs, turkeys, 
cows, horses, orchards and farm 
will adorn back-drop of the 
private study—plus portraits of 
Godfrey’s private aeroplane and 
Sailboat. 

He's station’s 
ent personality. 


C.L.0. Sponsors 
Tenor-Organist 


Show on WHEC 


the chief tal- 











Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 22. 
C.I.O. commercial program has 
been launched on WHEC, Rochester, 
N. Y., first in that area. Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers’ union is 
the bankroller. Show rides Sundays, 


1:30-2 p. m. It is ‘educational’ in 
type. 
Show is closest of those so far 


sponsored by the C.LO. to standard 
entertainment. Tenor Gerald In- 
gram and organist J. Gordon Bald- 
win, both local Rochester faves, are 
the talent. Difference, too, in the 
palaves purred. Whereas in other 
C.I.O. air instances, union leaders 
raised voice personally, a ghost is 
doing it on WHEC. Audition was 
held for a prime pair of pipes to 
spiel the C.I.O. copy. 

Morris Novik, of WEVD and 
WNYC, New York, did production 
on the program. 





Dummy as Vox Popper 





Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 

New type quiz show will be 
preemed on WIP Friday night with 
Dizzy Dugan, dummy of ventriloquist 
Bob Nellor, posing the trippers. Nel- 
lor is appearing at Arcadia-Interna- 
tional nitery and questions will be 
tossed at patrons in the spot. It 
will be strictly gag stuff, all un- 
rehearsed. 

If successful, show will be shifted 
from WIP’s period at the Arcadia to 
WCAU's, which is pumped to Co- 
lumbia net. 








Hink and Dink on WLW 
Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 

Hink and Dink, blackface comics, 
have returned to WLW after an ab- 
sence of two years. Spotted on a 
new series, ‘The Minstrel Men,’ 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 7:45 
p.m. For many years they were on 
.{ the ‘Cotton Queen’ series on WLW, 
claimed by that station as ‘the origi- 
nal showboat of the air.’ 

Ray Shannon, ex vaude and musi- 
cal comedy, and on the Crosley tal- 
ent staff for the past two years, is 
middle man for the new program, 
which has music by Joe Lugar’s 
staff band. 





Elliott-Patterson Unite 
In Casting Bureau Try 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

A. N. Elliott and Margaret Patter- 
son are opening a clearing house for 
talent this week. They have tagged 
it the Radio Central Casting Bureau 
and will operate it as service to ad 
agencies, indie producers and 
others. 

Elliott was formerly with the Don 
Lee Artists Bureau, while Miss Pat- 
terson was assistant production head 
of the whole Affiliated Network, 


TIRING OF 
AIR MISERY? 


Louisville, Feb. 22. 

Sentiment locally anent the day- 
time script serials, which clutter up 
the daytime broadcast hours of local 
stations, has found expression in a 
flood of ‘letters to the editor’ in the 
local newspapers. Gist of the com- 
plaints have been that the serials 
stress too much sob stuff, and run 
too much toward human troubles and 
difficulties, rather than to the more 
cheerful and happy phases of hu- 
man activity. 








General impression is that listen- 
ers are fed up on the depressing stuff 
and do not relish the parade of woe- 
ful drama. On the other hand, some 
of the letters take issue with that 
slant, and advocate the serials as they 
are, as they explain that they depict 
life in its true sense. Some letters 
stated the writer preferred realism, 
rather than too much Pollyanna stuff, 
and suggested that the serials con- 
tinue in their current groove. 





COCKTAIL PARTY ON AIR 


Joseph Cherniavsky Inducted in 
Cincinnati Non-Musically 
Cincinnati, Feb. 22. 

Josef Cherniavsky, newly appoint- 
ed co-director of the Crosley musi- 
cal staff, made his bow to WLW lis- 
teners Friday (18) in a _ special 
broadcast that was sans music. Pro- 
gram, 15 minutes, originated in the 
Netherland Plaza amidst a cock- 
tail party for the press in honor of 
the maestro. 








Others heard on the program were 
Mayor James G. Stewart, James D. 
Shouse, general manager of WLW 
and WSAI, and William G. Stoess, 
for long head of Crosley’s music de- 
partment. 

Cherniavsky’s first musical pro- 
gram on WLW was Sunday (20), 
when he revived the ‘Musical Cam- 
era’ type of show he formerly did on 
the NBC red net for Rogers Bros. 
silverware. It marked the start of 
a weekly series that will spread to 
either NBC or Mutual. 

In new show Cherniavsky has a 





concert combo of 25 musicians, with 
vocals by Stephen Merrill, tenor; 
Kresup Erion, soprano, and the Four 
Modernaires, male close-harmonists. 


CAMERON PRUD’HOMME 
NBC FRISCO PROG. DIR. 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

Cameron Prud'homme - succeeds 
Frank Cope as production manager 
of the local NBC studios, effective 
March 1. Cope, who has been with 
the network for two years, left to 
return to KJBS, indie station, where 
he will resume the emcee spot on 
the morning ‘Alarm Klok Klub’ pro- 
grams. 

Prud’homme has been on the NBC 
production staff here for the past 
year, handling production on the 
Sperry dramatic shows and other 
commereials. He has directed both 
stage and screen productions and was 
also a legit actor before going into 
radio. 




















{ 


|__—Rati 


Daffodils 





the Chipso show. 


Show’s agency later complimented 


air without name of the dog. 





violation, 


=r 


New York City—Ralph Edwards, CBS announcer, had a tooth pulled last 
week and scrammed back to the studio just in time to do his spiel for 
Deadening after-effect of the anaesthetic gave his jaw- 
ing a tough tussle for a while but chore was finally completed. 


him for an especially good job. 





Wilkes-Barre, Pa.—Brother of Supreme Court Justice Maxey asked 
WBAX broadcast a description of his dog, Bingo. 


Item went out over the 


When asked why, Manager Seville explained 
that FCC regulations banned airing of information relative to bingo games 
and he didn’t want mention of the pooch’s moniker to be construed as a 


| 


| 
: 
| 


| 
| 
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‘Under City Management, WPG in Black: 


Consistent Loser Under Columbia 





Manhood Vindicated 





Oklahoma City, Feb. 22. 

For weeks the boys on the 
WKY mobile transmitter unit 
felt suppressed by having only 
new real-estate subdivisions to 
cover and housewives to inter- 
view, 

Dreams came true last week 
in the form of a beautiful flood 
on the Arkansas river, 175 
miles from Oklahoma City and 
with all the roads leading to 
spot covered with a cake of 
ice and snow two inches thick 
requiring a 12 hour trip. 

Accompanying the unit were 
Gayle Grubb, WKY station 
manager, Jack Lovell, engineer, 
and Ben Bezoff, announcer, 











Lawyers Stand 


Watch; Gabbers 
Can't Meander 


Seattle, Feb. 22. 

Ned Midgley, of B.B.D. & O., and 
Bert Cochran, of McCann-Erickson, 
in town on a business visit, got an 
insight last week on what the local 
station operators have to contend 
with in the bitterly fought campaign 
now going on for city nominations. 
Before going on candidates are cau- 
tioned to stick to their scripts and 
standing along side of them to re- 
mind them of any departures are 
lawyers retained by the station. 

Scramble among the AFL, CIO and 
reform ticket candidates has added 
strands of gray hair to the head of 
more than one station exec. Couple 
of them, unable any more to stand 
the strain of keeping the candidates 
within verbal bounds, have fled to 
distant retreats. 








CONVINCES SPONSOR 


Factory Hands Get Hour Off te 
Stump Radio Singer, but Can’t 








St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

A pound can of java is the bait 
offered for WTMV if they are suc- 
cessful in stumping Susie, the sta- 
tion’s ‘Girl from the Hills,” who spe- 
cializes in hillbilly ditties. The David 
G. Evans Coffee Co., St. Louis, which 
is currently sponsoring Susie’s pro- 
grams, is making the award. Before 
taking the gamble on the free distri- 
bution of their Old Judge brand of 
java the Evans Co, aided by Woody 
Klose and Billy Knight, WTMV 
execs, held a preview in a factory 
room of the coffee company. 

Using a Philco inter-office commu- 
nication apparatus for mike and 
speaker employees of the company 
were given a whack at trying to 
stumy Susie. None did, but all got 
an hour off from their daily toil try- 
ing. Susie got her job with the sta- 
tion several months ago when she 
survived a 20-minute audition dur- 
ing which she sang every hillbilly 
song Woody Klose could think co. 


KOSTELANETZ LOSES 
907, OF MUSICIANS 


When WOR, along with other New 
York stations, puts its staff musicians 
on a five-day week March 1, the 
latter will lose out on the extra 
money they have been earning on 
the Andre Kostelanetz-Chesterfield 
show (CBS) Wednesday nights. Un- 
der the present arrangement WOR’s 
staff men get Wednesdays off, but 
the revised schedule will have them 
working at WOR Wednesday nights. 
Kostelanetz has been usjng % of 
the WOR contingent. 

Five-day week is part of the New 
York musicians union’s campaign to 
spread the work for its membership. 











Percy Taylor, of the Birmingham, 
Ala., News staff, is doing a Professor 
Quiz over WKBC nightly, basing 
his questions on the day’s items in 
that paper, 


> 


Atlantic City, Feb. 292. 
Municipal Radio Station WPG 
which during a five-year operation 
by Columbia Broadcasting had an 
annual loss of around $26,000 is, 
under municipal operation, pulling 


out of the red and this year wi] 
hit the black for $864.14. A report 
to this effect was made this week 


to Mayor C. D, White by Manager 
Norman Reed. 

Report stated that the income of 
the station for the year 1937 was 
$105,595.91 as against $104,731.77 ex- 
pense. This, explained Reed, was 
actual figures, but a little item of 
depreciation has since been added-- 
$2,753.79. Reed is hoping that a 
deal now pending goes through and 
new equipment will be made avail- 
able together with a new full time 
wave length. 

Above figures that report stated 


showed a big improvement over 
1936 when the loss was set at 
$7,496.56. City appropriates a part 
of its advertising budget for the 
operation of WPG which covers 
losses if any. 

Outstanding improvement in the 


report was that of advertising re- 
turns, the $105,595.91 of 1937 being 
far in advance of the $45,507.79 of 
the previous year. 





Camden, N. J., Feb. 22 

Decision by city officials regarding 
disposal of station WCAM, which 
has been municipally operated since 
Feb. 1, when the city’s contract with 
the Broadcast Advertising Co. ex- 
pired, calls for the management of 
the station under city control. Invi- 
tations to submit 10-year plan for 
management of the station have been 
sent to interested parties. 

Instructions require submission of 
proposals ‘in writing, addressed to 
the Board of Commissioners of the 
City of Camden, enclosed in a sealed 
envelope and delivered to the Board 
of Commissioners of the City of 
Camden not later than Feb. 24 at 
2:30 p. m., local time. 


WHALE OR BUTTERFLY 
RADIO CHASES THEM 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

NBC now covering San Francisco 
from Washington. Radio whale- 
hunt in San Francisco harbor in- 
augurated from local studios, with 
network paying most of the expenses 
of Jim Moran, publicity man, to 
cross the continent, climb into a 
speedboat and stage a whale-hunt 
which would be broadcast over one 
of the web’s national hookups. 

Death of the original whale and 
failure to find a second Moby Dick 
—said to be sporting between ferry- 
boats and tugs in the same locale— 
convinced studio execs that plan 
must be abandoned. Moran, who 
was to have carried a harpoon and 
microphone with him on the chase, 
will air his experiences over a local, 
not network, program, 

Stunt did not go unnoticed by 
WJSV. Rival transmitter’s public- 
ity gal, Anne Gillis, did not stop 
pestering the U. S. Coast Guard 
with queries on the habits and cus- 
toms of whales until definite word 
was received that the NBC cetacean 
had died in a collision with a tanker. 


Allen Campbell’s Title 


Detroit, Feb. 22. 

H. Allen Campbell, general man- 
ager of WXYZ here, has been named 
treasurer of King-Trendle Broad- 
casting Corp. Takes over duties for- 
merly held by John H. King, who'll 
now devote time to vice-presidency. 
King formerly was both vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer. 

Lineup now stands at George 
Trendle, prez; King, v.p.; Campbell, 
treasurer and g.m.; Howard Pierce, 
secretary, and A. B. Stoeffler, audi- 
tor, who now becomes. assistant 
treasurer. 

Starting as a salesman, Campbell 
has been with WXYZ since 1930, 
later becoming sales manager and 
then g.m. 


Lyle DeMoss Joins WOW 


Lincoln, Feb. 22 
WOW, Omaha, dug into KFAB- 
KFOR’s talent this week and Lyle 
DeMoss, KFAB program director and 
No. 1 personality, goes over to the 
Omaha studio as program manager 

















under Harry Burke, to handle the 
musical end. 
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Free Radio Repair in England: 
But It Was Secret for a Year 


London, Feb. 15. 

That they don’t know what pub- 
licity means in the U. K. is proved 
in the fact the Post Office operates 
an anti-radio interference service, 
though nobody knows about it. It's 
been going on for about a year, and 
includes a bevy of 300 engineers 
who wait the call to cure the ills of 
home radio equipments. 
Good idea, but whceever thought it 
out forgot to let radio users know, 
so in none of the post offices, postal 
publications or other possible chan- 
nels is existence of the unit adver- 
tised. If it hadn't been for ‘Daily 
Express,’ organizauon Mm sht still be 
a deep secret. 


Radio users with problems only 





need to ask for the requisite form at 
any post office, fill it, drop it in the 
letter box stamp free. and wait for 
the engineer to call. Within a 
coupla days he arrives, tests wiring, 
aerial, earth, bottles and the like, 
only stopping when the trouble is 





diagnosed. If it’s interference from 
a refrigerator or an electric motor, 
they'll reason with the owner, sug- 
gest he attaches an eliminator. If 
he should say phooey, or even ruder 
remarks, the «ngineer will advise 
the set owner what apparatus he 
needs to cut out offending noise. 

Service is 100° free. 

Montreal, Feb. 22. 

In a decision handed down Feb. 15 
by Judge Langlois, objections to pay- 
ment of the annual radio license fee 
to the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
on the grounds of static, interference 
from local power or tramway com- 
panies, and lack of service, were 
overruled as immaterial. 

Citing section 50 of the Radio Tele- 
graph Act, Judge Langlois pointed 
out that ‘The Issuer (CBC) should 
note that the existence of inductive 
interference to reception in any dis- 
trict does not absolve listenevs af- 
fected thereby from obtaining their 
licenses, although the department 
does maintain a free service for 
licensed listeners with a view to the 
detection and suppression of inter- 
ference of this character.’ 

Judgment was therefore handed 
down in favor of the CBC. 


WESTERN CANADIAN 
CLERICS IRKED AT RADIO 


Moose Jaw, Sask., Feb. 22. 








Ministerial Association here is 
leading other Sask. preachers in 
Sending resolution to CBC asking 


ban on sports broadcasts on Sundays 
and is suggesting that advertising 
programs from U.S.A. might be cut 


to minimum with only minute 
amount of advertising. 
Ministers are particularly irked 


by Chase & Sanborn-McCarthy 
show which, they claim, is keeping 
people out of church as it does not 
finish until 7 p.m, M.S.T., church 
Starting time. 

Suggestion services be set back 30 
min. turned down. 





International ‘Bee’ Mar 6 


London, Feb. 15. 
B.B.C. got so much favorable com- 


ment following first transatlantic 
spelling bee that second date has 
now been fixed. Repeat perform- 


ance will be March 6, but will not 
be on such ritzy lines as first effort 

Just plain folks taking the place 
of Harvard and Oxford students. 


Ella Shields in Aussie 


Sydney, Feb. 8. 
Ella Shields mak ng broadcasts for 
the Australian Broadcasting Com- 
m »“s510n, 
Came from the U. S. 


‘ 


to play the 
? 
4VOil Chain of vaud« 


nouses, 
Italian '.>0r is Australia 
Sydney, Feb. 8. 
Dino Borgioli, Italian opera singer, 
broadcasting a series for the Aus- 
+p). 5 
‘allan Broadcasting Commission. 
Also set for tonsiling 


A.B.C. are Stella Power. 
ind Dorothy Kennedy. 


terms on 








j 


Tom Holt in Radio | 


Sydney, Feb. 8 
Tom Holt is now chiefing Efftee | 
Broadcasters, Ltd., one of the big- | 
gest commercial outfits in Victoria. 
Formerly, Holt was prominent in 
Australia film production. 


CANADA ASSN. 
FIGHTING % 
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COURT'S DECISION 
UPoe To GANADIANS 


Ruling to Be Appealed—If | 
Upheld Would Jeopardize | 
Government Radio Corpo- | 
ration’s Right to Levy Set 
Taxes and Regulate Rivals 





PAY SEIZURE 


Montreal, Feb. 22. 
Status of the Canadian Broadcast- 


'ing Corp. is all up in the air now 


| with the ruling of the Court of Ap- 


CHISELS 


Montreal, Feb. 22. 

As a result of a resolution unani- ! 
mously adopted at the meeting of 
the Canadian Association of Broad- | 
casters at Ottawa time brokers are | 
to be shooed out of the radio pic- 
ture starting March 1. Members of 


|} may 


the C.A.B. are expected to refuse | 
business from station reps unless | 
conforming to the new franchise 


refulations adopted at the meeting 
following recommendations by the 
C.A.B. fact-finding committee. 

As a result of the resolution gov- 
erning time brokers, station repre- 
sentatives will be requireed to file | 


application for franchise with the | 
C.A.B. showing financial stability 
and a minimum of three national 
accounts. Applicants for a fran- 


chise will be obliged to undertake 
to make no rebates to advertisers 
with penalty for rebating to be loss 
of franchise. 

Whether the adoption of these 
regulations by the C.A.B. will re- 
sult in close collaboration by the 
broadcasters is questionable since 
no penalty has been fixed or could | 
under present circumstance be en- 
forced so that station men would be 
obliged to abide by the decisions ar- 
rived at during the conference. 

Already a circular is being issued 
by one of the station directors who 
voted for the franchise regulation 
calling upon various stations to post- 
pone the new arrangement until 
September. Numerous stations 
throughout the country have already 
accepted contracts from non-fran- 
chised agents and over 30 stations 
have signed contracts extending over 
a period of two years with non-ex- 
clusive representatives during the 
past few months. 

Franchise requirements 
brokers will be as follows: 





of time 


1.—Financial responsibility. Evi- | 
dence satisfactory to the committee 
of the C.A.B. must be submitted. 


2.—Applicants must submit satis- 
factory evidence to the effect that 
sufficient gross volume of business 
can be produced, the commission on 
which is sufficient to adequately 
maintain their organizations. 





3.—Gross volume of business re- 
ferred to in section (2) must be on 
account of at least three national 
advertisers. 


4.—Applicant must have no con- 
nection with any advertiser. 

5.—Applicant must undertake to 
make no rebates to advertisers. The 
penalty for rebating, if proven to 
the satisfaction of the C.A.B. com- 
mittee, loss of franchise. | 





6.—Applicant must maintain ade- 
quate organization and equipment. 
7.—Applicant must undertake to 
use the standard form of contract. 


/ when approved jointly by the C.A.B. 


and Lauri decided that this discount would no | 


and the Canadian Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies. 

8.—Contracts for radio 
time must be made in the name of 
a specific advertiser through the 
authorized agency. } 

Matter of 2° cash discount to 
agencies upon prompt 
accounts was also ruled upon and. 
with three dissenting votes, it was | 


station 


payment of | 


longer be granted. } 


| present form. 


i fect its 


| would the 


|; Siclan 


peals that the CBC is a private com- 
pany and not a department of the 
Civil Federal Gov- | 
ernment. If sustained bythe Su- 

Court of Canada, decision 
result in the complete dis- | 
integration of the Corporation in its | 
Entire radio picture 
in Canada may be changed, with 
radical changes in the CBC setup 
probably resulting which would af- 
activities as a commercial 
broadcaster, 


Service of the 


preme 


If confirmed by the Supreme 
Court as a private corporation the 
powers of the CBC to levy the $2 
annual radio license tax would evi- 
dently be called into question as 
Corporation’s right to 
license and regulate its competitors 





in the privately owned radio sta- 
tion field. 
CBC is now seeking permission 


from the Court of Appeals to take 


permission should be _ refused by | 
the Court of Appeals the CBC} 
would almost immediately run into 
difficulties in administration of its 
affairs. 
the CBC began | 
With a seizure of salary of a mu- 
employed by the Canadian 
Radio Commission. The Corpora- 
tion, in taking over the case, refused 
to reveal to the courts the salary of 
the employee on the grounds that, 
as a branch of the Civil Service, its 
employees are exempt from salary 
seizure, 

Counsel:for the plaintiff in the 
case claimed that inasmuch as em- 
ployees, such as musicians, actors, 
vocalists, hired by the Corporation, 
were not obliged to pass a civil serv- 
ice €xamination, the CBC failed to 
make good its claim to civil service 
privileges; that the Corporation was 
in fact a private company. 

Superior Court judgment found | 
against the CBC and the Court of | 


Case involving 





| Appeals has sustained the Superior | 
Court decision. 





|}minds of the 


+ 
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British Broadcasting Co. Acquitted 
In ‘Misleading Announcement’ Sut 





In Welsh It’s Awful 


London, Feb. 8. 
Due to the Welsh remaining faith- 
ful to their own national language 
B.B.C. radiates daily programs to 
Wales on the West Regional trans- 


mitter—in Welsh. 


Fact precipitated a bother, local 
religious body protesting 
language was used in a 
program, likely to contaminate 
kiddies. Word used, 
it appears, was Welsh colloquialism. 

Few persons outside Wales 
ever, understand jaw-crat 


how- 


language, SO nobody eems to know 
what the word was 


DEY RULES 
MEXICO WAR 


Mexico City, Feb. 22. 

All radio stations in Mexico, com- 
mercial as well as amateur, must 
abide strictly by air regulations and 
not attempt to interpret the law to 
their own advantage, the Federal 
government has ordered. Station op- 
erators who don’t obey 
subject to heavy fines. 

Government intends to strictly en- 
force the rules against announcers 
cutting into programs with advertis- 


or w! al 


more 


the law are 


i | ing spiels and to chat for longer than 
the case to the Supreme Court. If | , : 


two minutes at a stretch Heavy 


playings of dises in English and pub- | Cjub to appeal against High Court 


licity 


lectures in 
also banned, 


that language is 


M . 7 
exican Duties Hurt 
Mexico City, Feb. 22. 

Radio retailing in Mexico has pret- 
ty much gone ‘» the bow wows as a 
result of high import tariffs affecting 
apparatus and bulbs that were put 
into effect Jan. 21. Wholesale can- 
celling of orders with American 
manufacturers by most local deal- 
ers. Merchants as a whole are re- 
stricting biz to goods in stock be- 
fore Jan. 21 and to filling orders 
customers placed before that date, as 
a good-will gesture. This good will- 
in* cost one American dealer here 
$1,000, in the form of increased 
duties. 

No prospect now of duties being 
changed until April 30 when they 
automatically drop, but to amounts 
that are higher than the former 
levies 


Canadian Investigation Probable 


Minister of Transport Howe Willing to Have Dis- 
pute Thoroughly Gone Into 


—---— —-- + 


Montreal, Feb. 22. | 
C. D. Howe, Minister of Transport, | 
has advised the House of Commons, 
at Ottawa, that the government is 
prepared to set up a special commit 
tee to investigate the policies of the | 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp 
In comparing the CBC with the 
Natioral Railways, Howe 
with J. Earl Lawson 
who pointed out that the railways ot 
Canada are controlled in rates, etc. | 
by an independent commission while 
the CBC contruls the broadcastin 
ndustry while entering into com 


Canadian 


ran into a jam 


petuution with privaie industry at 
ame time. 


Said Lawson: ‘The principle that 


me board should both control an 
compere 1n an istry is funda 
mentally unsound and no com! tee 
in the House of Cor can make 
it yund.’ 

In view of Howe’s offer it is un- 


derstood that an investigation com- 


mittee will probably be formed. 


ch 





Juggler Manages 2KY 


Sydney, Feb. 8. 
Bert Beaver, who used to do a jug- 
ling act on the old Fuller vaude 
Nain, 1S in radio now 


Manages tne local ( 


Buffalo Team Followed 


Buff: Feb. 22 
WGR-WKB 4 Ce- 
f Rowe Bake i 
of the B , ) 
nth. B 
r ‘ 
‘ 1 F c 
for nh nig , 
nm WGR 
( rie Bailey 7 f ) 
t l1 bat f B 


obscene | 
children’s | 


‘king Welsh | 


=~ * —_— ae. 

London, F‘ ] 

| ' . 

| Verdict of prime nportance to 
theatre and radio interests was given 
when a high court jury acguitted 
British Broadca Co f \ 
malicious intent when it billed ap- 
pearance of Fay Compton in a broad- 


cast timed simultaneously with het 
stage appearance at the Hippodrome, 
Golders Green. 

Case was first of its kind in a Brit- 
sh court, and revolved on claim by 
|the theatre that, due to the public 
|assuming Miss Compton would not 
|appear at the theatre, but would be 


} 


at the BBC studios instead, seat 
bookings dropped $3,000 from one 
week to the next. Actually her part 
in the radio program was recorded 


| though no indication of this was 
riven in BBC announcements 
Company claimed damages for in- 
jurious falsehood and slander of 
ltitle, but Sir William Jewitt, of the 
!corporation, claimed there was no 
|evidence of improper, dishonorable 
or dishonest conduct by any BBC 
|official or any foundation for the 
suggestion BBC had any intention of 
deceiving the public. 

Jury took two hours to agree its 
verdict. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Nag Ovai Loses Appeal 
In Radig-Hurts-Biz Case, 
But Expect Compromise 


Sydney, Jan. 20. 
Refusal of the British Privy Coun- 
| cil to allow the Victoria Park Racing 





| decision permitting Commonwealth 


Broadcasters (Station 2 UW) to 
broadcast racetrack descriptions 
from a tower outside their track 


ends a long fight to try and prevent 
airing of races. Park alleged that 
such airings was hurtful to attend- 
ances, but the Privy Council ruled 
otherwise and refused appeal per- 
mission. Stated unofficially that law 
costs in the fight would exceed $50.- 
000. It is generally admitted that 
other racing clubs were behind the 
park. 

Following the result of the de- 
cision, the majority of the big com- 
mercials said that they had no ine 
tention of hurting attendances at any 
race meeting, and were perfectly 
willing to assist the clubs with air 
publicity to the fullest extent. 

In New South Wales horse racing 
| descriptions are about the most pop- 
| ular type of broadcasting. It has 
| 





been said that airing of races in 
running is responsible for so much 
tarting price betting taking place, 
and appeals from certain’ bodies 
| have been made from time to time 
requesting the government to put a 
stop to all race broadcasts. 

It is quite probable that the com- 
mercials and the race clubs will get 
together and work out some scheme 
that will be helpful to both sides, 


ANSWERED! 
M.P. Asks How Come B.B.C. 
With United Press 
| London, Feb. 8 
Be cause 99% cf the cap tal of B: t- 
h United Press news service ale 
leved to be held by America MP 


Deal 





ave gotten burned up as result of 
al of British Broadcasting 
Corp. to add the service to agencies 
on which it draws for news bul!] 
B.B.C at present arved b Rceue 
Exchanve Telegraph, P: 
ciation, and Cent Ne i rue 
liate four ne' ( 
In He e of ( 
» kno f ic B.B4 
! ( to u a f n ne’ 
y, to wl 1M , 
I ter Gene replied t 
{ poration was : to pe l t 
mplete news co D e and 
1 not consider it to vet 
permission on a routine de- 
n 
R Y vas fo t 
‘ it up the qu 
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Here and Th Hudson's Hobby Lay | Inside Stuf—Radio 
er e all er e | Before 5,000 Detroiters | 
Detroit, Feb. 22. | 
sane metia a | Hudson Motor’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ | is a a bad 
: - : a ; er ‘ or ete 7 . ; : sonic Tinancial i "eS Prescott S. Bush, New York financier, in CBS. ws 
Earl C. Hull, chief engineer, WKY,{ common in CBS circles) to a bunch; Show will be brought to Masonic | Financial interest of | -_ ofc ; em “BS, was 
Oklahoma City, in Washington, D. C..| of legit actors that got in on an early | aude here for airing on March 16,| sliced to the bone during December, according to the last report of the 
‘ ‘ Ly, asi Blt ’ . ; “9 &* by t : rs 2 vow ft : - . i, gs le Es ‘ a “ issio ‘ ocument also shows " , Z 
on business. M. H. Bonebrake, WKY | train. Vic Ratner is CBS promotion | thus affording home town a hed, Securities & apryeo! a - Bos fae St s two of the 
commercial manager in New York] mgr. and the mother is dancer Le- looksee. Aude seats 5,000, ana ber Levys got ride of small ‘oc s at 1 5 é . i 
City. | titia Ide. And this doesn’t have much | also the originating spot for Ford| Belatedly reporting on his holdings when the network securities were 
—_—_—— ' news value. But the kid’s starting to | Sunday Eve Hour. | registered, Bush revealed that his stake via Brown Bros. Harriman Co. in 
: -- .{ collect he | Special show, which'll be piped | CBs Class ras ripe . Batch of 224 shares held ir e : 
Honey and Vie Gregory, Pacific | Collect her press notices. Special sh Ww, i alt 7 . CBS Class A was nearly wiped out ne ' re 1 the name 
Coast team. auditioned at WKY, Ok- | — |out of Detroit by WJR, will toa lof investment Corp, were shifted to the banking house, which then ped- 
apni Bas pea i ateaiilt ; / here Dave Elm: .c.; Harry Salter, | aye . skidhons kat. wr ke All of shies diver eth 
lahoma City, last week. Pie Plant Pete and Harmonica Joe. tiring wt heagy gel age? : ister, dled them. Sarena ticket. holder kept ber oe . Bus ide direct interest 
hillbilly team from WBZ, Boston, | Lewis R ig Pact aivaat en a j in CBS, via 120 shares se tie pti — re bg —. out at 
r r| giver ailv hi: raker u O a ‘4 , = em sitet | one stroke. sh s Ss about interest 1n ass ducats 
Lee Norton and Ken Wright, W.:Y | given daily half hour waker up sp t, | Brooke, Smith & French agency, yne stroke. Bush still has roun oe Pgs Ue a at 3 
artists. booked for Criterion theatre | 6:30 to 7 a.m. on WHAM, Rochester. | |. bsardege :: I cf Nn ir ag Isaac D. Levy gave away 58 A shares, hanging on to 64,902 in addition 
week of March 3 se ae - which directs show; plus hobbyists to 23.530 B ticket Leon Levy peddled 31 of the A issue, retaining 38,100, 
| Billy K. Wells is writing 7 — ind 24 of the B paper, keeping 44,900. 
on oe who'll nike etroit r Lou Holtz new program 1 
’ - bes hi roves a 3 ng I 8 tation gyre a professional m.c. was not used on the show at the banquet of 
T *I ASEDA yan Ovel Ww, De- ». «9 ON ALIA . . 
troit. t > n. and Harrv Heil N.A.B. in Washington last week was that networks would not agree on 
i eason arid arry Cll + . t} . gs Ss > ‘RS 7s) se ( ‘Ol »y ' ra 
mann, who'll ditto for WXYZ, De- t0b Donley. WKY. Oklahoma C “a se man the program-pacer should be. CBS re fu ed to countenan ’ 
‘troit. and Michigan network th off ncer t WCAE. Pitt NBC selection, and NBC jilted any CBS man. Neither would have a 
) i i netw ae . ou i } l ) join VV ( AE. ritis- , ; . 
to Florida for vacash and to velb } | Mutual appointee, either. 
Tigers 0. 0 e they're in training Another angle on the show was that Kate Smith insisted on being next- 


Dorothy Spicer, ex-director of | 
women’s activities at WCCO, Min- | 
household ad- 
Detroit. 


takes over 


Ww, 


neapolis, 
viser duties at 

Jane Porter, directress of the} 
KMOX, St. Louis, ‘Magic Kitchen’ 
was one of the speakers at a ‘pep’ 
National Livestock 
and Meat Board last week when |! 
plans were laid to launch a ‘Eat More 
Meat’ campaign. 


, 
f +} 


meeting ol ne 


director 
WAAW, has re- 
part time after 
from ptomaine 


Duane Gaither, 
and press agent for 
turned to his desk 
hospital 


program 


siege in 


poisoning 


switched | 
and con- 
Omaha, 


Don Finlayson has been 
from publicity to news 
tinuity at station KOIL, 

Jay Bell is new announcer on staff 
at Westinghouse WOWO and WGL, 
Bell was heard on an 
eastern station by S. D. Gregory, 
Westinghouse Radio v.-p., and was 


hired on the spot. A berth on the 
WOWO staff was made for him by 
moving Aaro Hershey, technician- 


announcer, 
ment 
is Justus 


into the technical depart- 
exclusively. Bell’s real name 
Belleville. 





Cy King is this week entering his 


third year under Tydol sponsorship. 
He’s a news commentator, doing a 


five-nights-a-week, 15 minute stint 
for WBEN, Buffalo. 


Frank Graham, sports columnist 
on N. Y. Sun, this week commenced 
series of week-daily spiels on WHN. 

WBIG, Greensboro, N. C. has es- 
tablished a studio in nearby Burling- 
ton, whence programs sponsored by 
Burlington firms can be piped to 
Greensboro, Two such shows already 
doing so. 








_— 








Barbara Terrell, legit actress, has 
joined the regular cast of the Hinds 
Theatre of the Air, over CBS daily. 


———— 


WBZ and WBZA, Boston-Springfield, 


Joyce Advertising Co 
me oS 


| Guy Biddick, of Walter Biddick | 
wax firm, in Oklahoma, on business. 

Neil and Caroline Schaffner, on | 
WMT, Cedar Rapids, every week- 


| 
| 
day morning, also heard over WCAZ, | 
Carthage, Mo., on re-broadcast rer- | 


‘Bugtussle News’ 


mission. Schaffners 
program appeared on the National 
Barn Dance program for nine} 


onths prior to moving to WMT. 


Sumner Quarton, g.m. of Iowa 
| Broadcasting Co., has returned to his 
lesk after vacationing in Arizona, 

| 
ieee | 

John Pavlis, added to the sales | 
staff at WMT, Cedar Rapids. 


Howie Smart, recent addition to 


WORL, Boston, as a salesman, has 
been commissioned by W. Cort 
Treat, station exec, to handle press. 

Fred Cole, WBZ, Boston, mikeman | 
and m.c., more or less on a lark, 
preemed a show tagged ‘Mid-Week 
Function, a half-hour recorded 
swing show, and pulled such unex- 
pected volumes of mail from col- 
leges and university’s throughout 
New England and elsewhere (via 
shortwave) that WBZ execs have 


allowed the Wednesday 8-8:30 p.m. 
disc show to continue, 


Norman E. Whittaker resigned as 


Mass., sales staff to affiliate with the 


, Boston direct 


mail outfit. 
Kidoodlers, currently riding an 
NBC red sustainer, will wax a series 
of 15 min, programs aimed at kiddie | 
listeners. 





Air tows Speeder-Upper 


rere, Feb. 22. 
Westinghouse engineers have de- 
signed and constructed an apparatus 


capable of broadcasting news direct 
from the news room instead of com- 
piling it there and trotting it out to 
a studio announcer, 





Bill Blatchley and Jack Henry cov- 


ering New Haven Arena boxing for 
WBRY. 
Burton Cornwall, James Martin 


and Nadine Stanley alternating on 
vocal chore with Joe Blume'’s studio 
musickers at WDRC, Hartford. 

Gordon Haight, Yale English in- 
structor, mastering spelling bees at 
WICC, New Haven. 


Charlie Wrigut, program director 
of WELI, New Haven, scripting con- 
tinuity and musical novelties for 
Horace Heidt airings. 


Marx Hartman, wife of the 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, announcer, is 
now on the dramatic staff 
WCAE and KDKA. 


Mrs. 


Club, 
signed 


Howard University Glee 
comprising 32 Negro singers, 
up with WMAL, Washington. 


Harry Walker, Jr. has joined the 
Chicago sales office of WOR, N. Y. 
Formerly in newspapers. 


Dick Mason, manager of WPTF, 
Raleigh, N. C. vocally belabored 
studes at N. C. State College on sub- 
ject, ‘radio advertising.’ 





George Field now bossing pro- 
grams at WEVD, N. Y. Upped from 
part-time p.a. at station. 

Stephanie Ratner, aged six months 
and starting a scrap book, was hast- 
ess at a champagne breakfast (very 


of both} 


Installation is a complete control 
set-up on the news desk with a table 
type dynamic mike. Box includes a 
speaker from the control room, on 
air-off air alarms, telephone for con- 
rol contacts. New set-up was de- 


THEMES 


Week-end events in Europe have 
| stimulated radio station demand for 
transcriptions and other material re- 


lating to Austria, Czechoslovakia 
| and other lands. 

Atlas transcriptions, for one, got 
a number of requests to alter the re- 


lease dates on certain chapters of its 





‘Ports of Call’ travel series to 
phasize countries now on page one. 
“iiasiias Feb. 22. 
General Manager Don _ Searle 
ironed out musician situation last | 


week for his Central States outlets, 
KOIL-KFAB-KFOR. KOIL contract 
goes to Madge West ensemble of 
four including Harold Black. Len 
Gamet and Sterling Graven. Omaha 
studio group went on the air Mon- 
day (21). Lincoln stations 


contract went to Irma Perry group 


of eight musicians which began | 
broadcasting last week. 
Contract for KOIL calls for ex-| 


penditure of $7,500 while 
tract for two Lincoln stations 
for $13,000 annual sum. 


calls 


Completes network station line-up | 


of union musicians in Nebraska, as 


State’s only other net station, WOW 
of Omaha, was set several weeks | 
ago. 

Program Director James C. Doug- 


lass previously announced deal was 
being held up by failure of contracts 


to be returned from New York, but 
stations have gone ahead as per 
terms without receipt of approved 
papers. 





WEW Stresses Singers 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

Board of Education not only per- 
mitted the 106 voice glee club of the 
Harris Teachers’ College to sing last 
week in WEW'’s new theatre and 
studios, nearing completion, but also 
publicized the event in all school 
mediums and as a result the poppas, 
mommas and friends of the embryo 
school marms flocked to the station. 

Stunt is 


for huge _ reconstruction program. 





signed to facilitate broadcasting of 
special bulletins at the quickest pos- 
sible moment as it comes off the tele- 
typewriter, 

Invention credited to Charles Vas- 
sall. 


also are on the 
appearances. Plan to 


Singing societies, etc., 

| docket for 
| studios was nixed by local tooters’ 
joe ion and singers are taking up the | 
| | sl ic k, 





Deadline This Friday Like 
Policy Not Clear to 


Committee representing transcrip- 
tion and phonograph record manu- 
facturers is waiting for Joseph N. 
Weber, 
sicians prez, to return from Miami 
this week to go over the license form 


Indications are that the dead- 
line which the AFM’s executive 
board set for this Friday (25) will 
be extended. 

While the disc makers have ex- 
pressed themselves in sympathy with 
the union’s objectives and willing 
to co-operate, the feeling 
them is that they can not accept the 
AFM's license as drawn unless they 
want to get jammed 
U. S. Department of Justice. License 
would, they point out, compel them 
to boycott firms to which they are 


ago. 





American Federation of Mu- | 


which he sent out a couple weeks | 


among | 


up with the} 





~ Transcription Cos, Await Weber 


ly to Be Extended—A.F.M. 


Wax Manufacturers 


hound 


; oounad 


that this angle must be cleared ur 


| before any applications for AFM 
licenses will be submitted 

Recording trade as a whole is won- 
dering whether there is any sig- 


| nificance to the way the AFM board 
| handled the mailing of the sample 
| license forms. A number of the 
} manufacturers with extensive pro- 
| gram libraries or commercial opera- 
|tions were omitted from this dis- 
| tribution. 

AFM’s New York office expects to 


|soon. It explained last week that it | 
| would not do anything about the 


non-network-affiliated siations until 
after the AFM has solved ils problem 
of increasing employment film the- 


atre business, 


| 
em- | 


joint | 


joint con- 


part of the station’s bally | 


| bring school orchs and bands to the | 


by contract, and they hold | 


have the recording situation se ttled | 


Original scheduling had the soprano closing, with 
She balked, with the consequence the baritone 
Miss Smith also failed to 


to- shut on the layout. 
Mario Cozzi preceding her. 
shifted back of her appearance. 
though rest of bill did. 

Epidemic of seed gifts on premium-minded airshows is traced to a Los 
| Angeles seed house, whose sales promotion genius lined up no less than 
| six air clients. Programs asking a dime for ‘mailing and handling,’ turn 
the coins received to the seed house, which is said to show a margin 
Since the pellets are not available for sale, there 
is no way to make a price comparison, although some shows claim there's 
60 cents worth of Johnny-jump-ups in the package. Swift packing outfit is 
‘the latest to hop on the seed wagon on a deal similar to those struck with 
other air advertisers. 


was show for 


rehearsals, 


over 
of profit on each packet. 


i1tors in District No. 3, which comprises Penn- 
| sylvania, Delaware and New Jersey, are disappointed at their failure to 
elect Theodore Streibert, v.p. of WOR, Newark, and Mutual, to the board 
| of directors of the National Association of Broadcasters. It had been un- 
| derstood among Jersey and Philadelphia stations that Streibert was to get 
the nod so that Mutual might be represented on the board but a last minute 
|} switch by one of the Philly broadcasters is said to have frustrated this plan. 

Clair McCollough, operator of WGAL, Lancaster, and WDEL, Wilming- 
ton, obtained the directorate. 


Several of the station oper: 


Baritone. who is on sustaining for one of the networks, was going over 
| the repertoire that had been selected for him by an employee in the pro- 
gram department when he noticed that one of the number was a comic 
| opera aria invariably done by sopranos. ‘What’s the idea of listing me for 
this?’ demanded the baritone. 

Instead of laughing off his limited knowledge of the singing profession, 
the employee put in, ‘Oh, I thought it was such a beautiful melody that 
| you oughtn’t to pass it up.’ 


| 


Colonial net requested exclusive chain privilege on New Haven young 
| people's symphony, conducted and narrated by Harry Berman, Saturday 
| (19) at Woolsey hall. First concert of series last month was fed by WELT, 
New Haven indie, to WMCA-Intercity, which stood royalty charges. When 
WELI got news that it couldn’t feed Intercity this time, it passed up the 
broadcast. Colonial, with WOR tied, took concert from WICC, Bridge- 
port-New Haven, which didn’t air symph locally because of commitment 
to NBC-Blue’s Metropolitan opera. 


| 
| 


Before any reciprocal program deal can be worked out between Mutual 
Broadcasting-WOR and any Argentine stations it will be necessary to 
obtain special permission or some qualification of laws prohibiting re- 
broadcasting of short waved program into the Argentine. 

Net is planning specials to and from both continents. Due to propa- 
ganda from Rome, Berlin and Moscow, Argentine government set up reg- 
ulations against interchanging. 

Opposition group in the Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce last week 
got another setback in its fight on the leasing of KTHS to the group which 
also operates KARK, Little Rock, when the Arkansas State supreme court 
refused to enjoin the deal from going through. The whole thing is now 
back in the laps of the Federal Communications Commission where an 
application for transfer of KTHS’ license had been filed over a year ago. 
Leasing contract was made with the chamber’s board of directors. 





WGY, Schenectady, N. Y., celebrated its 16th birthday Feb. 20 without 
any fanfare, the bugle blowing being reserved until the dedication of the 
new five-studio building under construction. Kolin D. Hager, original 
| manager under Martin P. Rice, then GE publicity director, is still at the 
| helm. Willard J. (Bill) Purcell, chief engineer, and William T. Meenam, 











praise man, are others of debuting crew now on the job. 


Rudy Vallee has a freak talent scouting tieup with John Roy, boss of 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. Boniface does a Daniel Boone routine with an eyé 
_to spotting acts appearing at R. R. on Vallee’s radio stint as guests. Roy’s 
| payoff is a mention of R. R. as site of act's discovery. 

| Marjorie D. Hall, a secretary at WBZ, Boston, caused the arrest of an 

alleged bad check passer after observing that a stranger who had just 

called on the station’s plant manager matched the description in a tipoff 
letter from another Westinghouse-owned outlet. 


Stanley Hubbard of KSTP, St. Paul, and Bill Scripps of WWJ, Detroit, 
have just returned from Florida, where they fished off Hubbard's 65-footer. 
| Boys kidded L. B. Wilson by ship-to-shore telephone while anchored half a 
| block off Wilson’s dock at San Marco Island, 

Pillsbury, which had former No. 1 daytime show with ‘Today’s Children,’ 
last week again reached the No. 1 spot with its new show, ‘Women in 
| White.” Pillsbury has been engaged in a special national publicity buildup 
| for this new program for the past month. 





NBC's press department in N. Y. usually refuses 
| when latter act as go-between for columnists, et al. 
call direct. 


WCKY hin 50 Kw. 


press agents tickets 
Wants paper boys to 








Dale Armstrong in N. Y. 
Reversing the growing habit of 
eastern radio columnists to visit Hol- | 
|lywood to see air shows originating Washington, 
from that end, Dale Armstrong is in| L. B. Wilsoa is 
; New York currently on same mis- | F Cc. 
| = 

ast Coast ozone columnist to come 
ba was Carroll Nye, whom Arm- | 
| strong succeeded on the Los Angeles 
Times. Nye is now with Earle Ferris. 


Feb. 22 
filing with the 
a petition for 50,000 watts for 
his station WCKY in the Cincinnati 
area. 

Looks like KSTP, St. Paul-Minne- 
apolis, and WJSV, Washington, will 
step into that class also, 
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IT’S SHERMAN K. ELLIS | ¥ : 
Some Fun Out West | etwork Cant Clear lime for Sports 
Ce eee rN | : [ . e 
. . | After March 1 the Fletcher & ‘Ven Ou h Tied U Exclusivel 
San Francisco, Feb, 22. | Ellis agency will be known as Sher- he 2 
Here’s a cuuie that has the trade in stitches. Local radio ed went man K. Ellis & Co. Ellis is the prez 
overboard in his column on the shame it was that a certain comedy |}and treasurer of the firm 4 
$ . . . ~ art = " , — . | : IT}. 
team lost its sponsor, Almost tearfully he pleaded for a bankroller | There has been no Fletcher with ’ a ar tt : 
to keep the zaneys on the air. To him it was a major catastrophe, the agency for a number of years. His Art Even though NBC holds the ex- 


clusive broadcast rights to the Ama- 


no less, that such sterling comics should be without commercial back- ae 
ing. Biz manager of the sheet carrying the lament, who rarely in- 


; , ; — ; Rite will beat the rmer network to the 
terferes with the editorial content of the rag, stormed at ye air ed for | b] Art Schmidt, WGR sound ef- : nt om forn < + . aa 
° ’ ; } 4 , alr Wltn tne resul ot 1] eatlur- 
trying to drum up business for the publisher’s hated rival. radio. fects man, was told to be on ' ht? (96 AAU I 
7 5 : ’ ae , dav nis + (96 A A ev t at \ adi- 
had the town got through talking about it hand for a drama on nt tast | e . 1 


» - Aft tic J 7 neet 7 } ) 
Buffalo. Feb. 22 teur Athletic Union meets, Columbia 























ee whe! ire enoug! 
Hardly ; ht ete - G Mb e of tne 
uD mped a sponso! Columnist did nipups and otherwise di orted VeCK It Na < I - y | r" mien 4 
gleefulls at the new figuring that it was his tem-tor beatir tnat | ; . een aaa aad | . , 
saved the comics from a \ alning daeatn And 1 W lor the pa fl i . : —— : Ire ime | e ll Cb. ‘ 
that makes it a cutie o i: piers ‘ : 
ame x h took ‘+r radio sponsorship of th ymi following Bot to the stud one . 

Outh wWwnicn OOK OVE al ( PO! ) sbi Ol l ¢ ( ( I WINE m= < sie | 1 yR 
week ent through a cancellation to the sheet of it advertising , . l ‘ ‘ ¢ 
¥ “ aa ; = - O ly ( na fy ‘ en "4 | 
cchedule. The lad ain't talking to himself O Fs Michail, limportant t 

i < - | ’ nn . 
Omaha diocese of Methodist Enisco = 4 i NBC qiemm t the Gi 
: : ana wnen ti 1 iCK } 
RCA VICTOR EXPANDS WIP BESTS WFIL |pal Church. Contract calls for 52 p being cited by the I-t Os 
b Sunday afternoon half-hoi ( n mccege —-|around the trade ; ( fil ng 3 
MOVES IN CHICAGO|"™t,,Siszrabertnten stost, [at resus, commercial rates “Be! 10) FINGER-POINTINGS — |2setizn, ier mace when, Nec 
Rival Station Does a Brodie lieved to be first time old line de- ‘“ and Columbia early ast ye% en- 
AU Bilit ai 


- nomination has purchased radio time | STA T STA vaged ina bitter fi t for exclusive 
) ladelnhia ‘o} 99 c >} >» j mid wact ‘ Irv ric t + . } + et . { 
Chicago, Feb. 22. Philadelphia, Feb. ‘ n such scale in midwe G. Brom- | R TIC PROBE rights to various ath ic even pay- 


Shell Oil Co., on whom WFIL had ley Oxnam, resident bishop presiding } in unprecedented price for them. 

RCA Victor recording studios are its glims focussed a possible sponsor | ove! Iowa and Nebraska churches | The se scoffers pointed out at the time 
moving out of the Merchandise Mart] for its quiz show when it set it ex- | engineering program Oklahoma City, Feb. 22 that the webs wer rambling for 
home of NBC, and shifting over actly opposite WIP’ k-me-anothe1 Broadcast at 2:30 practical] te et 4 new city ordinance at Tonk: events that the } Pe? 
neare!l towara advertising agency | has igned for another vear with lat pet with Father C , ] oO} r i Oklahor will ¢ late radio eal hee ‘ 
row. New stu 1ios will be located in ter outlet Shell] h; b.r. a WIP tion KOIL at 3 Provram ict nterference by 1 ( ne the city mitme 
the same building which houses} quizzer for past 13 weeks on experi-| of transcribed music with weekly The ordinance provides that when | 
other local RCA divisions mental basi: address by Dr. Oxnam , 10 or more citizens of the city sign 


In setting up the new quarters ar- WFIL hifted its ‘Let's Pop the Bishop announced purpose of serie a petition declaring any source of | TIFFANY THAYER iS 


rangements have also been made fo1 Question’ into the spot held by WIP’s | to unite 320,000 Nebraska Methodist interference a nuisance, the council 


the establishment locally of a/| ‘Shell Curiosity Court’ when Leonard | in one church service every Sunday. | ™ ill investigate and if the situation | WRITING COMMERCIALS 
fo! all : 1D. Tavlor. WIP sal } is found to be true five days notice | 


processing plant recordings alesman who han-|/| Program plugged by announcement 


, a ‘ ° > - iw e oiven } ) ) t » - 
instead of shipping them to the RCA | dled the account, switched allegiance | in each of state's 1,500 churche ill rf given the operator to rem 
plant in Camden, N. J. In this way | to WFIL. Latter now disappointed : ; ed the rigger piece aah os | Tiffany Thayer, author of ‘13 Men’ 
: Wat P ie at f : within five days electrical curren ; 
there will be a considerable speed-up | !" belief that Taylor would carry the N N ac ) ‘. » Caw , ; |}and other novel IS writit radio 
Agee ; be i will be denied the operat | a 
of servicing on recordings and secure | show with him. BC Has I OY othy Gor don, ) 1i¢€ tn yperatol commercial for J. Walter Thon pson 


on a freelance ba 


7 ¢ . ; ] -_-- ~ « N . be ‘ 4s _——— 

quicker delivery of platters. It will Last Heard on Columbia | a. + } 
naturally greatly increase the scope KMOX Commentator Divorced NBC Artictse Service is trying to G Mill WIND layer, who has also done severa 
of the local studios and hop the} cies ee ae eee } en. ' S on i tretches in Hollywood studios, for- 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. dig up a sponsor for Dorothy Gor- | 


number of employees under the su- | Mi Josephine Halpin. com = ‘o merly had _ hi Owl! advertising 
ow " ‘ " | A Ss. vase > aip . ‘ommen- ‘ : we a = ee ae 
pervision of Edwin G, Foreman, Jr., |, " ‘ E ‘ don, whose sustaining ‘Children’s | oe : agency. 
manager of the Chicago studio j tator on KMOX, was granted a de- | Chicago. Feb. 22 
nanager ¢ » cago s qos, | , ‘ammay? 4 > ewe Tr . " : . 
ion plant will include three re cree of divorce from Breen Halpin, Corner’ juve program was dropped General Mills has signatured for 
New a . ree re- | 


. . 
| head of ; ‘ facturers’ agenc vion J: 7 by CBS after running on | basebal ay-by-play TIN R M R Ch 
cording studios, the largest being | “ Mi of am nufacture rs : sency, by a jan. 17 by Ci ies u oar g on | ba: eball play-by-play on W IND aymer ay oost in l 
50x30 ft. Switch will take place this ircuit Judge Charles B. Williams on | the web since May, 1936. Prior to | New sign-up is in addition to Gen- 
pathos : , : ; "| Thursday (17). Mrs. Halpin also re- | that show, Miss Gordon handled the | eral Mills’ baseball antics on WBBM 

















week. ceives custody of two children and | music details on Columbia's ‘Ameri-| Ralph Atlas is putting on a new Paul H. Raymer Co., station reps, 
; iia $100 per month for their support, | can Schoo] of the Air.’ stunt with rabid Cub and rabid|may make Chicago its main office 
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr.. emoted in|according to a stipulation agreed on | In searching for a sponsor for | White Sox announcers putting per-|instead of New York. 
James Weldon’s blank-verse “The]| out of court. Halpin did not contest ‘Corner, NBC is not spotting the! sonal comments, pro and con, in lf move takes place Raymer will 
King and His 12 Sons’ last week on|the charges of general indignities. |program on either of its own net- | keeping with the division of Chi’s|establish himself in Chicago and 
WICC, New Haven. Fiddler's son is Couple were married May 20, 1922, | works. Offer for auditions is made| baseball fans into Cub and W'S. fol- | leave Fred Brokaw to head up the 
Yale student. and separated Nov. 1, last. lon wax | lowers. New York office. 





NOW BOOKING FOR SPRING 
WWCAU Wemens Club of the Ain’ 


TELL YOUR STORY fidence. You cash in on a tremendous 


ready-made good-will. 
fo over 2,000,000 women with YOUR PRODUCT RECEIVES MERCHANDISING AS 


WELL AS ADVERTISING SUPPORT. 
ver $7 0,000 a year to spend 
over 700,000, aoe - In the luxurious WCAU Auditorium Studio 


COST: LESS THAN $100 A WEEK large visual audiences attend the broad- 


casts which are accompanied by demon- 





The most imitated women's program on strations, sampling and displays. 
the air offers advertisers a unique oppor- 
tunity. For five years it has achieved out- 
standing results for scores of products. 


The reasons ore simple— 

YOUR PRODUCT HAS ACCEPTANCE FROM THE 
START WITH THE WOMEN'S CLUB AUDIENCE. 
Its Directors are women in whose 
recommendations listeners have full con- 


Write for full details. 


30,000 WATTS - PHILADELPHIA 
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UNION SAYS NO 


WPEN, Philadelphia, Asked Right 
To Fire Four Musicians 


Philadelphia, 





Feb. 22. 
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| outlet in Quebec, 


——=3 


MAY MUTE “QUEBEC 


| If Gov cuutianiie’ 50,000-Watter Sery es, 
CRCK May Go Off Air 
pe c, Feb. 29. 
Reports to the effect that the CBC 
Station CRCK, m; ay 
be closed down have been countered 


by the government with the reply 
that such a move could not be uns 
dertaken until it has been shown 
whether CBF, new CBC 50,000- 
at Vercheres, is covering the area 
under question satisfactorily, 

Representing an original construe. 
tion and equipment investment . 
ipproximately $75,000, station CRCK 
has been running in the 12 
tune of approximately $25,0( annu- 
ally, from account 

In the event that the CB ld 

continue operating CRCK Que- 
pec, po sibility ol increased er 
to privately owned stations in the 
ancient capital foreseen 


Self-Educated 


soston, 


Feb ya 4 


Howie Smart in ‘Open’ Road 
Navigator’ show on WORL offered a 
miniature metal placque of Abra- 
|ham Lincoln to the listening audi- 
ence pro\ ding they would send in 
the correct answer to the riddle, 


‘What is 
all over?’ 


black and 


Smart's smartness was nipped in 
the bud when telephone calls and 
mail exceeded expectations 650 to 
| be exact Smart had planned to 
|mail pennies to the lucky winners, 
Since the idea was his own, the sta- 
tion silently assumed no philan- 
thropic sentiments, and Smart's sal- 
ary for the week, after deducting 
| postage to mail pennies, was some- 


| 


. : . : te ‘for night use and change hours of operation from 
Unequivocal nix was reply of A.A MINOR DECISIONS 7 ealisasaas. ee 
agais3 yu ty 
Tomei, ei "eZ of Musici: ins Local here, 
reget by WHEN that ibe HT wins any ment EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 
‘ Tha sias: LAR 4 Ark if ; i ’ 
is to gpa house band from 12 vg Pon ee y authority 
to eight men. Station pleaded busi- | f Lt dt 8 ye - to Washington, Feb. 22. 
ness and size of the multi-lingualer | vyereome | en eee ite Boe . ie Aehanuaes biaanaa KARK, Little Rock, was 
do not warrant such an extensive | sepia! oes ‘WCAO. Mor RR Co., Baltir e recom led by Ex r B wl o said th it ; des ne 
orcne i ; ¢ . bs } n iniu . a u itified deals in 
It was one of the first outlets in ; ( stn- \ is Radio ! Co S 
t ity to sign a termer with the e ( t V UC 
; | El J 
) partly as re ilt of labo pu \ i 
t when announ 
ifter it was taken « [ it Hawaii: 
la John Iraci ; ‘ ( ( Is ¢ | 
lls nt the ned I I Fred J ir I 
——— l } rry | Did 
Inter- City Interviews nf this station 3 ot of | 
Montana: KG I f K 1 le 
Inter-City regional web will to- eg ; ae t Illinois: ™ mr. ( \ I 1 nod 
morrow (Thursday) start a series of | three \ bu no € EST, M 1 f hen _ beer r a i Sen” ile ; 
I j 4 : I tion f the T 1 es nton P ° t ] A ‘ i 
VM eekly interviews with Congressmen New dersey: APP cae aig , ter t : a l » su t of t plea were ish-canned 
from Washington. Jay Franklin will | ;°" ,' 57? he with 2 ( ssed with with | 1 unl HE CEISCROnS OF See ; nda gatllbest: 

. ° to be ape a On sot : he . ‘ . t 1 . } it " ‘tured by not sending 
ply the office-holders with queries i 7 eee ‘ 7 cy Ben S. Fisher represented 
Quizzer is the former D. C. news- | PLICATIONS O , 
paper correspondent, who has prora- | NEW Kansas: Favorable action on request of Carl Latenser, of 
randize¢ or the Jew De: oY or for in 100 watte davtime only operating on 
“é — os ‘ —— vo Alabama : WBR g Co, fr 1420 s adv ted by Ex t H Applicant, who is in 
penned mag pieces on national poli- | pirn k “4 eer ed Meant i, Sano asd 
1) California: I t n t 8 I 

WOL Cap tal cog in the Inte { Kentucky: WPaApD p , ( Tr Michigan-Pennsylvania-Tennessee: I r-way new t 
will f / . ; ; 14 : ' } ] P. B 
——— T t f } \ a S gl \ ’ I i T 1 yn l 
’ ] WHAS | } e e th other s t 
AGRAP Signs WBIL-WOV | 2: ae Saeed Mean. a ae a nae oe 
. i sh ’ 1 for t i ry > in the irea 
| ge Delta fF 1 sting ¢ E 1. new statior t \ v 1 be 1 ted t WISN Milwa ¢ 
Two satchiiine ieneien language | to be o i on 0 ke with 1 watts 1 250 watts ar 1 ed in nine pe 5 
tot r lew y : J e ‘ a i 
Sta ns in New York, WBIL and Wate Shwles Columbia Bead P ~~ ; New York S 1 , hat f R lea ng Corp Det ¢ 
WOV, have signed with the Ameri- | ,.. jow frequency 1 ‘i Se ee eS i on 1646, 2090 for 1140 ‘ VS OT I i the question 
can Guild of Radio Announcers and 190 and 2850 with 100 watts; S sr atade ia Paria ts - i “+ ae : Reo a , it a 
= lucere’ Ta? } ree ce are | lin 1 eta > b one on ¢ } with 1 kw fa up f t 1e ngs a it was deci it 
Producers’ Union. ‘ Both stations are | North 1 hare WMED, I } 1 Au Dunlea, Wilming- WAPT, I shar and KVOO, Tulsa, would be adversely 
indie and opeiate2 by the same out- | ,.° iN naw tranemitter and nna, jump power affected by operatior » proposed station 
fit. International Broadcasting Corp 100 s to 100 + - 1 gs, 250 watts days and WWPO, I I yur Pa 1] i be tossed out 
¢ + ra ll I oO l stile s of terfe ce aT pro 
Pact calls for five-day weeks and | change hours of op : P unlimited ’ ge fa. 
. on . | Ohio: Radio A S ( ( ind, authority to gra ‘ M: Hou W 1 
a minimum of $35. = RAT Ee Glew : ttion W&XN1 em i pe : P se lect the proves 
is af nile station to be operated 09, 39600, 38600 I 
and 41000 ke with 50 watts The application of the Times Printing Co., Chattanooga 
South Carolina: FP Dee B dea 1e Co., Florence, new Tenn., Was likewise set f 1 disappointment, because of the 
station to be operated on 1200 } with 100 watts nights, 250 residence of all but three of the stockholders outside of ihe | 
watts days (requests facilities of WOLS, Florence, 1200 ke town where the new transmitter would be located. Some 90% 
. with 100 watts days), of the common and 6 of the preferred stock of the corpora 
De Is Texas KAND, Navarro Broadcasting Association, Cors{- tion is owned by the estate of Adolph F. Ochs, former owner 
a in | cana, makes changes in e yment and increase power from of the New York Times Application was for 1120 ke with 
100 to 250 watts KGKO, Wichita Falls Broadcasting Co., 600 watts nights, 1 kw days, same as Voice of Detroit 
Fort Worth, new transmitter, dir tional antenna for night Attorneys involved » the scramble were Herbert M 
use, increase power and move transmitter, requesting changes FRingham and Guilford Jameson for the Voice of Detroit; | 
in authorized equipment and directional antenna for nignt Elmer W. Pratt for the Cadillac Broadcasting Corp.; Jeff 
use Busby for WWPO, and Louis G Caldwell Reed T, Tollo 
Vermont: WQDM, Regan and Bostw istall directional and Perey H. Russell for Times Printing Company. 
. Pa] ™ © 
a ae ae TIONS Blair Reps WOKO Farrar & Rinehart Try 
Personalities make radio : - a * ™ . 
ee a sh 98 
stations. Personalities like Albany, N. Y., Feb. 22. Radio Via W QXR, N. Y. 
Jolin Blair & Co, has been named a Bere Ba ss ; 
Harry Burke, Foster May, BEFORE 1,600 PERSONS, ¢ ‘ oe . * WOKO A] sroadcast: of five minute s_ for 
national sales rep fo1 OKO, Al-| gue dave only. one of radio’s short- 
John Chapel, Tom Chase eer aia tebdvtice y» : aes 
‘ : a bany, effective March 1, lest contracts, will be tried by Far- 
Ray Olson, and Gaylord . «> 6 | —sSttati ‘as formerly on the Craig | .. nda 
ef Philadelphia, Feb. £2. | station was formeriy on the (als rar & Rinehart on station VOXR, | 
: ° 2. . y : + . 
Avery—familiar to thousands Idea of putting open auditions on | & Hollingsbery list. IN. Y¥., starting Feb. 26. Stanley | 
’ | . ° | - | 
of midwestern listeners—are the air in a half-hour show has | Rinehart, Jr., and John Farrar, 
helping to “make” WOW, clicked so thoroughly at WFIL that | |president and v-p and editor, re- 


WOW deals in personalities 
—makes personalities pay in 
RESULTS FOR ADVER- 
TISERS. It’s only one more 
reason why WOW is recog- 
nized everywhere—by listen- 
ers and advertisers alike—as 





program moves this week to 1,600- | 
seater auditorium at the Manufac- | 
turers’ Club. Whole thing started 

at beginning of the year when, in 
guest for new programs, station in- | 
vited all comers to audition. Short 
time later began airing these audi- 
tions and now so many spectators 
on hand that ordinary studios can 
no longer handle the crowd. Jack 





Nebriowa’s* outstanding ra- 
dio station. 


590 KC 5,000 Watts 





OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


John Gillin, Jr., Mer. 
John Blair Co., Representatives 


Owned and Operated by the 
Woodmen of the World 


* NEBRIOWA: Eastern NE- 
HRaska and western IOWA. 


A fertile trade territory with 


maha as its business capi- 
tal Its radio capital is 
Wow. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 








Steck runs the show. 
? 
_ ‘Grand Hotel’ Shutters 

Campana (Italian J Balm) fades its | 
‘Grand Hotel’ dramatization series 
off its NBC-blue Monday 8:30 p.m. | tal 
niche with the March 28 broadcast. 
Agency is Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, 
Chicago. 

‘Hotel’ has been riding NBC for 
some years with various periods of | 
interruption. This last lap has ex- 
tended unabatedly for more than 
year. 





Sparnon Joins WHEC 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

| Ken Sparnon, program director of 
WSAY since station started 18 
months ago, quits to become musical | 


director of WHEC. Former conduc- 


tor of the RKO Palace orchestra, 
Sparnon succeeds J. Gordon Bald- 
win, who remains as staff organist. 


Chief Announcer 
WSAY takes over Sparnon’s duties | 
with title of production manager, Ed 
Wegman steps up as chief announcer 
and Bob Webster, who has acted in 














trooper dramas at WHAM, joins 
WSAY staff. 





Mort Nusbaum at | 


HOW DAILY 
FIGURES IT 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 
dropped its 11 p.m. radio broadcast | 
by Ray Elliott of news staff over 
WHEC, and tested the listener reac- 
tion by phone complaints. Elliott 
had considerable personal following, 
and half of those complaining were 
found to not subscribe, which is 


taken by circulation department as | 


indication airings hit paper's sales. 
Tydol took over the spot on WHEC 
with nas broadcast, UP service. 





- KPO Takes Transcriptions 





San Wennaleon. Feb. 22. 
Restrictions against transcriptions 
have been lifted during daytime 
|hours on KPO, NBC’s 50,000-watt 
Red web outlet here. First sponsor 
| to place recorded programs on KPO 
under the new policy, which went 
linto effect last weck, is Procter & 
| Gamble, 
| Latter’s Keene’ 
‘Houseboat 


‘Kitty 
and 


serial 
(Dreft) Hannah’ 
serial 
| five afternoons weekly between 2:15 


land 2:45 p.m, under a one-year con- | 
Blackett- 


| tract signed through 
| Sample-Hummert, Chicago. 
|serials were broadcast 

lover the local Blue outlet, 


Both 
previously 
KGO, 


(Lava soap) are being aired} 


spectively are program participants. 
jIt's to bally Hervey Allen’s 
| tome ‘Action at Aquila.’ 

In air debut, 
alternate each day until final, fifth 
day when they appear together on 
program, which will go on daily 
from inception at 6:55 p.m. Program 


idea is to present in the total 25 
minutes the dramatized conception 


of a book, publisher consultations, 


writing, publishing, ete. of one 
tome, following steps to ultimate 


|! marketing. 


Lawyer Manages WPEN 
| 





Philadelphia, Feb. 
Washington 


Zn. 
Dwight FE 
torney with 
in radio biz, has been made g.m. 
WPEN here by Hyla Kiczales, op o 
the station. George Lasker, who has 
been pinch-hitting in the post since 
outlet was purchased by late John 
Iraci about four months ago, 
comes commercial manager. 
New g.m., member of the firm of 
Smith and Rorer, has given up law 
practice for the new spot. In pri- 
vate practice since 1929 he has spe- 


Rorer, at- 


cialized in Federal tax cases and 
never appeared before the FCC. 
| From 1920 to 1929 he was spe- 


cial assistant attorney general repre- | 
claims | 
the U. a Circuit | 


senting the government 


aon c it 
against it 


in 
before 
Court of Claims. 
Ed Dukoff, who handles publicity 
for WOV, New 
filiated with WPEN, has been named 
to also do p.a. work for latter. 
succeeds Manning Hall. 


new | 


blue pencilers will | 


be- | 


York, which is af- | 


He | 


| 
| 
| 
| 





no previous experience | 
of | 
f 





what frayed. 


IWREC, WLAC Twosome 


Feb 


Memphis, 22. 


WREC here has linked up with 
WLAC, Nashville, in presenting a 
weekly (Saturday night) series of 
programs’ picked up from _ the 
Tennessee State prison. 

Cons are interviewed as ob‘ xct 
lessons in a ‘crime doesn’t pay’ cru- 


sade. F. C. Sowell, v.p. of WLAC, 
handles the programs, assisted 
Joe Pope, warden of the pen. 


by 















New Industries 
In Syracuse 
Mean 
New Buying 
Power 


WSYR 


IS 
Your Best Medium 
For Reaching This 
Bright-Spot Market 














Keep Your Eye on 
SYRACUSE in 1938 





$T ATION 





MANSHIP 


Affiliated with Loew's 
Theatres and the Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios 


OADW 
RK 


AY 
cir y 


BR 
YO 


J 
a 








: 
, 


as = Ga tat 








Wednesday, February 23, 1938 RADIO VARIETY 43 





Pacific Coast Radio Notes [| Fe= Consumer || Meredith Singing Not Supposed to Be 








ee 





See 


Bamberger interests take no 


} 
| ’ ’ 
eae |} risks on its ‘Consumer’s Quiz’ 
Hal Bock now sporting titleof NBC ;day night shows are titled ‘The | house program for Macy’s over 00 ; ll S ll €CaliSe Sil 
| 








Ser iets ° 7 ae ’ . , 
western division press chief. Camera Man. station WOR, New York. Keep 
two plainclothes guards on eee eee 

Jimmy Starr, L. A. Examiner-Ex- Don Church has been added to the || GUtY tO Prevent any ‘down with ae 
press pic ed, getting waxed for a gab KGGC, San Francisco, staff as an- | big business’ speeches by an- Reason Burgess Meredith did not,;agency boys overruled him on the 

o - v5 8 = Sle : c © oe i ‘ TO) > ‘ Wy ‘ i > sy yo 
cecsh on the air. nouncer Formerly with KSFoO. || Ucipated ‘consumer-conscious’ sing (as the advance announcements | sreund they know radio better than 
: . , program participants. you do,’ and the program was aired 


same city. had stated he would) on the Chester- 








. oe according to their ideas. Only part 
cae ae "| field program Feb, 11 over CBS vas| of the show written by Meredith was 


MAYOR LA GUARDIA TO because Paul Whiteman and the pro-|the serious poem, ‘Song Sung to a 
duction men nixed it after hearing | Fiddle.” which he did years ago and 

him warble the song once at re-| which was included against his 

KEEP FYE ON WNYC! hearsal, Actor kicked it the deci- } wishe Due to the scramb! g of the 


ion, since the singing phase of his|m terial on the program, little time 





Sybil Chism (Mrs. Hal Bock) 

ecking off One Man’s Family as 
08 iad to take the Lum and Abner Fred Ruegg replaced announcer- 
a producer Bill Gordon on the KQW, 
—_—_——_— San Jose, staff. Ruegg was formerly 
with KGIR, Butte, Mont, 


ol 
spot. 











Bob Hope guesting on George 


| 
’ . , > ¢ | ——_—_—. ; , 
Fischer’s return to the Mutual net | suest appearance had been bally sie lett Sn Sanne 
Soh 27 th ‘Hollywood Whispers.’ | , , 2 — ton a lh i = ertacid Also 
Feb. 27 with Holly wood k | Jack Curran with KJBS, San Fran- | New etup for overseership of |hooed to ich an ext AL ISE Actor states that despite his vari- 
lcisco, as salesman. Formerly with | New York City’s municipally owned, | ©" *¢ “i : _ ag ous other activities, he was available 
aesta wi ‘Roreak . y | nnly o ¢ mwav 2 that 4 ‘ ! y Valli 
Bette Davis will do ‘Forsaking All | Goodrich Rubber Co. New salesmen | non-commercial WNYC brings it un mply a gag, anyway 1 that ©! for all the rehearsal sought Adds 
’ i a 9) a ie , 4 , Hel a 4 ) i} 1L UN= | ¢., 4 + erence tarpihia wu . satnalie : ital Anji) AGG 
Others for Lux Feb. 28. j al KQW, San Jose, include Lee i dit 4 I dict fM I j fact i Was Verrion , Ud ac oe that for the liberal money pa 1 for 
siiataiaia si | : aer direct Jur! ction of Mayor 4a- | helr ee ye webisigne-< seit... — . 
| Mikesell and Brant Bernhard. Mike- ve I | “‘_ D} og ct _ guest shot he’d be willing to re- 
: , | ; 7 . , ie ; Guarala n aSt tne Piant and struc- Actor even brought h 4% t Le S 1OL I Willin I 
Sam Balter dishing up sport pal-|sell came to the Coast from Dayton, | , ok Mik alt Mila ehhh destaane, Vs 2 ven , ’ = age a hearse any amount desired. Undere- 
2 . | il t I tn nun pa rovern- va wari nt h disnut ! - 
aver for Bayuk Phillies over CBS | Ohio. ' : land Hayward, » tne aispute and A 


tood the editing of Meredith sing- 
also burned the CBS publicity 
department, which had to take the 
rap after sending out the advance 


+ 


ry) t > } 
ment bossed it. likewise protested at the type mate 





California stations starting Feb. 28. : 

dcuiidiae All jobs with the outfit are secured | rial given him for the broadcast. H 
Andre Charlot aired one of his C. W. Myers, president of KOIN, | through civil service with the excep-| claim was that both he and the pub- 

eevues from L. A. with cast of Eng- after attending the National Conven-|tion of the post of director. Recent | lic are tired of hearing personal facts | 











hl: ’ 
lish players. “oe of Broadcasters at Washington, appointee to the $7,500 a year spot}about him and that he should be eniete 
= plans to vacation at Nassau before | is Morris Novik, who leaves N. Y.’s} given an actual comedy or dramatic | 
a er ar a i aga to the west coast via the ‘labor-unic n’ station, WEVD, for the] part to do. _Paul Brauner new announcer for 
d anal. iob After lengthy wrangling, the! KOIL, Omaha. 


broadcast in five years on the air. 
Don Wilson retailed the day’s film — calor , 
gossip when the Fidler pipes took on 
an Andy Devine effect. 

Molly Merrick, syndicated pic 
writer, took an audition for General 
fills’ Bisquick. Outfit gives the 
shag to ‘Hollywood in Person’ at 
month’s end. 














Phil Baker may haul east around 
April 1 at sponsor's insistence. 


Maurice Rubner, Paris financier, 
studying the commercial phases of 
radio here. 





Milton Watson departs Ed Lowry’s 
‘Springtime’ for a route of personals. 





Forrest Barnes, air scripter, dished 
up the lyrics for Charles Wakefield 
Cadman’s ‘Love Comes Calling Me.’ 





Tom Harrington cruising around 
Frisco on new Young & Rubicam ac- 
counts. 





Half a Loaf is NOT 
Better Than None 





Jean Cowan now torching up Sig- 
nal Carnival. 





Paul Franklin joined the scripting 
battery on Your Hollywood Parade. | 











Rob Kennett resigned from KFWR 
production staff for a wax job in 
the east. 





James Tierney east for Texaco to 
line up originations for Eddie Can- 
tor’s troupe. 





Al Geodman now in his fifth yea 
for Luckies. 





New personnel of the Trio Celeste. 
on the- staff of KYA, San Francisco. 
includes Jack Seltenrich, pianist; 
Hubert Sorenson, violinist, and 
George Rogovoy, ’cellist. Latter is 
also with San Francisco Symphony. 





Jesephine Avis new traffic man- 
ager for KYA, San Francisco, suc- 
ceeding Betty Bell. 

Fay Francis now on KROW, Oak- 
Jand, with a daily commentary fo: 
femmes. Formerly with CBS in the 
€ast. 


Producer Ned Tollinger on the iio8 ° . 4 9 se 66 - 
1a = ~ a a J 
NBC San Francisco staff conducting An advertising campaign without Dealer Support is “h If a lo 


@ class in radio acting for the Ala- ss 


ee ee ee Advertisers know that the enthusiastic support of the man-behind-the-counter 
on, 





. ‘ ” 
e » “whole loaf. 
Ben Dobus is conducting a new Sives them the 


feries of programs for camera fans ; . 
over _WFRC, San Frnacisco. Satur- In other words “Dealer Support” is essential to the complete success of any 





advertising Campaign. 





That's the plas that WLW delivers, and that’s why America’s smartest adver- 


tisers use 


W LW-the Nation’s Station 


WEED € COMPANY CINCINNATI 


RADIO STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


MEW YORK - CHICAGO 
PETROS - SAN FRAREISEO 


MANCHESTER 


New Hampshire's | 


Largest Station 


NBC 
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=. — — TS SS SS 
° |Health talks. Three one-quarter 
|! hours weekly. 
Agencies Sponsors | Ironized Yeast Co. ‘Good Will | 
, he four.” 10 to 11 p.m. Sundays until 
July 16, 1939. 
| Seedol Laboratories. Kelpemalt | 
Milton Weinberg, of the Los! new billing of ‘Tom and Jerry.’ they | Tablets. Six one-quarter hours | 


Angeles agency of the same name, is] will be sponsored by 


in New York placing spot business| dent Wall Paper company 

on Manhattan soap. It’s for two| quarter-hour 

quarter-hours a week, with the mar-| next 13 weeks. 

kets scattered over the country. | direct. 
} 


the Indepen- 
in five 


Account 


Tolman Laundry to give away cou- 
pon books entitling winning listeners 


California Radio System last week | 
got the ‘Myrt and Marge’ and ‘Hill 


Top House’ shows from Colgate-|on its new broadcast over WRC, 
Palmolive-Peet, making it 8°4 hour | Washington, to a free wash. First 
a week of new business the network | knob-twiddler calling the laundry 
has taken on since the fit of the! correct title in the ‘What Song 1s 
year. Station group is aiso getting | This’ guessing game will s! affle the 
the Gruen Watch dramatic series | reward 

which Transamerican is producing In | - 

Holly wood. M. H. H. Joachim has been named 


ne | Dp. 1 charge of radio at Buchanan 
Bell Bread on WBIG, Gree ro,| & Co.’s Chicago off! i 

N. C., with waxed serial ‘Speed Gib-|‘Omar the Mystic,’ ‘Rajput,’ and 

son.’ Same station also has another |*Your Unseen Friend.’ 

transcribed show, ‘Freshest Thing 1n | para 

Town.’ for Carolina Baking. | «The Family Doctor,’ scribbled by 

maa, | Dr. 4. H. Matteson, pulp writer, and 

Albany Packing Co. aboard WSPR, | voiced by him, 

Springfield, Mass. with series of a.m.| Northwest Mutual originating from 

‘homely philosophy’ talks by Elwin; KOL, Seattle, running 15 minutes 

N. Tacy. | three times weekly with local bread 

| commercial in each of the towns. 


Mayer Furniture Co. closed with) : 
WMAL, Washington, for ha f-] ul New business at WIP, Philly: 
program, ‘Home Townet Variety) Mrs. Ballard (religious program). 
program with Maxine Toppan vocal- | Quarter hour weekly for one year. 
izing, staff orchestra helping out and Dr. Mallas, dentist. Five spots 
Lee Everett emceeing. weekly. Harry Feigenbaum agency. 

is aces Tappin’s Jewelry Store. Renewal 

Dick Malson and Dick Haynes, for- | ‘Man on the Street,’ five one-quarter 
merly known as the Melody Million-| hours weekly. Julian J. Pollock 
aires and late of WHAM in Roches- | agency. 
ter, N. Y., have returned to Pitts- | Carter Medicine Co. Ten spots an- 
burgh after a long absence for a} nouncements weekly. 
new WWSW commercial. Under the | Modern Living Health Institute 








AT THE TOP . . 0 IN SAN ANTONIO 


Ks 


THE MOST EFFICIENT 
5000 WATT STATION IN 
THE UNITED STATES 











IN THIS Rich Markel 


By every measurement KTSA is dominant in south 
Texas—an area as large as New England plus part of 
Delaware and Pennsylvania and all of Long Island. 
With more than 2.000.000 people in its potential 
listening audience and with the most favorable wave 
length (550 KC) providing a signal of unusual effi- 
ciency and strength, KTS A offers national advertisers 
a value per dollar spent that cannot be equalled. 
Quite definitely, in market reached (including rich 
Rio Grande Valley) and programs offered (a full sched- 
ule of CBS commer- 4, OF H Sty 
cials and sustainings x ; tee 
plus outstanding lo- ; be 
cal features) KTSA is 
“at the top in San An- 
tonio and So. Texas.” 





z> 


S 
NATIONAL derddeutarton BY 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO SALES 


cHicacs.- 


% 
Zz 


NEW YORK - BETROIT - LOS ANGELES 


morning spots for the | 
placed | 


4 | 


started over the} 


‘| Purina Mills sponsoring transcript | 
|show, ‘Sing Neighbor, Sing,’ Mon- 
|day, Wednesday and Friday over 


| Pensions 
| afternoon over entire Okld¥ama net. 


weekly, beginning Feb. 13 and end- 
ng May 14, 


ins 








| George H. Coombs, Jr., WHN, | 
N. Y., commentator picks up a thrice 
| weekiy sponsor in Lee Hats, start ing | 


| Feb. 28. Bermingham, Cas stleman & | 
Pierce the agency. 
ny eh | 
KOAM, Pittsburgh, Kans., carry- 
ing six quarter-hours weekly for | 
DX gasoline. | 
Pe 
Tudor Plate Silverware starts | 
locally with a Tuesday-Thursday 
series of quarter-hours on WE ea 
N. Y artis April 17. Transc1 
ns W be used, 8:45-9 a B BDO 
ne —1wency 
Spelling. Bee program on WSBM, 


| Chicago, for Schwimmer & Scott 
wency on beha:f of Fox De Luxe 
beer switched to new acccunt, Chi- 
cago Mail Order House. Agency has 
arranged a new program for Fox. 





| port, Conn. 








a —~— 





Woo Accounts with Programs 


— $$ 





among the advertising agencies. 
jump quoting availabilities 


of sniping at agencies 
season, 


shows which they 





Opening up of some of the choicer night-time spots on the NBC. 
red and CBS has resulted in a flurry 
Talent salesmen are being on the 
and prices. 


work sect, some are putting shows tog ether 
whose programs haven't fared so well 


In several instances agencies are talking about lining up talent for 
hope to get under way the coming fall. Reason 


of speculative show building 


While most of the 


agencies 


on ‘paper with the View 








is spotting 16 live talent announce- 
ments on KGO, San Franc! 
ight-week periou. 


sco, over 


an e 


McKesson & Robbins, Inc., Bridge- 
(Pursang), through H. W. 
Kastor & Sons, Chicago, spotting 26 
transcribed gg anny “909 announce- 
ments on KGO, San Francisco, 
five a week. 


using 


| Kennedy Clothes has renewed its peek 

lcontract with WXYZ, Detroit, for | 

| another 52 weeks. Calls for 700 spot | American Stove Co., St. Louis 
innouncements, an increase of 70% | (Magic Chef stoves), through Batten, 
ov Deal set by | Barton, Durstine & Osborne, New 


ver previous schedule 


| Beckman, Vogel and Bierbaum 


agency. 


|} Oklahoma network. Originates at 

KTOK, with Chick Martin m.c 
Oklahoma Associatior for Old Age 

buying half-hour Sunday 





Pilot Radios baiting for biz on 
WOV, N. Y., with Sunday quarter- 
hour in Italian, using current events 
chatter by Dr. Leandro Forno. Alvin 
Austin the agency. 


P. & G. (Camay) started first whirl 
on Mutual Monday (21) with wax 
series featuring Allen Prescott (the 
‘Wifesaver’) and warbler Joey Nash. 
Program weekly. 


‘Kitchen of the Air,’ a new every- 
morning program broadcast over 
WABY from the auditorium of the 
New York Power & Light Albany 
building, is presented on a cO-opera- 
tive tieup with A. & P., Brody’s 
Dairy, Keller’s Bakery and Forest's 
Foremost Meat Products. Jennie 
Parkinson conducts. 


John Cornelius, vice prez of Bat- 
ten, Barton, Durstine and Osborne, 
in Hollywood just looking around. 


John Donahue rounding up testi- 
monials in Hellywood for William 
Esty accounts. 


Buffalo Savings Bank is sponsoring 
the Buffalo Male Octet, directed by 
William Gomph, for a 13-week run 
on WGR, Monday and Wednesday, 
6:15 p. m. to 6:30. Baldwin & Stra- 
chan agency set the show. 


United States Products Corp. (Sig- 
net fruit juice), through Long Ad- 
vertising Service, San Jose, Cal., is 
sponsoring the live talent ‘Friendly 
Homemaker’ program on KSFO, San 
Francisco, twice weekly for eight 
weeks. 


U. S. Rubber Co. (tires) has signed 
for one night spot announcement 
weekly for a year on KSFO, San 
Francisco. Placed direct. 


Luxol Shampoo (branch of the 
Marmello-Zotos family) through Mil- 
ton Weinberg Co., Los Angeles, is 
being plugged in thrice-weekly quar- 
ter-hour transcribed programs over 
KSFO, San Francisco. 

Dri-Brite, Ine. (liquid wax), 
through Louis E. Westheimer & Co., 
St. Louis, Mo., using spot announce- 
ments once weekly for 13 weeks over 
KSFO, San Francisco. 

Armstrong Cork Co., New York 
(Quaker rugs), through Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborne, has signed 
a vear’s contract with KSFO. San 
Francisco, for thrice-weekly broad- 
casts of the ‘Heart of Julia Blake’ 
platters. 





C. H. Baker Shoe Ca., thioigh Sid- 
ney Garfinkel agency, is bankro ling 
the ‘Hollywood Reporter’ live talent 

sip sessions on KSFO. Sar, Fran- 
cisco, weekly for one year starting 
Feb. 20. Program formerly was 
aired over KPO under the t--nner of 
Howe, Inc. (cosmetics) 


& Teddy, 





Chase 





York, on March 17 begins a weekly 
quarter-hour morning transcription, 
‘Hollywood Food Secrets,’ over KGO, 
San Francisco. 

KJBS, San Francisco: St. Francis 
theatre; two daily on rainy days for 
the Cox Tire Co.; four time signals 
daily and three spots weekly for J. 
A. Herzog (autos). Also one an- 
nouncement daily for 47 weeks on 
the ‘Alarm Klok Klub’ program for 
Liberty Orchards of Cashmere, 
Wash., through Beaumont & Hoh- 
man, and two one-minute days a 
week for Ex-Lax, Inc., through Jo- 
seph Katz Co., Baltimore. 

Guaranty Union Life Insurance Co., 
Hollywood, is sponsoring ten-minute 
afternoon newscasts thrice weekly 
on KJBS, San Francisco. Through 
Stodel agency. 

WBZ and WBZA, Boston and 
Springfield, Mass., new business 

Joseph Breck, Bosion (seeds, etc.), 
one-minute spots thru Peel, Denton, 
Palmer, Inc., Boston. 
Webster Thomas Co. 
Brand Foods), Musical 
minutes daily Monday through Sat- 
urday. Program handled by WBZ's 
Malcolm McCormack. Placed 


(Matchless 
Clock, 15 


| 
| 
| 
| 





KOMA engineer, 


they give for this abnormally advance culling of the market is that 
experience has convinced them that the sooner available materia] 
is put under option or contract the better it is for the account and 
agency, both on price and self-security, 
———_—__ 
preeren tires), through Gever, / through Chambers & Wis\w Inc, 
~ | Cornell & Newell, Inc., Dayton, Ohio, | Boston. 


Hathaway 
Mass., 


Bakeries, Inc., Ca 


I using 324 one-! Sa 


bridge, 


announcements daily except Sunday 


transcribed. 
Long & Co., 
Air Conditioning Training Corp., 
Youngstown, Ohio, 12 15-minute 
shots Placed through National 
Classified Adv. Agency, Youngstow; 
Ohio. 
Carter Medicine Co., New Yor! 
weather reports. Placed thro 
Street & Finney, New York 
Boston Elevated Railway, Boston 
(Transportation), ore-minute spots, 
through Mason L. Ham, Boston 
Doyle Packing Co., Newark, N. J 
(Strongheart Dog Food), series of 
15-minute Musical Clock periods, 
Monday through Saturday. No 
agency. 


Placed through W E 
Chicago. 


C. F. Hovey Department Store, 
Boston, breaks its radio silence and 
has contracte. for two commercials 
daily on WCORL, Boston Marion 
Clarke the saleswoman 

E. P. Shurlick, Jr., has become 
radio director of the Kraft Adverti 
ing Agency of Minneapolis. He was 
formerly in the radio department of 
the Minneapolis-Honeywell Regula- 
tor Co, 





KOMA Engineer in Hospital 
Oklahoma City, Feb. 22 

John Straiton, KOMA engineer, is 
laid up in a Norman, Okla., hospital 
after a bad auto accident in that 
city last week. 

Oakley Woodward, a former 
as been pinch-hit- 


ting during Straiton’s absence, but 


Will leave shortly and be replaced 
by John E, Riley from Ft. Smith, 


Ark, 











pi 


fin 


Within the primary ana sec- 
ondary coverage areas of Sta- 
tion WTIC live some 4,000,000 
people distinguished for the 
STABILITY of their annual 
spendable income of more than 
abilliondollars. Not only is this 
spendable income 15% above 
the national average, according 
to government figures, but it 
accounts for 23°, more retail 
sales and 50°, more food sales 
per capita than the national 
average. 


You can count on WTIC's 
50,000 Watts to give you a di- 
rect and profitable line to this 
rich market. Ross Federal’s 
survey shows that 60°, of the 


WII 


Paul W. 


Representatives: 


Morency, General Manager 


Weed & Co, 





Oakland, Cal. 





Billion Dollar 


50,000 WATTS 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


The Travelers Broadcasting Service Corporation 
Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 


@ Chicago, Detroit, New York, San Francisco 


to this 


Market 


families in the Hartford area 
prefer WTIC compared to 24%. 
for the next most popular sta- 
tion. Sales Management's fig- 
ures show that 14 out of 20 of 
the country’s most popular 
programs are carried by WTIC. 
In addition, WTIC ranks first 
in its area for number of net- 
work advertisers, first in num- 
ber of national spot advertisers, 
and first in mumber of loca! 
advertisers. 
Write today for our inter- 
esting 32 - page brochure 
giving full details on the 
Ross Federal Survey and 
facts about the WTIC Bil- 
lion Dollar Market. 


James F. Clancy, Business Manager 
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McCall Bill, in New York, Would 








Eddie Handley with KYA 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 


vears In 


Assert State Authority Over Air *:'»sc'mot's 3.2 


| of the Oakland studios of KYA, local 
|Hearst outlet. Handley’s appoint- 





Albany, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

McCall bill vesting in the public 
service commission authority to reg- 
ulate and supervise broadcasting 
stations and radio corporations with- 
in the State of New York, to a de- 
gree not now exercised by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, is 
considered by Capito] Hill observers 


as a definite indication of what states 
may attempt in the future with re- 
gard to the control of radio. The 
2l-page measure dealing with vir- 


tually every phase of broadcasting, 
has been introduced rather late in 
the present session for any action— 


adjournment is scheduled for March 
10 

Well informed how- 
ever, that the bill, or one similar to 
it, is certain to be placed before the 
Legislature next year. 

Eventually a the 
proposal for state supervision of ra- 
dio stations and companies like that 
exercised over utility com- 
panies, will come, insiders declare. 

McCall bill affect radio 
everywhere in the United States, be- 
cause the network companies head- 
quartered and operating key stations 
in New York City would be among 
those placed unde: 
It is the most sweeping bill on radio 
which has been presented for con- 
sideration in the largest state of the 
union. 


persons Say, 


showdown on 


now 


would 


rigid supervision 


Drastic 

Investigations the commission, 
on its own initiative or on written 
complaint, are authorized, as are the 
fixing of rates, rentals and service 
charges, the deciding of what equip- 
ment or service of any radio cor- 
poration is ‘inadequate. inefficient, 
improper or insufficient,’ and the is- 
suing of orders for changes therein. 
Franchises are to be issued to all 
stations: those now operating under 
authority of the federal government 
shall receive them, on registration 
with the public service commission; 
new must first obtain the 
permission and approval of commis- 
sion 

McCall gives the commission 
broad with respect to trans- 
fer and ownership of stock, approval 
of issues of stocks, bonds and other 
form of indebtedness, and to reor- 
ganization. The manner of recover- 
ing a penalty or forfeiture under the 
act is set forth. So is the matter 
of summary proceedings by the com- 
mission against radio corporations. 

The bill would take effect July 1. 

First protest, locally at least, was 
voiced by Gannett’s Knickerbocker 
News. In its editorial column, ‘For 
and Against,’ daily declared the Mc- 
Call proposal should be _ rejected. 
Gannett companies have radio inter- 
ests in several cities of the state. 

Measure, a Valentine Day ‘pres- 
ent’ to radio, was put in without 
advance notice by Senator John T. 


by 


Stations 


bill 
power 


McCall, Manhattan Democrat. He’s 
head of insurance and real estate 
firm. Issued no statement of ex- 


planation, although he promised one 
on his return from New York city. 

Bill shows evidence of careful 
drafting and apparent collaboration 
by a person or persons with knowl- 
edge of radio as well as of public 





MONTREAL 


MONOPOLY 
CFCF has a monopoly that 
violates no anti-trust laws! 
Conditions on the island of 
Montreal are such that out- 





side stations are not heard 


in daytime and irregularly 


at night. 











ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


EDWARD PETRY & CO. 








| ment made by Clarence B. Juneau, | 
service commission procedure. It de- | KYA’s new manager, following the | 
fines ‘radio corporation’ and ‘broad- | resignation of William Gleeson. 





casting station,’ specifies ‘just and Handley has worked for KRKD, | 
reasonable charges’ and bans ‘unjust |KMTR and KMPC in Southern | 
discrimination’ and ‘unreasonable | California. 
oreference.’ Provides _ that rate | saiing 
schedules be printed and filed with | ; 
the public service commission; that 'WEBR HAS BALTO S SOLE | 
they show ‘all rates, rentals and | 
charges for service of each and PA: CODEL INTO SALES | 
every kind, including charges for a 2 

broadcast originating at each par- —_— 

ticular station operated by such cor- Baltimore. Feb. 22 

| poration and joint rates for a broad- Hearst-owned WBAL has abo! 
cast from a number of radio sta- 

| tions’ ished the post of p.a Ed Code 

| Bill makes radio companies liable |; for past 15 months 

| for loss or damage caused by viola- | moved into the station sales’ force 
tion of the provisions and details the | Various departments will divide the 
powers and duties of the public ser- | duties to which Codel formerly at- 
vice commission in supervising them. | tended. 

It requires annual reports by radio Leaves only one of the four local | 
corporations and gives the commis- | broadcasters with post per se of a| 
sion authority to prescribe their form |p.a. Bob Maslin, Jr.. at WFBR. is | 
and character. the last of his breed in Baltimore | 


| 
Eddie Handley, for the past —_ 


| check-up 


Intricate Stock-Swapping Deals 
Draw FCC. Examiner Tut-Tut 
Despite Previous ‘Stern’ Policy 


Washington, Feb. 22. | strictly speaking the 1934 statute was 

Technical violations of the Com- | flouted. Similar recommendations 
munications Act in intricate stock- | have been made by other examiners 
swapping which characterized con- | in at least two other cases of like 


duct of two stations should be | character, 

forgotten, Examiner Tyler Berry The most complicated case in his- 

recommended to the FCC last week.| tory of the Commish is presented 
In reporting on another pair fjin the application of KARK for li- 

cases growing out of the Commish) cense renewal. Examiner advocates 


last year to see whether | rubber-stamping of acts accomplished 


the industry is complying with Fed- | Years ago—ovel which the Commish 
eral regulations, the examiner mini-| has no legal power to approve o1 
mized the importance of failure to | deny- as well as winking an eye at 
obtain advance consent for transac- | Offense for which the FCC has au- 
tions which shuffled stock in com- | thority to administer punishment 
panies owning KARK, Little Rock, In the Arkansas matter, the series 
Ark., and KGMB, Honolulu. of confusing financial deals date back 
Despite the strong stand taken by | More than six years, to Oct. 19, 1931, 


the FCC last year against stock jug- | when John R. Frazer, principal 
gling, Berry said a go-and-sin-no- |wner of Arkansas Radio & Equip- 
more attitude justified although (Continued on page 46) 
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WBAP-City High School Series, 
| 1937-38." | 

RADIO SHOWMANSHIP | City school supers and assistants 

| have specially presented photos of 

. . a2 T same group in their offices. 
( Attention-Getters, Tie-l ps, Ideas ) | Tie-up ? made with educational- 
+ musical programs which WBAP pre- 
O tst di St t on the special event and attention- | °°" each Saturday. 
ne ane | getting side WBNS has recently | Dept. St ee ae 
—_—_—— used its unit in the following ways: | ept. store . 

LONG DISTANCE FARM . 1. On the occasion of the ne | Birmingham 7 
QUOTATIONS County Red Cross annual, meeting | Jeff Twentyman, ad man of Joseph | 

WKY. OKLAHOMA CITY carried yn a four-way conversation & Loeb, Birmingham _department 

F sis sale | fron, diiferent parts of the city. All} store, plugs the emporium’s wares 

|of this was received at the meeting | over WAPI mornings by the romanc- 

Info by Phone at 6 A. M. |}and put on a P. A. system. For that | ing method. He brings to the pub- 
Oklahoma City. me job it used two short wave | lic a novel slant on what is behind 

rvice to state farmers who sell | Units, three receiving points, four | the story of silk stockings, shoes, 

at the Oklahoma City market is part | 2™mouncers and seven engineers. ___| furniture and whatnot, thereby cov- 
yf the Sunrise Serenade program 2. Instituted a safety campaign] ering all the departments and charg- 
over WKY at 6:25 a. m. Farmers|combining studio interviews with/ing up the expense on a pro-rata 

have time to make the local market, | judges and police officers with short} basis 

which opens 60 minutes later. | wave broadcasts from dangerous In- Lionel Baxter does the announcing 
WKY telephones Kansas . City, | tersections, stop streets and the like.| with a pianist and organist inter- 


Omaha. St. Joseph and Chicago at 6 
a. m. for price quotations which are 
1e¢n corelated by Carleton Corbin 
into market forecasts for the day. 
George Cofelt, of the Daily Okla- 
homan staff, also gives an open grain 
report 


KNX’s Latest Booklet 

Los Angeles. 
In a four-page folder, 
People’s Choice,’ 
the advertising trade last week, 
KNX, Las Angeles, draws a number 
of popularity conclusions from tele- 
phone surveys made over a long 
period of The material, based 
yn some 800,000 phone calls in the 
L.A. area, discloses that KNX has 
surpassed all other local stations in 
number of quarter-hour periods of 
top popularity every month in 1937. 
Folder credits KNX with having 
2 274 ‘firsts’ as compared to the next 

siation’s 1,344 and the third’s 282, 


time. 


WBNS’ Mobile Unit 
Columbus, O. 


Mobile units, now increasingly | 
used by local stations, have many 


‘The | 
which went out to] 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


uses in the interests of showmanship | 





ARTISTS 


MANAGEMENT 
A 

may =—séPAULL. 

WHITEMAN 


Chesterfield 


CBS Network 
Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., EST 














All Paul Whiteman 
Engagements Booked 


EXCLUSIVELY 


by 
Artists Management 








| \T F451. 
\  MN.C. 
™ wAU 2-188 


\ 











King of Swing Saxophonists 


CHARLIE 


BARNET 


and his ORCHESTRA 
Collegiate Favorites — 
Picked to Play Temple 
“U”" Dental Prom, Philly 


March 18th. 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


CONSOLIDATED 





| 


iter degree in 
| here next June, will cast, 


3. Last Friday one policeman and | polating. | 
two gangsters were killed, two other 

und a gangster were wounded, 
and a woman shot in a gun battle in 
an outlying residential district. The 
WBNS mobile unit reached the scene 
ahead of the ambulances and within 
10 minutes of the shooting, to put on} 
the air eye-witnesses’ stories of the 
gun battle from the spot where most 
of the firing was done. 





poice 


Stock Swaps | 





(Continued from page 45) 

ment Co., the station licensee, sold 
| 617 shares to Stanley Andrews and 
: | associates. The Andrews group im-| 
Dickens in Seven Parts | mediately set up a holding company, 
Detroit. | Radio, Inc. 

wrinkle set for WWJ’s| 
W8XWJ, will be a radio 


Newest 


shortwaver, 


About six months after Radio, Inc 


iramatizat ff. a Wavne U. stu-| Was created, T. H. Barton of El 
aqaramatiz yn l c < n ° SU 

dent's graduate master’s thesis built | Dorado, began buying into Radio, 
yn Dicken’s ‘Tale of Two Cities.’| Inc. and by Feb. 4, 1934, had ac- 


quired all of the stock of the hold- 
minute dramatizations, given weekly | ing company. Throughout this period, 
before aude at WWJ's free radio| the shares purchased by Andrews 
theatre and aired over WEXWS | ot al. remained with Frazer as col- 
only. Frank signe = OM padeona 4 | lateral. On June 12, 1934. Frazer re- 
TT itl eaat direct and | leased 217 shares, keeping 400 as 
produce his adaptation of the Dick- | security for the newest of 


Adaptation will consist of seven 30- 


several 


lens story. While doing graduate | series of notes. 

work, Telford holds full-time job} Control of the station finally was | 
with radio division of Detroit board | shifted to Barten in 1935 when! 
of education, writing script, etc. | Frazer sold his interest in the un- | 


Planned to follow Telford's adapta- 


tions with similar stunts on thesis of paid notes to the individual who. | 


other graduate studes, the second be- | 1M essence, was responsible for their 
ing adaptation of ‘Arabian Nights’ by| Payment. The stock in Arkansas 
Harry Goldstein, who also gets mas-| Radio & Electric technically owned 
ter’s degree this June, by Radio, Inc., but tied up as col- 
- lateral, went int» Barton's hands in 

G-Man Scripts _ , 1936 when the holding company was 

due tdie | dissolved and its assets distributed. 
presented in al On July 18, 1936, Barton purchased | 
special series of broadcasts over| the outstanding Arkansas Radio & | 
WSGN, The News-Age Herald Sta-| Electric tickets, thus gaining com- 
tion, each Friday night at 8:15. The plete control over KARK. 


Head G-Man in 
Bugas_ is’ being 





| 
| 


fifteen minute programs deal with | f 

the discussion of the methods em- | Honolulu Case 

ployed by the G-Men in stamping | The Honolulu case is much less 
out crime, and several cases from the complicated although a _ series of 
records are discussed. 'deals occurred without Commish 


The continuities for this series is | 
prepared in Washington and person- 
ally inspected and released by J. 
Edgar Hoover, head of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, before they 
are broadcast. This marks the first 
of this type program ever to be at- 
tempted by the FBI. There have 
been many programs that dealt with 
the dramatic side of the work of the 
G-Men, but this time, the G-Man in 
person will bring his own program to 
the air. 

Danny Danenberg, of the Birming- 
ham News staff, assists Bugas ‘in pre- 


sanction. Most recent of the transac- | 
tions—by which the Honolulu Star- | 
Bulletin will acquire the two Hawai- | 
ian transmitters owned by Honolulu | 
Broadcasting Co.—is not involved in 
the present proceeding and has not 
been approved by the FCC. 

Dating back to May, 1929, when 
Honolulu Broadcasting Co, was set 
up, the chain of events covers the 
intervening years with most of the 
developments occurring since the 
Communications Act was passed and 








senting this series, acting as inter- 


: since the Commish has had power 
viewer. 


to pass on station sales. 

The first important incident was 
agreement negotiated June 27, 1935. 
under which P. R. L. Robinson, sole 
owner, agreed to sell his stock to 
the Pacific Theatre & Supply Co., 
a subsidiary of the Consolidated 


Heilmann’s Baseball School 
Detroit. 
Harry Heilmann, exTiger player 
who'll mike Detroit baseball games 
over WXYZ this season, will head a 
baseball school for juves next sum- 





mer. School, under auspices of De- 
troit Baseball Federation (sandlot-| “™usemert Co. of Honolulu, afte 





ters) and city recreation department, having given Fred J. Hart, station 





— 


Robb, of Editor & Pub., 

Offered as Air Headliner 
Silvers, who has turned 
radio program producer 
offering Arthur C. 
Robb, editor of Editor & Publisher, 
in a show called ‘The Editor’s As- 
signment.’ 

tobb will quiz newspaper chief- 
tains on their careers, plus weav- 
ing in dramatizations of some of 
their yarn-coverages. Lined up for 


———=2 


KOMO, Seattle. 


Truce Gets 
More Time 


George 
freelance 


on his own, is 





Washington, Feb. 22 


the first march to the 7. ato Armistice in the squabble over 
> ‘illiam Alle Thite o 1e Em- | = 
ed William Allen W e t NBC's exclusive contract with 
poria (Kans.) Gazette. : a : 

Silvers formerly worked with | KOMO, Seattle, has been extended 
James Saphier and for a time with| another 60 days to see if a compro- 


Eid Wolf. mise cannot be worked out which 
will enable the Canadian Broadcast. 


ing Co. to get protected programs 


9 regularly for its Vancouver outlet 
Originally suspended voluntarily 
| after complaint from the State De- 


partment, the pact which prevents 


| 

any station within prescribed radius 
| from- obtaining NBC service without 
|spindle consent has been on the 


spindle since December. Netwcrk 
has been waiting for developments at 
the FCC 
‘ . . 99 " oe ; 

Atlanta, Feb. 22. Continuance, which was approved 
tt - a’o “H1eAr - | ‘ ; 
City of Atlanta’s projected $300/ by the Commish, is designed to al- 


annual tax on radio stations got a|low negotiations looking toward a 
revision of contract on a mu- 
tually-agreeable basis. The FCC has 
been too occupied otherwise to dig 
into the question of whether exclu- 
Sive agreements, as such, are 
trary to public interest. 


setback last week when Judge John | the 


D. Humphries ruled in Superior 
court that radio stations are engaged 
in interstate commerce and are not 
subject to municipal occupational 
taxes. Ruling came in case in which | 
city sought to collect $300 per year | 


from WSB as a ‘local broadcaster’ | KALE Gets a Push-Up 


broadcasting advertising of ‘local ad- | 
Portland, Ore., Feb. 22 


vertisers’ for local consumption, un- 
der occupatiohal tax ordinance. KALE, affiliated with KOIN, Port- 
Court held that there is no way to land, Ore., has received a new 1,000 
restrict transmission of such adver- | watt rating from the FCC. This 
tising from crossing state lines, | makes KALE one of the most potent 
therefore such a tax would be a/ Mutual outlets in the Pac. N. W. That 
‘burden’ on interstate commerce for | Station now vies for third place in 
municipal benefit. |this metropolitan area with KEX, 
Demurrer containing these con-|an affiliate of KGW. 
tentions by Reuben R. Arnold and New studios for KALE have be2n 
Thomas Arnold, representing WSB,/| completed at KOIN headquarters. 
was sustained, but a supersedeas to | 
Georgia Supreme Court was granted 
city, which has 20 days to perfect an 
appeal. 


Ccon- 





The Mule Saluted 


Louisville, Feb. 22. 
A good-will delegation which in- 
cluded the Texas Rangers, male 
quartet, and Skeets Morris’ Hillbil- 
lies from WHAS, participated in a 
Mule Day program Monday (21) at 
Mayfield, Ky. Occasion was the open- 
ing of the Mayfield mule market, one 
of the two largest in the world. 
Station WHAS also dedicated a 
special program to Mayfield, in con- 
nection with the Mule Day celebra- 
tion, Saturday (19), at 7 p.m., with 
prominent speakers and several of 
the station's hillbilly acts. 









Member of the 
Musical Staff of 
WLW and WSAI 
as Co-Musical 

Director 








DON 





London Hears Ickes 


Washington, Feb. 22. 
First of novel international series 
of radio talks was inaugurated today 
(Tuesday) when Secretary of the In- 
terior Ickes went on a trans-Atlan- 
tic hookup through facilities of the 





THE RHYMING MINSTREL 


EVERY MONDAY 
WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 


WOR 


12-12:15 P.M. EST 











| will be largely financed by Kellogg,| Manager, an option on the paper. 
| who's footing half of bill for Tiger| Hart, who brought Pacific Theatre | 
| airin’s this year. 
wager aieee will line up group of | management contract and _ option. | 
cea r avers ¢ o ar 2agere rf ° ‘ 
iger players and other big leaguers! ajong with claims on earnings to 


to ‘lecture’ kids. Sessions, to be held | : - bet ad 
on various city playgrounds. | which he was entitled, to 
, . | compar.y for $10,000. 
Photographs of Symphony | agreed to buy 127 shares of Honolulu 
Fort Worth | Broadcasting Co. and became presi- 

WBAP public relations department dent. 

has supplied all of Fort Worth’s high- | 
schools with a large NBC photo of 
Toscanini’s symph orch. Typewrit- 
ten beneath each js the caption: ‘Tos- 
canni’s NBC Symphony—Saturdav’'s 
—9I p.m., WBAP, Compliments; The 


the new 


was increased 
shares after 


from 1,000 to 10,000 
Pacitic Theatres ac- 
quired control. Enlarged amount of 
stock was split on an 85-15 basis be- 








By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
‘FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


|AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 99*/100°/s pure 


| LISTEN 
| IN... &s- 


Dir. 





TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 
WwABC— 

COAST TO COAST 


COMPTON ADVERTISING 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLOG. NEW YORK CiTY 


The most recent maneuvering— 
which has not been completed—con- 
templates cutting the Honolulu news- | 
paper into the picture. Hart has} 
| agreed to seli the Star-Bulletin 1,400 | 
of his 1,497 shares and Pacific The- | 


tween Pacific Theatres and Hart. 
| 
| 


fatre will turn over 1,000 of its 
3,038,500 besides peddling 2,000 
|}shares to Zion Securities Corp., a 


| Utah investment firm. 

i In each insta..ce, Berry concluded 

| there was technical flouting of the 

| Act and the FCC regulations. Neither 
was malicious or 

| tended, 


Con- 
while conduct of both trans- 
mitters has been improved by the 
new manageme:.ts. Pointed 


serious, he 


out that 





Hart complied with all Commish re 
juests when the investigation bega 
= and that there is no proot of at- 


| tempted concealment or 
tatute 
ansier ol 
Commish 
unimportant 
icquired control of Radio, Inc. from 
,; Which he received the tickets. 


willful vio- 
In the Arkansa 


tock to 


lation of the 
the ti 


without 


nm 
barton 


2:30 P.M. EST authorization was 


2:15 to 


| 
| case, 
} 


AGENCY 


into the picture, agreed to sell his| Debut of the ‘America Speaks’ fea- 


In return, Hart} 


Capital of the operating company | 


ince Barton previously | 


FOR 


BOSCO 
ture, which goes on each Tuesday 
afternoon. ; [ioe 
Designed for the British audience, 
speeches go to New York by wire 
line and are short-waved to London. 
Airing is over the BBC's national 
network, and will reach the domin- 
; ions by short wave, Transcriptions 
also will be made for the entire em- 
pire. 


British Broadcasting Corporation. 

















Director 


“Swing Session 





Father Burk Buys Equipment 

St. Louis, Feb. 22. 
Rev. W. A. Burk, S.J., faculty 
supervisor of WEW, is in Camden, 
N. J., doing remote control purchas- 
ing for a brother priest stationed in 
Bogota, Republic of Columbia. Rev. 
tamirez was recently granted a con- 
cession from the Columbian govern- 
ment to do short wave broadcasts 
from Bogota. Unable to come to the 
States to purchase the latest equip- 
ment he asked Father Burk to pinch 
hit for him. Father Burk also is in- 
if anew 1,000 watt transmitter 
for WEW which was 


FCC la 

















GUS VAN 


VAILABLE 


STAGE, SCREEN or RADIO 


ADDRESS 
c/o Goldie and Gumm 
1540 Broadway, New York 


pectir 
approved by 


t week, 
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Radio’s Red-Headed Music Maker 
| Address 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago, Ill. 
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indi na Publishers Attack Radio; Kind of Ino is Service F ing Niteri 
la ; | nile iS Service ree rorcing Niteries 
6 ° ae ; Washington Feb. 22. 
That Camden ‘grant’ reported ina 
P DEOAGCAST NESUICTIONS | «isv2:e» trom rss ieee «: ) 1 Drop Name Orchs Capen SNOW 
Surprise to Brotherly Love broad- ? S 
a + casters was as much of a jolt to the 
FCC. - mnie 
; | 
Indianapolis, Feb. 22 Pp k P UJ H { Government wavelength-dispens- ‘hicago, Feb. 2! | , { 
d-winter meeting of. tne | ac oints p azar ers thought they had allowed Hal pee Ten tate = —— a te Rang A pba ee 
alee State Press Association | Broadcasting Co.'s request for a we Ge Sotele all of the sir dan et ro. os oe "tI t the 
a had radio up for exhibit as | Salt Leake ¢ ity, Feb. 22. a across the river to be {to their refusal to pay $100 sery vad weer sans fa $200 an 
al ! . ; zs ao aes or Ate ; ot , | I > 2€ é ‘ ( 
the No. 1 enemy of the newspaper Utah has a wider variety of radio pad 7 igen ce confirmed them. | to stations here for the remote con- 5300 the following year. They see 
publishers. Wray E. Fleming, in his eliuion was yanked back by spon- iy 


| conditi ions than in nearly any other} sors on Jan. 28 trol pick-up, Chicago is facing a gen-|a precedent established which micht 





address as president of the : ; ea ; wo} tant ; 
—_ listed a newspaper campaign |part of the world, said Eugene G. Probably the most startled person | €ral slump in quality of band show work itself up to a real expense ir 
roup, 1 < lek tes a . 5 in 1 } , r \ ee 4 couple of yea 
E P lio as the major objective | Pack, chief engineer for station KS}. | 1% loved wah Horace Lohn vno jin hotel niterie and enerat 
radio as the maj) J ; 
against tau : 1 ¢ S off ¢ ‘ represented the mind nger Meanwhile (¢ 
three-point drive for the or-j| local CBS affiliate, at a meeting of | *“! ty 5<t. |} cheapening of the ¢ 
| ‘ f P 4 : 4 ( ] in ft f ft ‘ ; c { f 
ition ini yeal Meeting was/;|tne I ¢ a Footp: a A : ul flav. 
— . ; : ° n was : } , hé f 
d here all day Friday (18) and 10! ere Thursday 17) ; ‘ . . : 
t . # ; if’ T i i t t¢ | c i¢ t ‘ 
; , of Saturday (19.) I Ix \ ¢ ed ¢ if ( } r é ; hes ‘ p . e Ké t ers 
‘ 110 loti ) if KSI 1) , transmitter +h wise es : CC Oli name Dana 1e¢ that ce these : 
Fleming said: ‘...radio regulation tT ASL K ‘ itter ¢ © | that a new ‘ e ti y si the 
“* tudied from the view hores of Great S Lake, was asked bands cant be 
. + of the public and f« e bene- the peace officers’ club to dis- tinere é [ ¢ ( é 
ahs of the public as we ‘ fron s the leas ty of bdullding a ¥ , Dace ' PP + ‘i 
the viewpoint of the newspape! pe : elwork ot I a € nort i Icense Colles: I f th Hot : alee t worth w! p + ' 
Wave aa stat ns lor tan om- tai I 
Anti-radio president of the press ; } , which this Thursday 24) f the aff here Music b are ne 
Ant ; munities in the war against crime | Piga: +} 
sroup conceded: ..Radio cannot : ‘ , Serennny. Soeeeeee Buddy Rogers orc} 1 is replacin est they can under the conditions 
g! ‘ and automobile accidents j : nd ‘ i 
be eliminated, either through pub- ' with a strictly vaude_ type ov “are making up for it ne 
lice sentiment or by legislation, nor ae ee Se ae Se Or roo e |headed by Willie and Eugen How vay by running to Milwaukes« Min- 
should any such thought be enter- | W!' € projec Pack advised sev- | ard. Buddy Rogers himself was anx- capol Detroit, Indianapol St. 
tained.’ eral years of experimentation with yt to get out of the College Inn | /0U el to put me plugs n 
Fleming’s and the press groups ar: en eee Ey ° }contract, being unwilling te tick | However, most companies have rev- 
- Ocat { her ¢ > ] , 
methods were outlined as follows: cation of $40,000 of either state } OSs effin i without an opportunity for r pls liar inen travelin on the On to 
. ) | 4 ty S| | . . . 
But. if the functions of radio |” federi inds for constructing a } gin el plug n the hinterland spe 
»uU a ss ‘ 5 ‘ 
000 tte tat ’ | 
e in the same class with those of | ° NW ‘ : . 
€ eVe < r 
the newspaper, then radio should B p rd Ra : { w 
aced on a par with the news- { CC 
be placed on a pa Federal Commu onc on ithe smaller Continenta CO th 
paper. Simple news events are be- WAAW, OMAHA, RESUMES | j “oe k ee a als re e  Sterlir You hest : 
a sion last week uncovered a1 - ees antag weMESE wER ne 
ng dramatized to arouse the emo- " . lc id ’ tir ' +} . 
TS | teneed eight shortwave radio sta-|©OuWldnt see continuing in the | r ‘ | 
tions of the pubtic, H not untrue, a CU E tions in the Western New Y tate {room without the air build-up. and dai 
rossiv misleading statements are oe ee See OFK Stave | ’ 
gross! ISL E area. Stations were being operated | S€eS a better cl ce I as na 
heard about the qualities of adver- Rite yrofits in the 1 nt { not Seait] } 99 
" 66 by racketeers to broadcast horse race | PFO”! PMNS EOL “© Spo ALE, FD. £4 
tised products. Omaha, Feb, 22 " 4 fed | 2 hotel S C 
: m4.4 ’ y results in code to ‘onfederates Congress hotel is ready to fold eeveral we - { ©] ( I 
On the other hand, the news- Radio Station WAAW has resumed Rack a ahha igiaities ; Cc ’ os wae ares mg ; 
paper is expected to give facts in| broadcasts from police court with 25- | ®4 nage DOVS Nad a man at the track | rs — res 4 re pag yg { ing B Schwellenbach used what he 
; ito flas] \ s to another the | into the sm; lass at, which has \ 
its news columns, truth in its adver-| minute spree five days per week. |‘ ! : Se Fe Rae as : teggeter 4S | thought was the entire CBS net to 
‘ont . . p yutside wi n turn notifie oper- | been strictly ; Ktail it si its 
tisements, and it must observe the; Controversy over ethics of court | QUtSICE plage he ee _ eee : rE, we ze = discuss the problem arising from the 
lottery laws the libel laws, the, broadcasts has kept legal airings off ators who put it on the air. In thi: a =e LM pire Room of the J 
. ’ : lu thev were : . ace tc alme yuse also underst if . resence o ipanese craft in Amer- 
postal laws and other regulations | ether some months way ‘ney were able to place bets on | at" embiageact ge : ae = on | 
; ie : actual winners with loc: ’kmak-/|inNg on a sharp cut-down on its or- } ican ishi rs lasks 
designed for protection of the pub- This time it's traffic court news | 2 tual winners with local bookmak te I . i ts ¢ Cal fishing water near Alaska, 
; ‘ rs ’ > e latter c set j ;chestra expen with the extra coi P - . 7 
lic. only, and idea has backing of C. of | &™S before the latter could get in- ; 1estra ri ‘ « " ne extra COIN | Dialers in his home state of Wash- 
‘—_ : ee : pene oO go into th oor shows, 
Other speakers at the meeting in-|C., Better Business Bureau, Safety formation on the races, g » the or snhov | ington did not hear the talk, local 
cluded: ‘Mrs. Anna Steele Richard- | Council, etc., in the interest of safety Eight operators are being held, fol- Nitery Biz Off CBS outlet being committed on a 
_* ‘ iviel o on ~ | lowing the destruction of the sending ; 1, , ; : i — ie 
son. director of the consumer divi campaign : ( i , b Business has dropped off at these commercial for time requested 
¢ en > : s Co _ - | Sets, for operating amateur stations j > . ‘Is ad ah . 
sion of the Crowell f ublishing Co., t A & allie 4 A niteries, and the hotels admit that There was plenty of squaw ks to Coe 


who was expected to but didn’t/the national government, charging| Without licenses and are liable to | the b.o. has been hurt by the air nix. | lumbia and the senator's office. Last 
make an anti-radio address. Thej|they were all intent on destroying | heavy fines and imprisonment. Sys- | But they can’t see themselves tying Saturday another broadcast by the 
73-year-old magazine worker, who| individual business, thus in turn,|t€m was nation-wide, according to | the mselves to the stations on a fee | Senator was arranged especially for 
said doctor's orders made this her| destroying the advertising business}an FCC inspector who also an-|for broadcasting basis, There is no | the Northwest and listeners are con- 
last speech, sailed into consumer|and the periodical and newspaper jnounced arrest of two suspects in|particular squawk at the $100 tap | tent to say they heard the lawmaker 
and co-op buying groups, and even! publishing business. New Orleans. demanded by stations if they could | from this state, but no 





satisfied. 
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SMALLER BANDS CONTINUOUSLY RAIDED 
BY BOOKERS TO BOLSTER NAME COMBOS 





7 ’ . 
Squawk That the Diversion of Talent Undoes Long [, A. Musikers Ask Labor 


Work—Outsiders Develop Hoping to Crash Big) Aid to Mediate Disputes 


Time, Only to Be Dismantled and Crippled + ae 
Los Angeles 


Feb. 22. 
By JOHN HURLEY 
asked by the Musicians Mutual Pro- 
itective Association to appoint a 
fry bands as farms for polishing of crash | | committee to work with the Los An- 
later through before the axe falls again | geles municipal government in set- 

Pirating by other, opposish bands \tling labor disputes Move was 
an entirely different matter. Com- | , 
crews, by major booking offices, is} petitive bidding would force men 
to and from bands on old biz stimu- | 
leaders and men Ithough union —— nciple. ats the pressure 
Pes ng ocala - of ‘or else’ dictums from above that} 
does not control this matter now, pill and too tough 
profusion of squawks may bring} 
about some protection for band: 
which under present conditions buck 
added hazards while climbing to 
their spot in the sun. 





Growing practice of using lesser; Bands must just start again hoping 


ror that one chance to 


musicians, vocalists, et al. for 
removal to bigger, more lucrative 


of the musicians 
causing plenty of complaints among 
approved a plan to name a city hall 
board for mediation purposes. 


make it a bitter 
to buck. 
Member contracts mean little or 


= or) Gus C. iit Back To 
noth:ng. Musician agreements with | " 
leaders are treated like European Chi After Setting Deals 


_ | treaties. Gus C. Edwards left N. Y. for 
For the betterment of their prize —— —- ——-—- Chicago Monday night (21) after 


crews, offices are given to scouting . working couple of band deals. He 
J. C. Stein on Sked 


among lesser bands for ace instru- |returns again in about a week 
mentelists and singers with an eye rey . ‘ : nes 
to improving toppers by subtra tions Chicago, Feb. 22. In addition to signing Joe Marsala 

sS lu TS Y suotracting ; - - ‘ anager: 
talent from the defenseless and J. C. Siein, president of Music Cor- | and Dean Hudson | a ee ger 
eager to please There is no re-| POT: ition of Prseris a, is following his tickets, he set CRA’s Rita Rio anc 
“our t ac sce .< | set schedule to the day, and is back | Blue Barron for Warner Bros. shorts 
course but to acquiesce. Offtimes 2 & his m Clyde McCoy for same 
neither single performer nor leader | in Chicago for a week's sojourn after | and his own Clyde McCoy for sé 
have any choice. Personal friend-|@ Visit to the New 


York office. | chore, 
Ships avail naught in face of bosses. | 


Cleaning up several details in the r - 
Radio Plugs 


Spotting of talent such as dancers} home office and entrains back to the | 
(Continued from page 1) 











and singers with a small band for| Coast this week on the Super-Chief. | 
a build-up for polish is another! Stein has scheduled himself for a 
practice. No consideration is given to} monthly trip east from Los Angeles 
the fact that act may mean mak-|/to take in both New York and Chi- 
ing or breaking of a crew of which! cago situations and keep personally 
it has become an important cog. posted with eastern developments. 





ly this angle i: worked, say the com- 
plaining pubs, can easily be af- 








firmed by a perusal of the daily re- 
ports on network performances. 
They add that at Columbia Broad- 
casting System alone three of the 
band leaders have either publishing 
firms of their own or have relatives | 
set up in the business. 

Give-and-take thing also extends 
to the piano players who do the 
grooming and rehearsal of network 
singers. These coaches, who are} 
at the same time on the payroll of 
a publishing house, tell one another 
that if the other fellow will play 
ball and get one of A’s songs on the 
program of B’s singer A will return 
the favor by getting his singer to 
do one of B’s songs. 

Out-of-Town, Too 

In Philadelphia and Boston, pub- 
lishers with main offices in New 
York are confronted with an entire- 
ly different sort of imposition. In 
these two towns, the local leaders 
advice them that if the New York 
pubs want to get their numbers on 
the air they will have to employ 
‘ucal contact men, with the leader 
not only designating the persons to 
be hired but the salaries they ‘should 
receive.’ 

Another element coming within 
the same log-rolling category are 
some of the men who act as h- 
brarians for leaders who control 
several programs. These librarians 
with songwriting proclivities are 
not only able to get their numbers 
published with ease but they are 
in a position to exchange plugs with 
other songwriting bandmen. 

Songwriting maestros, in refuta- 
tion, and particularly the more 
ethical ones, point to the fact that 
songsmith Carmen Lombardo _in- 
variably has to have his songs 
‘started’ on other programs than the 
Lombardo freres. It’s true, of course, 
that Guy and Carmen Lombardo 
own Olman Music Corp., but contra- 
riwise, the bandmen point to Words 
& Music Publishing Co. as an in- 
stance where the logrolling theory 
didn’t work out. 

That combination which includes 
Waring, Whiteman, Denny, Lyman 
and Lombardo (the latter since out) 
found it couldn’t ‘make’ hits, if its 
songs weren't basically there. What's 
more, established writers still went 
to the bigger publishers despite the 
| theory that a W&M _ publication 
‘could, theoretically, insure a strong 
plugfest. 








* WHO ARE WE TO SAY 

» SHADOWS ON THE MOON 
MARIACHIE 

i» GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 


By Sigmund Romberg and Gus Kahn 
From the MGM picture “The Girl of the Golden West” 























nS 
} 








ALWAYS AND ALWAYS 
By Bob Wright, Chet Forrest and Edward Ward 
From the MGM picture 





“Mannequin” 












The Sensational Mexican Waltz S ong 
TI-PI-TIN 


Music and Spanish Lyric by Maria Grever 
English Lyric by Raymond Leveen 





THE ONE T LOVE 
MELODY FARM 


By Gus Kahn, B. Kaper and W. Jurmann 
From the MGM picture “Everybody Sing” 


SWEET SOMEONE 
By Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 


From the 20th-Century Fox picture “Love and Ilisses” 














The Top Novelty Tune 


JOSEPHINE 


By Gus Kahn, Wayne King and Burke Bivens 


1629 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK 
CHESTER COHN, Gen. Prof. Mer. 
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Central Labor Council has been} 


started by Jack B. Tenney, president | 


Mayor Frank L. Shaw has already | 


—=2 





Impositions Pile Up 








Sunday nights by ‘honoring’ 
network programs. 





Music publishers’ contact men are boiling over a new attendance. 
building routine which is being worked by a 52d street spot. Lat- 
ter’s operators seek to overcome the poor business which ma 
some band leader with one or several 


Professional managers are called a couple days 
rather than take a chance on having their absence pointed out to the 
leader, the various firms make sure they have a delegation on hand. 
What the contacteers object to most about this gag is that Sunday’s 
the one night of the week which they’ve been accustomed to spend- 
ing with their families or having to themselves, 


rks 


in advance and 








Music Notes 





Con Conrad-L. Wolfe Gilbert 
number, ‘Colorado Sunset,’ 
|by Colorado State Society of Cali- 
fornia as its official tune 


Frank Loesser writing the title 





Beware!’ 





Irving Berlin has completed ‘Now 
It Can Be Told,’ ‘I’m 


Stick’ for ‘Alexander's 
Band’ at 20th-Fox. 


Ragtime 





trict manager of RCA Victor, now 
general sales supervisor for Ameri- 
can Record Corp. His appointment 
will not affect the status of present 
sales executives, 


numbers for Paramount's ‘St. Louis 
Blues.’ 





Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 
cleffing two ditties to be used by 
Jimmy Durante and George Mur- 
phy in 20th-Fox ‘Little Miss Broad- 
way.’ 





Billy Van Brunt, ivory tickler 
with Dean Hudson's Florida Club- 


Ballroom, has cleffed a new one, 
‘Blue Haze.’ Hudson also bought a 
tune specially penned for him by 
Murray. Devine, (University of New 
Hampshire). Ditty is ‘Miami Dreams.’ 





ABC Standard Music Publications, 
Inc., is now the A B C Music Corp.., 
with Frank Hennigs as production 
manager. Outfit, a subsid of Irving 
Berlin, Inec., is shopping for new 
quarters in New York. 


Marching | which many Philly kids trek regu- 


Along with Time’ and ‘My Walking | 


adopted | 


|NEIGHBORS BUT WON'T 


MIX—PHILLY PROBLEM 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22 
Plans for a huge dance hall on 


Roosevelt Boulevard — Philly-New 


song for Harold Lloyd's ‘Professor, | 
| doned. 


York highway—to house name bands 
in one-nighters have been aban- 
Idea was to take biz from 


| highly-successful Sunnybrook floor 


at Pottstown, 30 miles from here, to 


larly. 
Project was dropped because of 
peculiar aversion of people from one 


| section of the city to mix with those 


J. W. Griffin, former eastern dis- | 


Tito Guizar is writing two rhumba | 


| 


men currently at Boston’s Normandie | 


in another. It was feared by pro- 
moters that Roosevelt Boulevard site 
would attract only patronage from 
that portion of town and no other. 
Neighborhood lines fall, they said, 
when spot is sufficiently out of the 
city, 





Chas. Henderson Cancels 
Robbins’ Managerial Pact 


Hollywood, Feb. 22. 

Robbins’ Artist Bureau has asked 
the State Labor Commission for a 
ruling on percentrge defuuit by 
Charles Henderson, Universal music 
arranger. 

Arranger is charged with can- 
celling a five-year managerial con- 
tract at a possible loss to agency 
over that period of $18,000. Hen- 
derson is drawing $500 weekly at 
the studio. 





Louise Howard and Arthur Jones 


| have cleffed five members for the 


forthcoming legit comedy, ‘Ladies 
and How,’ by Jeron Criswell. Tunes 
are ‘Principal of the Thing,’ ‘Balti- 
more Belle,’ Dynamo Dan,’ ‘Prancin’ 
Around’ and the title song. 



































From RKOQ's 


IRVING BERLIN, 





Here are two songs 
.Both Number One 


The “‘Home on the Range” of This Generation 


THERE’S A GOLDMINE 
IN THE SKY 


By NICK and CHARLES KENNY 
* 


The Greatest Song Since 
“GOODNIGHT, SWEETHEART” 


GOODNIGHT, ANGEL 


“RADIO CITY REVELS” 
Score by MAGIDSON and WRUBEL 

* 

General Professional Manager, HARRY LINK 


Inc., 799 Seventh Ave. 
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“~ MORRIS MUSIC CO.,-- 





ANOTHER NEW HIT/ 


SHACK y: BACK “t.-HILLS 


4y JOE YOUNG ond FRED AHLERT 
1619 B. BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
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Louls Prime's outstanding hit 
at the Famous Door 
YES, THERE AIN’T NO MOONLIGHT 
($O WHAT!) 
By Jerome Gofttier, Louis Prima 
and Archie Gottler 


No. | hit on all hit sheets 
YOU'RE A SWEETHEART 
By McHugh and Adamson 


From the New Universal Production 
“YOU'RE A SWEETHEART" 


SPECIALS 


SON G 
The sensational "Onyx Club” hit 
IT'S WONDERFUL 


By Stuff Smith end Mitchell Perish 


SEVENTH AVENUE 


799 


= 
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Deanna Durbin's newest song hi 
From the New Universal Production 
* MAD ABOUT MUSIC" 


A SERENADE TO THE STARS 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


“SALLY, IRENE AND MARY" 





From the 20th Century-Fox Production 


SWEET AS A SONG 


Gorden and Revel's latest and greatest 

















For the Irving Berlin filmusical, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ currently 
production at 20th Century-Fox, besides the title song the following 
numbers will be used, not as incidental, background music, but with vocal 
choruses throughout: ‘Ragtime Violin,’ ‘International Rag,’ ‘Everybody’s 
Doing’ It,’ ‘In My Harem,’ ‘When the Midnight Choo-Choo Leaves for 
Alabam,’ ‘This Is the Life,’ ‘It’s Your Country and My Country,’ ‘In the 
| YMCA,’ ‘We're on the Way to France,’ ‘Oh How I Hate to Get Up in the 
| Morning,’ ‘Say It With Music,’ ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody,’ ‘Crinoline 
Days,’ ‘Some Sunny Day,’ ‘Blue Skies,’ ‘Everybody Step,’ ‘What’ll I Do,’ 
‘Pack Up Your Sins and Go to the Devil,’ ‘Remember,’ ‘Heat Wave,’ 
‘Easter Parade,’ ‘All Alone’; swing arrangements of ‘Top Hat,’ ‘Follow the 
Fleet’ and ‘On the Avenue,’ plus three original songs, ‘Now It Can Be 
| Told,” ‘My Walking Stick’ and ‘I’m Marching Along With Time.’ 

This cavalcade of Berliniana isn’t the film biog of Berlin’s life, the story 
| being dissimilar from the composer’s career, but the parade of hits, down 
the years blends with the plot’s motivation. 


In 








Controversy between the Songwriters’ Protective Association and music 
publishers is slated to come back to life next week when Samuel Jesse 
| Buzzell, counsel for Mills Music, Inec., returns from a Florida vacation. 
| Lawyers for various publishing firms will meet with Buzzell to discuss 
|how the SPA’s case against Mills is to be presented. Questions of strategy 
will include deciding whether to force the action to trial or enter a motion 
| for dismissal. 

Test suit brought by the SPA against Mills seeks to have the court 
adjudicate the association’s claim to the control of all but the publishing 
and small performing rights in the works of its members. The defense 
| is being co-financed by the Music Publishers Protective Association. 

RCA-Victor has prepared a number of window streamers to tie-in its 
| phonograph recordings with the pictures in which the songs are being 
| featured. Window stickers feature tunes from ‘Goldwyn Follies,’ ‘Radio 
City Revels and ‘The Big Broadcast of 1938.’ 

Reciprocal arrangements among film exhibitors and music stores are 
| being suggested by RCA-Victor advertising department. Mutual plug plans 
advised include that of installing phonographs and radios in film lobbies 
| for purpose of unreeling feature airs, in return for free window publicity 
by the record outlets 

Georgia 
any 


legislature adjourned sine die the past week without taking 
on measure which the American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers regarded as primarily designed to curb ASCAP’s 
operations that state. Bill sought to restrict the 
of the Society’s licensing fees. 


acv.lon a 


in amount and extent 


Larry Spier and Exclusive pub firms are embroiled in ancther title 
battle a la their feud last summer over ‘Big Apple’ tune when Spier was 
with Crawford. Latter has just published ‘Drop a Nickel in the Slot’ by 
Joe Young, while Exclusive already has number of same label on stands. 

Trend towards waltz music is reported by New York dance bands, esne- 
cially those appealing to socialite set. Maestros report : 

| Viennese waltz tunes even from younger folks. Maestros 
view it as a reaction from the Big Apple. 


requests for 
are inclined to 


| Exit of Lathrop Mack from Music Corp. of America is laid to old tussle 
| between Bill Goodheart, v-p, and Willard Alexander, both of whom were 
| jockeying for spot in one-niter department for respective pals. Goodheart 
| succeeded with Mack, but pressure finally foreed latter out with Harry 
| Moss succeeding. Leonard Vanerson, Alexander’s former fave, now han- 
| dling Benny Goodman’s business after a short stay with MCA’s club de- 
partment. Traces back to Alexander's band maestroing days when he left 
Vanersun in front of crew he exited to take MCA booking spot. 
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low union dues of $10 a year the tax | 
is a necessity tq pay strike benefits, | 
pickets, ete. 





MUSIC FROM MILLER 


Thanks For Helping Us Make Another Hit 


“More Than Ever” 


By Bud Green and Isham Jones 


A Swell Rhythm Tune 


“What Are You Doing the Rest of Your Life” 


By Charles and Henry H. Tobias 


The Big Song In Billy Rose’s Casa Manana Production 
“Let’s Play Fair” 


“The Sun Will Shine Tonight” 


Words by Billy Rose and Ted Fetter—Music by’ Ned Lahac 


A New Coast Hit—Growing Stronger 


“Don't Cry, Sweetheart, Don’t Cry” 
By Ted Fiorito, Albert Von Tilzer, Harry Tobias 


Europe’s New Rumba Sensation 


“Mammy Bong” 


By Bud Green and Jose Norman 


Watch This One—The World Will Soon Be Singing and 
Playing 


“Bewildered” 


By Leonard Whitcup and Teddy Powell 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 
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CONCERTS—DANCE TOURS 








Concert grosses in New York took 
a healthy bound upward last week, 
climaxed by the thumping $18,000 
house Sunday night (20) at Carnegie 
Hall for the American Guild of Mu- 
<ical Artists benefit. 
~ Metropolitan Opera Co. had one of 
its heftiest weeks so far this sea- 
son, While the 
phony also did well. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Metropolitan Opera Co., 
era House (3,580; $7) (12th 
eight performances, including Wed- 
nesday afternoon. (16) benefit, Sat- 
urday evening (19) at $4.50 top; also 
Sunday evening (20) opera concert 
at $2 top. One of the best weeks so 
far, estimated walloping $71,000; big 
houses were pulled by ‘Carmen,’ with 
Jan Kiepura; ‘Die Walkuere’ and 
‘Lohengrin,’ with Kirsten Flagstad 
and Lauritz Melchior, and ‘La Bo- 
heme,’ with Grace Moore and Kie- 
pura; benefit ‘Rigoletto,’ with Lily 
Pons, Kiepura and Lawrence Tibbett 
also a smash, but the management 
gets a straight fee on that; Kiepura 


has turned out to be the surprise 
of the season, being a click at the 
b.o. and with the critics. 


Philharmonic - Symph, Carnegie 


Hall (2,760) (18th week), Thursday 
evening (17) ($3), Friday afternoon 
(18) ($3), Sunday afternoon (20) 


($2): conductor, John Barbirolli; so- 
loists, Jascha Heifetz, Joseph Schus- 


ter. Capacity biz at the Thursday 
and Friday dates, fairly good at- 
tendance Sunday; estimated $12,800 


for the three concerts. 


Albert Spalding, Harold Bauer, 
Gasper Cassado, Town Hall (1,498; 
$3). Wednesday evening (16). Joint 


recital by the fiddle - piano -cello 
combo drew an estimated $2,600, 
good; one of the Town Hall endow- 
ment subscription series. 

AGMA Concert, Carnegie Hall 
(2.760: $15-$2), Sunday evening (20). 
Capacity biz for an approximate 
gross of $18,000 (tax exempt), and 
a net profit of around $12,000 to 
$14.000; final figures are not yet avail- 
able. Outstanding members of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
appeared. 


Pop Opera for Coast 
Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Larry Walden has been appointed 
general manager of the California 
Opera Co., which will offer a series 
of popular-priced programs at 
Shrine auditorium here _ starting 
March 10, with music by the Cali- 
fernia Symphony. 

He succeeds Boris Gorin, resigned. 





EBXCLUSIVE 


LEADS THE FIELD 


With 
A TRIPLE TRIUMPH 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


1619 Broadway * New York City 
Sold Selling Agent: Mills Music, inc 
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, Kolar’s Jinx 
Detroit, Feb. 22. 
Victor Kolar, co-conductor of || 
Detroit Symph, refuses to defy 
a ‘jinx’ on Tschaikowsky’s Sixth 
Symphony (The Pathetique’), 
so Olga Fricker’s dance revue 
with Detroit Symph pop con- 
cert Feb. 26 will be accom- 
| 





panied by Tschaikowsky Fifth 
Symphony, Dance _ instructor 
had been putting her dancers 
through paces with ‘Pathetique’ 
as accompaniment, but Kolar 


forced the change when he 
learned of it. 
Kolar’s superstitution over 


‘Pathetique’ began 25 years ago, 
when two days after he con- 
ducted it two of his close 
friends died. Other deaths fol- 
lowed immediately after he di- 
rected piece. Several years ago 
he decided he’d never direct it 
again, 














GUILD SHOP AT 
MET OPERA CO. 





Metropolitan Opera Co. is prepar- 
ing to sign an agreement with the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 

Although neither group would dis- 
cuss the matter officially, it was 
learned unofficially Monday (21) at 
the Met Opera House, N. Y., that a 
tentative deal had been reached, 
pending the settlement of one or two 
minor points. Management and the 
Guild have been negotiating for only 
a couple of weeks, and up to the last 
few days the discussions were under- 
stood to be making no progress. 

As outlined in preliminary verbal 


agreements, the deal would cover 
recognition, Guild-shop (with the 


exception of a few Met artists), con- 
tinued negotiation of the disputed 


ing points to arbitration. Understood 
the agreement would also exclude 
existing contracts between the man- 


agement and individual artists. How- 
ever, such exception would not 


cover renewal of any such pacts, it 
is thought. 





Busse Joins Consolidated 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Henry Busse orchestra has signa- 
tured for complete booking repre- 
sentation by the Consolidated Radio 
Artists firm. This takes in niteries, 
ballrooms, radio, pictures, etc. 

Deal with CRA ends a long asso- 
ciation for Busse with the Music 
Corporation of America. 

Contract was negotiated here Jast 
week by Sam Lutz, personal man- 
ager for Busse, and Charles Green, | 
prexy of CRA. 





Carnegie Hali Bookings 


MARCH 
March 1—Oratorio Society of N. Y. 
March 3—Philharmenic-Symphony. 








Aft., March 4—Philharmonic-Ss mphony. 

Eve., March 4—NBC Symph. Orch., Ar- 
turo Toscanini, “Conductor, 

Aft., March S8—Nitional Orch. Assn. 

Kve., March %—Phibharmonic-Symphony, 

Aft., March 6—Philharmonic-Symphony, 

Eve., March 6—Jooss Ballet. 

Eve., March 7—Memurial Services for late 
Pres. Masaryk of Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Eve., March 8—Philadeiphia Orchestra. 

Eve., March %—Philharmonic-Syimphony. 

Eve., March 10—Boston Symy a 

Aft., March 11—Philharmonic-Syvn ny 

Morn., March 12—Phi rmor ( fe 
Your People 

Aft... March 12—Boston Symph. Orch. | 

Aft., Mareh 13—Philharmor “ hony. | 

Eve, MareOi 15—N, Y V sy h 

Inve March 16—Artur ! } t 

Eve March 14 I lharu hor 

A M h 1% Philharmor ny 

live March 19—(% rt 
In ! i I 
™m VV i 

Aft Marcel O-t har I 

Key March w1 ‘ 4 

ive M: Ll ae } ‘ ‘ 

live March 2 _ i ¥ 

Eve., March 24—Philt | 

Aft March 2 tr i ' I i 

Eve Mareh 2 F e ire ( | 

\f March wt ) 4 | 

Five Mareh 26—Pr ' | 

Aft Ma hw I h _ nh 

Eve M h 2S ’ 

I € March wo Ss ‘ h & UF 
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re (4% 
Eve M: i o t 
eve M 
a ' 
Harry Russell's cocktailers signed 
with CRA. Current at Rooseve!t 
hotel, Pittsburgh. } 
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Guild’s $18,000 Benefit, Met’s $71,000 Sw-ters on hes ve. 
Help N. Y. Concert Biz Go Fortissimo 


Salzburg Opera Guild, whicl 
toured the U. S. this season and hao | 
planned to return next season, wil 
not do so, it is reported. Troupe drev. 
favorable reviews, but business wa: 
generally unprofitable, 


Understood a contributing cause 


was complications with stagehand 
unions. In several spots troupe ran 


into blacklisted houses and perform- 
ances had to be skipped. Since the 
company was not getting by anyway, 
those open dates annihilated the 
ledger. 

Guild was one of the season’s im- 
portations of Sol Hurok. 


1 MAN, 1 JOB 
RULE BEFORE 
COURT 


restrain the New 
union from énforc- 
one-man-one-job resolution 
comes up before Part I, 
Term, in the N. Y. Supreme Court | 
this morning (Wednesday). Group 
behind the fight on this referendum. 
which was passed by a vote of 2,780 
to 1,964, obtained permission fr m | 
both the local and the American 
Federation of Musicians to test the 
validity of the resolution. Under the 
AFM bylaws such resort is permit- | 
ted if all means in the local union | 
and the International have been ex- 
hausted. 


Litigation to 
York musicians 


Special 


Resolution in dispute provides that | 
a musician earning $54 or more on 
a job may not take another assign- 
ment. Exception are name _ bands, 
but these must get an okay from 
the executive board of Local 802 and 
agree to pay for the required stand- 
bys. While 802’s officials have taken 
an on-the-face attitude toward the 
resolution, the AFM’s_ executive 
board has on appeal refused to stop 


the resolution from going into effect. | 





‘Gallo to Bring Back 


‘Clause 12’ and submission of remain- | 


Summer Opera To 


L’vule After 12 Yrs.’ 





Louisville, Feb. 22. 
Deal closed last week between 
Fortune Gallo and John Hoagland, 








trade relations manager for the 
Courier-Journal and Times, for a 
four-week season of summer opera 
to be given in one of the city’s parks. 
Gallo will furnish entire company. 
Repertoire will be standard operettas 
and musicals and marks first time 
since 1926 that summer opera will be 
presented here. 

Meetings are scheduled with city 
fathers within the next two weeks | 
to work out details, and to ascertain | 
to what extent city can cooperate. | 





1It is expected that the Park Board 


will donate use of one of the town’s 
parks, and provide an outdoor stage 
dressing rooms and seats. Setup will 
be patterned after Gallo’s Jones’ | 
Beach, N. Y., opera venture. Ideas 
have also been borrowed from the | 
St. Louis Municipal Opera. 

Newspapers will underwrite the | 
financial end, and will probably en- | 
list cooperation of local guarantors. 
Newspapers are promoting opera | 
venture in hopes of stimulating trade 
generally, and bringing visitors to | 
the city from the surrounding ter- | 
ritory, who has been trekking to 
other metropolis for the entertain- 
ment. 


Tentative plans for an open air am- 
phitheatre to seat 3,500, with pro- 
| vision for an enlarged seat ca- 
pacity should patronage 
Prices will range from $1.90 tup 
and performances are set a x 
week, tentatively. A concert on Su 
day evenings, enlisting the service 
| of orchestra and soloists, is another 
| phas of the project being consid- 
ered 

Feather of London Here 

Leonard Feather of Decca’s Lor 
don office-arrived Y. Feb. 17 
and will remaiu in U. S. for 
weeks traveling between Ch zg 
| Hollywood and N., Y. 

In charge of the comp: inn} pol 

recordings, he will shop around 


here on combo biz and pleasure 


before returning to London. } 
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McKINLEY MUSIC CO. 


and 


HELF & HAGER CO. 


Announce to the Music Industry 
the Change of Ownership and 
Name to 


LARRY 
SPIER 


INC. 


Music Publishers 


* Over 800 Valuable 
Copyrights Including Such 
OLD-TIME FAVORITES as 


I'M TYING THE LEAVES SO THEY WON'T COME DOWN 


WHEN YOU KNOW YOU'RE NOT FORGOTTEN BY THE GIRL 
YOU CAN’T FORGET 


EVERYBODY WORKS BUT FATHER 
OH, FOR THE LIFE OF A FIREMAN! 


EVERY LITTLE BIT ADDED TO WHAT YOU'VE GOT MAKES 
JUST A LITTLE BIT MORE! 


WHEN THE WHIP-POOR-WILL SINGS MARGUERITE 


CAPTAIN BABY BUNTING OF THE ROCKING HORSE BRI- 
GADE 


WHEN IT’S MOONLIGHT, DARLING, 
GRAPE ARBOR SHADE 


PICKANINNY BLUES 


WHEN A BOY FROM OLD NEW HAMPSHIRE LOVES A GIRL 
FROM TENNESSEE 


'D RATHER BE A LITTLE BIT TOO SOON THAN JUST A 
LITTLE BIT TOO LATE 


AIN’T YOU COMIN’ BACK TO OLD NEW HAMPSHIRE, MOLLY? 
WHO'S DAT KNOCKIN’ AT MY DO’? 
And OTHERS OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE Including 


the Original LEW DOCKSTADER Minstrel Songs 


¥ CURRENT CATALOGUE 


OF POPULAR NUMBERS 


LeT's SAIL TO DREAMLAND 


"NEATH THE OLD 





AMERICA’S NEW BALLAD HIT 





* LOST IN THE SHUFFLE 

* WHEN THE HEATHER IS IN BLOOM 
* THIS TIME IT’S REAL 

* NUTTY NURSERY RHYMES 


‘DROP A NICKEL in the SLOT 


A SENSATIONAL NOVELTY 


LARRY SPIER 


INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 


CHICACO 








DETROIT LOS ANGELES 
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VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 
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Nitery Reviews 
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Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Jack Waldron, Lillian Fitzgerald 
and Cookie Williams, Jean Scott, 
Edith Roark, Lai Foun Troupe, Geor- 
gia Sothern, Mildred Fenton, Lane, 
Tree and Edwards, Leu Martin and 
Clarence Easter orchs. 

With Eddie Davis’ vacationing, 
Leon Enken has assembled a bright 
variety show to fill the gap. Jack 
Waldron m.c.’s in Davis’ spot and 
the lineup makes for a fast 40-minute 
show. 

Outstanders are 


Mildred Fenton 


(New Acts) and Lane, Tree and Ed- 
wards, the latter a clever trio of 
zanies who have been around for 
some time, and who’ve been con-| 
stantly improving Their material | 


is brighter and fresher, and they 
stand up well. 

Lai Foun 
acrobats and jugglers is another 
highlight. They do all the standard 
contortive bends and twists, plate- 
juggling, etc., and crowd lots of nov- 
elty and pace into their stint. 


For the rest, it’s so much 
d’ouvres. Edith Roark has been 
around with her songs; Georgia 


Sothern, ‘exotic dancer,’ is a Minsky 
refugee, with a frank bump-and- 
grind routine; Lillian Fitzgerald and 
Cookie Williams, sepia song and 





| periods . 

Jelesnik’s contract. which was for 

leight weeks, recently was renewe 1 | 
for a similar term Guss 


| 
| 


Troupe (5) of Chinese 


| 
hors | 


He’s the band’s arrangement-maker, 
too. - 

Miss Daniels’ pipes are good. Ar- | 
thur Weiner is socko at piano, being | 


| spotted during intermission for fea- | 
| tured solos. » | 
Tall, personable Lendell Seacat 


| has a soft baritone and teams effect- 
lively with Miss Daniels. 

| Skin-beater Rudy Van Gelter and 
| Milt Fried, sax, are featured in com- 
ledy numbers, while Sid Mindell, 
trumpeter, and Aaron Mollot, groan 
box artist, get a chance during rest 


CHEZ PAREE 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Feb. 20 
Harrison and Fisher, Lou Holtz, 
Henry Busse, Cherry and June 
Preisser, Dorothy Colin, Duke Mc- 
Hale. 


This is one of the Chez’s poorer 
shows. In the five-act layout only 
one comes through with any genuine 
entertainment—Harrison and Fisher, 
with their ballroom interpretations. 
Could stay on all night, as far as 
the customers are concerned 

Other headliner is Lou Holtz, back | 


again after a recent appearance here. 





dance team, and Jean Scott, dancer, 
round it out. Lou Martin dispenses | 
the dansapation, and Clarence Easter | 
with a Harlem swing combo, is 4a| 
strong filler-inner. 

Considering the 
this is a swell buy. 
still packs a touch of that yester- 
year prohibition-time naughtiness, 
and by now Leon & Eddie's is a bit 
of a national institution. 

From the trade angle, Leon & Ed- 
die’s is keeping abreast with the 
times although its fixed nut of $10,000 
to $11,000 necessitates a consistent 
business, or else. Mounting labor 
costs, of course, are some things that 
have been bothering many another 
nitery, as well as L&E’s. 

The episode at the downtown El 
Chico, in Greenwich Village, where 
the electricians’ union is demanding 
$75 to operate a permanent spotlight, 
typifies what haunts the cafe ops 
around town. A baby spot that used 
to be worked by the boss or a busboy 
now requires a $75-a-week union 
man. That's but a sample of how 
the sundry other unions are stepping 
in, with result that the cafe man- 
agers are of a mind to fold up rather 
than break their backs to support a 
$10.000 weekly headache. And, they 
argue, if they fold, where does union 
labor benefit? Abel. 


TULANE ROOM 


(JUNG HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS) 
New Orleans, Feb. 20. 

Vincent Lopez, Johnny Morris, 
Fred Lowen, Betty Jane, John 
Howard, 

First nighters jammed new Tu- 
lane Room, Thursday night (17), to 
hear Vincent Lopez and his band. 
Business proving it wasn’t a mistake 
to meet the big nut. Added treat 
was provided at opening by surprise 
appearance of Cary Grant, here for 
brief visit. 

Lopez is old favorite here, having 
appeared at Suburban Gardens in 
1950. Entire floor show composed of 
acts from band, opened by Johnny 


$2 table d’hote, 
The atmosphere | 





He has nothing particularly good, | 
doing his m.c.’ing in a slovenly man- | 
ner. At show caught he forgot what 
acts were on the bill and had to be | 
prompted by Henry Busse. 

As in his previous appearance } 
here, banks heavily on panse stuff, | 
but in the one big sequence with 
Busse, the band leader holds the 
trump cards and gets the best laughs. 

Cherry and June Preisser have 
appearance, but don’t rate here for 


anything solid in their dance and 
acrobatic work. The blonde con- 


tinues to try to be a singer, which 
she isn’t, and is especially on the 
wrong street as a scat warbler. She 
should stick to front-over flip-flop- 
ping, which she does well enough. 
Duke McHale is a personable hoof- 
er with plenty of exuberance. Doro- 
thy Colin is a nice looking vocalist | 
with fair arrangements and simple 
tonsils. Gold. 


NEGRO ASSEMBLYMAN’S 
‘EQUAL RIGHTS’ BILL 


Albany, Feb. 22. 

Places of amusement, resorts, night 
clubs, restaurants, ete., which are 
required to obtain license as a con- 
dition for their operation, would 
have their permits suspended or re- 
voked if they were found guilty of | 
discriminating against any person or 
persons in the matter of equal ac- 
commodations, under the terms of a 
bill introduced by Assemblyman | 
William T. Andrews, Harlem Demo- | 
crat. The measure, one of a series 
drafted to carry out recommenda- | 
tions of a legislative committee | 
which investigated the conditions of 
urban Negroes in New York state, 
has plenty of teeth for its enforce- 
ment. 

A new section is added to the civil 








| 
| 
| 
| 





Morris in rapid-fire drumming and 








rights law stating the policy to be 





singing stunt that starts it off with a 
bang. Then, Fred Lowerr, who 
whistles classical and tunes, scoring 
big when he trills ‘Poet and Peasant’ 
overture. 

Blonde Betty Jane trucks onto the 
floor and up to the mike to sing two 
tunes in hotcha manner that the 
men like and the women envy. She 
is called back for several encores. 
Lopez contributes good piano ar- 
rangement of ‘Smoke Gets in My 
Eves.’ 

Show is closed by the singing- 
mimic, John Howard, Best imita- 
tions, which get the palm, are of 
Louis Armstrong and Lionel Barry- 
more. In his windup he. turns 
preacher and makes a congregation 
out of his audience. Has them keep- 
ing time to his ‘Hallelujahs.’ 

Liuzza. 
HOTEL UTAH 
(SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake City, Feb. 20. 

Eugene Jelesnik Orch., Dick Mar- 
ter, Lendell Seacat, Dorothy Daniels, 
Arthur Weiner. 

To cope with rule against dancing 
on Sunday in Salt Lake City—mecca 
of the Mormon religion—Guy 
Toombes, hostelry manager, im- 
ported Eugene Jelesnik’s band and 
entertainers, who are responsible 
for a healthy uplift of dinner tariff 
during the week. Trump card of 
Toombes’ plan is free Sunday after- 
noon concert by band in lobby of 
hotel. Orchestra plays for dancing 
Thursday, Friday and_ Saturday 
nights. Other nights only for eve- 
ning diners. 

Jelesnik’s outfit, composed of eight 
men and a lush femme _ warbler, 
Dorothy Daniels. KSL, local CBS 
affiliate. airs band thrice weekly for 
half-hour stints. 


Jelesnik, whose physical makeup | 
resembles Rubinoff, is an ace sales- 


man with his valuable squeaker. 


followed in equal rights and outlin- 
ing specific steps for the suspension 
or revocation of licenses of estab- 
lishments which violate it. Equal 
rights are made a condition for the 
granting of such licenses. 

Assemblyman Andrews is a Negro. 
A companion bill is now 
senate committee. 


before a 


2 Philly Booker Groups 
Terminate Rift, Merge 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
After years of swinging a toma- 


Bookers Assn. and_ Contractors’ 
Assn. have decided to merge mem- 


berships, to be known as The- 
atrical Managers Assn. of Fastern 
Pennsylvania. Final terms will be 
decided Thursday (24). Merger 
backed by United Entertainers 
Assn. organization of local nitecy 
performers. 

Contractors and Licensed Book- 


ers were one until latter broke 
away after disagreements. Florence 
Bernard, new prez of the Contrac- 
tors, who was largely responsible 
for the get-togéther, is expected to 
j continue as head of the new group. 


a 


LYNCH, PHILLY, SNAGGED 
Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
Failure of the State Liquor Con- 
| trol Board to grant him a license 
| because of past sins, is preventing 
| Jack Lynch from __— taking 
| skedded operation of Walton 
| Roof nitery. 
Deal with the 
| completed, 





over 


Hotel 


hotel had 


been 


jat the 
1 ou 


hawk at each other, reps of Licensed | 








Am on the Cutting 
Room Floor; Also 


Ends Personal App at the b.o. for flesh, Nixon's Grand | 


Ray Janis, the only amateur of the 
Strand building, N. Y. 
get into pictures, and also skedded 


to be the only one to do a p.a. with | 


a film, turned out to be just another 
tyro when film editors got through 
with him. 

Bit in ‘Everybody Sing,’ which he 
played with Radio Rogues while in 
Hollywood, brought him a p.a. date 

Traco theatre, Tom's River, 
Feb. 19. Janis got there early, 
with a party of friends, to watch 
unreeling and found he had been cut 
from the film aud consequently from 
the p.a. also. 


MAE WEST UNIT SET 
FOR 4 WEEKS OF P.A.’S 


Mae West treks eastward this | 
week for four personal appear- | 
ances in the midwest, opening Fri- | 
day (25) at the RKO Palace, Chi-| 


cago, following week at the Palace, | 
Cleveland, March 11 at the Palace, 
Columbus, and March 18 at Fox, St. 
Louis. 


Four acts will tour with her, in 
the form of a unit. Moore and 
Revel, Jack Powell, Juanita and 


Her Champions, roller skating 
and Al Norman, dancer, are the | 
turns set. Vocal male quintet un- | 
der Milton Watson will background. 

Deal is percentage against a guar- | 
antee. 


© 15 YEARS AGO e || 
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Minskys dropped $50,000 on er 
first uptown venture, the Park Cir- | 


icle, at 59th street. 





Paul Whiteman did $29,460 on 
the first we2k in a fortnight tour of 
New England one-niters. 


Cosmopolitan signed a seven-year 


releasing agreement with Goldwyn. | 


Split from Paramount. 
Emile Boreo (billed without the 
final e on Emile) tried it at the 


Palace after an earlier showing in 
a small house under another name. 


Not a very auspicious start, though | payable here. 


coached by Gus Edwards. 


variety to! 


; private 


j night. 
will 
{ week, 














Philly Theatre Quits 


Games; Vaude Returns 
Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
Games and gimmicks are no subs 


theatre has learned after four weeks 
|of unprofitable experimenting during 
| which stage shows were eliminated. 
House returns to va de this Friday. 

First sub for live entertainment 
at the vaudfilmer was bingo six 
nights a week. Management offered 
| $2,500 a week in prize money. This 
!lasted for two weeks. Nex: step was 
bingo six nights with a double-fea- 
ture. Then last week house brought 
in ‘Damaged Goods,’ film dramatiz- 
ing effects of venereal diseases. It 
ballied the film by offering a free 
Wasserman test each night on the 
stage to any volunteer from the au- 
Hundred cuffo coupons for 
tests at nearby hospitals 
also offered in the lobby each 

With return of flesh, house 
continue bingo three nights a 


| 


dience 


were 


Sally Rand Wii Show 
At NVA Benefit; AFA 
Libel Talk Continues 
sana Vaclo iting ot het Seale 


to appear at their benefit at the 
Alvin, N. Y., Feb. 27, despite alleged 


Federation of Actors, and impending 
battle of the two vaude organiza- 
tions. 

NVA is intent on going ahead with 
a libel suit immediately after the 
benefit unless the AFA repudiates a 
letter Harold Koenigsberg of AFA 
wrote Miss Rand when she asked 
permission. Missive allegedly con- 
tains libelous references to NVA. 

At AFA headquarters, Ralph 
Whitehead, president, denied knowl- 
edge of communication from NVA, 
lor knowledge of the letter which 
caused the fracas. Latter would 
make no statement until he gets to 
information on his desk, cluttered 
since his return from Florida early 
| this week. 

Davenport, Ia., Feb. 22. 

Sally Rand, through local attor- 
neys, has filed suit in district court 
| here against Ivan Boyd and N. O. 
'O'Neill, Dubuque promoters, for 
, $350 claimed due on a demand note 
She appeared here 


Edwards | Sept. 20, 1937, with her orchestra 


kept on and developed him into a|in a dance hall leased by Boyd and 


hit. 


Marga Waldron given the bird at 
the Riverside. Customers did not 
like her florid style in her opening 
voice number and were frank to tell 
her so. Her dancing went over 
nicely, once she got down to that. 


George Kelly’s one acter, ‘The 
|Show Off’ at the Colonial, N. Y. 
| Not yet elaborated into a full show. 





e 
| Van and Schenck making their 
| first Chicago showing in some time 


| and mopping up on an excepticnal | 


| bill at the Palace. 

| William Faversham topped the 
show at the Orpheum, Frisco, but 
the honors went to Jack Osterman. 


|; Suing for divorce, Mrs. Arthur 
| Horwitz told the court her husband 
got as high as 25% commission for 
booking acts. 


| Latest figures gave $1,550,000 as 
the Schubert’s losses on their vaude 
| flyer. 


Kansas City adopted an ordinance 


to prevent amateurs from using the | 


,air to the disturbance of program 
recontion. Bill stated that radio was 
too important to be sacrificed. 


American composers going after 
French royalties through the French 
Society of Authors, Composers and 
Publishers. 


Palace, N. Y., limited acts to two | 
limit to the} 
Applied only to 
lifting the curtain on the full stage. | 


curtain calls, but no 
number of bows. 


| Being overdone. 


Eddie Darling succeeded George 
Gottlieb as booker for the N. Y. Pal- 
ace. 
Orpheum office. 


ice carnival 
Ancient institution 


Montreal 
the bad. 
| weakening, 


Was 





, Equity forcing amateurs in stock 
companies to take out memberships. 


Had been booked through the | 


$20,000 to | 


| O'Neill. The attraction failed to 
idraw and the promoters had only 

$200 cash to settle so they gave 
| that and a $350 note payable on 
| demand to square the fanner’s bill. 


The suit is due for hearing next 
month, 
Her attorneys state that if de- 


fendants claim her services weren't 
| worth $550, she is willing to stage 
| the same dance to convince the 
| court of the justice of her claim. 
|The lawyers said failure to bally- 
hoo her appearance accounted for 
| lack of customers. 





| 


FIVE IN ST. LOUIS FINED 
$2,400 FOR LEWD SHOW 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

Two femme entertainers, the acting 
manager and two bartenders of Skip- 
per’s Inn, a popular riverfront nitery 
were fined $2.400 by police court 
| Judge James F. Nangle last week fol- 
lowing a pinch by rookie cops and 
and policewomen. e 

Femmes, Ann Richardson and 
Mary Callander, were each socked 
$300 for presenting lewd perform- 
ances, ~Henry Seals, acting manager, 
was fined $300 for permitting the 
women to perform and another $300 
|for selling liquor after closing 
hours. Similar fines were assessed 
against the barkeeps, Joseph Kelly 
and William Overbeck. Charges 
against two other were dismissed. 


Kyser, West Demands 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 

Kay Kyser, approached by Stanley 
| for a week’s stage engagement in 
| April, named $8,000 as his price, at 
| which management of WB deluxer 
| immediately lost interest. Less than 
| two years ago, right after Kyser’s 
; run at William Penn hotel here, spot 
could have had him at one-third that 
| figure, 
| House also said to be in the mar- 
| ket for Mae West personal but un- 
j somene to meet her demands for 50- 
90 split from first dollar. 


Wednesday, February 23, 
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Move to Reopen The 
Mastbaum, Philly, 


Dies Before Staris 


Philadelphia, Feb. 29. 
Bros. 


week 
permission Musicians 


Warner 
asked 
Union to move house band from the 
Earle theatre to the Mast- 
Tooters 


circuit last 
from 


closed 
baum, and increase its size. 
called special meeting yesterday 
(Monday) to consider the proposi- 
tion, but just before it was to start 
Warners called to cancel their re. 
quest as whole idea of reopening the 
Mastbaum was dropped. 

Understood the circuit’s plan was 
to move vaude from the Earle to the 
Mastbaum and make Earle straight 


film. With name bands and other 
big attractions, Earle has recently 
been turning ‘em away WB fig- 


gered on catching this excess at the 
Mastbaum. Latter seats almost 5,- 
000, while Earle capacity is 3,000. 

Ted Schlanger, local WB chief- 
tain, looking for practically any plan 
to light the white pachyderm Mast- 
baum, which, it is reported, costs 
as high as $8000 a week to keep 
closed. Moving Earle shows to the 
Mastbaum, however, considered 
hardly a profitable move, as Earle 
is in particularly strategic spot to 
catch peasant bus trade from South 
Jersey. 


RADIO ATTACK SHUTS 
PITT GAMBLING NITERY 


Pittsburgh, Feb, 22 

Recent blast by Lee Sellars in his 
Sunday ‘Town Talk’ program over 
KQV resulted Friday (18) night in a 
police raid on town’s swankiest gam- 
bling casino, White Mansions. Sel- 
lars, who has been scaring up plenty 
of dirt and making life pretty uneasy 
for politicians, rapped county gov- 
ernment for its failure to close up 
spots of that sort and in particular 
singled out White Mansions by 
name. 

Result was that spot immediately 
closed for couple of weeks, operators 
choosing to wait until after they fig- 
ured expose had died down. Friday 
was the White Mansions’ first night 
open since Sellars’ blast. A couple 
of hours after lights went on liquor 
inspectors and state police descend- 
ed and arrested George Seegan, who 
said he was the sole proprietor. 

White Mansions opened on the 
outskirts couple of years ago and 
has been a mecca for the show 
crowd since then. Until midwinter, 
spot used a band and couple of 
nitery performers but dropped en- 
tertainment short while back. 





Dance Cavalcade Quits 
After Try at Cincy Hotel 


Cavalcade of Dancers’ idea, which 
Ralph Hitz was trying out at the 
Netherlands-Plaza, Cincinnati, folded 
there and will not open Sunday (27) 
at the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., as 
originally intended. 

Instead, Jimmy Dorsey comes in 
with his band, per schedule, succeed- 
ing Glen Gray’s Casa Loma combo. 
Ice show holds over. 


Miami House: Str. Pix 


Cinema Casino theatre, Miami 
Beach, Fla., has dropped its combo 
vaudfilm policy. In order to offset 
limited draw, due to inability to 
book first-run films, house had been 
using four or five acts weekly. 

Beginning last Friday (18) 
went for dual film fare. 


Adelphia’s Lineup 

Gary Leon and Marcia Mace, Jack 
Wynn and Co., 8o0b Roltner, Beverly 
Kirk and the Four Vespers set in 
the new show opening tonight 
(Wednesday) at the Adelphia hotel, 
Philadelphia. 

Latter act is a holdover from the 
preceding show, as is the Joe 
Frasetto orchestra. Harry Kilby 
booked. 


spot 


WALLACE- PULLMAN PEACE 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Joe Wallace, vaude and nitery m 
c., settled damage suit against the 
Pullman company for $2,000. 
Wallace fractured an elbow 0 





train a couple of years ago. 
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The Hollywood Seen as Dance Hall 





of the largest Broadway nit- | 
eries, the Paradise, has petitioned | 
the N. Y. federal court for permis- | 
<ion to reorganize under 77B of the | 
Bankruptcy Act. Less than a month 
ago one of its rivals, the Hollywood, 
also filed a similar petition. Both 
Moss, no-cuv niteriles were of simi- | 
Jar policy. 
Corp., under which name it was con- 
ducted, filed the petition on Monday 
(21) through the corporation’s presi- 
Milton Adler. He represents 
Nicky Blair is the 


One 


dent, 
a syndicate. 
manager. 


The petition sets forth tentative | 
assets, chiefly furnishings, which it 
values at approximately $166,000. 


No value is fixed on the good will 
and name, although the petitioner 
informed the court it has an inter- 
national reputation. 

The approximate liabilities are 
placed at $63,500, including accounts 
payable, amounting to $30,000, which 
includes rent; $28,000 in government, 
state and city taxes and $5,500 in 
loans. 

After stating that the move to re- 
organize was voted on by the corpo- 
ration’s directors at a meeting Feb. 
11, and was okayed by a majority of 
creditors, the petition blames its 
financial situation to the business 
recesssion, 

Petition also states, ‘It is the 
opinion of a majority of the cred- 
itors and the petitioner that business 
conditions in the industry are im- 
proving and will continue to im- 
prove substantially in the next few 
months, and surely with the advent 
of the World’s Fair.’ For this rea- 
son the Paradise requests that ‘it be 
permitted to carry on the business 
and that creditors be restrained from 
instituting action until further order 
from the court.’ 


The corporation was organized 
with a capital stock of 200 shares of 


no par value, of which 100 shares 
are outstanding. 

Creditors are now operating the 
nitery on a day-to-day cash basis. 
li’s advertising a no cuv policy, and 
hopes to bring in name bands, 

Hollywood's Future 


The bankrupt Hollywood, pioneer 
no-couvert cabaret-restaurant, is 
still in reorg throes. It’s variously 
reporied reopening by Nat Moss or 
going into a dance hall policy, which 
it was originally eight years ago— 
the Bluebird ballroom, before it be- 
came the Club Paul Whiteman for a 
spell. 

Several offers, ranging from $7,750 
to $15,000, for the assets of the A. & 
U. Corp., which operated the Holly- 
*\ood, have been made, but none has 
been accepted. 

Examination of the Moss brothers, 
Nat and Joe, by Edwin M., Slote, at- 
torney for the creditors’ committee, 
will be continued on March 4 before 
Referee Harold P. Coffin. Intention 
is to reveal the total of checks 
cashed at the International Casino, 
in which Joe Moss is a_ partner. 
Creditors may apply to take over 
the Moss stock in the Casino, de- 
pending on what the examinations 
reveal. 

Meantime the International Casino 
is also featuring a no cuv, no mini- 
mum policy for supper (excepting 
Sat.-Sun.), idea being to bolster the 
afier-theatre trade. Dinners are 
£.r.0. 

Billy Rose’s Casa Manana is in the 
$40,000 weekly gross groove, which 
can mean $5,000 to $8,000 profit a 
week. He, like the International, is 
after the extra gravy by installing a 
$1 table d’hote and 40c-a-drink poli- 


cy in the lounge. Sally Rand is 
ha - ‘ . . ’ 
the new ‘mistress of conversation, 
meaning she'll mix with the cus- 


tomers and ad lib while they're hav- 
ing a quickie dinner. Idea is to at- 
tract the bunch that’s going to a 
regular theatre and can’t wait to sit 
through the whole show in the thea- 
tre proper. 

S.milarly, the International Casino 


- 





Matinee Floor Shows 
A Novelty in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 22. 
Hollenden’s Vogue Room, sole 


hotel here to continue full-sized floor 


P ° | 
The Paradise Catering | shows, is making it tough on other 


spots with a new experiment, giving 
full revue and dancing during Sat- 
urday noon hours. Idea is to catch 
the midwinter convention trade. 
Initial luncheon unit tried over 
week-end consisted of Six Queens of 
Hearts, Bobby Bixler, Texas Tommy 
and his performing pony, Don Fran- 
ciscan’s string outfit and Ruby’s or- 
chestra. Stunt a sellout, although 
actors, who do two shows nightly, 
squawk that the noon show forces 
"em to get up in middle of night. 


N.O. MARDI GRAS 
UPS NITERIES 





New Orleans, Feb. 22. 

With thousands of visitors pouring 
into the city daily, Mardi Gras, this 
historic metropolis’ lll-year-old ex- 
travaganza, will t2 staged this year 
with the most lavish setting in a dec- 
ade or more. Louisiana’s new era of 
prosperity brought about by $47,- 
000,000 of investments in new state 
industries is an enriching influence 
and it is estimated that nearly $550,- 
000 will be spent for a climax end- 
ing on Mardi Gras Day, March 1. 

The demand for rooms is greater 
than in many years, hotel men re- 
port. The Roosevelt, St. Charles, 
Monteleone, Jung and New Orleans, 
the city’s leading hostelries, are al- 
ready booked to capacity. Thou- 
sands of private housing facilities 
are filling rapidly. 

In a revival of the Mark Twain 
era when Carnival visitors spent 
days loafing down the Mississippi 
river on a packet boat, the Gordon 
C. Greene, one of the old-time pad- 
dle-wheel steamers, is en route with 
over 200 from Cincinnati. 

The first of the night pageants is 
scheduled Thursday (4) with the 
Krewe of Momus parades with 15 
floats. Hermes parades on Friday 
(25) Nor on Saturday (26), Proteous 
on Monday (28) and Rex on Mardi 
Gras afternoon (1) and Comus that 
night. 

An outstanding feature of this 
year’s Carnival balls will be pres- 
entation of professional entertain- 
ment in connection with the tab- 
leaux. Many of the outstanding or- 
Zanizations have instituted acts for 
the first time to adc color to the age- 
old } .geants. 

Night clubs are doubling their 
budgets and others that have been 
darkened will open during the week, 
finding it highly profitable to open 
for the short space to fill in the need 
fo’ more entertainment and to gar- 
ner some of the coin which the tour- 
ists and visitors are sure to leave. 

The theatres have booked out- 
standing attractions on both stage 
and screen, 


Philly Groups Snarl 


Philadelphia, Feb. 
made by 
prez of Musicians’ 
United Entertainers Assn., Philly 
performer group, back into Amer 
ican Federation of Actors, has died 
UEA split away from the parent 
about three 


22 
ttempt 


Local, to get 


body years ago over 
question of local autonomy. Same 
problem continues to keep. the 


groups apart. 





and sit through the entire production 
in the Casino proper. 
But biz n.s.g. in the main. Even 





thee . in 2 . 

fas a $1 table d’hote in its Cosmo- 
bolitan and barrooms for those who 
Cont want to invest $2.50 minimum 


the hit joints feeling it, but for an- 
i . 
| other reason—their patronage is now 
winter cruising or Floridaing. 


A. A. Tomei, 


CHEAPIE REVUES 


Southern Time, Long a Ref- 
uge for Nondescript Acts, 
Upping Budgets — Want 





Bandshows 


DEATH TRAIL ENDS 





per day and slightly upward of that 


with announcement by T. D. Kemp’s 
Southern Attractions that a new pol- 
icy of ace units and name band at- 
tractions woulda repsace lightweights 
in Paramount’s ‘A’ southern houses. 


For the present, the long-jump, 
to the B houses of the circuit, which 
can total 10 weeks. It is also pos- 
sible that they will be eliminated 
completely for next season, depend- 
ing on the success of the new policy, 
which calls for much heavier coin. 

Past season has been a tough one 
for the baby units playing through 
mid-west and central states. Longer 
jumps, lighter takes, etc., reduced 
many to scarecrow status with im- 
provement coming through south 
and west. Now it’s possible that oth- 
ers will follow the Kemp path in 
further curtailing $100 vaude units. 
Bob Kerr is handling the first batch 
from New York, after breaking ice 
with Kemp. 

Opener for latter was Will Os- 
borne at the Carolina theatre, Green- 
ville, S. C.. Feb. 9. Ina Ray Hutton 
is in March 3 and Joan Brooks and 
Jolly Coburn combo succeeds Miss 
Hutton. Deals are also on for Fred 
Waring, Fats Waller, Anton Scibilia’s 
‘Waikiki Nights,’ et al. There are 
possible 10 weeks between Rich- 
mond, Va., and Birmingham, Ala. It 
is hoped that route will build with 
the help of other circuits. 


Units will play all the A houses 
at maximum $500 guarantees daily, 
plus a percentage. Where there is 
only a band, a show will be built 
around it, as in case of Brooks-Co- 
burn, which is an _ idea_ show. 
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey bands, 
Rudy Vallee, Don Bestor, Frank 
Britton and Jimmie Lunceford are 
other possibilities, some of whom 
played the time couple of years ago 
before the switch to turks. There 
is also a possibility of two-a-day 
units in some instances with films 
eliminated temporarily. 

Among the towns to be hit are 
Salisbury, Md.; Norfolk, Va.; Cum- 
berland, Md.; Charlottesville, Va.; 
Lynchburg, Va.; Newport News, Va.; 


Bluefield, W. Va.: Asheville, N. C.; 
Winston?Salem, N. C.; Greensboro, 
N. C.; Raleigh, N. C.; Wilmington, 


N. C.; Charleston, S. C.; Columbia, 
S. C.; Spartanburg, S. C.; Greenville, 
S. C.; Bristol, Knoxville, Chattanoo- 
ga, Birmingham, Anderson, Ala., and 
Atlanta, Ga. 

The turkey units have played the 
field for about five years now, cover- 
ing a larger, though less, lucrative 
field with beclow-scale musicians, 
non-union crews, playing halls, 
audes, theatres, camps, etc., from one 
day to a week stands at the $100 and 
slightly upped figures. Figured 
there have been more than 50 play- 
ing at one time. 
Companies usually comprise 15 to 

people, who average about $40 
weekly, some getting $25, others 
double that. Usually, name or head- 
liner in show is owner. Traveling in 
automobile caravans, they cover tre- 
mendous mileage, jumping 


25 


as 





az 400 to 500 miles. Some managers 


| pay mileage to acts ownin® broken- 
|down cars, others pay for gas on pre- 
| figured basis. One show, ‘French 
Models,’ known io have jumped 980 
miles from Orangeburg, S. C., to 
Sharon, Pa., for a date. 

Units such as ‘We've Got Every- 


thing,’ ‘Studio Scandals.’ ‘Kum-N- 
Thru,’ ‘Sunkist Vanities,’ ‘Pine Ridge 
Follies,’ ‘Feek-A-Boo,’ ‘Roya! Revels,’ 
‘Town Scandals,’ ‘Kit Kat Kiub,’ 





for these small-time acts. 





Flashier Units and Name | 


The turkey unit, selling for $100 | 


on the hoof, got a setback this week | 


short-dough uniteers will be relegated | 








much | 


|turn is 
| Harry Bestry piloting entertainer, 


Influencing 4A’s in Pending Award 
Of Vaude and Cafe Chorus Control 





Taxation Without— 


While the contest over nitery 
and vaude chorus jurisdiction 
has been waged for the last few 
months by AFA and Chorus 
Equity, performers in that field 
have continued to go virtually 
without representation—admit- 
tedly, nothing has been done to 
improve their obviously unsat- 
isfactory and 
conditions. 

In many cases (at the Ameri- 
can Music Hall, N. Y., for ex- 
ample) performers have been 
persuaded to join both AFA 
and Chorus Equity (some are 
already members of Equity) 
and have continued to pay dues 
to both organizations. Yet 
neither group has actually done 
anything in their behalf, al- 
though both have reported 
‘progress.’ 

On another front, meanwhile, 
Chorus Equity has had an un- 
enviable record. It has failed 
entirely to make any progress 
in the case of the Gae Foster 
dancers, allegedly fired from 
the Roxy (N. Y.) chorus recent- 
ly for complaining of an infrac- 
tion of the Screen Actors Guild 
rules. In that case, SAG read- 
ied the case for Chorus Equity 
(it was out of SAG’s jurisdic- 
tion), but no further progress 
has been made. 


wages working 











Waring the Test 
Tube of Vaudfilm 
Again in St. Loo 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. 

For the first time in four years, 
except New Year's eve, a stage show 
will be presented at Fanchon & 
Marco’s 5,000-seater Fox, starting 
Friday (25). Frea Waring and his 
Pennsylvanians will play a week's 
engagement and w: ether other name 
bands will be booked into the house 
will depend on the biz done by War- 
ing. 

Last spring Waring played at 
F&M’s downtown deluxer, Ambassa- 
dor, to good biz, but during the win- 
ter F&M was unable to reach a sat- 
isfactory agreement with the tooters’ 
union for stage shows at the St. 
Louis theatre and dropped all flesh, 
except a few Sunday shows at sev- 
eral of the St. Louis Amuse. Co.'s 
nabes, which are operated under 
F&M management. 

F&M has agreed to pay a local 
stand-by orch during the Waring en- 
gagement and this is an added cost 
that the management says makes the 





oe —— 
Way appears to have been found 
give the nitery and vaude chorus 
jurisdiction to the American Fed- 
eration of Actors. Final disposi- 
tion is expected to be made by the 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 


America board at its next meeting 





Monday (28.) 

Special committee on Monday 
(21) submitted a report suggesting 
conditions under which the field 
should be organized when the ju- 
risdiction is awarded. Understood 
the statement made no recom- 
mendations as to who should be 
| given the chorister representation, 
| but proposed that such award 
|should be qualified and that the 
aoe A’s should maintain a close 


of the 
campaign. 
Factor preparing the way for the 
award of the jurisdiction to AFA 
a resolution by that group's 
council, revealed in a letter to 
Frank Gillmore, Four A’s prez and 
executive-director. Referring to 
the recent wire from Ralph White- 
head, AFA executive-secretary, to 
the Four <A’s, the AFA _ council 
| stated its attitude in the current 
Four A’s-International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees ques- 
tion had been ‘misinterpreted.’ AFA 
| did ‘not intend to leave the impres- 
|sion’ it planned to desert the Four 
| A’s if and when an JATSE juris- 
| diction invasion should be attempted, 
| the resolution declared, adding that 
| AFA is ready to ‘stand shoulder to 
shoulder’ with the other Four A’s 
groups to resist the IA. However, 
it concluded, the AFA does ‘not 
wish to be a party to precipitating 
a controversy among other organiza- 
tions within the American Federa- 
tion of Labor.’ 


No IA Flirting 


Although all Four A’s officials de- 
clared the question of awarding to 
nitery chorister jurisdiction had not 
been settled, that resolution is fig- 
ured to have cleared the air and 
opened a way for AFA to be granted 
the award. Statement was taken 
as a declaration of faith and as 
repudiation of the charge of AFA 
‘flirting’ with the IA. 

Only opposition to the Four A’s 
committee report at last Monday’s 
meeting was offered by Philip Loeb, 
representing Chorus Equity Assn., 
which is contesting with AFA for 
the jurisdiction. Although it is 
tacitly understood that Chorus 
Equity doesn't really want the 
nitery and vaude jurisdiction and 
is merely demanding it as a bluff 
for tactical reasons, Loeb took vio- 
lent exception to statements in the 
report referring to CEA’s organiza- 


supervision subsequent or- 


ganization 


was 





tional campaign in the field. Re- 
port was understood to contain 
criticism of certain CEA officials, 
particularly for seeking to have 
Harry Sacher appointed as attor- 
ney for the organization. Pointed 


out that not only is CEA already 
represented legally by Paul N. Tur- 





engagement more than an experi-|ner and Rebecca Brownstein, but 

ment. In a city-wide poll of its|that as attorney for the New York 

patrons last fall F&M learned that aj miysicinns union local and a CIO 

decided majority of those attending transnortation workers’ union, Sa- 
the deluxe houses expressed a de-|cher’s interests might be divided. 

sire for the return of stage shows. Previously it had been reported 

———_——_— that Loeb neglected to inform the 

. | Equity council of Sacher’s back- 

Cleo Mayfield Back |}ground and connections when sug- 

| Zest ng the appointment. When the 

va ee | facts were brought to light, it is 

After a professional retirement of arged, Loeb withdrew Sacher’s 

three years since the death of he: 


Cecil Lean, a 
envisaged by Cleo Mayfield 


partner-husband, 


re- 
a¢ 


Ken Nichols writing material. 


Draper to Loew’s 


Paul Draper, 


dancer, is down for 


j two weeks of theatre dates for the 
| Loew 
| N. Y., March 17, and the following 
etc.,| week (24) at the Capitol, Washing- 
ayy managed to stave off the wolf 


circuit. Opens at the State 


ton. 


Set through Ingalls & Davies. i 


|name without waiti 


ng for the coun- 


decision, 
AFA on Monday (21) finally 
turned over to the Burlesque Arte 
ts Assn the money assessed by 
e Four A's board, which amounted 


to $1,400 and represent 
ees and from 


ed initiation 


dues performers ree 


ited Jast fall by AFA in its drive 
to organize the burlesque field. It 
had previously been indicated that 
|AFA would comply with the Four 
A’s ruling in the matter, but teche- 
nical considerations had delayed its 
actions, 
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Paramount Club Revue 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Feb. 20. 

Frank Ayraud’s Band, The Clairs, 
Cleo Coree, Barbara Barry & Dorothy 
Johnson, Sam Allen, Billy Beckett, 
LaSalle & Valley; ‘Charlie Chan at 
Monte Carlo’ (20th). 

Show opens and 

nuff, but in between is only so-so. 
Starts with Hans and Rosita Clair, 
man and wife, in novelty juggling rou- 
tine, femme doing most of work. Best 
finds Rosita, with flower pot atop 
pole balanced on her forehead, 
climbing band car and playing plano, 
with hubby doing one-hand stand on 


closes strongly 


pedestal atop table, and_ tooting 
clarinet. Aude strong for them 
Cleo Coree then is on for credit- 


able acro dance to ‘Poor Butterfly,’ 
Dorothy Johnson is in a gypsy dance 
to ‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ and Bar- 
bara Barry taps to ‘Big Boy Blue.’ 

Sam Allen, Capitol’s singing usher, 
debuted on show caught, opener 
Sunday, warbling ‘Once in a While’ 
and ‘One Rose.’ Lad got off to a bad 
start when tooters missed their cue 
and couldn't get going, but custom- 
ers gave him a good hand anyway. 
Allen, whose previous pro experi- 
ence consisted of 10 weeks with 
Olsen and Johnson, is going out with 
this unit. 

Billy Beckett follows with novelty 
music act, coaxing tunes out of one- 
String fiddle, spoons, saw and in- 
flated inner tube. He makes way for 
Miss Barry, who returns to do a 
modern rhythm dance to ‘Coquette.’ 
She’s followed by Miss Johnson in a 
hula medley to Hawaiian tunes. 


George LaSalle and Primo Valley, 
made up comically to resemble 
Mussolini and Hitler, take up the 


sock stuff where the Clairs leave off. 
They’re knockabout tumblers and 
mix in a lot of comedy. Big re- 
ception. Usual cut and dried finale 
finds all hands on as traveler closes, 
with LaSalle and Valley doing 
comedy waltz, one dancing on his 
hands, the other on his feet. 

Biz at opener Sunday (20) full up, 
plus standees. Lucch, 


Merry Makers Revue 


« (ROXY, SALT LAKE CITY) 
Salt Lake City, Feb. 20. 

, Jean Bedini, Jean & Barbara, Slim 

& Johnnie, Rice & Shaeffer, The 

LaMars, Bill Floor’s pit orch; ‘Federal 

Bullets’ (Mono), ‘Make a Wish’ 

(RKO), 

With exception of The LaMars and 
Rice and Shaeffer, 58-minute unit is 
badly paced, with an air of amateur- 
ish production. Jean Bedini, m.c., 
held over from last week. 

For the first time since Roxy 
started vaudfilming, Bill Floor's 


Bell's 
Hawaiian 
Follies 


Week Feb. 25, Rivoli, Muncie, Ind. 
S Mar. 4, RKO, Colonial, Dayton 


Po Mar. 11, Shubert, 








Cincinnati 
Mar. 18, Palace, Cleveland 
Mgt. BOB HICKS PAGE 


314-21st Avenue 
ALTOONA, PA, 








ss out in the pit. Begins 
‘Tiger Rag,’ and winds up with 
pop medley. Chorines, recruited 
trom local dancing schools, show 
spots of precision in a cowgirl num- 
ber. Costumes are effective. Chubby 
gal of the mixed team of Jean and 
Barbara nasals ‘I'm An Old Cow 
Hand.’ Slim and Johnnie, Bedini’s 
stooges, are enthusiastic in their 
hoke routines, but old gags subtract. 

Chorines appear for a_ futile 
Parisian can-can. Bedini, assisted by 





his foils, engages in some pointless | 
|}comedy, garnished with a modern | 
idaptation of the shell game. Bedini 
uses lemons and halves of cocoanut | 





shells to frame tepid laughs predi- 
cated by 


betting of the stooges. 

Barbara, a la Helen Morgan, is 
sockless with ‘Moon Is Here Again.’ | 
Bedini’s appearance and _ frequent |} 


is-a-vis while she sings don't help. 
Rice and Schaeffer, two peppy 
boys, get over with their vocals and 
string whacking Rice sings ‘Re- 
member Me,’ and ‘Down in Old 
Arkansas.’ 
In finale, 
team) stage 
clicker. 


LaMars (mixed 
Death,” a 
Guss. 


The 
‘Dance of 


6 U.S. ACTS SET 
FOR DATES ABROAD; 


Number of U. S. vaude turns have 


been set for summer dates in Lon- 
don, Paris and _ Berlin. Buster 
Shaver, with Olive and George 
Brasno, midgets, open at the Pal- 
ladium, London, June 6, for eight 
weeks. They follow with three 
weeks in Paris and then go to Ber- 
lin, where they open at the Scala, 
Oct. 1. 

Sid Marion and Madeline Kileen 
are scheduled for the Holborn Em- 


pire opening June 20, and Ross and 
Bennett for the same house July 4. 
Rio Bros. are down for the Pal- 
ladium for six weeks from July 25. 

Georges Metaxa opens May 2 at 
the Cafe de Paree, London, and the 
Three Swifts at the Savoy Hotel late 
next month. 


C&A Coast Office 


Jack Curtis, partner in tie Cur- 
tis & Allen talent agency, is taking 
up permanent residence on the Coast 
and handling firm’s biz on that end. 





Charlie Allen will remain in New 
York. For the past thre2 weeks 
Curtis has been in Hoilywood on 


what was originally planned as a 
brief biz trip. 

Agency has never had a Coast 
office, rather working on deals of a 
cross-country complexion with five 
different Hollywood apencies. 


Breen’s Cleve. Slam 


Cleveland, Feb. 22. 
Thirty-eighth Cleveland food show, 
with Bobby Breen as chief name, 














went 30% over last year’s take by 
| grossing $48,657 in seven-day civic 
| auditorium run, 

Juve drew 18,379 on final day, 
| boosting total attendance to 194,629 
‘at two-bits per. 





— Sena 
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|} zip and variety. 
| five minutes less would be bette! 


New Acts 


ANDY SANELLA ORCH., 

With Dixie Dean 

Music, Vocal 

22 Mins.; Full 

State, N. Y. 
From _ radio, 


(13) 


(Special) 


orchestra that gives out melodious 
music in pleasant, non-socko, non- 


straightaway pop 


swingy style. It’s 
State au- 


stuff, nicely orchestrated. 
dience liked it. 


Dixie Dean sings once in white 
satin, once in Scotch plaid. Black 
satin would have been better, while 
the Scotch thing was pretty chau- 
taqua as a production effort in this 
day. Miss Dean sings nicely, but 
was perhaps a trifle self-conscious 
about playing the State 

Sanella, too, had a bit of rves, 
but kept his voice clear in all the 
announcements. 

As an act this one needs more 


And pending that, 
Land, 

CALIFORNIA REVELS (5) 
Dancing = 
12 Mins. 
Strand, B’klyn 

Quintet flash of fair value, com- 
pany being made up of girl trio, a 
male single and an acrobatic spe- 
cialty worker. None is outstanding, 
but passable enough for houses of 
this calibre, where the admission is 
low and bulk rather quality 
is the policy. 
They make neat 
tappers looking extremely 
uniforms for the military 
ber. Acrobatic dancer 
numbers, one on her toes, and has a 
few little tricks that rate audience 
appreciation. Man’s tapping is fair. 
Char, 


than 


appearances, girl 

well in 
tap num- 
does two 


MILDRED FENTON 
Songs 
5 Mins, 
Leon & Eddie’s, New York 
Mildred Fenton is a songstress of 
promise. She's a charming person- 
ality with a nice sweet-hot style; 
meaning that she can warble ballads 
with the equal eclat that she does 
scat songs. In truth, she medleys 
both styles, mixing up the balladeer- 
ing with interpolated hotcha 
All of which commends for intime 
nitery work. She is young and per- 
sonable, and bespeaks of much prom- 
ise for the better-grade boites 
Abel. 

NICHOLS and ROBERTS 
Shag Dancing 
6 Mins. 
Strand, B’klyn 

Team of shagsters that 
good novelty for stage bills 

Dancers are youthful, affecting 
dress suggesting collegiate, and in 
their routines display excellent tech- 


makes a 


nique. Over neatly here when 
caught. Char, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





After 15 years of brain racking 
here, Chris Hagedorn has invented a 
new card game called ‘Puzzler,’ 
which is getting considerable atten- 
tion. Let's give this ex-ozoner a big 
hand. 

National ice skate meet here got 
big turnout. The Will Rogers topped 
with visitors for a look-see. 

Harold Wilkins, after a big siege, 
has organized the Four Mountain- 
eers, a foursome that’s going to go 
places. 

The passing of O. O. McIntyre is 
deeply felt here. He was always in- 
terested in the Actors Colony. 

George Evens, of Roselle Park, N. 
J. (nephew of the late ‘Honey Boy’ 
Evans) here visiting his folks. He 
packs a mea tenor. 

Grippe has floored Ford Raymend, 
Hazel and Monroe “oleman. 

The Salvador Ragone; (Deris Gas- 
cogne), both ex-N. V. A.ites. are now 
healthing at Greenwood Lake, N. Y. 

Ben Morse, N. Y., here bed-siding 
his frau at the Will Rogers. She's 
recovering nicely from that rib oper- 
ation. 


William Plunkett, who has bcen 
Will Rogersing, is now up Jor all 
meals. 


Jimmie Seeley, bed sieger for 
seven months, is up. He's like a kid 
with a new toy. Nice work. 

Actors Colony was chocolate-Val- 
entined by Jerry Vogel, who makes 
a lot of good cheer for this gang. 

Leonard Grotte, who sneaked up 


here for a week, ogled the Will 
Rogers, then shot back to Loew’s 
Prospect theatre, Flushing, N. Y. 


Found out that all he had w: 
druff. 

One of the most serious cases here 
is Lester Sheehan. Boy really needs 
a look-in-too. 

Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are sick. 


dan- 





Holland and Hart's Tour 
Holland and Hart, ballroom team, 
leave their current spot at the Hotel 





Cap:tol, Washington, March 11. 
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Burlesque Reviews 





ELTINGE, N. Y. 


Though here 


the current show 


Sanella brings an| doesn’t bang the bell in all sections, 


it's eckay entertainment and a de- 
cided improvement over the last 
show caught here. Presentation is 
particularly strong in the giggle 


dept., the addition of Hank Henry 
and Margie Roy being a big contrib- 
uting factor. Miss Roy seems below 
her level on a burley stage, her de- 
livery bespeaking a talent easily 
suited to a loftier plane. Phil Sil- 
vers, comedian, and Jimmy Walters, 
straight, are also capable. Night 
caught (Fri), Silvers toted a clarinet 
on stage for no apparent reason 


other than to give props time to shift | 
His tooting of the Tommy | 


scenery. 


| Dorsey theme tune, interspersed with 








|other pop ditties, was well received. 


If this show is any criterion, house 
is making a sincere attempt to re- 
place time-worn dirty blackouts 
with material culled from familiar 
world news. Henry and Silvers, 
aided by Chet Atland, juve, and 
Walters, provide a takeoff on Mus- 
solini’s yen to up the birth rate in 
Italy and Hitler’s leaning toward 
military pomp that keeps the cus- 
tomers giggling throughout. Silvers, 


| Walters and Margie Roy skit on cur- 


rent political activities and Miss 
Roy’s and Hank Henry’s burlesque 
of the unexpected husband gag are 
other high spots. 

Flesh end has Mary Joyce, Peggy 
Reynolds, Frances Barry and Jean 
Mode stripping. Miss Joyce is the 
feature and the only one prefacing 
her peel with a vocal. She should 
shorten that end, overlong vocals giv- 
ing the impression the doff is inci- 
dental, although that is dispelled soon 
enough. Frances Barry works too 
long before her peel and is allowed 
off with a semi-strip. 

Shapely and capable line of eight 
ponies and seven show girls are on 
for dances and production numbers. 
Negro male tapster works with them 
and does a solo rope-skipping tap 
routine near the close that wows 
‘em. Florence Mann, femme vocal- 
ist, alternates with Atland during 
dances, both piping several pop 
tunes. Miss Mann also solos ‘Where 
Are You’ to a good hand. 


COLUMBIA, BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 20. 

Burley entertainment is well paced 
over two and a half hours and eaten 
up by the audience, goodly portion 
being femmes. ‘Babes and Bubbles’ 
is in two acts and 36 scenes. 

Bubbles Yvonne is the added at- 
traction, out for two sly peels that 
got ’em. Good waltzing gait and fair 
singing. Louise Stewart, held over, 
is more vivacious and effective and 
her undressing is oke, vocals are im- 
proving. Romayne, dances well to 
modern styling and nicely arranged 
scoring. Her last appearance with 
special mid-stage lighting, enables 
her to give out some very okay semi- 
undraping. 

Les Golden returns to the Colum- 
bia as juve warbler. Not cnly makes 
an impeccable appearance in formal 
attire, but looks the proper part in 
other efforts. His tenor pipes are 
aces, way out front when it comes to 
matching them with regular burley 
warblers. Juts in the proper romance 


when playing opposite Anne Del 
Rio, darkhaired songstress. 
Art Gardner, comedian, warms 


quickly with the audience and his 
appearance brings applause, which 





more of his talents this week, not 
only in sketches, but in a regular 
vaude turn. Eddie Leonard’s soft 


shoe and a fast tap get nice returns, 
Connie Fanslau, attractive brunet 
has lotsa s.a. good speaking voice 
and stage presence. Rest is routine. 
Wardrobe, particularly for the 
ponies, is smart and conforms to the 
novel scenery. Norm. 


2 N. Y. BURLEY SPOTS UP 
FOR LICENSE RENEWALS 


Two of New York’s 


stands come up before License Com. 





five burley 


missioner Paul Moss next week (2) 


for a hearing on renewal of their 
licenses, which expire the end of 
this month. Houses involved are 


the Irving Place and the Peoples, 
both owned by Tony Miccio. Other 
three, the Eltinge, Republic and 
Star, Brooklyn, were renewed Feb, 
1 for two months, or until April 30 
when a new license year begins 

There has been no indication of 
what action will be taken in regard 
to Miccio’s spots, Irving Place 
been on the verge of folding for some 
time. Currently operating on a co- 
operative basis, with talent, stage- 
hands and owner sharing in the 
take. Previous to that, house nearly 
shuttered when most of talent and 
some grips walked due to alleged 
non-payoff, leaving spot with three 
principals and seven chorus girls, 
Peoples has had no trouble of that 
nature, 

Irving Place shuttered temporarily 
Tues. (22) when a fire, starting ir a 
dressing room, ruined the stage. Out 
for a week. 


has 





. ’ 
Gilbert’s Personals 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 22. 
Billy Gilbert, flicker dialect come- 
dian who's up for the lead in Vinton 
Freedley musical, ‘Greek to You,’ 
next season, will open a few weeks 
of personal appearances at Stanley 
here March 4 at $1,500. He'll be fea- 
tured with Barney Rapp’s orch 
WB deluxer gets another film 
name Friday (25) when Judy Gar- 
land comes in on a bill that will 


also include Paul Sydell and Spot 
and Helene Denizon and her 12 
American Rockets. House booked 


solid now until mid-April except for 
first week of that month. 








*“Whitey’’ ROBERTS 


WEEK FEB. 25 
FAY’S, PROVIDENCE 











HENRY SHEREK 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shafteabury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














he justifies. Herbie Faye lets out 





Lischeron 


art, are delightful to watch!” 


sallroom dancers whose unusual lifts strike a new note, just 
when you thought there was nothing new in the ballroom dancing 


By Dorothy Day 
HERALD-EXAMINER, CHICAGO 


Now Appearing at Casino, Congress Hotel, Chicago 


Direction: SLIGH and TYRELL 


and Adams 











MAURICE CORDOBA 


INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DANCERS 
EMPIRE ROOM—PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO 














Ambassador, N. Y., early in March | 
for a theatre tour opering at the | 








A Tenor and M.C. of Artistic Distinction 


| LARRY THORNTON 


Opened Feb. 18—CHEZ MAURICE, MONTREAL 
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Conbins Sirovich- Coffee Bills: 


FDR Approves 





If Self Supporti 


Washington, Feb. 
Consolidation of theatrical features 


99 
22. 


of the Sirovich bill establishing a 
Federal Department of Fine Arts | 
and Science with the Coffee-Pepper 
bill perpetuating the Federal Thea- 
tre Project will be attempted by the 


House Patents Committee with 
President Roosevelt's conditional ap- | 
proval 

While sutlook for snactmer 
t! I tation remains gloomy 
mo to whip into shape some leg 
istation providing for government- 
sponsored drama was plotted I 
v k by Chairman William I Siro- 
v 1 rf th House Committee | 
Chore is turned over to a subcom 
mittee which he heads and which | 
will pore over thousands of words 


ot testimony taken in last two years | 
on both propositions. 

President Roosevelt’s interest in 
such a measure was vealed last} 
week by Sirovich after a long White | 
House conversation about setting up 
a publicty-financed theatre watch 

Il not compete with private enter- 
1 > If the venture can be made 
s>|f-supporting, the Chief Executive 
is 2 ‘able to it. Viewing the popu- | 
larii'y of the WPA shows, Sirovich | 
thinks he can meet this requirement. | 

Subcommittee, which will study } 
the multi-volume transcript of 1936 
hearings on the fine arts departn ent | | 
question and views of this yea 
s'ddenly-halted parade of witnesses, | 

nprises Congressmen Char les | 
S uth, of Texas; John McClellan, of 
Arkansas; Leon Sacks, of Pennsyl- 
vania: Lawrence Connery, of Massa- 
chusetts:; Charles Kramer, of Cali- | 
fornia: Fred Hartley, of New Jer-| 
sey: Karl Stefan, of Nebraska, and 


of Minnesota. 


isolation for the idea 
member to su- 


Dewey Johnson, 
Temporarily, 
cabinet 


of having a 

pervise government encouragement 
for musicians, painters, sculptors, 
writers and scientists will be offset 
by an all-star program—if Sirovich 
can arrange it—at which big-name 


researchers and pedagogs will tell | 
what the national authorities should } 
do to foster physics, chemistry, et al. 
Single-day hearing is planned for 
three Nobel Prize winners—Prof. 
Albert Einstein, Prof. Millikan, and 
Dr. Carl Compton—along with heads 
of noted colleges and universities. 
Whether they'll show up isn’t sure, 
since definite invitations have not 
even been sent. 

Theatrical proposition which Siro- 
vich wants to perfect and which calls 
for experimental and non-commercial 
undertakings to make the Federal 
Government the nation’s chief spon- 
sor of dramatic laboratories is based 
on a theoretical $5,000,000 annual 
budget, less than half the sum which 
has been spent in the last two years 








for the relief project. Fund can be 
raised through the boxoffice at a 
price scale which will not constitute 


competition with commercial produc- 


| lator-playwright believes one aspect 
| could be solved by building up a 


| career service for would-be writers 


in the government propaganda of- 
fices. 

Prospective bill will carry names 
of Sirovich, Coffee and Hartley, 
j}making it a non-partisan proposi- 
tion 


“3D ATC AUDISH: 
GIVE 10 BITS 





| Third audition of the American 
Theatre Council’s committee of the 
|; apprentice theatre was held at the 
Martin Beck, N. Y., last Monday (21). 

Opinions expressed by those pres- 
ent indicated it was the best to date. 
Costs, ete., of scenes pre ented were 


¢ Ont) race 
is LO IWs 


‘Merrily We Roll 
S. Kaufman and Moss 
rected by Harry Ellerbe. 


Along,’ by George 
Hart; di- 


James. ....Robert Kerr 
George Niles....Wyman Holmes 
Richard Niles.,.Thomas Speidel | 
MBER... scsaeenae William Talman | 
Crale .Lester Damon 
Althea 3arbara Lee | 
‘A Famous Lawyer at Home,’ by | 
Newman Levy; directed by Arthur 


Sircom. 
Lawyer 


, .William Talman 
His Wife. 


.Martha Louise Picken 
|*The Girl in Green Lace,’ by Dorothy 
Parker; directed by Lea Penman. | 
oe vg ick ae eb ba ee Albert Tarbell | 
SO Aisha ys wee heen Jane Archer 
‘Here We Are,’ by Dorothy Parker; | 


directed by Lea Penman. 
Groom. 646.6 James S. Hollowell 
Mt... <5. teGan oan Lydia Perera 
‘Night Must Fall,” by Emelyn Wil- 
liams; directed by Harry Ellerbe. 
Ae ree Lester Damon 
00S ree Elizabeth Adams 
‘Little Women,’ by Marian de Forest; 
directed by Hugh Rennie. 


Pa etin einasienwes Frances Beck 
| re rer nee Morgen 
| ; .Ruth Enders 


sia Lydia Perera | 
‘New York to Detroit,’ by Dorothy | 
Parker; directed by Lea Penman. 


2 eee rae Virginia Gately 
| aa eer Thomas Speidel 


‘By Courier,’ by O’Henry; arranged 
and directed by Hope Lawder. 
i OPT ere James S. Hollowell 
Cab Driver......William Talman 
os re ee Elizabeth Adams 
‘A Matter of Husbands,’ by Ferenc 
Molnar; directed by Armina Mar- 


shall, 
Wie. ...issstevceeskenn Morgen 
Actress...... ovtocsectsdnGe Biliot 


‘Journey's End,’ by R. C. Sheriff; 
directed by Donald MacDonald. 
Hibbard..............Paul Tripp 





tins, judging from experience of the 
FTP, Sirovich claimed. 

Government outlay for purely re- 
lief drama is in the neighborhood of 
$25,000,000, with receipts at the 
wicket running between $1,000,000 
and $2,000,000. Many of the per- 
formances were gratis, thus encour- 
azine Sirovich to think that by get- 
ting around 50c a head in most spots 
and not over $1.10 in New York the 
enterprise would pay its own way. 

Declaring the commercial man- 
agers are anxious to have the gov- 
ernment spread its paternal wings 
over theatre’s training ground, Siro- 
vich said he anticipates no material 
Opposition since there will be no 
competition with private initiative. 
He would confine the Federal play- 
ers to experimental stuff, classical 
works, revivals, traditional repertory 
and workshop material. 

Peogram of this character would 
serve two purposes, the spread of 
culture and entertainment and the 
strengthening of the commercial the- 
atre and motion pictures by fostering 
innovations which would be unlikely 
on a commercial basis, Sirovich 
thinks. Besides training actors, it 
would provide a laboratory for dra- 


matists, permit unusual ideas about 
Staging to get a tryout and enable 


the government to build up its own 
circuits on a permanent foundation. 

I'ca could be expanded to cover 
mi! and opera, Sirovich believes, 


Stanhope..........John Graham 


ing 














Covel Road Shows 


Week of Feb. 7! 
Abbey Players, American, St. 


Louis (20). 

‘Babes in Arms,” Werba, 
Brooklyn. 

‘Srother Rat,’ Locust, Phila- 
delnhia. 

‘SDrother Rat,’ Acacemy of 
Music, Roanoke (21); Aude, 
Denville (22); Aude, Win- 
chester, Va. (23); Aude, Fred- 
erick, Md. (24); Playhouse, Wil- 
m ngton, Del. (25-26). 

‘Edna, His Wife’ (Cornelia 
Ot Skinner), National, Wash- 
Ington 

‘Ethan Frome’ (Walter Hamp- 
den), Shubert, Newark 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Ford’s salti- 

‘Room Service,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
ca%0 

‘Richard If (Maurice Evans), 
Grand Opera House, Chicago 

‘Save Me the Waltz,’ Chest- 


nut, Philadelphia. 

‘There’s Always a Breeze,’ 
Shubert, Boston. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Muny Aude, 
Kansas City (21-24); Rivoli, 
Falls City, Neb. (25-26). 


‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Estelle Win 


wood), Harris, Chicago 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 
Hayes), English, Indianapolis, 
Ind. (21-23); Hartman, Colum- 
bus, O. (24-26). 

‘Women,’ Geary, San Fran- 
cisco, 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barry- 


more), His Majesty’s, Montreal 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Lucille Watson), Plymouth, 
Boston. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 

Florence Reed), Texas, San 
Antonio (21); Paramount, Aus- 
tin (22); Majestic, Houston 
(23-24); Orpheum, Waco (25); 


Majestic, Ft. Worth (26). 

You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Biltmore, Los Angeles. 

You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Davidson, Milwaukee, Wis. (20). 

You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Orpheum, Hannibal, Mo. (21); 
Aude, Quincy, Ill. (22); Grand, 
Keokuk (23); Englert, Iowa 
City, Ia. (25). 


Equity Check Shows 
70% Are Unempioyed 


Nearly 5,000 ‘ @etateaneiee cards | 
were last month mailed to members 











|of Equity, whether in good standing 


or otherwise, in an effort to learn the 
percentage of unemployment among 
legit players. 
replies 
amination resulted in ‘a pretty dis- 
tressing picture of Equity unemploy- 
ment.’ Number of unemployed mem- 
bers was said to be in the neighbor- 
hood of 70%. 

Data was sought so that Equity 
could present the situation to WPA 
heads, backing up the appeal for 
more jobs for professionals in the re- 
lief theatre project. Equity sent a 
delegation to Washington, but the ap- 
peal was unsuccessful. 





Committee representing the League 
of N. Y. Theatres is reported to have 
voted Monday (21) not to recognize 
company and house managers as 
part of the Theatrical Managers, 
Agents and Treasurers union. Other 
classifications in the union which the 
producers have agreed to recognize 
are the treasurers and the recently- 
joined press agents. 

Producers’ session Monday was 
part of the ‘exploratory’ considera- 
tion of the union’s proposal prior to 
entering into a contract, agreed on 
between the league and TMAT re- 
cently. Producers believe that com- 
pany managers, particularly those on 
the road, as representatives of the 
management, should not belong to a 
union and still represent them in 
dealing with organized labor. Show- 
men also feel that house managers 
should also be excluded from the 
union, even though not given power 
to make decisions, especially in New 
York. 





but how it could be applied to sculp- Under a formal agreement with 
ture, painting or writing is a brain-| TMAT. the question of company 
teaver. Problem of avoiding com-| managers will go to arbitration. 
psiiiion with private enterprises is} Union has permitted the various 


moire bewildering in these fields, al- 
though the Democratic doctor-legis- 


factions in the membership to decide 
upon their own objectives, general 


League Bars Union Managers But 
Will Recognize Treasurers, P.A.’s 





idea being to incorporate all in the 
basic agreement expected to be 
signed by the league. 

New York press agent group ap- 
pears to be a distinct unit in TMAT. 
Claimed that only three p.a.’s which 
were in the union have qualified to 
apply for membership in the new 
p.a. chapter. Latter will submit its 
regulations and the union will 
endeavor to negotiate with the man- 
agers. But it is indicated that TMAT 
has two classes of agents, those who 
are in the New York chapter and 
those who are not. 

That situation is not a problem to 
the union’s leaders, who continue to 
maintain that TMAT is one 
despite the units within the organ- 
ization. 





Co-Op Group Revival 


Vagabond Players, new 
tive group, is presenting a revival 
of ‘Love in a Mist’ at the Fifth Ave- 
nue theatre, N. Y., on Monday (28), 

Farce by Amelia Rives and Gil- 
bert Emery was first produced 
years ago with Madge Kennedy, 
Sydney Blackmer and Tom Powers. 





Up to last week 1,685 | 
had been received and ex- | 


| istration, 


with 


} 


, Journet, 
| program 





Preach Theatre’s N. Y. 


Plans for Next Season 
Original French Theatre’ Co., 
headed by Guy de Vestel and Marcel 
will next season present a 
of plays culled from the 
French drama. Shows will play ata 
Broadway house yet to be selected. 
Organization has no connection 
with the French Theatre of the Four 
Seasons which recently concluded 10 
weeks of intimate Gallic plays in the 


little theatre of the Barbizon-Plaza 
hotel, N. Y. Latter troupe is com- 
xosed entirely of foreign players, 


while the de Vestel-Journet aggrega- 
tion is mainly native ante yrmers. 


SURVEY OKAYS 


EQUITY OFFICE 


of the Actors Equity Assn. 
offices, records and personnel, sub- 
mitted by efficiency specialists is 
reported to have okayed the admin- 
which was somewhat dis- 
appointing to the group that advo- 
cated the investigation. Findings in 
the 88-page document, included 
recommendations also not in accord 
ideas of some of the associa- 


Survey 


| tion’s execs and councillors. 


| who may be replaced, 


| the report, 


| established 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





group | 


co-opera- | 


12 | 


| Cast 


Staff 
given a 
gested 


In 
clean slate, but it is sug- 
that younger blood might 
work out to better effect. Investi- 
gator stated that some plan should 
be worked out for pensioning those 
but there is 
recommendation as to how peo- 
ple of experience can be obtained 
for such if and when replacements. 
Staff is not overpaid, according to 
and it is understood that 
were under the minimum 
for the stage. Staff is 
composed of former actors. 

New executive setup is proposed 
on the premise that the presidency 
shall continue to be a non-paid post. 


no 


salaries 


Suggested that the executive-secre- 
tary, with an_ assistant, should 
shoulder the burden. That is simi- 
lar to the present handling of 
Equity’s affairs, although Burgess 
Meredith, acting president, is devot- 
ing nearly all his time to the asso- 


ciation. He recently declared he 
would not run for the office at the 
coming election and no candidates 
have yet been mentioned. 

Building expert passed on the 
building used for offices on West 
47th st., reporting that is out of date. 
Suggested that the property, owned 
in total by Equity, be disposed of 
and space taken in a modern office 
building. Expert, however, did not 
recommend such a step be taken at 
this time, because of the shinkage 
in realty values. 

Building was regarded as Equity’s 
ace-in-the-hole in a financial way. 


Cost, including improvements, was 
around $140,000 and at one time 
$250,000 was refused for the prop- 


erty. Report places its present value 
at $65,000, but the assessed valuation 
is $107.000—formerly the figure was 
$160,000. There is no mortgage on 
the property, but taxes amount to 
$4,000, while light and heat run the 
operating nut up several thousand 
more, Equity officials agree that 
modern quarters would be to the or- 
ganization’s advantage, but no 
change is anticipated for some time. 

Report is against the plan to place 
Equity’s monthly house organ in 
competition with magazines on the 
newsstands, Indicating that such a 
venture would be too hazardous. 
Monthly is rated much the same as 
any other official union bulletin. 
That portion of the report is said to 
have particularly surprised those 
who were steamed to build up the 
pamphlet. 


‘Devil’ Cast Shifts 


Jack Buchanan has given Lee Shu- 
bert his notice and exits from the 
of ‘Between the Devil’ in two 
weeks to sail back to London. Ten- 
tative plans provide for Jack Whit- 
ing to replace him. 

In ‘Hooray for What,’ the other 
Shubert musical, Dorothy Stone and 
Charles Collins are a new entry, Miss 
Stone having filled the spot left 
vacant by June Clyde’s departure for 





England. 


the New York offices was | 


Proposed WPA Branch in Equity, 
With Voting Right, May Cause Row 


—_ 





Actors Equity Assn. has scheduled 
a meeting for the Astor hotel, N, y,, 
March 4, when unusual proposalg 
concerning legit players in the WPA 
theatre project will be discussed. So 
radical are the ideas reputed to bea 
that the issues are expected to 


re- 





sult in sharply factional reactions 
|} within the membership. 
| It is proposed that Equity estab. 


lish a WPA branch with an initiation 
fee of $5 and dues of $1 per month 
(initiation currently costs $50 and 


dues are $18 annually). 
to the plans, the relief show pe 
would be entitled to regular mem- 
bership. It is known that there is 
|a group in Equity which favors the 
jinclusion of WPA-ers, though there 
| assurance of the government's 
| theatre project continuing § indefi- 


According 
; 


ple 


lis no 


initely. Those occupied seem to 
| take that as a matter course, how- 
ever. 

| Plan would have to be voted on 
by the general membership = and 
that is where the expected fight will 


So 


of 


come. Sponsors of the WPA branch 
want Equity to recognize the length 
|of time the relief players have ap- 
| peared in project shows and count 
}such appearances the same_ as 
though they had regularly played 
in commercial presentations. Should 
j Saas proposal be accepted it would 
mean that many WPA-ers would be 
;}taken in as senior members with 
} the power to vote. 

| New applicants to Equity are ad- 
}missible only as juniors and _ al- 
|} though there is no longer any jun- 
| lor minimum salary, such members 
|must have appeared on the legit 
| stage for 50 weeks, inclusive of re- 
hearsals, before they qualify for 
senior rating. 


Estimated that if the WPA branch 
is established it would add 500 to 
the membership. That is exclusive 
of Equityites who are in the relief 
theatre field. How that many play- 
ers got into the WPA legit field hag 
never been explained. Equity al- 
ways contended there were ama- 
teurs or semi-pros in the project. 
Indicated, however, that at least 
some were formerly in vaudeville. 

Proposals include one 
that if those in the WPA 
in by Equity and later 
lar legit stage berths, 
the difference in the initiation cost 
and pay regular dues. Equity peo- 
ple in WPA are not required to pay 
dues. Most of them have excuse 
cards and attend meetings but are 
not privileged to vote. 


WPA Gets Daly’s Theatre; 


4 Houses in Show Area 


stipulating 
are taken 
obtain regu- 
they will pay 





WPA theatre project in New York 
has again secured Daly’s 63d Street, 
giving the relief show outfit four 
houses located on the fringes of the 
amusement zone. Daly’s was rented 
for the project’s Yiddish legit unit. 
Earlier this season the house had 
a similar policy, but under com- 
mercial auspices, which failed to 
click, 

Adelphi is the livest of the WPA 
spots and is faring excellently, ac- 
cording to the project’s standards, 
with ‘One Third of a Nation.’ Re- 
vival of ‘Power’ is at the 49th 
Street, but the project people made 
it something of a secret after post- 
poning the starting date. House is 
slated to get a presentiation called 


‘Mississippi Rainbow’ next week. 
Elliott is still under lease to WPA. 
but is dark at present. 


‘White Horse,’ ‘Virginia’ 
Set for St. Loo Muny 

St. Louis, Feb. 22. 
‘White Horse Inn’ and ‘Virginia,’ 
musicals that played at the Center 
theatre, N. Y., have been added to 
the repertory of the Municipal The- 
atre’s sked for its 20th season in the 
Al Fresco theatre in Forest Park 
beginning June 3. Each show will 

run one week, 


With the announcement _ that 
‘Gentlemen Unafraid,’ product of 
Jerome Kern-Oscar Hammerstein 
II-Otto Harbach would have its pre- 
miere here during the opening week 
of the season, the opera association 
‘has already received season sub- 
scriptions totaling $56,000, the lars- 
est amount on hand at a similar date 
tn the opera’s history. 
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New Equity Salary 


Previews Out: ‘Conways’ Precedent 


+ 


Actors Equity Assn. has ruled that 
the guarantees of actors’ salaries are 
dated from the first public perform- 
ance If players are paid prior to 
that time, either for preview per- 
formnaces or because rehearsal time 
has been exceeded, such coin Is not 
io be figured as part of the salary 
set forth in the contract. 

‘Roosty,’ which closed at the Ly- 
ceum, N. Y., last Saturday (19), after 
playing one week, resulted in the 
newest Equity claim. Cast was paid 
for three preview showings, and, ac- 
to the standard minimum 
contracts, which guarantee at least 
two weeks’ salary, Albert Lewis, the 
producer, paid the players an extra 
five-eighths. Cast signed the pay- 
roll under protest, ordered by 
Equity, latter arguing that payment 
for the previews is not to be counted 
and that full salary for the unplayed 
second week should g» to the actors. 
Lewis asked for an arbitration. 
Standard contracts set forth that 

long as actors receive no less 
than two wecks’ salary, no further 
compensation is required. One of 
Equity’s staff advised the ‘Roosty’ 
management that its obligation was 
fulfilled with the payment of five- 
eighths for the second week, but was 
overruled by the association's legal 
department. 

Latter argued that a new prece- 
dent was set by arbitration in the 
case of ‘Time and the Conways,’ an 
English play, which recently closed 
on Broadway. That management 
agreed to pay Equity the initiation 
and dues of British players in the 
event the play did not run more than 
four weeks. Engagement was for 
four weeks, but a preview perform- 
ance had been given, for which the 


cording 


as 


as 


cast received an extra eighth. | 


Because of the paid preview, the 
management claimed the one-month 
deadline was exceeded and held out 
the coin due Equity. Arbitrators 
ruled the preview was not a regular 
performance, and the management 
was therefore responsible for the 
money, total involved being slightly 
over $1,000. Equity now takes the 
stand that the ruling covers all 
shows and that previews are not to 
be counted in figuring salaries guar- 
anteed the actors. 


EQUITY NIXES 
MASS READINGS 





Managers who have been in the 
habit of holding mass readings of 
plays while casting are now re- 


stricted by Actors Equity Assn. and 
such procedure may only be fol- 
lowed if permission is given by the 
executive committee. Permission 
may be given under certain terms 
and conditions and in no event shall 
there be more than one such reading 
for any play. 

Players have complained 
mass readings for some time. 
Claim that without an inkling 
what the play about it im- 
possible to give an intelligent ren- 
dition of lines presented to them at 
1andom. Some of the better known 


about 
They 
of 


is is 


+ 


Guarantee Rule, 





Learning Fast 


Stenog just out of school got 

















Players add that they are em- 
barrassed by being called on at mass 
readings before a group of unknown 
aspirants. 


Syracuse’s Ist Lesit, 


Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 19. 
Syracuse, with no legit since 1934. 
booked in ‘Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
ter’ for two-day stand at Civie April 
4-5, with No. 1 company headed by 
Florence Reed on its return swing 
from Coast dates. 
Famine in local legit circles ended | 


with = civic-minded group behind 
bring back flesh show’ idea being 


| 
{ 


‘Yes,’ in Four Years. 





Played up by dailies and seeking fu- 
ture bookings 


a job last week with a pro- 

ducer. First day at work an 

actress friend dropped in to 
see about a job, thinking she 
was in strong. Stenog told her 
off with usual ‘all cast,’ and | 
finished the friendly brushoff | 
with: 
‘Anyhow, you're not the | 
type. | 
| 
| 


GUILD TO PROD. 
PRIZE SCRIPT 


HW 


VARIETY §7 





D LAYING 








‘Season of 1937-38 Likely 


New Low for Film Deals 
for Legit Shows—Even If 
More Sales De- 
velop, Price Total Will 
Be Way Off—‘Star Wagon’ 
Only One Set, but Several 
Good Prospects on Tap 


Several 


NO RETALIATION ? 


Season of 1937-38 may establish a 
new low for Hollywood buys of legit 
plays. With February terminating, 
only one play has been purchased 
by Hollywood and no other deals are 


reported near consummation. Even 


|if the studios do make buys to doll 


Defi issued recently by the Dram- | 
atists Guild against the Bureau of 
New Plays appears to have sputtered 
out. Theresa Helburn remains at the 
head of the bureau, also with the 
directorate of the Theatre Guild, de- 
spite the objection by the authors. 


It was announced last week that 
the Theatre Guild would next season 
produce ‘Fool’s Hill,’ which won the 
bureau’s new play contest. There 
was no reaction from the Dramatists 
Guild because the play will be pre- | 
sented under the rules of that group. | 

| 


Authors were critical of the bu- 
reau on general principles, and have 
been wary of its functions because | 
of its Hollywood backing. They also 
objected to the bureau having strings 
on plays enteretl in its competitions, 
particularly the prize winners. Bu- 
reau now claiming credit for having 
developed new playwriting talent. 

While it is not certain how many 
managers had a chance of passing 
on the script of the winning ‘Fool’s 
Hill,’ it is stated that the Theatre 
Guild’s directors were unanimous in 
accepting the script. Play won a $500 
prize for its author, Robert Wutzell, 
University of Michigan graduate. 
‘Hill’ is a college play. 

Bureau is financed by seven pic- 
ture companies, operating cost being 
around $50,000 annually, or slightly 
more than $7.000 for each firm. Miss 
Helburn receives a sizeable salary 
and an office is maintained in New 
York. Although it was stated that 
the bureau is not a production outfit, 
the presentation of ‘Hill’ was consid- 
ered. It appears, however, that some 
of the picture people did not care to 
venture into stage financing. 

Theatre Guild also announced 
‘Simply Henry Hogg,’ due shortly. 
It will be played privately for sub- 
scribers, show to be done in asso- 
tion with the Actors Repertory Co., 
which put on ‘Bury The Dead’ last 
season. It has not yet been decided 
whether critics will be invited, Play 





is based on a book called ‘Washing- 
ton Jitters.’ 
Guild also announced that ‘Jane 


Eyre’ would not be shown on Broad- 
way this season with Katharine Hep- 
burn, but that she is under contract 
to that organization for next season. 
Whether she will then show in ‘Jane’ 
was not indicated, Play toured with 
the film star last but 
withdrawn when Miss Hepburn dis- 

agreed on script changes. | 


Buffalo ‘Invited’ Legit; 
Has Only 2 Shows Set 


Buffalo, Feb. 22. 


season, Was 


Buffalo, 


widely touted last fall as 
the prize revival spot of the oad, 
has been without a legit attraction 


since last November. 

O. E. Wee's production of ‘Ethan 
Frome, with Walter Hampden. 
comes to the Erlanger for three days 


oevinning Feb. 28, but except for this 
and a tentative date for ‘Julius 
Caesar’ in March, the books are 


blank for the rest of the season 

Buffalo paper put 
sue last spring for distribution a 
American Theatre Council 
in New York. It plugs 
city as a spot for touring legit 





out a special is- | 
‘ 


the 
conven- 
the 


tion ed 


shows. 


av 


| ward 
| Similar 


up production schedules with name 
| titles for fall announcements, indi- 
cations are that a meagre money 


total will be set. 


Five out of six of the more recent 


arrivals on Broadway were rated 
having picture chances on_ the 


— ‘ 
strength of favorable reviews, but 


in film circles there seems to be 
doubt about most of the new plays 
reaching the screen. Two are 
rated because of the background of 
the hereafter. Records show that 
‘Death Takes a Holiday’ and ‘Out- 
Bound, which had themes 
to the latest hits, were not 
money-making pictures. 

Despite that, ‘On Borrowed Time’ 


so 


is definitely rated the topper of the | 


new crop and has the best prospect 
for Hollywood bids. ‘Our Town’ does 
not appear to have as good a chance. 
while picture people cannot figure 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ runner-up 
to ‘Borrowed Time’ in gross, as pic- 
ture material. ‘Bachelor Born’ was 
made in England ‘The House- 
master’ (its original title here). 
New Play Chances 

Two plays which opened last week 
have a chance for Coast coin how- 
ever—‘Once Is Enough’ and ‘Roosty.’ 
Rights for the latter, which were 
hastily withdrawn, figure for a mod- 
est price, This was Al Lewis’ 
Broadway comeback and t.ad private 
Hollywood bankrolling. 

Earlier successes are in statu quo 
sc far 


as 


as picture rights are con- 
cerned. “Susan and God,’ the leading 


coin getter among the straight shows, 
is still on the market. So is ‘Golden 
Boy,’ another boxoffice sock reported 
getting bids. ‘The Star Wagon’ re- 
mains the only purchase yet made 
from the season's list for a price 
approximating $65,000. 

Let-down in Hollywood buys is in- 
dicated by the approximate figure 
for the season of 1936-37 when 17 
productions were bought at a price of 
$1,271,500. In addition, rights for 
eight other shows previously pro- 
duced were purchased for an addi- 
tional $481,000, making the total 
$1,752,500. Should the picture inter- 
est spurt, there is little chance that 
this season's picture buys will 

‘Continued on page 61) 


PINS SETTING 
TWO ROAD COS. 


International Garme 
Workers Union preparing 
road companies of ‘Pins and Needles’ 


even 











Ladies nt 


1s two 


in addition to the original in N. Y 

Casts for roaders, first of which 
s already operating Sunday aft- 
ernoons and evenings at Labo! 
Stage, as ‘rehearsals’ with admis- 
sions, also to come from the rank 
of the union Sunday troupe i]- 
ternates for the regular production 
which rests on Sabbath. 

Third crew being cast n and 
jtours for each being lined up. Both 
lof newcomers will also join Egquit 


ranks when full fledged. 


a 


--———--—_~ __= 


FILM BUY SO FAR ~ 





U S., England and Scandinavian 
T AAAANWAY Countries Conyright Alliance May 


| 


Affect All Branches of Writing 


Agreements be re orked out by, believed to have OW e€ " the 
writer groups in the 1 S.. England | Plan, howevei 
and the Scandinavian countries may | Lonsdale’s Instance 
' 
profoundly affect the entire field of | I connection with the possible 
deal between the Dramatists Guild 
authorship, including legit. films and : “oe Poe n 
and the sritish playwright Situae- 
radio tion has arisen on the Broadway 
Principal cooperative deal, now in| front regarding Frederick Lonsdale, 
negotiation between the Authors ing ts Guild member whore 
‘Once Is Enough’ is being presented 
League of America and the Scandi ; a : 
‘ . ; ; at the Henry Mille: . y by 
avi aut s societies, is ar} : Whar ‘ 
apace 1uUtnOo! eer sida primarily | Gilbert Miller. Since the producer 
it od ¢t ve iea ) ) ( ke : : 
aimea Pty oo vig bag ha neve} igned the Dramatic 
and articles \ s like { x- 10 
sn ur es, but is likely to be ex |Guild basic contract, no members are 
to . ate the hec » | 
tended later to ot er branches of the | permitted to deal with him 
writing field Second deal, still | : 
ogee <i | In the case of Lonsdale, however, 
largely in the nebulous stage, may}. : a } 
‘ } it is explained that ‘Once’ was first 
lead to a working agreement be- | 
intended for production in London 


tween the Dramatists Guild (Authors | 


League member body) in this coun- 
try and the similar group in England. 
Third move by the writer organi- 
zations, still in the preliminary state 
but almost ready to be given the full 
speed gun, would tie up the authors 
in all democratic countries in a com- 
bined fight to protect the freedom 
of writers and writing against cen- 
sorship. To some extent, the third 
maneuver hinges on the first. 

Dr. Hartvig Jacobsen, president of 
the Danish Authors Society and rep- 
resentative of the Scandinavian Au- 
thors Societies, is now in New York, 
where he has been for some weeks 
laying the groundwork for the agree- 
ment between his organization and 
the Authors League of America. He 
leaves for home this week and will 
possibly be followed in about six or 
leight weeks by Hendrik Willem Van 
Loon, Authors Guild prez 

Publishing 

Immediate goal of the U. S.-Scan- 

dinavian author deal is to correct in- 


equalities in publishing practice in 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark, 
which favors the works of U. §S. 


writers, rather than those of natives. 
Radio material is also said to be on 
the list for early attention. 

After the deal is worked out with 
the Scandinavian authors, an attempt 
will be made to unite writers in Eng- 
land, France and other democracies. 
Informal, friendly arrangements re- 
garding mutual publication problems 
already exist with authors organiza- 
tions in England and France, but thi 
move will be the first by American 
writers to enter a formal reciprocal 
agreement with foreign author or- 
ganizations. Just what form the ef- 
fort will take is still in the air, to be 
considered later by the various 
groups. That it will take place, how- 
ever, is assured. 

Working agreement between the 
dramatist organizations in England 
and America is at present merely a 


probability, still under discussion. 
What form it will take and how 
much ground it will cover are still 


! to be considered. British playwright: 


have no such basic agreement with 
the producers as has the Dramatists 


i} Guild in the U. S. Matter has been 
' discussed for some time. but such a 

contract has never been set. Con- 
| sidered likely that such a standard 


contract may be one of the 
goals of a cooperative 


foremost 
setup between 


the U. S. and British dramatists. 
| When such a pact is established, a 
probable result would be a working 


|}agreement between the two orvan- 
izations. Such a deal mieh. work in 
a manner similar to that between the 
Actors Equity Assi and British 
Equity, actor black 


whereby an 


licton 3} sere 
iiSi€ea HY one Graal 


irred by th 
be 


matically bs 
Ban 
ducers. 

In 
ment could = alse 
ver the 
immediately affecting film and tadio 
rights, just a Dramatists Guild’ 


c contract hi: done ») America 


could also upplied to pro 


addition cooperative 
bet t i¢ 
co ubsidiary 1 


the 


+t 


oht tr els hye 


no. 
tories is still very much alive. C 


rent economy wave in 


and when the plan was changed 10 
present it here, the British play- 
|wright overlooked the Guild stipu- 
\lations. Figured unlikely that the 
| Guild will discipline Lonsdale, how- 
lever, because it would simply 
| amount to giving Gilbert Miller 


| exclusive American rights to all his 
plays. Since Miller is the only major 
| 
| 


U. S. producer who has not signed 
the Guild agreement, he would be 
the only one who could deal with 


Lonsdale were the Englishman to be 
tossed out by the Guild. Because 
Miller, not Lonsdale, is the real op- 


| ponent, action against the playwright 
is not expected. 





2 ‘Women Apply 
For ‘Angel Parts; 
$35 or $40 Wage 


Two young actresses appearing in 
‘The Women,’ at the Barrymore, 
N. Y., answered the chorus call for 
‘I Married An Angel,’ which Dwight 
Deere Wiman is readying. They fiz- 
ure that if they are accepted it would 
mean a salary boost. Girls have a 
few lines in the Clare Boothe play 
and make several costume changes, 
for which they receive $25 weekly, 
being junior members of Equity. In 
the musical they would receive $35 
weekly, or $40 if accepted as show- 
girls. 

Equity has dispensed with the 
junior minimum salary, substituting 
one minimum of $40 weekly in legit. 
Rule is not retroactive, however. 
|*Women’ has been playing on Broad- 
| juni more than a year, but if the 





juniors withdraw from the show, 
; those replacing them must be paid 
not less than $40 weekly. 


IRVING BERLIN TO 
DO B’WAY MUSICAL 





Ii ving Berlin will do a stave mu- 
for next When he re- 
turns in late April he will start work 


on the show pronto, and remain eust 
¢ 


j sical S@ason. 


for the rest of the year. 

Currently Berlin has the new 
Astaire-Rogers picture arting is 
late March at RKO, and his ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band’ at 201h-Fox 
already in work. 


| 
| ee , - ve 
N.Y. Play Group Wins 
In License Wrangle 

Decision n favor of the Play 
Room Club, N. Y.. wi handed down 
Db’ Vavistrate Frank 
eck (17) relieving that vroup from 


‘ 
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Plays on Broadway 





ONCE IS ENOUGH 


Comedy +n three acts, presented ac the 
Miller, N. Y., Feb. 15, by Gilbert Miller; 
+. ien by Frederick Lonsdale; Ina Claire 
starred: staged by manager; $3.30 top 
I LAMUON. cccccccsccesecced John Wiliams 
DAOrtON ceccscesesesessosecees Lew Dayton 
Lady PlYNN€.....ccccccceces wlargar Vyner 
bord Hasne ss cé+csseees ee-Archibald Bait) 
Lord Whitehall,...cccccossecs Walter Piers 

P /AVMAGRRL. dcunceecns N Ryan 
I nr itake sue om Wilfred Seagram 
lV wcccccsssccese Rosalind lvan 
’ s Hamypst . ina C re 
. ‘ -Au we 

irles Pleyade aoe e° I ( 

Lu f Harny I eoeeee Hugh Williams 
Plevdel \ 1 Neat 
i ! ! ( h i ) 

Broadway now has a smart draw- | 
Ing room comedy, for after seven 
years London’s Frederick Lonsdale 
has supplied that type of diversion 
again, principally for the carriage | 
trade. Rightly spotied in the Miller 


where jt should play well into spring. 
Over here the author seems at his 


best with English titled characters, 
usually gathered together for tue 


weekend; the kind of people compar- 


'lin was invited in to restage. Quite 
evident that he injected something 
that was lacking. Still a bit over- 
|time and with an ending not as lucid 





|}as could be, it is worth while diver- | 


Sion. 
wealthy Laddy Sears, a 
interesting people are on 
The cottage is occupied by 


}voung and 
group ol 
display. 


Binkie Neibuhr, one of the chosen, | 


who was born in Lithuania. He is an ‘Schoolhouse on the Lot'— 

interesting dilettante who connives Philip Dunning 

little plans for those he likes. At the ‘You Never Know’—Shuberts. 

moment he is most interested in fur- ‘Empress of Destiny’ Fred- 

thering a marriage. Wilda Doran, erick W. Ayer. 

whose mother he had been SONG Ol. Caemeettand 0 Wats. 
Laddy has been attracted to Wilda ‘Who’s Who’—Elsa Maxwell 

and finances a picture for ner, dus and Leonard Sillman. 

he is smitten with Ryder Gerrard, | . , a 

another rich chap who has made ‘I Am My Youth’—Alfred de 


good aS a newspaper 
|Sante Fe and who is elected to the 
| senate. 

Binkie’s plans and the girl’s indi- 
cated future are knocked awry by 
the arrival of Dow Christophsen, a 
confirmed Communist, taciturn and 








able to Americans of the dilletante | different. Perhaps that is why Wilda 


class. His earlier plays seemed fun- 


nier than the new ‘Once Is Enough’ | throws 


(first called ‘Half a Loaf’), 
author’s flair for interesting dialog is 
as keen as ever. 


Play’s chances are upped by the| 


appearance of an admirably assigned | 
east. Gilbert Miller’s selection of | 
Ina Claire is fortunate, but the sup- | 
porting people mean much to the 
performance, Nearly all are British- 
ers who know their way about and 
who supply authenticity to the atmos- | 
phere whether attractive personali- 
ties or not. 

‘Once Is Enough’ has plenty of sex 
angles, and where laughter {isn’t pro- 
vided there is wit. Fact that Nancy, 
who is a Dutchess, quarrels with 
Johnny, her consort, in all their 
scenes without marring the evening 
is a test of the author’s skill, for 
most plays having wives and hus- 
bands with gloves on are boring. 

The scrap is about another woman, 
Liz, wed to a man much older than 
she, a fellow whose pastimes are not 
her idea of diversion. It is Liz who 
utiers the credo of her set, that mar- 
riage gives one a license for infideli- 
ties. She is somewhat scrawny, but 
has big, blue eyes, which may ex- 
plain Johnny’s infatuation. 

Nancy is well aware of the affair, 
but knows that Johnny really loves 
her. When he is about to go to 
South Africa with Liz, Nancy goes 
into action not as an outraged wife, 
but like a thoroughbred. At first she 
declares there will be no divorce, 
then suddenly tells Johnny he is 
free to do as he wishes. The reac- 
tion is what Nancy counted on, 
Johnny coming to the realization that 
the affair with Liz was all wrong and 
that his wife is the finer woman. 
_The play’s people are all past the 
limit of youth and veer to middle 
age, and naturally there are squawks 
over physical infirmities. They als 
know about each other’s tendency to 
stray to other bedsides, but manage 
to make conversation amusing. Per- 
haps if the characters were Ameri- 
«an they would be less acceptable. 

Miss Claire appears in the best 
part she has had in seasons and is 
completely at home, with the capa- 
ble English visitors, who include 
Eric Cowley, Walter Piers, Hugh 
Williams, Viola Keats, Austin Trevor, 
Rosalind Ivan, Wilfrid Seagram, 


she 
who, 


him, in fact, 
the fellow, 


is attracted to 
herself at 





but the | jike his kind, will grab but refuses 


| In the Long Island guest cottage of 


| 
publisher in } 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘All the Living’ — Cheryl 
Crawford and James John Still- 
man, Jr. 

‘Sea Gull’ (revival)—Theatre 


Guild. 

‘Spring Thaw’ (revised )—Max 
Gordon. 

‘The Hill Between’—Robert 
Porterfield. 

‘Simply Henry Hogg’—Thea- 


tre Guild and Actors Repertory. 


Liagre. 








| Inside Stuff—Legit 


| Potential backers and their advisers were nearly excluded from a pre. 
| view benefit performance of the Group's ‘Casey Jones’ last week at the 
Fulton, after they had been invited to attend. At the last minute more 
backing was found necessary, but the customary ruling excluding all show 
biz personalities nearly resulted in barring those who brought the angels, 
This was due to orders left with Kermit Bloomgarten, house manager 
admit no Broadwayites to the preview of the play.’ 
reached and Bloomgarten remained adamant. 

Result was that Richard Aldrich, who had come to advise friends, and 
John J. Wildberg, attorney, who had invited Aldrich, were forced to cool 
their heels in the lobby of the Fulton during the first act. Aldrich’s 
ducing partner, Richard Myers, was admitted, because the Fulton’ 
failed to recognize him. Jake Wilk, of Warners’ story department, was 
also barred. Ursula Parrott was another who rever got in at all, Harold 
‘lurman, of the Group, appeared after the show was well under way. The 
mistake was rectified with salaams and apologies all around. 

Dorothy Willard is one backer of ‘Casey Jones.’ It is her second 
backing venture this season. First was ‘Many Mansions,’ still running at 


: , to 
Grisman couldn't be 


pro- 


Staff 











| entirely sold on the play, as shown 

by outside financial participation. 
| Charles Bickford came back from 
| Hollywood to enact Jones, but he 
| saw more in the part than did the 
| first nighters, or he merely wanted a 
| change of pace after the grind of the 
| studios. Bickford was hampered by 
a bad throat opening night. 


eos 1 responsibility. y ee en | Peggy Conklin, as his daughter, is 
| walks out on her — W — “ lin an assignment which does not 
chances at marriage with either Of| .acure up to her talents. Vass 


her wealthy swains evaporated, she is 
still on Binkie’s hands at the finale. 
That one girl should be the magnet 


the same time is one of the play’s 
weaknesses. 

Chris at any event remains the un- 
convincable revolutionist. There are 
bitter passages between him and 
those whose democratic views on life 
are just as staunch. Author does not 
attempt a solution and 
take the position that a world social | 


tiresome and generally worth listen- 
ing to. Banks turns in a fine part, 
too, and there are other standouts by 
Paul Stewart as the picture author, 
Donald Cook as Laddy, Theodore 
Newton as the radical, and Herbert 





of the affections of so many men at] 


| Heflin as the fireman, is the most 
| likeable character in the play. 
| Charles J. Dingle, Robert Strauss and 
|! Frances Williams are the best of the 
others. Ibee. 


the 44th Street, N. Y. Miss Willard is the former wife of one of the 
| wealthy McCormicks of Chicago. She appeared in one of the summer 


rural companies a season or so ago, but decided to be a patroness of the 
stage, rather than a player. Understood she has a 50% interest in ‘Jones,’ 


Unusual angle to the suit charging plagiarism, brought by Virginia Gor. 
don against George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart in connection with ‘You 
| Can't Take It With You,’ is that defendants collected the award made by 
the court. Usually, in cases involving accusations against authors where 





the court awards compensatory damages to winners, this is seldom 
| collected. 
| Complaint was tossed out recently by Federal Judge John C. Knox, 


who awarded $500 and costs to defendants. Howard E. Reinheimer, repre. 
| senting Kaufman and Hart, collected the award for his clients. Points 
| out that only types of cases in which judges can make an award to suc- 
cessful defendants are in unfounded plagiarism cases, under section 40 of 
the copyright law and in divorce actions. Ordinarily, awards of this kind 





| 


appears to | 








Nancy Ryan, Archibald Batty, John 
Williams and Margaret Vyner. Ibee. 


WINE OF CHOICE 





Comedy in three acts presented by The- 
atre Guild Feb, 21, '38, at Guild, N. Y.: 
written by S. N. Behrman; staged by Her 
man Shumlin; Leslie Banks, Claudia Mor- 
gan and Alexander Woollcott featured: 
$2.50 top. 

Charles Dow Hanlon.......... Herbert Yost 
POEs 64008524005 e+ eeeee- Akihiko Yoshiwara 
Binkie Niebuhr..... +». Alexander Woollcott 
Wilda Doran...... Ceeres Claudia Morgan 
lbow Christophsen........Theodore Newton 
laddy Sears.... ce eseece »-Donald Cook 
Ryder Gerrard......... eeeeee. Leslie Banks 
BS TMU 4360025 58800048 »+-.-Paul Stewart 
vo! yer rer re rrererrrr ren John Maroney 





Another intellectual play has ar- 
rived this winter in ‘Wine of Choice,’ 
perhaps the most literate of the out- 
put. Although mildly received by first 
nighters, it still figures to serve well 
enough on the Broadway boards. 

S. N. Behrman has been rather 
faithful to the Guild with his output. 
He came through with ‘Amphitryon’ 
earlier in the season and now ‘Wine 
of Choice,’ a much better play but 
more conversational. In brilliance of 


dialog it measures up to his best 
writings, without providing’ the 


mirth that some others were accom- 
panied with. 

Guild had plenty of trouble with 
*Wine’ and brought it back for re- 
pairs, both as to script and cast. It 
is distinctly superior to the first ver- 
sion, and as for playing strength 
there is little criticism merited. 
Alex Woollcott in the part originally 
plaved by Harry Wagstaff Gribble 
seems a natural, despite his rating 
as a better writer than an actor. 
Claudia Morgan has the solo fem- 
inine part that Miriam Hopkins 
walked out on. Leslie Banks remains 
as one of the original featured play- 
ers. Author seems to have spread 
telling scenes among most of the 
principals. 

‘Wine’ is essentially a dialog play 
end in the make-over Herman Shum- 


particularly for the man who han- 
dics the throttie of a passenger loco- 
1otive going a mile and a half per 
minute between Chicago and _ St. 
Louis. For Casey. Jones the job is 
| the more hazardous. Peering along 
| the rails from the cab has become a 
| nightmare, because his eyes are fail- 
ing. That’s mostly why he is all 
grouch at 50, aware that he’s wash- 
ing up. Not so with Jed, the young 
fireman who is sweet on Jones’ 
daughter, Portsmouth. 

Outside of the romance. 
play possesses little attractiveness 
except for the setting of a steam en- 
gine and tender, which are on view 
three times during the performance. 
During the run down to St. Loo on 
the new ‘number four,’ Jones thinks 
the train flagged and stops, arriving 
at destination 11 minutes late. On 
the second run, he fails to see a 
motor car stalled on the tracks and 
grinds it to bits. 

Jones passes the ‘birthday test,’ as 
required annually by the road, but 
blurts out to the superintendent that 
his eyes have weakened. Disdaining 
a pension or freight train assign- 
ment, he goes back to handling the 
telegraph key in a tank = station. 
Jones, however, flags a fast train, in 
an incredibly short time. determined 
to go back ints action rather than be 
tormented in the sticks. 

Scenes outside the roundhouse are 
well staged and interesting, also that 
of the boarding house basement 
where the engineer, his daughter and 
Jed reside. Yet there is little dra- 


‘Casey.’ certainly one of the things 
the matter with the play. 
Steam engine effects on the stage 





witnessed more effective stage props. 
Group Theatre apparently was not 





| 
| 


the new 


New Theatre League 


New 
plays, 


Theatre League presents two one-act 
at the Mercury Theutre, Feb. 20, ‘3s. 


| $1.65 top 


I'VE GOT THE TUNE 


Radio song play by Mare Blitzstein. 


. . | Ss er are tlitzect 

conflict will come. But aside from | Musiker.......-...-. — 

: | SOOTHE b 6.5 6:6 6% 65 00000 0660668 .Pegzv oudray 

the highbrow discussions, there are | yaaoiu Aunt eee Lilly Winton 
brilliant, enjoyable interludes. | Captain Bristlepunkt............008 Polan 
Miss Morgan’s Wilda is described | Aula Schnook.......++e00. po she Reet 

. ; se) ( FEPELETEEE TET ‘i S&S ota ‘ 

as intent on self destruction, a part | Aye y Hisecoe pepe gid ~ ion tae 
not as attractive as the author has Chorus: Sam Bonnell, Perry Bruskin, Bert 
built up the male element of his} Conway, Harry Lessin, Will Lee, Martin 
play. Corpulent Woollcott is never] Ritt, Mack Rovner, Joe Warlield, Art 
: Zwerling, David Leight, Vicky Horne, 


Amelia Romano, 


PLANT IN THE SUN 


One-act play by Ben Bengal, presented 
by ‘Plant in the Sun Co.’, an American 
Theatre Council Group. Staged by Art 






Yost as his disappointed uncle. Smith. Production manager, Carl Lerner; 
Ibee technical director, Milton Immerman 
F SS re ee ee rer 1m Sam Bonnell 
= SROs oan os ove .. bert Conway 
IMEI cicvevcccoeess .Ben Ross 
CASEY JONES POs o9ss66e0 00 Perry Bruskin 
cade basen aeons rae ae Harry Lessin 
Melodrama in three acts presented at | Henry eiseees ne jnaaews " wilt 
Fulion, N. Y., Feb. 19, °48, by Group The- | BORG 6c cs esbeerecwvasececcdecueast arun ; “ . 
atre; written by Robert Ardrey; staged by Fannie. ..cccccscess Vicky Hi rn 
Klia Kazan: $5.30 top. OS ee eer eee eer ree eT Te Lou . olan 
Oi SUMMONS oi 005563054450 bases Van Heflin | Larry...c.sccccescsecceccvcvees Mac Rovner 
COMET SOMEBs 6.0500 8es06 ..-Charles Bickford | DAVE... ... eee cree ence ee ecceees Joe W arfield 
Pd MANS 5a 0Os O05Es 6ORd% ...Joseph Sawyer | Mr. Roberts......+-. uteeenbeese Art Smith 
i Cc a.e bak RA wae oe 6 eee eee Curt Conway | Jim......cececeenceeeeees .. Norman I. oyd 
co errr ere ce Charles Thompson | Policeman,........... ee George Matthews 
i SS) ee errrrer rer rere Howard Da Silva | Man In Panama Hat eTeres _“Zwerling 
tt ) PEPeERUTeerreerery ee Clancy Cooper | FingerS.....ccccecsscecsecees David Leight 
FOMN COMING cc cceccaceees Charles J. Dingle 
no aes Biscecas ‘n +043 re Two one-acters. the left wing 
Portsmouth Jones........... Peggy Conklin | Variety, only one of which impresses. 
Mrs, McGuiness........... Eunice Stoddard | Mare Blitzstein’s radio song play, 
“ean ‘I've Got the Tune,’ first performed 
‘Casey Jones’ script has been | over Columbia Broadcasting’s Work- 
around for a season or two, but the | shop last fall, lacked cohesion as a 
fact that its author has been given | radio piece. This is accentuated in 
press attention, although he hasn't | its performance in legit. The second 
scored a success, accounts for its | part of the program, Ben Bengal’s 
presentation. Distinctly doubtful Len in the Sun,’ has considerable 
that this drama will get across. merit. ; 
Working on the railroad is tough, Excitingly directed and ably acted, 


‘Sun’ is an effective piece of writing 
which has to do with the develop- 
ment of a sit-down strike by shipping 
clerks in a candy factory. For 
scenery, packing boxes are piled up 
to provide a very realistic back- 
ground. Piece has some good thea- 
tre, but the ending needs better tim- 
ing. Actors are a well-knit group, 
which results in rounded character- 
izations and performance. 

Blitzstein’s opus has a composer 
(Musiker) hiring a secretary (Beetsi) 
and going on a wide tour in search 
of lyrics for his tune. It takes them 
first to a swank too-too divine Park 
Avenue salon, where Madame Ar- 
butus is the patroness; then to a 
meeting of the Fascist Purpleshirties; 
on another day to save a would-be 
suicide from ending it all, and finally 
to a May Day parade. To the pa- 
raders, the tune is finally donated, 
having found at last what the com- 
poser considers its proper niche. 

Performed with Blitzstein at the 
piano, with sound effects produced 
visibly as in a radio play, this is 
putting it on too thick. Cast simu- 
lates stepping to the mike as in radio 
at each appearance. Peggy Coudray 
turns out a good Beetsi, Norman 
Lloyd is highly effective as Private 
Schnook and Olive Stanton, as the 
suicide, nas an individual vocal qual- 
itv which is tremendously appealing. 
Blitzstein, as the composer, plays 
that role well, but the present thin 
construction of the piece defeats its 
intentions. ' 

This piece is satisfactory enouzh 








: ; are not over critical of what is 
matic form and the play resolves it- | qiched up to them, Principal fault 
self into the story of a crack engi-|j; that it has several com yonent 
neer on his way out. No attempt is | parts each of which is scant quite 
made to indicate the changes made | integrated. Furthermore. the tune 
in rail transportation, which dates - ci Sie ; see 


which serves as the basis of the storv. 
has such an evasive quality that it 
fails to stick with the audience and 
tends to further obscure the 


are not new and another gencration | knit story. 


thea 


here in 
‘Cradle Will 


Produced 


Blitzstein’s Rock’ 


Sans 


for the hysterical left audiences, who | 


-hinly | 


manner of 





George Arliss has resigned as a 
council, forwarding his withdrawal 


larly. 





| metropolis was not mentioned. 


member 


are uncollectible, as plaintiffs have no funds. 


of the 
from Holly wood. 


Actors’ Equity Assn, 
He had served on 


that body since 1913 and when in New York attended its sessions regu- 
Council asked him to reconsider, but he felt that he could no longer 
remain a councillor, though whether because of long absences from the 
English star was active on behalf of Equity 


when it sought a contract with the managers. 


| Arliss is not an American citizen. 


Equity later resolved that citizenship 


| be a qualification for councillors, but the measure was not retroactive. 


‘Zaza’ is mentioned for revival in London and if presented may have 
| Mary Ellis in the title part. Ownership of the rights has not been estab- 


lished, however. 





Play was originally produced by David Belasco, who 
worked on its adaptation from the French original. 
interested and the screen rights were secured by Paramount, which ab- 


Charles Frohman was 


sorbed the Frohman stage rights to his all shows. 


Whether the rights to ‘Zaza’ are 


still active or have reverted to the 


original authorship by reason of cepyright termination is to be determined, 


| Flock of Broadwayites were lured to the lower east side, N. Y., last week 


ito view a tryout, ‘He Was Like a Continent.’ 


Play was a muddled affair 


and the house was not heated. One excursionist remarked, ‘This show has 


everything in but coal. 


I’m cold and going home.’ 


Showing was given atop the Yiddish theatre at 2d ave. and Houston 


ti 


|the Minskys started their stock burlesque. 


| Roosevelt. 


Hollywood plans are indefinite. 
way in 10 years. 
for next season, 


Regardless of the fact that Reno is 
country, traveling shows rarely play 


further bookings in sight. 


until the second intermission, nor 
| opened in Boston. 
Management's idea appears to be 





Roof theatre was formely called the National Winter Garden, where 


Spot is currently called the 


With the closing of ‘Roosty’ at the Lyceum, N. Y.. last Saturday (19), 
Albert Lewis, the producer, is due to return to California, although his 
‘Roosty’ was his first legit show on Broad- 
Although it flopped, Lewis plans at least one production 


Understood that Myron Selznick had a piece of ‘Roosty,” along with other 
film backing, but picture company coin was not represented, 


rated one of the liveliest cities in the 
the stand. “Tobacco Road’ played the 


spot for one night early this month and fared very well, but there are no 


Reno is an in-between spot for productions on the way to or from the 
Coast and local showmen rarely seek bookings. 


No programs are distributed for ‘Our Town,’ now at the Morosco, N. Y., 


were any available when the show 


that since there is no scenery, pro- 


| grams are not necessary except for identification of the players. 


Helen Jerome states that ‘Jane Eyre,’ whether produced on Broadway 
by the Theatre Guild or another management, ‘will be presented exactly 
as written by her and as done in Boston. Play reverted to her. 





scenery, it’s not up to the composer’s 
other work, though its’ technical 
faults could be remedied, Presently, 
the lack of integration is annoying as 
the spectator has to make too many 
transitions mentally which the au- 
thor should have pointed up in the 
script 


‘Murder in the Cathedral 


Drama in verse, 





two acts (three scenes), 
by T. S .Eliot. Features Robert Speaicht 
Directed by KE, Martin Browne, Presented 
by Gilbert Miller and Ashlev Lukes, at the 


Ritz, N. Y¥., Feb. 16, '38; $3.30 top. 
OWNS Movietereteeuseas Phoebe Waterfleld 
Wr Mas edccnsesesizes Marjorie Anderson 


Canterbury 


Nina evans, Valerle Hall, Jov TWaringeton, 


Pamela Keily, Lois Miller, Henzie Rae 
burn, 

POs: PUN 006i vkssdicedasiia Warold Scott 
Second priest ~ Denis Carey 
Third Priest.... oo++s- Christopher Casson 
Fourth Priest............... Sidney Warne 
Messenger...... , ar -David Gill 
|} Thomas RBecket.... ....Robert Speaight 
|} First Tempter and Knight... Russel Napier 
Second Tempter and Knieht...Denis Green 

Third Tempter and Knight 
Norman Chidges 

Fourth Tempter and Knight 


It. Martin Browne 


Play was done on Broadway two 
seasons a%o by the Federal Theatre 
Project, the first successful produc- 
tion by that organization. It hos 
previously been presented experi- 





mentally at Yale. When offered by 
the FTP, ‘Murder’ was a hit, but was 
taken off after a short run so as not 
to ‘exhaust its audience.’ Since then 
it has had more than 600 perform- 
ances in England, with Robert 
Speaight in the leading role. Present 
company is virtually the same as 
played it there. 

Although ‘Murder’ was a click for 
the FTP, it appears to have only 
limited prospects as a commercial 
presentation. Poetic dramas such as 
this, particularly those with a deeply 
religious theme. would seem to have 
a special appeal and be better suited 
for Federal Theatre presentation. 

Show is staged somewhat differ- 
enty than when the FTP offered it. 
Settings are handsome and dra- 
matically effective. Lighting makes 
frequent use of small overhead spots, 
though the stage is dimly lit through 
much of the performance. Pace 15 
slow. 

Performances. particulerly that of 





| Speaight. as Thomas a’Becket, are 
senuinely absorbing. In_ his first 
American engagement, Speaight 


| turns in an inspiring job. Shows 1- 
sight, feeling and proner shadins. 
Enunciation is extraordinarily clear. 
|Other parts are also well played. 
| notably the four knights in their e*- 
planation scene. Staging secms 


(Continued on page 60) 
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Chi Shuffles List, 3 Shows Exit; 


Victoria $25,000, ‘Tovarich’ $11,000 





Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Setting a gross mark of nearly 
200,000 for its eight weeks in town, 
which is top coin for any show in 
Chicago in several years, ‘Victoria 
Regina’ pulled out of the Erlanger 
on Saturday (19) and headed for 
Indianapolis. It has been a sell-out 
run, with the Helen Hayes followers 
tossing capacity business into the 
house nearly every performance. 
Could have stayed here for many 
additional weeks, but the iron-bound 
schedule prevented such holdover. 

Other Gilbert Miller show, ‘Tova- 
rich, called it a season Saturday 
(19) and folded its tents with the 
cast stealing off to the Coast and 
New York. Exception is McKay 
Morris, who sticks in town for radio 
dates. Show had a solid nine-week 
gallop here and made money every 
session. 

Going out of the Grand last Sat- 
urday was the Abbey Theatre 
troupe, which had a fair enough two- 
week ride at a low admission scale. 
Replacing last night (Monday) was 
the Maurice Evans ‘Richard I, 
which is in for a three-week stay. 
Will be running competition start- 
March 7 with ‘Julius Caesar,’ 


ing L 

which comes into the Erlanger next 
door under the auspices of _ the 
American Theatre Society. This is 


a second company setup of ‘Caesar.’ 

Taking the place vacated by ‘Tova- 
rich’ in the Selwyn was ‘Room Serv- 
ice” which arrived Sunday (20), pre- 
ceded by loud drum-banging. At 
the Harris “Tonight at 8:30’ con- 
tinues at a whacking pace, and will 
stick until March 5, four weeks be- 
yond its original fortnight’s booking. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Abbey Theatre Players, Grand 
(1,300; $2.20). Left here on Saturday 
(19) after a fairly satisfying fort- 
night; took better than $7,000 on 


finale. ‘Richard II’ opened last night 
(Monday ); in for three weeks. 
‘Tonight at 8:30,’ Harris (1,000: 
$2.75) (4th week). Has done a great 
job here and sticks far beyond origi- 
nal date to March 5; Muriel Kirkland 
comes in this week to replace Helen 
Chandler, who goes east on new 
show assignment; topped strong $10,- 
000 last week. 
‘Tovarich,’ 
Folded here 


Selwyn (1,000; $2.75). 
Saturday after nine 
good weeks. Finished to $11,000, ex- 
cellent. ‘Room Service’ opened Sun- 
day (20) for a run. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Erlanger (1,300; 
$3.30). Quit town Saturday (19) 
after eight bonanza weeks; again ca- 

acity on finale here to $25,000; show 
ike this needs a house-stretcher. 

WPA 

‘Ballet Fedre,’ Great Northern. 
Closed Saturday (19) after three fine 
weeks, 

‘Tailor Becomes a 
Great Northern. 
In Yiddish. 

‘See Naples and Die,’ Blackstone. 
Last two weeks; ‘Great Barrington’ 
in March 5, 


PORGY’ $22,000, FRISCO; 
‘WOMEN’ SOCK $14,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 22. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ opening at the 
Curran theatre last week, drew the 
swankiest first-night audience to the 
Curran in a long time. Production 
was staged under the supervision of 
Rouben Mamoulian. Heavy nut for 
the show will leave Paul Posz with 
little if any profit. 
the Geary theatre, climbed over its 
biz for the first week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Curran (2d week) 
(1,500; $3.30). Todd Duncan. Anne 
Brown and Ruby Elzy head cast: 
production is said to have a nut of 
$21,000; estimated about $22,000 for 
first week. 

‘Women,’ Geary (3d week) (1.500: 
$2.50). Town has gone nuts over 
the Clare Booth comedy; rainstorm 
hurt biz somewhat the first week: 


Merchant,’ 
Opens Friday (25). 





second week's take trifle over 
$14,000. 

WPA 
‘Sun and I,’ Alcazar (3d 


(1,269: $1.10). Longest rain spell ever 
+o hit town cast an evil spell at the 
0. 


Time’ $4,500, B’klyn 
5 Brooklyn, Feb. 22. 
Third and last week of ‘Having 
Wonderful Time’ at Werba’s Brook- 
lyn was strong. 
first a real monev-maker, even sur- 
Passing ‘Behind Red Lights.’ which 
reopened the house several weeks 
avo, 
_ Current show at Werba’s is ‘Babes 
In Arms,’ first musical to invade 
town in long while. Evelyn Wvyck- 
off has the lead role in the produc- 


tion. Maiestic reopened this week 
r ith Helen Ford reviving ‘The 
’atsy.’ 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Werba’s | 


Brooklyn (1.500: $1.10), 
regoers piled 
act 
$4500. 


Local thea- 


+ 





| 





Road Legit Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosses 
Last Week....ccscoee $189,600 
(Based on 16 Legit Shows) 
Total Grosses Same 
Week Last Year ,... $238,600 
(Based on 19 Shows) 


‘CHOICE’ $12.50, 
‘YES, MY’ 9146 
BOSTON 











Boston, Feb. 22. 

Trade slumped _ noticeably last 
week in local legit spots, with ‘Yes, 
My Darling Daughter,’ holding its 
own against the newer entries, 
‘Wine of Choice’ and ‘There’s Al- 
ways a Breeze.’ 

‘Wine’ left town Saturday (19) and 
‘Breeze’ ends two-week tryout next 
Saturday (26). ‘You Never Know,’ 
new Cole Porter musical, starring 
for the Shubert 


Holman, is slated 


March 7. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Wine of Choice,’ Wilbur (1,227; 
Het bs Be Remained only for two 
frames of Guild subscription sup- 
port, departing with an okay $12,- 


500 for the second and final week. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Plym- 
outh (5th week) (1,480; $2.75). 
Fourth stanza held fair pace, $9,500; 
one more week. 

‘There’s Always a Breeze,’ Shu- 
bert (2d, final week) (1,590; $2.75). 
Opening marked by non-support of 
local press and public; one cast 
chang (Hume Cronyn, replacing 
Ralph Hertz) and considerable re- 
vising; initial frame, pallid $3,500. 





$15,000 FIRST WEEK 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 

Biltmore theatre is in for another 
month of profit, on the basis of the 
first week’s returns with ‘You Can’t 
Take It With You.’ Advance sale is 
particularly heavy, with long rows 
of ticket-buyers in evidence most of 
last week. 

Second season of grand opera 
brought the San Carlo Opera Co. to 
the Philharmonic auditorium Friday 
(18) for performances of ‘Aida,’ 
‘Madame Butterfly’ and ‘Carmen.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘You Can't Take It With You,’ Bilt- 
more (2d week) (1,656; $2.65). 
Opened to complete sellout and 
played to near capacity nightly and 
two mats, with Sundav night (20) 
performance rung in to take care 
of mobs, for smash $15,000; run is 
for four weeks. 

WPA 
‘The Great Barrington,’ Hollywood 





‘The Women,’ at | 


week) | urday night. 


Production proved | 


in for the third and| Ephron and 
stanza to give the house a neat|sented by Felix 


Plavhouse. Now in first week with 
another to go. 

‘Dracula,’ Mason. Has Frederick 
|Pymm playing same title role he por- 
| trayed on Coast tour of the thriller 
few seasons ago. 

‘Loyalties,’ Mayan. In for brief so- 
journ after healthy run at Holly- 
wood Playhouse. 


‘Can't Take’ Big $17,000, 
Southwest 1-Nighters 


El] Paso, Feb. 22. 

‘You Can't Take It With You” road 
company wound up a week of one- 
| nighters at the Plaza here last Sat- 
Week’s take was $17.- 
060. Previous stops were at San 
| Diego, Phoenix and Tucson. 

| Troupe continues one-nighters this 
week, plaving San Antonio, Austin, 
Houston, Waco and Ft. Worth. 


‘Dock’ $1 600, Balto 


Feb. 22. 
of 











| 
| 
3altimore, 
roadshow 


Alex Yokel’s 


| Caesar’ in modern dress is at Ford's | 


| this week. Rest of calendar lists a 
| third return of ‘Brother Rat,’ set for 
|'Ford’s next week and a pre-Broad- 


| way try of the Theatre Guild’s ‘The | 


|Sea Gull’ with Lunt and Fontanne 
|<et for March 15 at the same house 
| ‘Man On The Dock,’ new one 


| the indie booked Maryland last week. | 


met with a critical lambasting and 
slim trade. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Man On The _ Dock,’ 
(1,750: $2.20). New play by 
Sam_ Rosenberg, 
Jacoves, didn’t 
much: slim $1,600. 


Henry 


re- 
veal 


‘CAN'T TAKE’ SOCKS LA; 


‘Julius | 


at | 


Maryland 


pre-e | 
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Pitt. Skeds Six More; 


23 Dates for Season 
Pittsburgh, Feb, 22. 

Last two subscription offerings in 

| the ATS series 


| 


| 
} 


of six at the 
| have finally been set here, 
| be the 


Nixon 
They’ll 
Mercury Theatre’s ‘Julius 
|Caesar’ next week and ‘Yes, My 
| Darling Daughter,’ March 21. Couple 
|}of other bookings just announced 
| will carry the season into mid-April, 
| with about 23 bookings in all since 


| 
|last September, three or four less 
Bookings also in- | 
Miracle,’ | 


|than a year ago. 
{clude ‘Father Malachy’s 
set for March 7 at the Nixon, 
| ‘Brother Rat’ 


will play aé_ere- 
lturn engagement beginning Mar. 
114. with ‘The Women’ coming in 
|Mar. 28; University of Pittsburgh’s 


{annual Cap and Gown musical ar- 
| rives April 4 and ‘You Never Know’ 
lis listed for April 18. 


ing that is Holy Week and house 
will be dark, as usual, 

Possibility of Warners sticking in 
‘Adventures of Robin Hood’ for a 
roadshow engagement the last of 
April following the close of the 
regular legit schedule, but that’s 


still tentative. 





RAT’ OK 38,000, 
WALTZ’ 76, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22. 
Philly’s legit booking tangle has 
| been partially straightened out, al- 
| though there are several uncertain- 
ties still on the calendar. ‘Brother 
Rat’ is now officially announcing its 
last three weeks at the Locust, and 
‘Room Service’ ts skedded to open 
| there March 14. Show’s engagement 
| will be its third here. Sam Harris 
|elosed it here two years ago but 





closed it for revision and afterwards 
turned it over to George Abbott. 
Latter opened the Chestnut’s season 
with it last fall and it was doing 
capacity when taken out because of 
a Boston commitment. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ also 
| definitely set for a return, may fol- 
|low ‘Room Service’ at the Locust. 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ has been 
switched from the Chestnut to the 
Forrest, but will take the ATS sub- 
scription over with it. ‘Daughter’ 
plays two weeks on subscription, and 
one on its own. That leaves one 
week in between that run and open- 
ing of ‘You Never Know,’ Cole Por- 
ter musical, March 28 at the Forrest. 
Chestnut has ‘Save Me the Waltz’ in 
its second and final week, and then 


hasn’t announced anything so far. 
Two undated bookings, sent out 


weekly by the Shubert office, are the 
Mercury Theatre’s ‘Caesar’ and a 
return of ‘The Women,’ but neither 
of them seems likely to come in 
soon. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Save Me the Waltz,’ Chestnut (2d 
week) (1.646; $2.75). Notices mixed 
but tending towards the adverse; 
names meant something: also lack of 
much opposish; Max Gordon tryout 
got trifle over $7,000; extra matinee 
this week. 





‘Brother Rat,’ Locust (8th week) 
(1,400; $2.75). Announcing last 
three weeks. then ‘Room Service’ 
March 14; ‘Rat’ still nice at $8,000 


and may jump with ads announcing 
end of run. 


ROOM SERVICE’ $8,500 


Detroit, Feb. 22. 
On its second local date of the sea- 
| son ‘Room Service’ got by fairly well 





here last week. Comedy grabbed 
| about $20,000 for two weeks last fall. 
Town is dark this week. but re- 


lights next week fo1 


{It With You.’ Other future book- 
ings are ‘Brother Rat.’ set for April | 
3. and ‘You Never Know.’ kedded | 
for April 25. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Room Service,” C: (1,900; $2.75). 
Pared off about $8.500 on a return 
engagement: nouseé is curre 


‘Rat’ $10.500 for Week 
Of Southern Jumps 
Richmond, Fe 22 


= 





yur y ther Rat 
plaved three 1 its here last week 
winding up with a ere of $10,500 
for the week Prev 1 stops dur- 
ing tre ta i ere at Greensboro 
Durham and Raleigh, N. C. 
Troupe left Saturday 19), pullin; 
out f Re ke and continue d one 
jnignter 








ON DETROIT REPEAT 


‘You Can't Take 


Week preced- | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


B’way Biz Still Rather Pallid: 
Enough’ $12,000, 





Figured Likely, 


‘Borrowed 166, ‘Shadow’ $13,500 





B’way Legit Grosses 


Estimated Gross Last 
Week on 03,500 
(Based on 25 shows) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year 
(30 


eee se eee 


hf 


; $418,700 
Shows) 





| continued 








Although busine on Broadway 
to be apathetic in Mm 
parison to expectations, another indi- 


|cated success joined the list last 
| week with the premiere of ‘Once Is 
Enough’ at the Miller. Aided by a 





| 


| 
| 
} 


I" 
| 


strong first night and a fair press 


the takings for the first seven per- | 


formances approximated $12.000. 
English comedy is the fourth 


entrant to register during February. | 


Noticed that the new 
rated as real smashes, 


clicks are not 


by the demand for tickets in the 
agencies. However, substantial busi- | 
ness is being drawn by those pre- 


sentations, with ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
further proving its strength last 
week by approximating 
nearly capacity. ‘Shadow and 
stance’ is doing as well in a smaller 
house, with the gross $13,500 
‘Our Town’ improved to $12,000 
Earlier hits, ‘Susan and God,’ 
Star Wagon,’ ‘Amphitryon’ 
‘Golden Boy’ among the straight 
shows continue to good trade, 


‘The 


cals, with ‘Hooray for What’ the 
runner-up. 
There were three openings last 


week, ‘Casey Jones’ coming to the 
Fulton and getting a doubtful press 


and ‘Roosty’ debuting and folding 
quickly at the Lyceum. Two 


premieres are carded for this week 
and three for next week: ‘Save 
the Waltz,’ Beck (‘How to Get Tough 
About It,’ moving or closing): ‘Who's 
Who,’ Hudson, and ‘There’s Always a 
Breeze,’ Windsor. In addition, ‘Haiti’ 
is scheduled for the Harlem by WPA. 

Washington’s Birthday Tuesday 
(22) was the signal for extra mati- 
nees which are expected to boost 
grosses prior to the seasonal decline 
as income tax day nears. There are 
13 shows out of a total of 31 playing 
nine performances this week. All 
others with one exception switched 


the midweek afriernoon show to 
Tuesday, a total of 20 matinees. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘All That Glitters,’ Biltmore (6th 


week) (C-991-$3.30). May be making 
small profit, but stay doubtful after 
agency buy expires in two weeks; 
pegged around $6,000. 

‘Amphitryon 38,’ Shubert (17th 
week) (C-1,387-$3.30). Lunts_ re- 
hearsing ‘Sea Gull,’ which will be 
played out of town one week and 
then alternate with ‘Amphitryon’; 
latter estimated around $16,000. 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Playhouse (5th 
week) (C-878-$3.30). Agencies report 
ticket demand picking up; extra 
space ads last week; $9,000 or better 
indicated. 

‘Between the Devil,’ Imperia] (10th 
week) (M-1,468-$4.40). Musicals have 
been faring none too well wjth com- 
paratively moderate grosse# for this 
one; over $18,000, however, may be 
okay. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Ambassador (63d 
week) (C-1,156-$2.20). Not up to 
form last week with takings around 


$5,000; costs little to operate, how- 
ever. 

‘Casey Jones,’ Fulton (lst week) 
(D-913-$3.30). Presented by Group 


Theatre; written by Robert Ardrey: 


opened Saturday night (19); mixed 
notices. 

‘Censored,’ 46th Street (C-1,375- 
$2.20). Presented by A. H. Woods; 


his first offering this season: written 
by Conrad Seiler and Max Marcin; 
opens Saturday (26); large capacity 
permits pop top. 


‘Cradle Will Rock,’ Windsor (8th 
week) (C-969-$2.20). Has drawn 
mildly, with takings around $5,000 
moves to Mercury theatre, where it 


can operate at lower cost: “There 
Always a Breeze’ here next week 
‘Father Malachy'’s Miracle, St 
Jame (l5th week) C-1,520-$3.30) 
Whether tt one \ mb ¢ + of 
production red not certain SG 000 
goes to road afte ther week 
Woman of Destiny’ f here 
‘Golden Bov,’ Belasco (17th eck) 
C-1,000-$3 30) ~ ewnat ecter 
pu ne ( nD 4&1 ee} 1 f 
takings eased off $1,000: estimate 
$14,000. 
‘Hooray for What.’ W G 
(13th week) (M-1,671-$4 40) W 
+ if tir y , ‘ £ ‘ 
i) mu ] 
ast eek « ».000 
‘ime 
‘How to Get Tough About it, | 
(3d week) (1D-1,.214-$3.20) Mav 
bn) aA a ‘Save Me 
e W tz’ § a3 rhe col 
round $9,001 
‘I'd Rather Be Richt,’ Aly | 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40) Easily } 


+ 


' 
Number 


often indicated | 


$16.000, | 
Sub- | 


while 
and 


while | 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ tops the musi- | 


Me | 





One 


some 


spot as_ grosser$ 
although performances not 
sellouts, last week’s takings up and 
gross well over $30,000 


‘Journeyman,’ Vanderbilt (4th 
week) (D-804-$3.30). Moved here 
Monday (21) from Hudson: restaged 
and clipped, but busine lowest on 

$2.000 estimated; ‘Who's Who’ 
lue here next week 

‘Many Mansions,’ 44th Street (18! 
week) (D-1,323-$3.30). Perks up 

me weeks, then 11ps dow! de pile 
length of tay Is doubtful of elimi- 
nating red: $5,500 last week. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Music Box 
| (14th week) (D-1,019 $3.30). Slipped 
last week, though still earning oper- 


+ 


ating profit; gross 
|000 mark. 


slightly o 


ver $10,- 


‘On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre 
| (4th week) (D-1,019-$3.30). Climbed 
to standee attendance late last week 
and looks like standout of new are 
} rivals: quoted at $16,000 
| ‘Our Town,’ Morosco (4th week) 
| (D-961-$3.30). Steady boxoffice sell- 

ng: moved here from Miller last 
week; business picked up as expect- 


led and rather strong at $12.090. 
‘Once Is Enough,’ Miller (2d week) 


| (C-944-$3.30). Drew rather good 
press and business promising; in 
first seven performances takings ap- 


proached $12,000 mark. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (41st week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Has been approxi- 
| mating $9,000; sometimes over that 
mark and sometimes less; still mak- 
| ing money, however. 

‘Reosty,’ Lyceum. Yanked Satur- 
day (19): played one week to small 
| money after weak press; ‘How to Get 
| Tough About It? may move in from 
| Beck. 


‘Shadow and Substance,’ Golden 
(Sth week) (D-789-$3.30). Getting 
nearly all house will hold at the 


scale, with takings around $13,500; 
| demand helped by limited capacity. 
‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (21st 
week) (CD-1,106-$3.30). Missed one 
performance because of star’s (Gere 
(Continued on page 63) 


WASH. HIGHBROWS GIVE 
MERCURY’S ‘CAESAR’ 126 


Washington, Feb. 22. 

Intelligentsia turned out for Orson 
Welles’ roadshow company in ‘Julius 
Cuesar,’ although big take was pre- 
vented by talk that touring com- 
pany was not up to level of Broad- 
way’s and fact that many of smart 
set had caught it in Big Town. 
Critics all went overboard, only crit- 
icisms centering on individual opin- 
ions of various players and they be- 
ing overshadowed by praise for idea. 

Current at Cap’s sole legit stand is 
full week of Cornelia Otis Skinner 
in ‘Edna, His Wife,’ which bids to 
equal traditional Skinner biz here. 
‘I Am My Youth’ debuts week of 
Feb. 28 and return of ‘Brother Rat’ 
skedded week of March 7. 

Estimate for This Week 

‘Julius Caesar,’ National (1,698; 
$2.75). Roadshow company and 
trekking of smart set to Broadway 
over the holidays hurt some, but 
Shakespeare addicts and _ curious 
turned out for approximately $12,000, 








‘Dick 2d’ $12,000, St. Loo; 
| Abbey Players Current 


St. Louis, Feb. 22. 
Gross garnered by Maurice Evans 
in ‘Richard II’ in eight performances 
ending Saturday (19), at the Ameri- 
|can Theatre, was above the five fig- 
| ure mark but was not up to the man- 
|}agement’s expectation. It might have 
been that the $3.36 top, five days of 
rain. snow and sleet and fading in- 
| terest in all things Shakespearean by 
natives contributed to the disappoint- 
iment. Local crix did their share to 
make the engagement a success. 
Only one show, ‘Tonignt at 8:30,° 
has collected less than $10,000 during 
eason which has put 
ick on the lezit map 


bevan a w tand 





he curren‘ 
e te ’ bi. 
Abhey P n 
(20) 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Richard ity American (1,707: 
Profitable but the mi: 


vers CeOy 


‘Take I $16,500, Week 
At St. Paul, Madison 


Madison, W i 99 

! t ipe of! Y ul Can't rT | It 
) i played a two-day envagee 

at the Parkway here ] Frie- 

d Sat y (18-19), after hit- 

q } aul thy 5 + } ( the 

f (5 { | iv 
{ } e 
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60 VARIETY 


Plays 








THE INNOCENT PARTY 


London, Feb. 11. 
acts by H. M. Harwoo! 
Presented by O'Bryen 


Comedy in two 
end Laurence Kirk. 


Linnit & Dunfee Produced by Meuri 
Colbourne, at the St. James’, Lona 
Adela Denmnison......cccccees Alison Pickard 
Laurita Rintham......ccece, Marvy Follis 
Fulinge Cornfeldt...cccesescses Ls ' Radford 
Peter Kingham ere Ter ( Parker 
Goodman ia gardener)......Howell Davies 
Charles (a butler).....-+«. Henry Thompson 
Dorothy Clark Loeeen ees il eth Al 
Augus ia chauffcur)..........Jack La er 
‘Innocent Party’ made » of 
brilliantly witty remarks, surrounded 
by a familiar formula Interest 1 
sustained mainly by the inimitable 
hisirionic artistry. of Cecil Parker as 
an English gentleman, married to a 
Spanish woman, who is frantic with 
nim on account of his imperturo- 
ability. Always master of himeelf, 
he never gives any outward indica- 
tion that he is perturbed, even wnen 
his wife t him she is not sure 


ells 
whether she is in love with a v-sit- 
ing American, and suggesis la 
live in the house with them so that 
she can decide for herself. 

Basil Radford is the American and 


‘ling from 


LEGITIMATE 














Abroad 


| affair with his wife, and himself gets 
| killed. 


| Pretty 


well concealed is the fact 


inhibitions and incipient 
| mania due, she claims, to being stifled 
lin the village among a lot of other 
| people's troubles and not having 
| been able to express her own life. 

| Horrified and overcome at the 
police disclosure of the guilty person, 
the brother is spared the ignominy of 
her arrest through her sudden death, 
after an outburst in which 
ried to explain her pent-up feelings. 


she 


+ 


Gripping and interesting to those 
who like strong fare—but scarcely a 
light note to relieve the gloom. Al- 


most perfect casting, from the yokels 


in their Sunday best at church, to the 
poignant little sewing woman, who 
cannot face the accusing eyes of her 
neighbors. Margaret Yarde, as the 
sister, a bit too boisterous for the 
role. One gets the impression she is 


not as repressed as she claims to be. 


| A quieter handling of the characwr | 


might prove more convincing. Clem. 


| KETTEN EGYEDUL 


does well. Mary Ellis, as the wife, | 

despite all efforts at forensic out-| (‘Iwo People Alone’) 
breaks, is not the best select’on fo1 Budapest, Feb. 12. 
the role. Nature has not endowed Farce in three acts by Janos Vaszary 
her with that form of dramatic abil- \ M } I cane ie alas haiti 
ity. Elizabe‘h Allan has an incon- , (Pre a Saabs 
sistently drawn characterization of aj vie Miklos Hajmassy 
gold-digg'n* typist, requisitioned to} weaiter..... veceeeeseTivadar Hiliesy 
provide divorce evidence. She is| Newspaper Read Poeeseceeee Miklos Pataky 
alternately mercenary and_ senti-| —_—_— 
mental. | This farce would be very amusing 


Dialog, in turn, shocks and mildly 
amuses. Authors might, however, 
have dug up a few more contempo- 
raneous American exvressions 


said a mouthful.’ 


First-night audience more than 


ordinarily amused and it is an even) 


chance piece will succeed. Jolo, 


POISON PEN 


London, Feb. 12. 
Drama in three acts by Richard Llewel- 
lyn, presented by Emess Productions, Ltd. 
Produced by A. Gardner Davies. At Im- 


bassy theatre, London, 

Colonel Cashelton............ Fdgar Norfolk 
Mrs. Cashelton........ Constance Anderson 
Inspector Colciough...,...... .Neville Brook 
Rev. John Rainrider..... Walter Fitzgerald 
Phryne Rainrider........... Margaret Yarde 
Mr. Fullergrave-Rees....... Roddy Hughes 
BAM TAIN. 6c csvccccoccess Richard Newton 
Feose Rainrider, ..ccoccccceces.. Cleely Eve 
Mrs. Colclough........ Beatriz Fielden-Kavye 
a eee Pe Pree ee .-Ida Teather 
BPERICOI TECTL MOGs 6 ci ccccvacisceed Tack Allen 
Bers, FECTOORIG c ccccccccsece Empsie Bowman 
ie CORN 6 6054040400000 96005 Kaye Seely 


- a | 
Village drama of a vicious anony- | 


mous letter writer, who causes two 
untimely deaths before being 


masked. If the theme is not too 


dramatically old-fashioned, could be | 


turned film 
story. 
months ago, the story has been over- 
hauled and additional tragic situa- 


tions injected. 


Local vicar is a widower, whose 
buxom, bright sister has kept house 
for him and brought up his daughter. 
He tries to keep faith alight in the 
hearts of the different victims of 
these venomous communications, but 
first the little seamstress is hounded 
to suicide by gossiping; then a second 
death results when a young farmer 
goes to shoot the grocer whom, he 
has been told, has been having an 


into a fairly powerful 


and | 
not resorted to the vintage of ‘you | 


Tried out at Richmond a few | 


as a cabaret one-acier, but grows 
| very dull because one hilarious com- 
edy situation is drawn out for three 


acts. 

Marie Lazar is 
|romantic wife of a long-suffering 
commonplace bookkeeper. She falls 
in with a mysterious stranger, who 
turns out to be a most unromantic 
| bank clerk, her husband's colleague. 
| At the small 
| they meet, 
his colleague’s love affair, not sus- 
pecting that the glamorous stranger. 
whom he propels into the young 
mans arms, is his own wife. 


the incorrigibly 


credited to the cast. Maria Lazar, 
with a real sense of humor, capital- 
izes as the hysterical young wife. 
| Toerzs, who plays everything from 
i‘Richard III,’ to burlesque, lends 
| human features to the blind and 
|eomplacent husband. A lazy and 
|impudent waiter is very well acted 
| by Bilicsy. A success, though prob- 
ably only local. Jacobi. 


Alte Liebe Rostet Nicht 


un-| 


(‘Old Love Is Mellow’) 


Berlin, Feb. 12. 





| Comedy in three acts by Guglielmo Gian- 
|nini. Adapted from Italian by Roly Bock. 
| Directed by Jurgen von Alten, Settings, 
| Heinz Daniel, At Die Komodie, Berlin. 
PEUIRA . FROGS las 6 5.5:0.00604054000%029 Ida Wust 
Marquis di Mormio....,.e... Otto Stoeckel 
Felice Acciati..cccccsec eoeeekranz Arzdorf 
AMMINA..ccccescecece cooccecseseiae Sessak 
PIUUPPG 6626s boc cseceeseses Hans Kuhlewein 
ATIO. sc ccccece eocccernccecces Heinz Wemper 
This bright and breezy comedy 





| by the Italian Guglielmo Giannini 
| has just the frothy charm to guar- 
jantee its success. Adaptation has 
been ably done by Roly Bock. 
Entire action takes place on the 
‘terrace of the chateau where Rosita 








We are possessed solely and 


famous musical composition 
melody thereof). 
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the culprit is the vicar’s sister, suffer- | 


has | 


lakeside resort where | 
it’s the husband who aids | 


However, the laughs are not due} 
!to the comic situation but are to be| 





| Rossi, celebrated ex-ballerina, has 
been living in seclusion with her 
lover, the Marquis di Mormio. Inter- 
est gets under way with the an- 
nouncement by Annina, the maid, 
that it won't be long now before the 
patter of little tootsies will be heard. 
A liaison between her and the Mar- 
quis is hinted. Annina swears not to 
have the least idea how, where, nor 
with whom it all occurred. Rosita, 
to the chagrin of her whole family, 
not only proceeds to take care of her 
|pet maid till the stork drops round, 
but even offers reward to the father 
| if he will put in an appearance and 
}make an honest woman of Annina. 
|Funny scene follows when both 
chauffeur and butler try to get in on 
paternity and the dough. 


Felice Acciati, Ros.ta’s 


| 
| 


Wednesday, February 





23, 


195 
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Plays 


A , 


on Broadway 





the passages are 
entire group and are 
Mars their clarity 
force. 
Hobe. 


chorus, much of 
given to the 
read in unison. 
and lessens tneir dramatic 





grasping | 


nephew, files a petition to have his 
aunt put under guardianship, thus 
taking the fortune from under her | 


control. Grounds being that the 
marqu who is living there under 
the guise of an adminiscrator, 1s In 
reality only a gigolo squandering 

riches An _ investigation, 


Rosita’s 
I reveals that Rosita is ac- 


however, 


tually in debt and that the marquis | 
had been paying them off with roy- | 


alties from a secretly written book. 
Much looked for father turns out to 
{be no other than the nephew who 
gets the bum’s rush. The marquis 
pops the question to Rosita and she 
accepts, 

The love scenes between these two, 
for whom youth is well beyond re- 
call, are exceptionally well direcied, 
skirting nicely what could easily 
have become either offensive or Just 
plain maudlin. 

Hilde Sessak 


registers feebly as 


the maid, with the blame going, how- | 


ever, to the author for bad scripting 
of the part. Whatever weaknesses 
there are in casting are only in the 
minor parts and hardly slacken the 
peppy tempo of the production. 


HAJNALI VENDEG 


(‘Dawn Customer’) 


Budapest, Feb. 8. 

| Drama in three acts (five se nes) by 

I odo Directed by Ert Tarnay 
At the Vig nhaz, Budapest 

Mar Per pT ee err rer eer err hi me 

Nick TROT Te ee ee ee Imre Rada 

| Princess Lydia....ccccescess Maria Sulvok 

Somlay 


| Count Geszthy..seeeeeeeeeres Arthur 
Istvan hovacs..... Ssomlo 

‘Dawn Customer’ is another ex- 
ample of the proverbially clever but 
| superficial craftmanship of Hungar- 
ian dramatists. One of the secrets of 
this recipe is fitting out a wildly im- 
probable story with a wealth of au- 
thentic, well-observed and cleverly 
| rendered detail. 





*. 
| Fodor does this very well in the 


| first scene, a sixth-rate cafe, where 
!Count Nicky, a _  good-for-nothing 


young aristocrat, finishes a wild night 
{and presents Manci, the cloakroom 
girl, with a diamond-studded cigaret- 
|case in a moment of drunken emo- 
tion. The fairly authentic picture of 
slum depths continues in the second 
scene, where the girl tries to pawn 
the valuable case, but is suspected 
of theft and arrested. Nicky, who 
can’t set himself free from the 
bondage in which his’ shrewish 
fiancee holds him. denies any 
knowledge of the affair and leaves 
the poor cloakroom girl in the lurch. 
Her lawyer and faithful knight ap- 
plies to Nicky’s father, an eminent 
politician, noble and puritanical, who 
disapproves of his son. The old count 
takes up the girl’s defense before the 
court, proves her innocence and in- 
cidentally leads the son back to the 
straight path, and then gives his 
blessing to the union of the young 
lawyer and the cloakroom girl, 
Performances are first-rate. Lili 
Murat, as the cloakroom girl, is mov- 
ing; Maria Sulyok js an objection- 
able vamp, and Somlay, in the part 
of politician and champion of truth. 
is really fine. A number of small 
| character parts are admirably cast. 
Jacobi. 














| Dennis King for ‘Angel’; 
Henri Garat to Europe 


| Henri Garat will not take the 
| Singing juve lead in Dwight Deere 
| Wiman’s forthcoming ‘I Married an 
| Angel.’ Instead, Dennis King will 
| fill the role. 

Producer and Garat could not get 
| together on a starting date for the 
| show, so the actor dropped the deal 
|afier four weeks of dickering. 





| Actress Passes 100 


Phoenix, Ariz., Feb. 22. 

Mrs. Edwin Wight, who as Carrie 
Novarre spent 42 years behind the 
footlights, celebrated her 100th 
birthday last Wednesday (16), 

She was performing for the Union 
soldiers in a camp at Nashville. 
Tenn., at the time President Lin- 
coln was shot. 


HENRIETTA ADLER’S BATH 

Henrietta Jacobson (Henrietta Ad- 
ler), Yiddish actress, living at tie 
Union Square Hotel, filed a volun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy Monday 
(21) in N. Y, federal court, listing 
her liabilities at $1,264 and no assets. 

Biggest creditor is 





the estate of 





Sigmund Schwartz for 





$551. 


He 


Y 
Dram: 


t Guild of N } Staged N las 





‘Murder in the Cathedral! '‘°s:’ 


Was Like a Continent | 
1 1 tw acts » scenes) I 





Geraldine Kay, too, as + 





maestro’s wife, is pleasing. A ms 

(Continued from page 58) form and two peculiarly shaped ap. 

fairs at each side of the stave sug. 

palpably faulty, however, in the| gest a set. oe 
reading of the chorus speeches. In- 
stead of having the lines taken al- 
ternately by various women of the 


2,833 FIP SHOWS DRAW 
1,043,478 MONTHLY 





Washington, Feb, 22 
Proof of WPA boxoffice appea 


is 

lisclosed last week in a summary pu} 

out by the Government relief agency 

|covering two years of its accom. 
plishments in various fields 

Federal Theatre project has pro. 


| duced 1,501 shows during the per d 
| the 


survev showed, ZLlViInNg an ay er 
of 2,833 performances a month 


age #00. 1 
in all parts of the country. 


Avera 
of 1,043,478 individuals attend WI 
productions each month—an 
ance of more than 


A 
attend. 
2,500,000 a year, 





Detroit, Feb, 292 


Detroit Federal Theatre's next 
dramatic production, opening a 
week’s run March 1 in the Cinema 


theatre, will be Shaw’s ‘Arms and 
the Man.’ Verner Haldene will di- 
rect, with Alma Brock 
Rawlings in leading roles. 
costumes by James Doll. 


and 


Sets and 


Local project is now permanently 
established in the Cinema, under 
the managing: directorship of Her- 
bert Ashton, Jr., assistant national 
director of Federal theatres, with 
Gordon Fairclough as administrative 


| assistant here. 
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Try-out Guild's first effort in a 
downtown N. Y. theatre is the first 
to be put on by this cooperative 
group with Equity approval, mem- 
bers of the company owning shares 
in the play, in lieu of salary. The 
Roosevelt is above the former Na- 
tional Winter Garden on the lower 
East Side. 

The play was withdrawn Sunday 
(20) after four performances. In- 
tention is to bring it to an uptown 
theatre next week after cast 
changes, under a management and at 
a theatre to be announced. 

‘Continent’ is one of the 
plays produced in some time. How- 
ever, it doesn’t succeed in saying 
very much. Much of dialog is tor- 
tuous and obscure. While play has 
some originality, it’s unlikely to have 
any draw, with the possible excep- 
tion of the arty bunch, It’s all in 
blank verse. 

Almost every type of idea, which 
might arouse human conflict, with 
the exception of sex, is personalized, 
as in the Elizabethan morality plays. 
In the first act, these characters 
hold a convention and discuss what's 
wrong on earth. Second act has 
four of them visiting an orchestra 


some 


talkiest 


gets into conflicts with his intimates. 
His idea is to invent a machine 
which will displace musicians and 
give music to the masses. Hurt by 


on another’s shoulder, as a result of 
which he shoots his brother and kills 
himself, 

Following the clash of the ideas, 
one of the characters survives the 
general mixup. Simplicity, the un- 
important one, survives to say in an 
epilog that the world must be re- 
populated with different kind of folk. 

Acting is fair enough with Marcus 
Mensch impressive as the ‘Idea of 


leader, who gives up all his normal | 
human relationships as a result, and | 








Lois Fletcher Leaves 
FTP for Agency Spot 


Hollywood, Feb, 22 

Lois Fletcher has resigned from 
the Federal Theatre Project after 
three years as field agent for the 
southern and eastern divisions. Will 
enter the Hollywood talent and play 
agency field as an associate of the 
David Chudnow office. 

During her stay with FTP, Miss 


| Fletcher worked directly under Mrs. 





his lack of attention, his wife weeps | 





Hallie Flanagan on plays and talent 


Ready Coast ‘Boy’ 

Coast company of ‘Golden Boy’ 
will be readied shortly and presented 
by Homer Curran, in association 
with Sam H. Grisman, who will 
operate under a royalty arrangement 
with the Group Theatre. 

‘Boy,’ one of the standouts of the 
Broadway season, is current at the 
Belasco, N. Y. Group planned a 
Chicago company, but set it back 
indefinitely, 
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Choose glossy Patent to add zest to your 
new Spring costumes. Choose I. Miller Patent 
leathers, because they are so soft and 
flexible. that your step is as light as air. 
Sandal in black, brown or blue patent 
or” Parisand” calf; also high heel 12.75 


562 FIFTH AVE. 450 FIFTH AVE. 49 W. 34 ST. 1552 BWAY 
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Broadway 





Nick Holde to Havana. 

Harry Romm loafing in Florida. 

Songwriters Guild planning first 
penefit. 

y. Frank Freeman suffering from 
laryngitis. 

Margaret Perry Ft .ck from Ber- 
muda short vacash. 

Joan Brooks back today (Wednes- 
day) from Rio cruise. 

Buddy De Sylva in from Coast to 
atiend funeral of father. 

Bill Corum and Quentin Reynolds 
to the Coast on assignments, 

Eddie Davis, on winter vacation, 
will visit Giants at Hot Springs. 

Reorganizeu Paradise nitery now 
on a no cuv or no minimum basis. 

Jimmie Woods, fiddler with Horace 


Heidt’'s band, will be a father in 
June. 

John Roy, nead man of the Rain- 
pow Room, back from a Bermuda 


vacash. 


Harry Rubin, Paramount projec- 


tion executive, laid up with rheu- 
matism. 

Irwin Dash, London music pub, 
returning here around March 15 on 


new song hunt. 

Ed Saulpaugh, formerly with Max 
Gordon, now with Jam Handy com- 
mercial filmers. 

Perley Boone, World’s Fair adver- 
tising-publicity chief, off on three- 
week vacation. 

Morris Gest quoted as saying vaude 
nut comic Charley Kemper would be 
ideal King Lear, 

Robert Greenblatt elected secre- 
tary of Cavalcade Pictures, formerly 
with Educational. 

Harold Rome and Charles Fried- 
man to Florida to write a new mu- 
sical for Max Gordon. 

Lee Morse planes in from Detroit 


this week to record for Decca. Re- 
turns same day, same way. 
Frank Lawton and Evelyn Laye, 


seen around together of late, refutes 
reports of any matrimonial split. 

James Macfarland, formerly with 
Rivoli and United Artists, now do- 
ing exploitation for World Pictures. 

Frances White, yesteryear musical 
comedy star, best known for her 
‘Mississippi,’ opens at Bill’s Gay 90's 
next week. 

Maury Greenwald was separated 
from his appendix Saturday (19) at 
Physicians Hospital, Jackson Heights. 
Doing okay. 

Albert S. Nathan, formerly in 
press book department at Universal, 
doing special exploitation currently 
at Criterion. 

Hamilton Kennedy. British com- 
poser of cowboy and hillbilly tunes, 
returning to London March 1. Been 
here for a year. 

Mel Merkley (Mrs. Luke Ergott), 
press agent for Fred Waring, has 
been given leave of absence. She 
expects baby in June. 

Milton Bren, Hal Roach v.p., back 
to the Coast tomorrow (Thursday) 
after showing ‘Merrily We Live’ to 
the Metro home-office bunch. 

Almost all the Broadway p.a.’s in 
the nitery belt now ogling Hollywood 
as a scene for greener pastures, since 
things are so quiet hereabouts. 

Lynn and Nell Farnol go on a 
Mediterranean cruise March 2, ac- 
companied by Stephen Etnier and 
latter’s wife, Elizabeth, the novelist. 

Frank Cambria, former Public 
stager, happy in his retirement. 
Apart from his private business in- 
terests, he’s doing little in show biz. 

Success of Irish films at Squire 
theatre has John Dunne, former ad- 
vance man, talking a permanent 
Irish cinema house for midtown 
Betty Balfour (Mrs. Jimmy Camp- 
bell) got in Monday on the Queen 
Mary and entrained pronto to the 
Coast to meet her music publisher- 
husband. 

Jim Geller, William Morris 
agency’s story editor from the Coast, 
back to Hollywood the end of this 
week after a New York 0.0. William 
Morris, Jr., may go out shortly. 

Tino Rossi and his personal man- 
ager, Felix Marouani, also Mirelle 
Balin, ex-Metro importee and Rossi's 
fiancee, sailing back this week to 
Paris. Rossi got a brief NBC buildup 
while here. 

Chelle Janis, publicity-advertising 
head for Trans-Lux, was house guest 
of Dr. and Mrs. Royal S. Copeland 
in Washington over weekend. Went 
to capital city on biz connected with 

-L house there. 

Press Photographers’ ball drew 
Louis Sobol in a brown suit: Libby 
Holman in green eve glasses, Henry 
Armetta in a group of midgets, Toby 
Wing and Dick Merrill in an argu- 
mentative mood. 

The N. Y. Post's city ed fell in 
love with the new pop, ‘Thanks for 


the” Wan new ps 
ine Memory,’ so he commisioned 
Michael Mok, his Broadway re- 


Porter, to get up a 
who wrote it. 

Belle Baker, 
rently, telling 


full feature on 
why. how, etc. 

in Miami Beach cur- 
er friends that because 
Eli Sugarman, Billboard editor, who 
's husband of a few months, wants 
her to retire professionally. they may 
have to come to a parting of the 


ways. 
As a sequel to ‘Bei Mir Bist Du 
Schoen’ Sholom Secunda and Max 


and Nat Lief have turned out ‘Stop 
That Tune!" It's a switch on the 
Oldie, ‘I'd Like to Catch the Guy 


23, 








1938 





who Wrote Poor Butterfiy” Inci- 


; dentally, rhumba bands around town 


are now playing ‘Bei Mir’ in Latin 
tempo. 

Those mammoth Broadway niteries 
are discovering that they're a cinch 
for  Lullish dinner biz, but can’t get 
any worthwhile supper trade. After 
a show or a film, the customers just 
don’t want to see ancther extended 





revue. That goes for the Casa 
Manana and the International Ca- 
sino in particular. 
Honolulu - 
By Mabel Themas 
Lew Brice back for another visit. 





Howard Dietz and wife enjoyed | 
two weeks here. 
Adolph Ramish’s Palace theatre 


going up rapidly. 
Johnny Noble staged 
for Royal anniversary. 
Shirland Quinn home after spend- 
ing year abroad in production work. 
Sam Goldwyn while here consid- 
ered Hawalian production next year. 
Ray Kinney home gathering local 
talent for his N.Y. show. Leaves in 


production 


May. 

Lai Siu Shan, Chinese actor, and 
Sui Fei Fei in stock for one year 
here. 

June Travis with her dad, Harry 


Grabiner, of White Sox, and her ma 
here. 
Bill Keighley never left the beach 


once during his stay only to go 
home. 

Jessica Dragonette gave one con- 
cert to packed house. Thrilled lis- 
ieners. 

Jim Wahl and Mary Adams 
worked splendidly in Community’s 


‘Silver Cord.’ 


Palm Springs 


Mrs. Harry Houdini here garner- 
ing sunshine. 

Walter and Mrs. 
Colonial House. 

Lili Damita and Errol Flynn here 
for a week of tennis. 

Charles Butterworth giving Whit- 
ney Bourne swimming lessons. 

Townsend Netcher has taken a 
bungalow at the B-Bar-H ranch. 

Mrs. Arch Selwyn living at the El 
Mirador since fire damaged her des- 
ert bungalow, 

Capt. A. H. Hardy giving Sandra 
Gale and Mrs. Elsa Voss pointers on 
trick rifle and pistol shooting. 

Mrs. Charles Correll threw a shin- 
dig in honor of her mate, Andy, of 
Amos and Andy, on his birthday. 

Ben Bard brought a cast from his 
Hollywood house to present ‘Ghost 
Writer.’ Martin Mooney’s play, at the 
Plaza theatre. 

Al Wertheimer’s Dunes~ club 
closed for first time in years by pas- 
sage of Riverside County anti-gam- 
bling ordinance. 

Joseph Schenck’s house parties be- 
coming weekly affairs, the 20th-Fox 
boss usually pulling crowd of filmites 
on Friday afternoons. 


O'Keefe at the 





Chicago 


Bill Hollander to Coast. 

Louise Fitch's ma here for a visit. 

Bill Howard in to o.o, talent for 
RKO. 

Vaude agenis 
league. 

Al Waller here after long sojourn 
in England. 

Tommy Burchill 
pneumonia. 

Mickey Bond joining the parade of 
playwrights. 

Quin Ryan on Florida island for 
tanning and sailfishing. 

J. C. Stein nixed some old-time 
English prints, as not being authen- 
tic. 

Katie Cuff back to Syracuse for a 
month's convalescing from double 
pneumonia. 

Lou Goldberg, Major Bowes’ unit 
chieftain, here last week as a stop- 
over on his tour of key spots to book 
a couple of new units. Continued on 


Phiiadelphia 


By Herb Golden 


readying bowling 


recuping from 





Skip Weshner in Florida. 

Connie McGlynn in hospital. 

Oscar Neufeld in hospital fo. 
and repairs. 

Max Miller now p. a.ing for Bill 
Goldman chain. 

El! Brendel. Jr., back in town after 
visit to father on Coast. 

Charley Segall and Jay 
back from Southern trips. 

Showmen’'s Club now) running 
dances and entertainment every Fri- 
day. 

Joe McArdle dined by 


rest 


Emanuel 


friends on 


taking over Hotel Walton manage- 
ment. 

Ben Biben, brother of Harry 
Biben. plussed to sales org otf Na- 


tional Theatre Supply. 

Harry Bodkin, of UA. and William 
Mansell. WB, head Will Rogers Me- 
morial Drive in this territory 

Elwood Carey on first vacash from 
Anchorage management in five 
vears. Plugging quail in South 
Carolina. 

Judge Arthur James, GOP guber- 
natorial candidate formerly in film 
biz. now connected with amusement 
co. in Plymouth, Pa. 




















London 


Henry Cotton teaching Noel Cow- 
ard golf. 


The Dolinoffs applying for British 
citizenship. 


Bob Ritchie in a nursing home for | 


minor operation. 

Georgie Harris doing 
broadcasts for the BBC. 

Kendall Capps, Jr., studying medi- 
cine at St. Louis university. 

Phil Rich sails for Hollywood to 
play a Chie Sales role for RKO. 

‘In Old Chicago’ goes into the Tiv- 
oli March 8, with Arthur Jarrat. 

Cnarles Cochran has resigned as 
managing director of Albert Hall 

Buddy Rogers writing long epistles 
to Arthur Dent, asking him tio come 
over. 

Harry Ham, head of Myron Selz- 
nick London office, back from Holly- 
wood. 

Tamara Geva giving a 
hand to Raymond Massey in direct- 
ing ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

Carrol Levis and Argyle Films 
conferring about a picture to star the 
Canadian Major Bowes. 

The Dolinoffs and Raya Sisters 
postponing their American trip from 
next month to next fall. 

Thornton Freeland has signed con- 
tract with Alexander Korda for one 
year, starting next month. 

Sid Phillips, Jack Hylton arranger, 
back from the States where he went 
at the instigation of Irving Mills. 

Charles Cochran’s next Trocadero 
restaurant floor show opens April 8, 
and will be titled ‘Going to Town.’ 


two 


Martinus Poulsen dickering with 
the Yacht Club Boys to make an- 


other return to the Cafe de Paris in 
June. 

Arthur (‘Pennies from Heaven’) 
Johnston doing the song numbers in 
Mayflower Pictures’ ‘St. Martin’s 
Lane.’ 

Nat Ayer, former American com- 
poser, now naturalized here, in bank- 
ruptcy proceedings. Liabilities, 
$7.000. 

Rheinhardt and Crappely, origi- 
nally of Paris niteries, wanted by 
Meiro and Warners for Hollywood 
picture. 

Greta Keller only continental ar- 
tiste recording for Parlophone in 
three languages, English, French and 
German, 

Will Fyffe to play the Owen Nares’ 
role in the film adaptation of ‘They 
Came by Night,’ Barre 
stage play. 

Jimmie Hutcheson, head of pub- 
licity of Associated British Pictures, 
now in similar capacity with May- 
flower Pictures. 

Metro will show first English-pro- 
duced picture, ‘Yank at Oxford,’ in 
charity performance sometime in 
April, at Empire. 


Lyndon’s | 


more | 


ithe Thin 


helping | 





June Knight will not be in the | 
new Firth Shepherd musical, ‘Wild 
Oats.’ Wants $1.500 per, with Shep- 


herd offering $1,000. 

Will Mahoney to do another pic- 
ture here, but only on condition Wil- 
liam Beaudine, who did his last one, 
is brought back again. 

Mat McKeigue handling ‘Disap- 
pearing Ray,’ Viennese _ novelty, 
which Arthur Jarratt has booked in 
Gaumont-British houses. 

Mills Bros. off to Scandinavia on 
flying concert tour. Wil! do three 
weeks of one-night stands in Nor- 
way, Sweden and Denmark. 

Report here from Australia that 
Wallace Parnell, over there pro- 
ducing vaudeville units for Frank 
Neil. is down with kidney trouble. 

Emile Boreo off to Paris to buy 
world rights of Chauve Souris, which 
he can secure for $2,500. Likely to 
open in London with company of 28, 
headed by hemself. 

As a reprisal to the threatened 
banning of actors playing in legit and 
doubling in films, film companies are 
talking of countering with a ban on 
stage work while filming. 

Patricia Wallace, daughter of Ed- 
gar Wallace, is writing a melodrama 
based on some of the plots in her 
father’s novels. If it turns out, 
Drury Lane will produce it. 

Harry Green has the English rights 
to a series of American books never 
published here, and they are to be 
issued at the rate of one a week, 
commencing in April, at 12c. each. 


Phyllis Stanley to play her first 
film role for Pathe Pictures, sub- 
sidiary of Associated British Pic- 
tures. Will feature in ‘Night Alone,’ 


a filming of a former West End play. 

Mitty Golden (Rottenberg & Gold- 
en) dickering with Laure] and Hardy 
to play a season at the Mogador, 
Paris. Only holdup is agency wants 
exclusive European booking on the 
stars 


Major Gell, director of Gaumont- 


British, and partner with Hyams 
Bros., has given up the treasureship 
of the Cinematograph Exhibitors’ as- 


sociation. Reason: he's a director of 
Screen Pools. 


Cinematograph soci- 


Exhibitors’ ad 


ation and Kinematograph Renters’ as- 


sociation in squabble. Disagreement 
due to KRS tabulation as t 
pictures should get percentage and 
which go on flat rental. 

Understood deal betweer 
Theatres Corp. and Charle 
anent Leicester Square theatre going 
over to vaudeville, with George 
Black in charge, fell through because 
Woolf wanted more than 50‘) of the 
profits, although he complied with 
$2.000 rental arrangement. 

Frances Day. former American 
chowgirl, has filed suit for divorce 
against Beaumont Alexander, also 


cn 


General 





Woolf | 


‘ormerly an American, after years of 
separation. Alexander was manag- 
ing director of Princess restaurant 
and cabaret when he met Miss Day, 
but is now out of show business. 
Miss Day starred in several musicals 
nere. 


Berlin 
Walter : 
Paris. 


Gieseking concerting § in 
Costa Milona, Greek tenor, singing 
at the Peoples’ opera 
Bernardino Molinari 
Berlin Philharmonic 
‘Saratoga’ (Metrwu) 
Man’ at the 


batoning the 
here, 

replaces ‘After 
Marmorhaus, 


Myrtle Leonard, uf New York 
ing a song recital at the Bechstein- 
saal 

Heinz Bolten-Bacckers, pioneer in 
German films died unexpectedly 
at 66 


Heinrich Oberlaender 
‘The Big and Little Love,’ 
n Switzerland 


vacashing 


A new production of ‘Fidelio’ at 
the State opry under the baton of 
Hermann Abendroth. 

Hilde Hildebrand signed for one 
of the leads in the Tobis film, “The 
Dav After the Divorce.’ 

Sasha Guitry’s ‘Story of a Swin- 
dler’ such a success herve tha’ a Ger- 
man dubbing is under way. 

Karin Hardt in the title role of 
Barry Connor’s ‘Patsy’ is. playing 
suest engagements in Dresden and 


Leipzig. 

Hermann Roth, teacher at the fa- 
mous Berlin Conservatory of Music, 
died sollowing an attack of tonsilitis. 
He was 56. 

Curt Goetz, back from London, has 
started rehearsals for his _ play, 
‘Ingeborg,’ to preem soon at the Kur- 
furstend:m theatre. 

Karl May’s famous stories of the 
American Redskins to be performed 
this summer at the open air theatre 
at Rathen, near Dresden. 

‘Hamlet’ to have its first 
performance in Germany this sum- 
mer at the historic Roemersberg 
square, Frankfort-on-Main. 


Omaha 


By Jehn Quinn 


open air 


Weather finally got around to be- 
ing real winter with zero and snow. 
Local IATSE taking business office 
quarters on south side of film row. 
Carl Krumrei directing remodeling 
Film 


and theatre row got happy 

at Variety Club’s annual Valentine 

party, first under new prexy, Walt 
Green. 

Johnny Harms new booker at 


Mono exchange replacing Matt Roz- 
gay, now carrying portfolio on road 
for outfit. 

Mort Singer, Brandeis owner, in 
town last week for visit with brother 
Will. Reported biz up over same 
period of 1937. 

W. W. Troxell and Bill Miller orig- 
innted contest plan to replace draw- 
ings and giveaways recently out- 
lawed in state. 

Warners exchange installed in tem- 
porary quarters block east of per- 
manent building which is undergoing 
remodelling and air-conditioning. 

Sub-zero weather delaying open- 
ing of construction work on A. A. 
Brown's new theatre at 36th and 
Farnam. Set for March 1 now. Two 
other sites under consideration for 
construction by other parties. 

John Quinlan, Brandeis assistant 
manager, treated himself to five-mile 
walk at 5 a. m. one morning last 
week in Minneapolis where he was 
visiting home folks. Taxi and trol- 
ley strike had just got under way. 


| One H’wood Buy | 








(Continued from page 57) 


approach the money so expended 
last season or other seusons in re- 
cent years. 

There is still no evidence of a 


trend against buying rights to Broad- 
way shows. Reason ascribed is that 
most of the season's plays have 
doubtful elements so far as picturiza- 
tion is concerned. Holiywood still 
objects to the contract between the 
Dramatists Guild and the managers 
which has been operative for the 
second season. Argued that if Ho -- 


wood is laying off buys in retaliation, 


that would more logically have ap- 
nlied to jJast season 
While there are some deals pe. 1- 
iz for current standouts, t e 
doubt expressed ove! ne 
now crip ( f VM h cn } ave DNCer) 
re Ie itinized by tudio 
epresentative 
Dearth of § filn ( mn for picture 
rights li GQouvitie be Kee \ felt 
alon Bre va Produce 
count on picture rights to more than 
counte alance§ Josse or add to 
profits Authors, too, have loo ed 
j to the Coast ; a life-saver when 
| plays fail to click and for rea igar 
ifor successes Under the author 
contract they receive 60‘; of such 
| mone y. with the manage on tne 
t short end of the share. 


giv- | nh 


author of | 


| nossibility of 
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amare a a a mE 
Claude Rains bedded by flu. 
Lois January out of hospital 
Miriam Hopkins in from N, Y 
Lorva Stephenson in from London. 


Bud Lollier studying law at night. 
Al Lichtman here fo. 


Metro hude- 


dles. 

Robert Paige discharged from hose 
pital. 
| Dick Foran bob-sledding at Yose- 
| mite. 


James Stewart will 


Mexico. 


Vacation in 





Eddie Mannix celebrated another 
| birthday. 
John Balaban, Chicago, here for 


two weeks. 
John Barrymore bedded by cold on 
is birthday. 
Bernard Seige] 
neart attack. 
Oliver Hinsdell le 
| Washington 
Constance 
observation, 
| Gene Fowler: 
Harry Brand. 
Reginald Denny going for an 
white manse. 


recuperating alter 


Worth hospitalized for 


m.c.’d party for 


down with sinus. 
Spencer Tracy entered hospital for 
major operation. 
Anthony Averill has 
Santa Monica manse. 
Adrian, Metro’s designer, 
Toby, Manhattan stylist 
Clark Gable oiling shooting irons 
for Mexican hunting trip. 


Victor Fleming moved into a new 
| Bel-Air home. 

Burt McMurtie, of Music Corp. 
| 


gone for a 


hosting 


Jack Carson installing rifle range 
on his Big Bear acreage. 

Eleanor Powell preparing for 
Metro's ‘Hats in the Air.’ 


Harold Shumate and the missus at 
Palm Springs for four weeks 

Mrs. Donald Ogden Stewart open- 
ing an interior decorating shop. 

Carlos Niebla, Metro’s Mexico City 
manager, giving the studio the once- 
over, 

Barney Harris, prexy of Reval 
Films, Ltd., of Canada, scanning the 
Metro lot, 

Max Reichmann, European direc- 
tor, in from N. Y. and anchors here 
permanently. 

Isabel Dawn 
again at Metro 
N. Y. vacation. 

Victor Fleming planning European 
trip after he finishes directing ‘Test 
Pilot’ for Metro, 

Maury Leonard, Chicago, B & K 
legal advisor, homeward bound after 
month on Coast. 

Ward Nyhus resigned post 
Pat Casey at Hays office to 
Small Co. agency. 

George Brent planes to N. Y. as 
soon as he completes his role in 
Warner’s ‘Lovely Lady.’ 

Ed Hatrick, Cosmopolitan Produc- 
tions head, in from N. Y. for con- 
ferences with W. R. Hearst. 

Peter Tinturin and Jack Lawrence, 
Republic tunesmiths, have leased 
ranchos in the San Fernando Valley. 

Mary Astor and Manuel del Campo 
celebrated first anniversary of mar- 
riage with second honeymoon at 
Palm Springs. 

Madeline Carroll suffered severe 
bruises when caught by falling tim- 
bers during filming of a scene tor 
Walter Wanger’s ‘The River Is Blue.’ 

Bryan Foy named by Texas gov- 
ernor as commodore in non-existent 
Texas navy, in recognition of his ef- 
forts in behalf of Texas Pan-Ameri- 
can expo. 





and Boyce DeGaw 
writing desks after 


with 
join 





Sydney 

Right now Yankee pictures have 
the top place in all acers, 

Shirley Ann Richards on personals 
for British Empire Films. 

Tremendous crowds in Sydney for 
the 150th Anniversary Celebrations. 
_ British pic, ‘Wings of the Morn- 
ing,’ and one Yankee, ‘Thin Ice,’ are 
grossing tremendously in all spots 
plaved. 

Expected that Hoyts will have some 
more nabe theatres in operation be- 
fore very long in New South Wales 
and Victoria. 

Sir Ben Fuller has decided ot per- 
sonally view flesh before importing 
for playing in this territory. Floppo 
of the Montague unit brought this 
decision. 

Republic films hitting the screens 
here again after an absence of some 
months. ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ plaved Greater Union's Capi- 
tol and pulled nice biz. 

‘Balalaika’ is repeating Melbourne 
success here for Williamson-Tait. 





| Show will go out on the road later 

| for same management. Robert Hal- 

\liday and Margaret Adam ure 

| starred. 

| Next winter should see a further 

'boom in wrestling, grunte: being 
nported from America. Last a- 


mn proved a veritable gold mine for 
the promoters in Sydney, Melbourne 


Theatre tuking 
avers to boost 
ond and third 


j attraction Even se 


are coppin nace 
Laplenty Eric Lane, ne wly apy nted 
le xploiteer, believes in the slash stuff. 
Arrival of Arthur Loew here in 
|} April being eagerly awaited in trade 
circles Exnected that Loew will 
look over field regarding the 
quota production for 
Metro. Also expected that Loew will 
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Carneys Crack Open 
Season on Coast 


VARIETY 


NO N. Y. STATE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
et : ad Southern California's carnival 
‘Continued from page 37) Each does two solos on the half-hour 1er season is already under way, with S 
h icy Snathbe saeiane sunt toteoe cheat sVUY, 9 |three outfits showing in the area, 
ng i rogram, ’ : : e close. . , ; ca 
shouting the title of the prog ih Wie Cees ied Maeas fan including the White City Shows, 


ijjines of three most important 
eee to be heard on the blast, and 
concluding with ‘Peter Grant at the 


quarters), Jamborees_ reveal 


hood in its natural rather than in the } 


_ WMEX has taken the show over 
intact. On the stint caught (5), the 
pattern of production was in rare 
entertainment form. The _ plaintive 
warbling of O’Toole, “The Boy from 
ireland’ with just the right tinge of 
Erin brogue was standout in several 
solos and in his weekly informative 


voices which blend neatly into the 
dreainy pattern set up for the occa- 





child- | 











‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(llth week) (M-500; $2.75). Garment 
union players continue to fare well 
in the small theatre with satirical 
revue. 

‘A Fireman’s Flame,’ American 
Music Hall; old type meller in night 
spot. 





Dies in Florida 


which is now known as the Knicker- 
bocker The hotel was directly 


wife and a son, John L. Young, Jr. 
A home on thé néw pier was his 
domicile for years. It was known 
as ‘Number -One Atlantic Ocean,’ 
but he later lived ‘off shore,’ near 
Pleasantville. Young figured in the 
promotion of Long Beach, L. I., but 





now at San Fernando; Crafts 20 Big 
Shows at Indio and Siebrand Bros. 


Although the ‘Midland Mauler,’ as 


contendership ranks. It is also to be 
proven whether the kid can take it. 


Several times he appeared to be on | 


the ragged edge, particularly after 
being socked in the midsection. 

A sell-out is claimed for tonight's 
encounter, with Louis first quoted at 








COOCH OUT 


sion. Picadilly Circus at National City. 
Sa e!’ The Coorey lad may ; : : 
ine a vocal rater So Johnny Russ Canter handles the brief an- Hilderbrand’s United Shows, under 
e tk ; ; : ~s . s b i d d eaten ors a @- sa . a 
oe r the ‘ ‘ ¥ g ‘ — 
A Philip Morris cig page. After th nouncements at eginning and en the management of George Coe 
pone is under way, Coorey breaks and Lowell Riley is ae oe ee ca ; starts its season April 1 at Alham- 
e ‘ \ : ; — ‘ : "racuse : 
in now and then with headline cries. ts. Penn eee th SON, Serene Tees, : _ Syracuse, Feb. 18. 
Blurbs, opening, middle and clos- of Atlantic City amusement enter- SaaS eee State Agricultural Commissioner 
ing, are for a needle and braid com- | HENRY GINSBURG ORCHESTRA prises, and builder of the Million Holton V. Noyes, addressing the 
bination which, with a book of in- | Gechesten) and Veeal ’ ti age : ve | WINS BUT ;convention of State and County 
ctructions on how to make various | 30 Mins.—Local Dollar Pier, died in his winter home ; |Fair promoters this week, put the 
useful items for the _ P bes McMURTRY PAINT MFG. CO. at West Palm Beach, Fla., Feb. 15. } ban on use of further State funds 
vifts, is offered for $1. sponsor | Sunday, 8 p.m. He was 84 years of age FANS ARE SKEPTICAL to support these exhibitions, un- 
would do well to give the gee a | KOA, Denver : , le all midways cut on cooch girl 
: ‘ - : * > Jace a —_ . 2 ‘ f bs -_ close by a I W «i Lil { Pil 
cateny genet ge Be en — fee Bow Orchestra, directed by Henry Born in Absecon —_ y we shows and gambling. Noyes told 
oa te “Mail F dollar bill to Peter |Trustman Ginsburg, does good job.| resort, he served as life guard in By JACK PULASKI delegates to continue midways 
ad\ ising: hs 7 this elie * | Numbers selected not only to please summer and on the police force in Doc Jack Kearns. who was a big | booked, but to warn carney owners 
Grant, care. a dae a ale Gaile jthose liking the modern type of : ae ee ey, ee Sree a ee iow all girl s| ; 
At ae Editior and “Petes |music but those preferring the clas- | winter, deriving his title of Captain | shot fighting manager n the hev- | ve rad uP be i shows. | 
yell on ‘Alternoon = ic Koll. |sical. Tunes are generally light and | from the latter employment. day of Jack Dempsey and who has| +OUntY fairs lave in the past run 
Grant. : | plaved with verve. There’s a tenor ses iaacaties culate inn eal been coming back as a promoter | W!G@ open’ in the smaller towns; 
re |on the program, Russell Hollinger, He ee sah 7 a A ose ea a th around Detroit, was given a break | but State fair here in Syracuse al- 
FORREST WILLIS | that has a well modulated voice. In estate, a seoggent “ by the sports writers in New York | Ways has run under wraps. Also 
* Children’s Program pretenses a better program than out-of- profits of w ich ena rec him Oo g anent his claims concerning Jimmy | announced at convention that for 
60 Mins.—Local | towners would expect in Denver. into partnership with Stewart R. Adamick, a 22-year-old heavyweight | first time in history, State Fair here 
a MONTGOMERY WARD | Program opens with ‘Lady From|wecShea in the purchase of Apple-|¢7.“-™ “ “ se ee oo | Sveneesn ill r f Pits 
- Sn : . hat kee nea 9 : a from out that way His boy won |!" syracuse will run for two weeks, 
. Saturday, 8 a.m. Spain’ in a tempo that keeps ones | wate’s pier, which was renamed . eS . openings Aue 98%. De. Athext B 
WOKO, Albany hands away from the dials. v ’ 4 to which he added a from Harry Thomas, a trial horse | ©! - oe oe - pert Srown, 
s ¢ £ : ¢ . > ° S4¢e > a. , « P 2 ~ 7 « > , 
t Good children’s show Airing | Announcements handled in same Oe Ss er 1] rinl Prior to from the midwest, too, but the Gar- tees Fair manager, ruled all bingo, 
l ; § ‘ d = | ae ntre ¢ ller ink. ' ie a. . > ¢ ‘ —_ ‘ » 
t one interviews with and by | tempo as rest of program by Gilbert theatre and ro or <n gi den was lightly attended Friday (18), | @ rt-throwing and blanket gyping 
. — tae nina ct ‘om | Verba, and even though there are | that he built the first fireproof hote -obably because of the title contest | out this year. 
youngsters picked at random from ‘ ; 4 he rt probably because of the title ntest 
. tudio audience (in a parlor of Ten | several they are short and unob-|in the town opposite the plier, to hetween Joe Louis end Nathan | 
a st é a px : ; a 5s pars: pig — : ‘ Ouls & Nathi 
Evck Hotel, where station has head- | ‘PUsIv' Rose. which he also gave his name, but Mann, carded there for tonight (23). 


COLE BROS, START ON 


Redes aseee ' j he oe Kearns calls his kid, copped, both | 
precocious, exhibitionistic _ phase | N: Y. Legit Grosses | across the boardwalk from the pier. the fans and the sports saeets were | RINGLING BROS ROUTE 
wae Re ts oy pres Ii] health caused him to sell out his | not convinced that Adamick has any- | ° 
sormer ee ee ; vii ‘(Continued from page 59) interest in 1905, but the following | where near as much on the ball as | —_———— 
tene! pag nie | 
go boys and girls talking, | — year he erected the Million Dollar | Kearns claims he has. Jim’s record Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty Circus 
thinking and dreaming as they do|trude Lawrence) indisposition; three | Pe’, on which he made his nome 10; is studded with knock-out wins, but | this week became involved in the 
in the home, at school or on the | matinees (no Monday night); around summer in a Venetian style Mansion | the way he uses his right a esn't | battle for early season dates in the 
street: frank and _ secretive, happy- | $17,000 last week. situated about the middle of the} back up the rep. Admanick flings the | eastern Ohio industrial area, in com- 
go-lucky and serious, definite and | “The Star Wagon, Empire (22d|pier. He adopted ‘No. 1 Atlantic | portside mit light a baseball pitcher, petition with the Ringling-Barnum 
vague, conn, and - a. — week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). Commands Ocean’ as his postal adaress, He was | and there is no snap to such wallops. and the Hagenbeck Wallace circuses. 
and slow. : ~& a ‘ : of . } . | strong business and is longest stayer | aided in this enterprise by the late When the fight was over, the bugs both of which have had contrattiine 
cercrpi ig i oe mt “ mB vi | of this season’s better shows; more | Kennedy Crosson, of Philadelphia. | booed long and lustily, one of those agents in the te ritor f r mor > th n 
y gsters le mike iv airs, | - , TS ‘ = pte F . ; : . agents srritory {0 Ore tha 
ay rg ag A question lh an- than held its own last week; $15,000 He remained president of the enter- | crowd reactions that are mysteries. a month ' 
: : F ‘ee ; ep | OF more. rise il rece y , | health , ‘ sast seve ae f ; , 
other, He also turns two or three | ‘The Women,’ Barrymore (6lst ass ‘ — os Breton) mre ge pe eet = e a wip Cole show will head east imme- 
loose each week on copy-reading.| week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Also main- | #8@!n forced nis reurement, e 10 rounds and the score of the | diately after the close of the Chicago 
Interviewees receive 50 cents apiece.| tained recent gait and should get —-- officials was unanimous. However, engagement, probably playing an In- 
Instrumentalists—kept at a minimum | o, share o lid soing this . cae ; Thomas, who is piloted by the pop- “pedal ORE pid fait 
: —fivaw tain that emount. A. totel | =. pees IO 1g day going ad Capt. Young was well known to aca Mike Semis ut Ghaas cous diana stand the first day out under 
of $15 is handed out during the hour. | ‘Three Waltzes’ Maiestic (9th professionals of the last generation. po a aes Maal ee Pein Hering a both canvass. Most of the month of May 
1 Jaco. | week) (O-1 753-$3 30 ‘y "operate is | While he was best known for the teh : ia yes ems first ran ee will be spent in Indiana, Illinois, 
. —_ = | setting by, but attendance is disap- | Million Dollar Pier which opened caiiieaaiad in hk Sie nines roe West Virginia and Ohio, from pres- 
: 7 S ¥ ey .S’ pointing: estimate gross around) in 906, his name was connec pe ; wer ent indications. Show is se ere 
IRISH ECHOES ey B; d 8 1 : hed fight back toward the close, but so + aicat SI th 
. With Terry O’Toole, Betty Allen, | $15,000. with Young's Ocean Pier, known as eae Gate the tana that pee definitely for Thursday, May 19, with 
, Eleanor Diemer, John Kiley, Myles ‘Tobacce Road,’ Forrest (220th| the old pier, which extended into 9 ted Wieane to @ t th fs 5 Akron, Youngstown and other Ohio 
i O'Malley, Veronica Doherty, Jerry | week) (C-1,107-$1.65). Goes along |the sea opposite Young’s hotel — ui a ‘a ee alegre | stands to follow. 
‘ O'Brien, John E. Reilly, Mattie | steadily, earning profits despite mod- (later the Alemee and now the Fight was that of a boy fighting New Col. Tim McCoy wild west 
i Touhy and His Irish Minstrels lest takings: rated around $5,500. a an old man. They brought on Thom- | : " p ° z 
1 Irish Musical Show | ‘you Can't Take It With You,’ | Knickerbocker), which he built. It]... for a Max Schmeling set-up ear | show, which also launches its season 
‘ - ‘ P ‘ a pe POU, is a esd oat ‘ . . . ay AVicl 2 * >» » * «< iti. oe . . : 
30 Mins.—Local Booth (63d week) (C-708-$3.30. | was the first fireproof hotel in the lies in the winter and the German |“ Chicago the middle of April, will 
g Sustaining Stands up to excellent money con-| resort, ha‘! little trouble stowing him away | take to the road immediately after 
$s Saturday, 7:15 p.m. sidering this stage of run; last week’s The old pier was taken over by @| jn fact, Thomas hit the deck so often the close of the Windy City engage- 
)MEX | takings > ] 12,000 mark. } . A nt ‘obably at C innati } 
\ WMEX, Boston | takings quoted close to $12, syndicate at the turn of the cen-|the referee got tired counting, and |'™e™! Probably a incinnati, with 
ec This is the show that Yankee Net- Wine of Choice, Guild (ist week) | (? d was operated by his son- |< a 3 ee Piagas eA |Columbus, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg 
fe tury and was oper: A stopped it. Adamick’s willingness te 
. ; (C-914-$3.30). Presented by Theatre : PI gnes >}. hile ; 
“4 Vase ae meee Comtenet til. cecantty Guild: written by S. N. Behrman: did | in-law, the late Ernest Shackleford, | mix it and his left hook makes him | and then Philadelphia to open for a 
e when employer-employee difficulty | 7U) GO; WEMISN DY S. N. —* low. Emme. a‘ resident of ay esas , | week May 9. The show will not halt 
; ‘ered the Irish Ect » al ; well in Boston; opened Monday. whose widow, Emma, a’resident Of] look like a prospect, but he has . : 
‘s sever 1e Iris choes show from - Stumi survives a6 do his second oe sR Oe in the Middle West but will get into 
4 the WNAC-Yankee payroll Added Miami, survives, as do his second] plenty to learn before entering the 


the East ahead of the big show and 
likely will remain in that territory 
until well into the summer, early 
routing revealed. 


Warns N. Y. Fairs 


: : : : yivals ver-invested in that venture. 5 to 1 to beat Mann, but by Tuesday 

talk on something representative of | « ema oR: OVET=InVS ’ ; } 

Eire. This time it was the origin of ae A gas Pag Bev Ree Veteran had a hobby of lecturing | the odds were backed down to 3 Albany, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

the Londonderry Air lyrics. Script drew respectful press: chances not | at the net hauls at both piers which to 1. Latter hatls from New Haven, A notice that gambling devices and 

and spiel job by O'Toole was im- indicated after midweek start. his name was’7 connected’ with. and a couple of thousand fans are | obscene shows at county fairs must 

qo of organ atoommentinent b ‘Julius Caesar’ and ‘Shoemaker’s | Vaudeville under the direction of | ©0™8& a 7 the gern rev be banned was served by Azgricul- 
tbe ‘gan é animent by idavy.’ Nati ; (1.164: » Ie da wan . man will clip Louis on the chin. “al C pie eS 

John Kiley, the mezzo-sopranoing of Holiday,’ National (16th week) (1,164;| the late Ben Harris was the year tural Commissioner Holton V, Noyes 


Helen MacCarthy Brown, and the 


$2.20). Getting excellent money. 


round policy of the theatre on the 


Curiously, Mann was not so well re- 


on 200 delegates attending the yold- 


ensemble, consisting of Betty Allen, m9 wits: = ~—o a old pier and was used for breaking garded in his home town until the | en jubilee meeting of the New York 
harpist, Eleanor Diemer, cellist, and bein il tandem sinted letne ” €€ | in by many standard acts. The hotel metch-makers singled him out. They | state Association of County Agricul- 
og my Kiley, is blatantly punctured ' — was the favorite spot for legit peo- ser mt a gage — but | tural Societies at the Ten Eyck 
y the jig ditties splashed out by| « i ‘Nation.’ ‘Iphi. | ple when Atlantic City was the try- | (ViGenlly ae |e oe 
Mattie Touhy’s Minstrels. Sudden One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi. | P d y 1otel. 


veering from the show’s tempo with 


‘Power,’ 49th Street. 





out spot for major musicals, includ- 


changed their minds. 


Jacob C. Newton, Erie County, was 


the aimless type of Irish music ae HA) eciaaiaie ing Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ and the Dil- a - elected president of the association. 
should be smoothed over. Kiley. Ni Pl lingham attractions. Old pier burned H Other new officers include: John 
Brown, Diemer and_particulariy itery acements down in 1912 and was partially re- wood Showmen Lease Greenman, Cortland County, first 


Allen, sound well. 
Myles O'Malley, Decca recording 
lad, uses Ould Sod tunes with his tin 


whistle. Veronica Doherty and Jerry | 
O’Brien, accordion team, finger the | 


squeezeboxes oke. 

Show is thrown to the Irish trade, 
which is choice for its gullet, since 
the theme embraces the song, melody 
and story of Ireland. Large green 
Population in Beantown. 

John E. Reilly, mikeman, co-m.c.’s 


Carlos Duran’s rhumba band, Sun- 
set club, Hollywood. 

Harry Rosenthal band, Eduardo 
Durande, La Conga. Hollywood. 

Frances White, Bill's Gay Nineties, 
rm. %. 

3 Little Sachs, Barney Gallant's, 
oe 2 
Dimitri & Virgil, Club Gaucho, 
iN. .y 


built, now being used for commer- 
cial exhibits. 

Both Young's piers have been 
used for some of the largest electric 
signs ever designed. 


Cuffo Carnival 


Regina, Sask., Feb. 22. 


Ft. Worth Expo Niteries 


Los Angeles, Feb. 22. 
Will Morrissey, W. B. Friedlander 
and Arthur Silber, operating under 
name of The Hollywood Showmen. 
have taken five-year leases on Casa 
Manana and Pioneer Palace, two of 








v.p.; John F, Williams, Troy, second 
v.p.; William A. Dardess, Columbia 


| County, reelected treasurer; George 
| W. Harrison, Albany, secretary, 





Early Start 


N. Y., Feb. 22. 
after 1937 Or- 


Rochester, 
Storm of criticism 


| leans County Fair at Albion resulted 


the show with O’Toole and he gave ‘Albert Malanga orch., Garbo, N. Y. Vera Hruba, 17-year-old Czecho- | bright spots of recent Fort Worth | in earlier than usual organization 
WMEX listeners a new brand of an- Benay Venuta, Hotel Belmont- | Slovakian ice star, signe’ as fea- | expo, which they will operate with | and booking of attractions for next 
nouncing that should annex him | Plaza. N. .- tured attraction at sixth annual | shows and spectacles. fall, Aug. 3-6, 


favorable comment. 


| Cass Franklin, Hotel Park Central, 


























Norm. | Ca skating carnival f Wascana Winter Trio plans to open. concessions Midway was particular target. pa- 
N. Y. ; ; ‘ Club March 4-5 at Stadium here. | around mid-May. trons claiming dearth of attractions, 
R me Canda Maria, Harris & Shore, | stars of Wint ipeg Winter Club also | oe = elficlals have secured Delux 
OMANCE IN RHYTHM’ | Hotel St. Regis. N. Y. Sages . oll 
si ’ . ’ 1 r r U I 6 4 “” } > ‘ "< w 
With Walter Knick’s orchestra, Ruth |= Nina Alien, Le Mirage. N. Y. Poggi: a as Shows with promise of at least six 
Davis, Ray Roese, Snook Neal Bowers & Walter, Le Ruban Bleu, ‘ub gets Il proceeds, members ousten on ouers midway shows and 10 rides. Evening 
- Mins.-Local N. ¥ even having io pas fc use OL COS- | entertainment to include Paramount 
Y " " « } " ’ y& > - 
Denining Billv Milton, Rainbow Room. N. Y.| tumes and performers, aside from Yancing Revue Rexola Skaters 
ally, 1:30 Pp. m. Charles Baum orch., Essex House.| pros as Hruba, getting only ex- | Houst F< ) comedy team nvers and a hat 
, y ’ . , . a ’ “omed “ . nge and j obats, 
WEBNS, Columbus N. Y., succeeding Rudolf Friml, Jr. | penses. | Bouston’ Gre airscondit a ‘ 
WRN : : : . i ~te | | GUStOn sues —— , Horseracing stil! afternoon feature 
VBNS is using its 10-piece: staff nes - | roller-skating rink will be onened William W. Mull. Barre. named 
Srcenestia to nice advantage in this 1 } | Marct } T. Amt peinapesse prone e ; 
K, , - re P | March 1 by the L. & T. Amu ent , ae a rari ae 
“ half-hour matinee of uninterrupted | Golden Gate Epic Buildup for Akron Park — | Gora concern recently orvanvved by /fait, Manager, and Earl Strickland, 
nusic . sare; > e . : . os , ey <a Alt ident of % cation, 
e sid - ee rings are all on the sweet San Francisco, Feb. 22. | Akron, O., Feb. 22 1D. F. Luckie, Houston theatre man " ssocsaicicasidiaales “ 
: fide. Celeste, four clarinets and | a i ‘—? Reiuvensat Summit Beach | ead thich * - » Obl: ; 
a muted brass instead of the band’s | ‘Cavalcade of the Golden West rejuvenation of summ seacn | and Hugh Tyler, of Fa eV K 1a CHAMBLISS AGA! 
is sual instrumentation. | the monicker giv.n the historical | Park here will be furthered this year A story and a half brick building nee “aaa pte 
7 There are no announcements ex- spectacle to be produced daily at the | despite the busine recession, Frank | fronting 147 feet « orth Main was | Charlotte, N. C., Fe! 
to pe pt to open and close 30-minute | 1939 Golden Gate International Ex- Raful. managing director, announced. | purchased by the ¢ pany from H.| Norman Y. Chambl of R 
a M208 i are linked together by | po: ition by A. L. Vollman. | Approximately $100,000 will be] FE. Fleming for $18,000. It has Mount. will direct the Rowan ¢ 
10 | é Wm LO le > 7 ~ r 7 . » | 4 “yy _Yv mr ‘ _ anc cont , fh } f y Sa] iry 7 ’ j j 
Fe > Ne al. "Voe. ig the —— by Snook Important and colorful historical | spent on an improvement and ex- | maple luo! and contai 6.001 air, Salisbury, f ‘ 
orchestral eh Rt alternated with episodes which occurred in the | pan ion program, which will ipple- quare feet of at put ecutive eason, en ane 
nestra mbers ‘ 
a . ° fori Ter j no Ie Na: ment 1 extensi ‘onstructior “O- y, ontest to d ¢ te nan ( nced 
= r'wo vocalists on the program are Western States during the past 100 ent an € ; e e construction pro P A ( to ‘ wie iis tien. 44. 0 ihe R 
? Ray Roese, tenor and Ruth Davis ve; will be recreated in the spec- — completed at the park a yeal ne rink will be conducted j ‘ eeK oO! +4 a V i “ 
ee - an ul avi . 4 ce | » Shoy wat 
Prano from Ohio State University. ' tacle ago. feature of the opening J Wilson Shows midwi 
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